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T - "I said in that speech: . around the world, bus rande 10 Lusic e
= VIETNAM “Mr. President, you have sald that you it the U.S. negotiation posiiion, He finuii,
(Mr. BROWN of California (at the re- 'will never be second In the search for such permitted the Vietnuia problera to be pre-

Soieora TR T it S o peaceful settlement in Vietnam.' I begyou sented to the UN. Sccurity Council, bu,
QUCS"OLW ML I AR.\UM? was granted per- topconslder what I am saying here, for I E:kgow- ordered a resumption of the bombing ..o
misslon to extend his remarks at this &t i your vislon and desire for peaco North Vietnam at the same time. IHe as-
point in the Recorp and to include €X- you can do far more than what I am sup~- ccpted the goal of free elections for n civilian
trancous matter.) ) porting. And, when you come to the Con~ government in South Vieltnam, but was
AMr. BROWN of California. Mr., gress with a request for §700 mlillon for such caught unprepared by the Buddhist demand
Speaker, so that there can be no con=- 8 Program—a program that points toward the for action now.
fusion or doubt as to the stand which I goal of a worid free [rom war—yolu will Bnd - The impact of the Vietnam war, which is
have taken in regard to the Vietnam me fighting for it.” - sHll 1ot 8 war, has grown with frightening
conflict, T am sending the following re~  On Aupust 2, 1965, just after the Presi-  sieed.  Ten billion dollars a year, moving up
AN bt ts in the 20th dent announced new steps In the eschlation . toward $20 billlen, has been comraitted 4o it.
port to Jmy constltuents i : of our war efforts in South Vletnam, I made At the present time this amounts to a yearly
Congressional District of California: another speech on the floor of the House of cOst of approximately 850 for every man,
On August 7, 1064, I voted for the Tonkln Rcpresentatives, pointing out again the mis-  woman, and child in the United Statcs,
Bay resolution, submitted to the Congress by’ takes we were making in that unfortunate - Taxes are belng increased or speeded up.
the Presldent following the attack on US. country, I concluded my speech with the. Prices are rising. The casualty flgures are
forces by North Victnamese torpedo boats. following remarks: ' <+ increasing month by month,
At that tlme, I sald: : - "I desire that my country be the voice for Congress is not asked to determine the
“I am of the very firm conviction that the |frcedom, justice, and economic progress in Dbollcy of our country as to continucd escala~
peace and freedom which this country s de-  the world. I belleve that our success'in that, tlon. We are not even asked to declare war,
dicated to achieve in South Vietnam wlil not role will do Immeasurably more to roll back:' although only the Con..ress has the power to
be achleved by the gradual cscalation of thls communism than will our support of petfy. declare war under the U.S. Constitution. We
unfortunate war.” dictators around the world, 'bur devotion to. are only asked to appropriatc morc and more
At that tlme the United States had about a crumbling status quo thit *claims to be’ money, to enact more and more controls, and
18,000 troops in Victnam—ostensibly as ad- anti-Communlist, and ourw‘xmngness to al-  to raise more and more tax revenies. At the
visers. Today we have & quarter of a mil- low our foreign policy“to be controlled by same time, we are provided with less and
lion troops engaged in active combat, plus the machinations of tiie CIA, . : less Information and, if possible, less and less

a mazsive air and naval force. We are stlll  “I desire that my dountry-lead the way . justification for our involvement in a bloody
no closer to cither peace or victory than we towarda new world, a world based on law civil war 8,000 miles away—a war which
were then. and respect for individual human beings. would have ended years ago if we had not

I also suggested then—21 months ago— . This is the road to victory today—not just attempted to control that country-—ua war
that instead of broadening the war we should - victory for the United States, but victory for which even the people we arc supposed to
be secking, and supporting, the full-scale in- mankind. The other road, which s the road’ be helplng no longer scem to want.
tervention of the ‘United Nations—an inter-. followed by all the great empires of the It is not enough for a Congressman o
ventlon which we belatedly asked for a year past—the road of power exercised for the muerely complaln to his constituents, or his
and & half, later in January 1966, . sake of power and national honor—leads but colleagues, or even the administration, that

On February 8, 1065, in a spcech before the to oblivion.” . - - he is not happy with the course of events in

