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CIA Officer -
Sees Vietnam \
Stalemate -

By the Associated Press '
Washington
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A CIA officer has voiced,

fserious doubt that' victory. ‘ ey
can be won” in South Vietram | _“The politjcalhmmtgk&s _oiffr the

"1 Diem regime inhibited the effec-
and has suggested the even:‘u:il tive prosecution of the war,
outcome might be a negoli-lyujey s really more of a po-
ated settlement. Administra-ilitical contest than a military
tion sources said this is not the (operation, and led to the re-

i : wnt j Sune’s destruction. The coun-
United States = Governme B etriila, offort continues to

view. Lo .. founder, partly because of the
The conclusion that no rnih; inherent difficulty of therrob-
tary end to the war against)iemi and partly because iem’s
Communist guerrillas 15 in}successors have not yet demi-
sight was expressed by Willard | onstrated the leadership and
Matthias, a member .of' the|the inspiration necessary. :
Central Intelligence AgZency’s| “There remains  serious
Board of National Est‘ltmatils:, doubt that victory can be won,
in a June 8§ paper on “trends|and the situation remains very
in the World Situation.” fragile. It large-scale United
Mr. Matthias wrote that the | States support continues and if
Communist Viet Cong has}iurther political deterioration
stepped up its offensive and-the{within South Vietnam is pre-
counterguerrilla effort “con-ivented, at least a prolonged
tinues to flounder” under poor|stalemate can be attained.
prosecution by the Saigon gov- There is also a chance that
ernment. : political evolution within the
ontinued large-scale United { country and _developments
Stg:tes support ogf'the antiguer- } Upon the world scene could
yilla campaign and an end to}icad fo some kind of negotiat-
“further political deterioration i®d settiement based upon neu-
within South Vietnam” could | tralization. .
at least achieve “a prolonged Private Views ‘
stg‘aemate," the CIA officeri In releasing the paper, ad-
said. . ' ministrati "ce -
Neutralization Urged ¥ nzl ;1 ton '.SO}n.ccs empha
Mr. Matthias said there ISt e, ac iiors: :
) : 4 © Mr., Mattihias was express-
alsio a chtance‘ th:_;’; fulmfg df' i;xg ngS ?“31 Sviews, éot those of
velopments “cou ca totthe Unite tates Government
some kind of negotiated settle-jor of any agency within the
ment based upon neutraliza-iUnited States Government.
tion.” French President dejMembérs of the National In-

PSR

Gaulle has suggested neutraliza-
tion of the area, an idea coolly
received by the United States
Government.

Administration sources made
the 50-page document avail-
able after learning it would
be published in the Chicago
Tribune,

Mr. Matthlas wrote:

“The guerrilla war in South
Vietnam is in its fifth Yyear
and no end appears in sight.

tellizence Estimates Board, a:
12-man’ CIA committee and.
l others have written numerous.
vapers which are valuahie for
L circulating ideas but do not
zreprosent poliey.

| ® Mr. Matthias’s memo was]
s circulated among a few lower-
Yranking officlals but was never
i ziven to the policy-getting Na~
‘{ tional Security Council. It was

csclbmitted for publicalion to a

i down.

imagazine, which turned it.

The Viet Cong in the south,: . . i
dependent largely upon their © The antiguerrilla cam-:
own resources but under thelpaign in South Victnam may;
1 divection and control of the}be long and ardusus, but the;

Communist - regime in the
north; are pressing their of-

fensive more vigorously than
Vel .t o P -

LR S .

United States Government s
{ully committed to stemming.

the insurgents there, and bge|
lieves this will be done,
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