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POWERSFESPIFRS:

Senate Committee to Hear
" Pilot's Story of Capture

By RUSSEL BAKER
Sprein] to The New York Times,
WASHINGTON, March &§—
‘Francis Gary Powers will tes-
tify publicly hefore a Scnate
committee tomorrow about his
experience as a United States
U-2 pilot shot down over the
Soviet Union,

Mr. Powers’ appearance was
arranged by the Senate Armed
.Service Commiittce today in
‘agreement with John A, Me-
‘Cone, director of the Central
‘Intelligence Agency.

During the morning Mr. Mc-
:Cone secretly briefed sclect
members of Congress on the
findings rcported by a special
:board of inquiry that has inter-
‘rogated the U-2 pilot since his
return to the United States after
his release from a Soviet prison
-a month ago.

Details of the briefing were
not divulged. Broadly, however,
the men who heard Mr. McCone
confirmed earlier reporis that
the board of inquiry had found
that Mr. Powers did his best to
carry out instructions and to
fulfill his contracts as a $30,-
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director of the Ce

£ 000-a-year acrial reconnaissance| PISCUSE U-2 PILOT: John A. McCone, left, ntral Intelligence Agency,
A ‘agent for the C. I. A. is greetcd by Senator John Stennis, Mississippi Democrat. In genter is Senator Richard
' Pilot Returned Feb. 11 B. Russell, Georgia Democrat. Mr. McCone mct with these and other mt_ambers'otv: .
Mr. Powers has been incom-| Congress yesterday to discuss ¥rancis Gary Powers, pilot, wh(: :mll tesf;{fy b-toglay‘:;‘
municado since hig return to - 7 _ TS
;fﬁ&”‘r‘&igsﬁ‘“ﬁ; FE,?C 1%3‘0‘,1;& who has not. had a chancg to offcljcd to give his story to the
‘&nion in an exchange for Col.jspeak freely in his own behalf. (inquiry board under a lie-detee:)
.I'pidolf I. Abel, who had been|Accounts have come from the|tor device and the test verified
worving thirty years in a Fed-!Soviet Government, from  thejhis account.
“tral prison for espionage in the|pited States Government and| Administration -officials say
g U‘jé‘[t?d States: from high officials of the Ad- that Mr. Powers is a free agent,
r. Powers was captured|ttont sl : 7 do as nie ple His'
May 1, 1960, when his high- ministration of former President|who may do as ng pleases. 1s-
‘allitude jet, packed with photo-|Dwight D. Fisenhower who|whereabouts remained unkno“{n
~graphic and radar monitoving|were questioned in 1960 by the however, and Mr. McCone-said
-equipment, went down about 1,-|Senate Foreign Relations Com-{that he did not* know. where
. 200 nz)ilf%s in]sidi: the Soviet Un-|mittee. , the pilot could he found. - )
sion. icials here report that coy . FINIS s
“the C. 1. A. inquiry lfa.iled'to Trial Statéments Doubted I D
:determine conclusively how the| The 32-year-old pilot, while in
1 U-2 went down. Sovict custody, testified at a
The officials are convinded,|show trial in Moscow in the
however, that the plane was not|summer of 1960. There is great
divectly hit by a new high-al-|doubt about how freely he was
titude rocket, as asserted by thelable to speak under the cir-
Soviet Government. cunistances. . i
The subcommittee with which! Within Congress there wasj
Mr. McCone discussed the case|considerable criticism of Mry .
are composed of the senior|Powers from the outset, first for
menibers of the House and Sen-{heing allowed himself to be,
ate commiltees on armed sepv-|taken alive with big picces of’
ices and appropriations. These:his plane intact and then for,
_groups function as watchdogs|his conduct at his trial.
over the C. I. A, for Congress,| Officials close to the case
which has little other supervis-|however, say that Mr. Powers, .
ory authority over the secret|not only did his best to carry: :
. agency. ’ ’ out his orders, but also be-!
¢ Bofore Mr. Powers testifies|haved creditably and, perhaps,’
o at 2 P. M., the Armed Services|courageously under difficult cir-,

cumstances. ;

One report is that the ex-]
plosion that felled Mr. Powcrs';
plane sent it info a spin that!
hurtled the pilot into positions

Committee will issue a state-
ment on the case in behalf of
the C. I, A. During thie morming
Mr. McCone will meet, in secret
again. with members of the full

re, he could not reach the

Armed Serviges Committe oW

will intcrx‘o&s}\flﬁfﬁ\l&& EdmRelease 2000/08/68 :
Thus far, Mr. Powers is the{craft, :

iﬂ“‘y principal {n the U-2 case| = Mr. Powers, it is underst_gpd.;
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