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_B'RUUI&LAN Lawyer James B, Done-

_van is making a career of springing
prisoners caught up in Fidel Castro’s
web,

On his Iatest expedition to Cuba, Mr.
Donovan came liome wita nine Amer-
jcans who accidentally Lappened on
Castro’s imprisoned istrrd boecause of a
ghipwreci, and a missionary Castro ac-
cused of spring for the Central Intel-
Ligence sgency,

Tt wis the same Donovan who last
winter managed the rar.om of 1113
of the prisoners from the Ray of Pigs
fiasco of two years ago. Recently, he
got aut two won.en who had been held
by Ca<tio’s jailers. And it wus he who
negotated the trade of the Sovier spy,
Col  Kudolph Abel, for tae 1-2 pilot,
France Powers,

It coald he that Mr. Donovan got

started Hn this unique carecr beeause
the Br:oklyn Rar Association in 1957

chose hi n to defend Ab:l at his trial,

This made hiu: n logica] CMIS3Ary, no

doubt, in the sater Powers-Abel ex-:

change.

But the deal for (he Bay of Pigs
prisoners was another «tory. Altho Mr.
Douovan was backed by the $53 million

in ransom goods, it took months to-
wangle Castro into releasing the pris-
oners. In the cuse of the nine ship~ -

wrecked men just liverated, Mr. Dono-

var apparently had no more going for
hint than his tajcar for PErSHARIoN—

which must be chormous.,

When the Brooklvy Bar Association
appointed Mr. Donovan to defend Col.
Abel (somebody had 1o do it) the bar
bresident said thev had to have a law-
yer of charactes and ability whose
lovalty was “hevond question.” In his
operations since, Mr., Donovan has mude
good on those ae ifications, He did get
A medal fron tha: ClA for the Powers
trade—but in view: of his services more

recently the nodal seems a QI.LLA.I.]L'?_
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