r MIAMI HERALD

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP75-00001

APR 1 6 1963

CPYRGHT

NEW YORK (UPIy - —

.in about a month. "

B s b, ponovan, the one-
man freedom train for pers
sons imprisoned in Cuba, hiy
heen losing two things - ocent-
Iy sloup «ad monoy,

The Brookiyn Iawyer. whao
negotiated the release of the
Bay of Pigs prisoners and
meore recently uaine Ameii-
can skin divers, told Monday
about the physical and men-
thl strain of negotiating with
Fidel Castro.

“They work at mght dovn
there,”: he said. “()ne night
I got three hours sleep, an<,
other time two luvprs g o

third night none &€ i) ¥O#ce

Castro phoned me at 7 o ("vvl\
in the morning and kAnounc-
ed we were going tishing at
6 o’clock. We did, too."

So far as money is con-
"~ cerned, lawyers estimate
Donovan has lost $100,000 in
lecal fees hecnuse of his
work in rescuing, prisoners in
Cuba.

He is counsel for the Cu-
ban Families Committez and
serves without pay. Not that
he is about to become a pau-
per because he is a member
of a well-known firm that has
18 lawyers on its staff.

But he has made substan-
tial financial sacrifices ever
since he was named by the
Brooklvn Bar Association io

defe e bovlet spy, Col. |
RudoH i

Subsequently Donovan ne-
gotiated the .exchange of
Abel for U2 Pilot Francis
Gary Powars.

That led to the dozen trips ™"

he has made to'Cuba and his
work is not finished yet.

*There are still 22 Americans

held by Castro.and Donovan
hopes to negotlate, for them
bhsh con-

and go

How does he est
tact - with . Casti

] about gettmg mtm,(‘uba"

" “Well,” he said,
you about one weekend,
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How Donovan Persuades ¥

FOIAb3b

L o

is a sort of intermediary
down there. I had put in a
call and Friday afternoon I
get word that clearan - had
com: thr uugh

“1 s i t. mdke a reserva-
tion, but. Inwent out to Idle-

Wi=to a hotel and
e tisjered | b, an  assum-
el n4m~ b ha\e to be
[SERRANIRS! i‘ t 'v'E Wse a4 name
e Initials on

d’ w%;g” gmfi T use Dav-
ot of the'

“1oonly darrr one bag con-
taining tropks®iclothing and
@ brief casasFrom the hotel
[ phoned & reswricted area of
ine MMiami ainpoert:and got in
Loweny with an aivline, which
nrovides . small plane for
if1ie flight to Hmivana. I ask-

ni-aireraft  batteries. It

[

‘or Havarsa, -

» .
“heven mein/. well-armed
ind wearimgrriodaek silk suits
net me atoklamana. I didn't
wave to shew a visa or a
rassport opxsanything, I guess

ny face is pretty well known
by now. 1%09 of the men

kot into a ear with me and
he other four into another

he four houses maintained
hy the Cuban minisfry of ex-
ernal,  affairs; - Everything
s rmdy for me there and
put in g éal} for Castro.

imes thare
M on Saturday and contin<
ed through on Sunday.

«4Saturday he took ‘me for
n automobile ride .and we
kept - negotiating. He is al-
‘ays very courteous and cor-

ect and he gave me a good
unch of fruit cup, chicken
joup. red snapper, salad’ and
offeef Also an excellent ci-
ar. %

ns weren

;Bgre at night. At.

ar and we drove to one of .

“Sometimes I get to see !
["astro right-away and some- |
s a delay. of
pours. 1 started talking with,

vild ‘A.pport and got a seat :
n @ ;gt‘%gvl\haml 1 always

f‘, L‘“\‘

and Saint Patrick is my
patron saint. They ave paint-
ing a green line down Fitth
Ave. in New York and get-
ting ready to have a parade,

“ ‘Do you know who one of

- the big heroes of South
America is? Bernard O'Hig- '

«d them to gef adearance for
e 1o fly radoggithe Cuban -

: throtigh pretty fast .o
s time - “and we took off -

_ back
- Sunday. ,

gins is his name. It's bad

luck to deny anything {c¢ an
Irishman_on Saint Patrick's
Day, and what's more you
have two American women in
prison and one of them ix
named O'Neal." "

Somewhat to  Donovan's
surprise this Celtic appeal
impressed Castro. He went
away for a while and then
returned and said he was re-
leasing thz two women, Ger-
aldine Schamma and Martha
O'Neal.

The women came out of
jail wearing their denim pris-
on clothes, and Donovon flew
fo Minmi with them

“Mondav ‘morning.” Dono-
van said, “$1'was back in fed-
eral court and the judge look-
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herle Wlwn I want to go to I said to Castro: ‘Look, do and asked: ‘Well, where
Cuba, I make ho al ‘o knrow what day this is? .

A ; make a phone call ",,l.l 1\." “. }‘h‘t,d Ly t,“’ have yvo'u been and what's
Jto Havana to a person who This is Saint Patrick’s Day JU -
new?
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