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x-CIA Agent,

Willlam. Sloane Coffin Jr., hew- chaplam of Yale: “We've got to be real tough _ .o .
Univ&Tsity, 1s a forceful young man with a down to earth Wwith ourselves to keep up with - the ministry again” he says.

approach to religion.

A former, CIA agent who had.close.

Russia,” he insists. “We can’t he |
.satisfied with . Just .mediocrity. ,

“The only answer I can give is
‘that some of the most wldeallstlc
i dedicated men KNOW._ are work

‘contact with the Russians after World War 1I and again
in the early 1950s, he believes that America is being
, dangerously weakened by soft living and the reluctance

We'll have to decide what we |,
want and be. w111mg to sacrlflce
some of ¢ Qur comforls. in ardér to

'ing for the TIX. It was during the
! Korean War 2 very critical pe-
riod in our relations with Russia.

“of most people to take an unpopular stand.

A sturdily-built man of five foot .

11, the Rev. Mr, Coffin at 34
could easily be mistaken for an
undergraduate, With close-crop-
ped hair and ‘hern-rimmed glass-
es, he favors jackets and slacks
and moccasin'type shoes. He has
“a deep speald¥ig voice and is a
pipe ‘snroker i
" He walks _
- eampus making his calls,
. he is making" longer trips, such
as to the ‘Medical School, he
rides a motor’ scooter. Many of
“his close’ undergr;aduate associ-

ates are uncertain whether to call

“him Mr. Coffin or Bill,

. Neo conformist, William Coffin
soems to have careful]y avoided
jny set paﬁlerﬁ in shaping his
own career, Before World War-
II he planned to be-a concert
pianist and entered the “Yale Mu-:
sic School. After -the war, in

which he served as a liaison of-'

‘ficer with the French army in
Europe, he returned to Yale to:
study political science. In 1949
50 he studied for the ministry at
Union Theologlcal Seminary;
fry .
rope with the Central Intelligence

Agency “and in 1954 he returned

ale to complete his prepara- |
twn for the ministry.

Although he s the nephew of
the late Rev. Henry Sloane Cof-
fin, Yale '97, who was president
of Union Theological Seminary,
he' says his family had little to do
with his decision to become a
minister,

kly around the-
or, if:

“It's not .so hard to under-
stand,” says Bill Coffin, “when
you realize how many of us are,
afraid to stand. up fer what. we!
know is right. . Havent we had
examples in thig country where
demagogues have won wide sup-
port and few peoplé have had
the courage to fight for Just but
unpopular causes?” !

Boin in New York in 1924, Mr.."
Coffin is the son of-the Iate Wil-:
liam Sloane - Coffin, Yale 1900,
who was president_of the Metro-
politan. Musepm of Art and vice
presndent of the W. & J. Sloane
Co., New York furniture firm.
His brother, Edmund: Coffin, was .
in the Class of 1943, .

His famﬂy traveled extensively ;:
when he was young afnd he has’
lived in’ Cahfornia, Frangce and
‘Switzérland, He atjended Phillips
,Andover, ‘before entering Yale.
JHis mothé now makes her home
in NewyHaven, living at 189 East
Rock Road i

Mr. Cof‘fm is married  to the
A{ormer Eva Rubmstem daudhter
of the pianist, -Artur Rubinstein. |
She is a ballet dancer and,actress

{who toured Europe in the musical |

attain the goal.” ™ |

AIthough Mr.. Ccrffm sees httie
chanee in the near future of .a
revolution in the Sov1e§ Umon he

"does see hope-.that the govern-

ment may be forced to grant the '

people more freedom. In order .
. to make ‘economie progress, it

has _been pecessary fo educate-
the masses and 1mprove hvmg
standards.

The Communist leaders face a
.dilemma: How fo grant economic
freedom without giving up politi-
cal co trol The .desire for free-
dom can never be suppressed,
Cc'ffm is convinced.

"He got to.know many Russian ;

soldiers and officers during the

iwo years after World War 1II
‘when he was .a liaison officer, .

first in Czechoclovakla and then
‘in Germany,

“At first we had very fnendly
relations with them,” he recalls. |
- ‘The -soldiers of the two natlons
celebrated - victor'y together and
it seemed that we Would always
be frlends

I “But then the Communist Iead
lers became alarmed about t}us

| fraternization and took measures;

| I had served as a liaison officer
with the Russian,, ‘army  afier
World War 1T and 1 “know the lan-
guage well. I felt that I was
. needed in"Europe and that it was
important work »o

Because of the cloak of secrecy
which covers CIA Operstons, the
Yale~¢Raplain does not discuss
this phase of his career. His ex-
periehces, however, have left him
with deep concern about the abil-
ity of the West to compete w1th
Communism.

