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similar disguises.

and delicate assignménts which take them on exciting joury
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FEOHIE SHOW USUALLY STARTS LIKIE TITIS: There's
a recording.
the need to
world. The
and il
anyone is caugh(c Ui whole story will be denied. Thea--
\\hoo\h.—- the rv(or(lm" (ln\ml(‘tfml(‘b in a pufl of instantf
mrpol ution, and a lm!lcn of secrel agents is ofl on another

{hissuper-agent Lype. see, and he's playing
From il comes an impersonal voice explaining
“i,onk’ soteone in soine faraway part of the
job is going to, be diflicult. the voice warns coldly,
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hour of derring-do.
Excifing? Suspenseful? A real spy sw (\<hbucHox" Mission
fmposszblo may be all of these, but it's also fiction, pure fic-
tion. 'Any resemblance to real pcop!u or places or govern-
ment inslitutions. living or dead, is, as they say. coinci-
Some discrepancies between fiction and fact:
Ficlion: Spics are superhuman men and women who
frequently hide behind rubber masks, false muslaches, and

58 .
Facl: Most intelligence workers are fairly ordinary menj
and women—-scholars: language specialists, and other well]
trained people. They usuall\ live very oxdmalx lives—
without benefit of disguiscs. i

Ficlion: The main job of mosL spies is to handle difficuly-

neys to mysterious ]»L\ce S. .

Facls The main job ol most intelligence specialists ind
volves a day-by-day sifting th[ounh printed nraterinl-
newspapers, magazines, government documents, tran
scripts of radio broadeasts. This is done in an effort Lo spo
social, political, and military trends and movements i
forcign countries. This joh is difficult and sometimes deli

cate, but it usually takes workers no farther than a nearhy
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Still, the agents on Mission [mpossible do have one thing

in common with their real-life counterparts. Both do much
of their work in seeret. The reason for the seerecy is obvious: :
information that reaches the public also reaches polential -
cnemics.

" Most American secret agents work for the Central In-
tellizence Agency (CIA). That's the agency: Ch(u"cd with
gathering information about possible encries  abroad.
Few outsiders know what goes on within the plain-looking
eight-story building that houses the CIA's headquarters
in Langley, Va. For that matter, few knéw what goes on
in CIA offices anywhere in the yorld.

1P resident Dwight Eisenhower once summed up fhe se-
cret nature of CIA work: “Jis successes cannot be ad-
vertised. Its failures cannot be explained. Its heroes
arg undecorated and unsung, often even among their
own {raternity.”

AWhat does the CIA actually do? One explanation of its
scope and purpose is to be found in a pamphlet put out by
theageney itsell: “In international afinirs, intelligence

is knowledge and forcknowledge—fact and estimate.
In peace, it is that knowledge of the world about us
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itis knowledge of the enemy without w vich there is
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