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PUNCH, August 4 1954

FOIAb3b

THE COMMIS %R (After Niceolo JVIac/uawlh)

k O extend the powsk.
e of his government. 3

; will go to

should, in his stréfagems
as possible eschew engaging his oW
soldiery. This can readily be achieved
by persuading others that their own
cause—whether of ““national liberation”
or some other ostensibly popular enter-
prise—will be advanced by falling in
with his purposes. Fhus they will shed
their blood, and he will collect the
fruits of victory. :
Furthermore, he can, in course,
take ci“t for ending hosti which,
" in fact, he q\}tlated This " the
casier and the mmore pgoﬂtabfc if he goes
through the pootions  of negotiating a
scttlement of maklng concessions.
As he will have no intention of observing
the settlement; and as the conqgjions
will be WIW substangg great

" tages must, e from this prog ure.
. Happy aaﬁunate is the Commissar

who finds himgelf dealjng with vain and
feeble men. ?; that they are vain, they
r lepgths to be able to

‘etv_es aﬁﬁ?}neu country-

persuade t|

" men that and resolute

The piéitige that these méﬂ aéqmrc
from b&lﬂ able thus to parade them-
sclves as, adrolt i negotlators is

cntlrely ar’s intérest.
To sustalri “ﬁﬁn fe they must
kéep alive ’tfxc iludfofl” that they have
negotiated rather than surrendered, and
that the Commxssar is ‘2 man of reason
and integrity. For this purpose they
will both falsffy what has happened,
in the sense of mlnllel,Ilg what the
Commissar has gained and what they

“

1

B

abuse any among their ;
show an inclination to disparage their
achievement.

Nor sheuld @ Commissatfear that a
deception once used cannot be repeated.
On the contrary, he can continue to use
it again and again, confident that vanity
and fear will ever generate gredulity, and
that cach;new dupe will suppose that

,in his particular case und@ftgkin%s will

be scrupulously fulfilled. apd’ that
professians of friendship. and pacific
intentions are seriously intended...

In the case of . a truly powerful
cnemy,  ¢he Commissar  must first
isolate him; , This can. bpqt be done by
detaching, ,his assocmhall of whom
will naturafly feel, segemtmgnt at their
subordinate. posjtign %qu of their
dominant paqumdlng them,

severally pr‘;om

in particular esteernst ;
easily ensure that such strerigth as they |
may commang ;s weadered “ineffectual.
He will then be; well placed either to
come to terms with the now isolated
powerful enemy at the expense of the
weaker assogigtes he has lured away,
or to er r upon hostilitics on
highly aévantageous terms.  In either
case, he has benefited.

In workmg out this strategy the
Co‘ fnissar is under no necessity to hide
his fue intentions. Fxperience shows
that the more vociferously and ex-
plicitly he proclaims them the less
likely are they to be taken seriously.
Great conquests can be made after being
announced in advance, and pre-ordained
victims will easily be persuaded to
receive without effective resistance the -
punishment thev have been told in
advance is cofffiffg to them.

Above all, although the Commissar
must be constant in professing his
fidelity to engagements and his pacific
intentions, he need never concern him-
self about the consequences of behaving
in an exactly contrary sense. Every
time he breaks an agreement, he may be
confident that a new one extending the .
advantages he derived from the old
will be eagerly sought. - Theyy
offensive he is in speech and ruth
-arkign, the greater will be the yelye
upon, any ostensibly n mild _‘ e
concxflatory action , in, whith

_engage. ol iR
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