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President Says Plang|

. Has Commercial and
 Military Application

By JACK RAYMOND
Speclal 1o The New York Times
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iThe United States has developed,
'in unusual scerecy, an advanced
experimental jet airplane ca-
pable of flying more than 2,000
miles an hour in sustained
flight and at an zltitude of more
than 70.000 feet.

President Johnson disclosed
the secret at his news confer-
cnce today and identified the
iplane as the A-11. He said iis
performance “far exceeds that
of any other aircraft im the
world today."” [Gpening state-
ment, Page 44.] ]

The President cited both the
military and commercial signifi-
{cance of the lessong learnad in
developing the plane. . But the
commercial application does not

independent project to build a
supersonic commercial sirliner;
officials said afterward.

Qfficials refused to elaborate
on the dctails of the secret
project, A Government source
said, however, that the current
tests were designed to study
the possibility of turning the
A-11 into a longrange infercep-
tor, presumably with missile
[launchers.

Deoveloped by Lockheed

By comparison with the suse
tained spced of the A-il, at
more than three tlmes the
speed of sound, such intercepe
tors as the F-108 and the
F-4C can attzin speeds of about
+1.60¢ miles an hour only over
lsalatively short distances. At
flight altitudes, the speed of
sound is 6E0 miles an hoyr,

“The development
sonic commercial transport alrs:
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icraft will also be greatly as-

1sisted by the lessons learned
]from this A-11 progrg.m,” Mr,
‘Johnson said.

. The Lockheed Aircraft Core
poration at Burbank, Calif,, i=

the developer of the A-11, Mr.,

Johnson announced. Lockheed
also developed the high-flying,
glicer-llke U-2 reconnalssance
plane.

A photograph of the new air-i
plane revealed -a long, rockct—!
like fuselage with the cockpit:
near the front and stabdilizing
‘,'wings and rudder back ne

1
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ar ihe i
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mnumng 1
ortance of these developmient
o oir national sceurity, tic
Hetailed  performance of fthe
=11 will remain strictly cinssi-

STATINTL

1 “And all individuals associs
Rted with the program hawvn
ipeen directed to refrain from
naking any further diselosure
I onceraing thia program.”

Like the U-2, the early
odels of which had a J-87 air-
raft engine, the A-11 has a
-58 cngine, designed and built
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‘Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Divi-
sion ¢f the Uniird Adrerall
Corporation.

This icinlozced
that the A-11, vhilh Covern
-ment afficials s2it Line
“dying for some tin. .» wau o
:“Tollow-cnb5 version oi the 7=
iThere were also indizations that
Government officinls werel
iscontented over the c‘.isclosm‘c]
of the existence of the A-11. .

A Government -official said,: e e e £ » R
in response to questions, thall DiSCUssing the A-11, I\L.John'
the A-11 “has potential rocon-j-0n said that its develqmnem
naissance capability, . dm‘.:iwas made possible by major ad-
any high-performance aireralt.”ivances in aireraft  technolooy

The U-2, which is understodd! One. a8 tho st mnartant he
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were not given, and Governent
officials even refuseqd to say it
the plane had more than gne
}engine, something that was
iclear {rom the photograph.
.. The President's announcement

" disclosed onc of the best-kept a

scerets in aviation, or for that
matter military affairs, .2 re-
gcent years, A quick search of
availabie published materials in-
"dicated no references to the new
high-speed, high-altitudce
craft. .

The project was started in
1959, the President said. This
was at the height of widespread
public charges, during the
Bisenhower Administration, that

the United States was, falling!
behind the Soviet Union ‘mili=

[tarily, particularly in missiles.
‘ Backed by Eisenliower
President Dwight D. Eisen-
Jhower,. it is. understood, por-
'sonally pressed for the develop-
imetn of the A-11 and Presiient
{displayed enthusinsm for it. Ac-
.cording to one source, President

his baby.”
President Johnson, a Scnator

then head of the Senate Pre-
paredness Subcommittee  and
was presumably informed of the
secret project. Ha said today
that the appropriate members'
of Congress had been kept ad-!
vised of the planc's dcvelop-;l
ment, : - ;

“The existence of this pro-,ﬁ
gram is being disclosed today!
to permit the crderly exploita-
tion of this advanced technolo-
18y in our military ‘and commer-
cial plograms,” Mr. Johnson
told his news conference.

But ailer disclosing some in-
iformation, he safd: . =
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“'Q’.t,“ has been important to its recon-
‘naissance missions.

Y

air-,

Kennedy, when he took office, |
{Kennedy “regarded the A-11 as;

from Texas at the time, was|
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‘missions over the Soviet Union|pnow in nuse Ras b
were d;scl_osgd with tin down-izome factor in at
ing of a plare flown by Francis lvelap the .B-70 bog
Gary Fowers on May 1, 1080, 1 4 key issue in th
The U-% was also used in highil gver the TI'X (ta
‘altitude tests to determine thejexperimental) w
-extent of nuclear radiation after trace,

.bomb tests, and for weather ob-:  In the TI'X con
‘servaticns. L Defense Departm
1‘ The presumption that the new propnsal by one
piane would have missiles, if de-luse titanium.
veloped for military operations,isaid that :
was based on he President's.for the new high-peed
Inoting hat the “air-to-nir mis-! plane, naw dasichaled t
isile system for the A1) and woildd invnive
i'the cexperimental  fire-control ment risl
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isystem had been developed by Tso of Nictal B D;
[the Hughes Aircralt Cempany. ) B .
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