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¢ yy JACK KING e oo ‘cover ‘ t .;and looked ouf the window 1o
N IR ‘1?' TSUTITTet —ITas T oy - He'sald i neve gol info any | }xlgsllexﬁovsﬁatw ?f‘lxé il;llr:l Oéglh??e' avoid him and saw, the stolen
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feivst jor the KBI and later foy g mes on .
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Jgine \(J'L—r - secret €IA, Aftey
ilyears i service 1ot The
‘hwell - known iederal agenc
; he i in .J.manS on his own
ila “ieg man.
il Bonuet, a newcomer to
Atlen has opened an office |
H BN
Jani <he fiist operation of
{ type in tne Valiey,
“I'm no wriva k‘ eye, an
1co.t «u ae thlll S you sce
! T.mvxex and read about in -Jov
e Aonnel  said. “1 dolle
w. ok in lavestigative malfer
avyers, banaers and pl
er husinessmen.”
The retired federal officer
has fond meniories of his qays
with the FBI and CIA — |liK
the time he bought a tablp
an antique shop in Havana groy
F Iidel Caslro, now diclato
E Communist Cuba., Or the
[ e was the right man inf U
forigne place” and was inptr
 mcalal in capturing ‘an eschpd
i banic robber.
erelers CIA

L coanel spent five years
. lae I"BL and 17 with the
. ilis preference {rom a per
- viewpoint?  “The  CIA”
quickly answers. “The chprt
of the CIA is broader. An §gept
! can use his own initiative
¢ imagination more. The I'B
its nature, is more restri
. Prosecution in court is th
,vesult, Gathering indqr
s uwon that will help set U.8| pdli-
ey 1‘7 the end result d
A
aonnet said his days wilh
LA have been wothing
Sonose of super spy James'
t 0 served as attache with
* Ibnbassies in several L
.c.m c.ountn 5. and
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: fairs without getting into sticky’i"
ag.
" agent, your. eifectiveness 1s de-:

| Cuba in 1052
.|-chase anti ; (Tom ¥ _ i
chased the. antique table from ; the news because of its confirm-:

I}

i

;; ed political exiles,

BUIN) was until T started to pay for!

: pccasion - o garner mfoxmatxon
“You have to manage “your als’

! situations,” he noted. “If it he-':
coimes known you are a CIA-! '

btloyed " .
“\Xeets Castro. '

It was while with the CIA in.
that Bonnet puve,

Castro, At that time Castro,
who had been’ exiled to Mexico ;
because of agitation. against Ba-
-tisla, had returned to Havana!
under a general amnesty grant-

“T -didn't even know who he i’

ithe table and he 1old me his:
/ name. It rang a’bell. T recalled -

. that he was an agitator and:

. had been exiled. He seemed af- ]
" {able and vleasant enouzh, i,
cafter all, T was a customer of.
« his,” Bmmet said, .

The ex - CIA agent said he'
% Jearned during his stay in Cuba'
i from 1951 {0 1933 that the com-

I munist clement was strong in’
" the nation. *'Batista had goueni
“into roubiw and for a time.

- ‘needed the help of communists, !

. During this period they became |
thoroughly entrenched in the la- 1
bor fedcratxon ” he said.
Knew'He Was Red i
Castro did not seize control of |

i Cuba until 1958. At the time ofl
+ his swilch to the red camw, lhe’

!
i
!
i

United States said that It had
not known that he would afmx-
ale with the communists.

“Not speaking for the CIA, I,:
for one, was pretty darn sure!
tthe guy was a commmust,".
Bonnet - said.

- Bonnel's assessment of Lat- ‘
in  America, after his  years o

I being able to absorb democratic

“or republican forms of govermie!

ment. :
1 believe Mexico has the 50§
quon {for Latin America — a:

- strong nationalistic form of gov-
“ernment,

‘It seems to be the
only system that works,” he exe.
- plained,

CIiA Making News
. The CIA hag recently been In:

ed tic - in with the National Stu-.
dent Associalion, Bonnet said

the news came as no sin’miso
to him, but ter med the dxs«

i closme “unfortunate,
“The U.S. public musl reco;,- !
‘nize that we need secret: mtcm--

gence operations worldwide,

and that these operations can:
not be effective if John Q) de~

.mands his right 1o be infon.; ‘-

ed,” he explained. “If the CiA,

HJs z*equlrcd io apologize {or the"s

sob it was created lo do, it is
not only embarrassing but dam-.
: aging to the effectiveness of its”
oparauons." '

His run - in with the escapml
Dank_robber in his days wilit:|
the FBI came in New Orleans;
La., almost by accident, The

convicled bank robber had vie- '
lJated parole and stolen two"

cars — ¢ne of .them a- stdic:
highway patrol car. He forced
the patrolman to drive him_ al ;
gunpoint across . the’ state line’;
i and later stole a. 1940 model red !

_car with New Jersey license |

- tags.
Spols

sAtiother agcnt and Ihad! sympatico with the Latin peo}
-been returning by street car! ple,” he sadi.

from an aﬂﬂctzc ‘club at the:
time. Someone I knew and who |
I qgidn't want to talk to gm

net said.

He and the agent got off the
: street car, checke(l the license
platea verified it as the stolen
‘ vehicle and called for heln.
i Sixteen FBI agents, armed with

‘evex ything flom sawed-off shols*

! guns 10 tommy guns, converged
on the scene.

2 “We waited unhl he came out

of this house of ill - rcpute
then we closed in. He didn't

make a move. If he had goae

! for his gun, we might have all

started chootlng and . probabhv’
Bounet |

» killed
i laughed.
The New Orleans ‘papers
hold headlines played him up
‘as “the eaple - eved G-man.
Bonnet had -a ‘two - year
break in his FBI career wien
“he rejected a draft deferment
.V and joined the navy during
World War II. He served on lhe

each other,”

l
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7 Native Of Washingtop

Bonnel, a native of the Wash-

J,ington, D, C. area and a mein-f

" 'her of the District of Columma

in]

aivcraft carrler USS Lexinglon].

—

bar, retired from the CIA
: .hme 1965. and thanks to an ad

infs

tin the Wall Street Journal chosef:

McAllen as his new homa?.
“We had been looking for
place with a warm climaie 10

.

settle down in, and we saw thig.

| advertisement for
i grove and came to see il,”
said.
' bought the grove.”

an orang
h

it is close to Mexico, ‘‘We'r

The, grove is north of Edin
burg. Bonnet and his wife live

i Another reason why the couf.
i ple chose the Valley Is becausg

“We liked the area and

at 1401 Primrose and have opf . -
. aboald he street-car. I turned | ened an_office jn the First Nay:

- tonal _ Bank bmldmg. Thel