WAS A SKEPTIO

I “While I was an undergradu
ate,” he says, “I was skeptical
of organized religion and the
value of many church activities,
g "It wasn’t until my senior year
! when I attended a conference at
i Union Seminary and saw some of
the work being done by young
‘ministers in East Harlem_ghat I
\ realized that ‘ghurch programs
; can be" relevanf 16 the issues of

(

)

FRATERNIZATION srorpn;p i the day.”

Coffin - was graduated from
" Yale in ‘the class 'Of 1949 and the
Hext Fall he entered Union The-.

ological Seminary. But the fol-

“Oklahoma!”” and appeared in | fo stop it. T heard 3 Russiarf bo- “lowing year he Interrupted his

Diary of Anne Frank.”-They have
a small daughter, Amy, and a
second child is expected.

While an undergradugte at
Yale, Coffin was president of the
Yale Glee Club and chairman of
.the Yale" Chapter of the Amecri-
can Veterans Committee. He was
also a member of the Undergrad-
uate Board of Deacons of Yale's
Church of Christ, of the Elizg-*

cizing Soviet bureaucracy to shut
up. The Communists quickly got
things under control and our
friendly relations. were ended.
It was very frustxgting to see this
happening and bee unahle to
anything about it.h
. Howcan ar
mumsts dedic to iotaliiarian-

a
“Tsin, control tl:gatural inclina

he. wag.in Fu- |ihe Broadway production of “The \wlonel a political offlcer tell "a ‘ministerial studies“”{*’ serVé“"[hree
three-star general who was cn i

vears in_Eutgpe with CIA;

=“I'm constantly aske how I
could switch from the ministry
to intelligence work and back to

5

¥

vely few Com-

bethan Club and of Tlmothy j tion of the Russfin people to have

Dwxght College.
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While a divinity student he was J
assistant chaplain at Yale and|

also served as minister to Prec.
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HARD-hitting "sé¥siv1s on controversial subjects are paéking chapel.
vy,
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|_cepting dirt.” On July 10 a de-
: bate was held’ to “decide the
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closely with his predecessor, 1he] ..rehgious drifters at vale
Rev. Sidney Lovetf, who retired | and ‘f}H the back rows of Battell
last June, .The youthful and ag-g for quite a few days as well,”

gressive Bill Coffin made quite a3 .The Chaplain’s dutieg cover a
; wide area of activities. There are’

contrast to soft-spoken and gen- ¢
ial “Uncle 8id” Lovett who now! daily services at Batte]] Chapel,
is serving in Hong Kong withiSunday worship, undergraduate
Yale-In-China, but they got along; tourses in religion, coungeling of
fine together., While a divinity. s » o
student, Coffin won the Daggett; a:zdzggisviagd many undergradu-
Scholarship Prize. 5. -] religion Ths 11171 IS petal work and
In 19557 he was chaplain atl g,op," "0 Fale Chaplain pre.
Andover and last year was chap4 gihep Campuse'ge to Preach at
lain at Williams College.- o Lo Lo
He believes that - college ™ $tu- R;),eb%‘,ltﬁ“gls b(l;sy.sch'edule, .the.
dents today are more receptive rela 'tm -offin finds time
‘to religion’ than students of less ~ ~© 2X wi h his family and to
troubled times.  ‘“They're con- ¢OBtinie his interest ip musig’
cerned, but not” eemmitted,” he and the theater, He enjoys sfort’
says. “They feel that the various and plays tennis ity ‘David -
‘isms’ have failed to solve our Schimmel, the director of the -
problems and that religious ‘faith Hillel Foundation at Yale,
may provide the f'z}nly answer, but “I'm SOrry to say he heats
they take a shqw-'me, no-nonsense me,” says Yale’s chaplain,. a
attitude. We h#ve to show thern keeén competitor.
that Christianilty” and Judaism
have a great de#l to say in every
area of human ‘life — student
problems, maritage, domestic is-
sues and intefiational affairs.’
To stimulate interest in religion:
ameng students, the chaplain %
starting study. groups and forums
in several schools of the univer:
sity. A group at the medical
school is discussing “the mgora]

e

and ethieal ‘problems that must
be faced in-the medical profes. |
sign, A similar group at the law
school will consider religion and
the law. One of the student or-
ganizations is sponsoring a talk
by the Rev. Martin Luther King, §
Negro leader . of Montgomery,
Ala, e -

‘In his first few weeks in the
pulpit at Battell Chapel the new
chaplain made it plain that Yale
students will be given something
to think about in.the weeks to
come. In his inaugural sermon he
lashed out at hoth Communism
and America-firstism, atomic
war, segregation and ‘“phony re-
ligion.” At Williams College he
aroysed some ‘students by his
open eriticism of the fraternity
system. ) .

His vigorous sermons .on con
troversial subjecls drew atten-
tion in a recent issue of “Ivy
Magazine,” an undérgraduate
publication which contendeéd “that
Mr. Coffin has “‘created some-
thing- of a sensation with his rad-
cal approach to religion.” Ivy
predicted that the new chaplain
will probably succeed .in ‘‘nail-
ing” quite a few of the non-com-