" House of Representatives, I suggested that, As 1965 drew to a close I made two moajor Vietnam. It s his responsibility to use his
the southeast Asian arca be neutralizedistatements spelling out my position on Viet= vote, as provided In the Constitution. There-
through the creation of a U.N, “zone of peace” nam., On November 27, in Washington, D.C.,,, fore, during the first few raonths of 19638
and that a Southeast Aslan Development before 25,000 people assembled at'the Wash-" I have used my vote to opposc further csca-
Iank be created through which economic ald ington Monument, I offered my suggestions, lation in Vietnam. I have voted against the
could be channecled. Subscquently, the ad-; as to how we might bring an end to the war supplemental military appropriations for
ministration did propose such a development: by negotiation. On December 2, I issued a, 1066, against the supplemental forelgn atd
bank, and the bill authorizing our participa- position paper to the press summarizing: appropriations for 1966, and against the tox
tion was signed into law on March 16, 1066. briefly my views on Vietnam. In this state-: increascs to finance the war, I plan to con-

At about the same time as I delivered that ment I said: . tlnue to vote in this manner as long as I am
speech, the United States began the bomb-  «1 aceept and support the basic objec- & Member of Conpress. N
ing of North Vietnam. The continued bomb- tives set forth by the President—that we fn-  More than 2 months ago, before the out-
ing makes much more difficult the achleve~ tend to resist and defeat any military solu- break of Buddhist-led demonstrations, I told
ment of a negotiated peace, . tion by North Vietnam and the National, 1y colleagues In the Housc of Representa-

In another spcech a few days later, on Feb- riperation Front (Vietcong), and thhtTwo! tives, as I voted apgainst the $4.8 billion
ruary 24, 1965, I. sald: are willing to unconditionally negotiatd™'a supplemental military authorization for

“The realities of the world today force Us golution to the conflict at the conference Vietnam:
to recognize that our couniry is not all= t3n1e, I do not advocate o unilateral with-  “The contradictions of the U.S. course in
powerful; that our natlonal will cannot pre- grawal of American troops or a surrender of  Vietnam may soon bo apparent for all our
vail in every situation; and that we may even gsouth Vietnam to North Vietnam by nego- people and all the world to see. The political

. be wrong in our evaluation of what I8 de-. ¢1ation or in any other way.” . lcaders of this country have contended that
sired by, 0,‘,' desirable for, the citizens of other; However, the United States, while calling our efforts in Vietnam have been motivated
countrics. 'for peace through negotiation, has continued by a desire only for the freedom of the people

In tho hearings before the Senate Come {tg course of military escalation, and has re< of that country. We arc publicly committed
mittce on Forelgn Aflairs o year later, this jfused to rccognize and accept the minimum, to accept the free cholce of the people of -
same view was expressed by some of this gonditions necessary for realistic negbﬂ'au-'xémith Vietnam as to the kind of govern-
country's leading diplomatic figures, includ- tjons, The Ky government, which we hain.’ ment which they desire. For 16 years, how=
ing Georgo Kennan and former Generals tain in Saigon, has not only refused to con- ever, U.S. policics have prevented the expres-
Govin and Ridgway. Additlonal emphasis giqer negotiations of any sort, but, much lik¢ sion of that free choice, despite all our pro-
has been glven to this polnt by the recurrent. the situation In Korea 13 years ago under testations to the contrary. When the day
mass demonstrations in South Vietnam dis- gyngman Rhee and in Formosa under Chiang comes that that choice is expressed-—and
playing antl-U.S. sentiments. Kal-shek—has called for complete defeat of that cholce repuciates the United States and

On May b, 1965, the President asked for the enemy, destruction of his citics, and thd its hand-picked mitlitary dictators—the peo-
a supplemental appropriation of $700 mil~ invasion of the Chinese mainland. Thi ple of this country will be entitled to ask
lion to continue the bulldup of U.S. forces country, to a disastrous extent; is bein; the question: ‘Why have we labored and
in South Vietnam. I voted against that ap- manipulated in its basic foreign policy by“(,,sncriﬁccd s0 much, and in vain?" " -
propriation, and at the same time made & handful of petty tyrants who cannot maii¥i' - That dny may be coming sooner than I
specch calling for the ndoptlon of a constl= tain themsclves for 1 day In their own coun thought at that time. K For now it appears
tution and the holding of frec elcctions In {ry without the massive commitment o that we will have an election soon in the
South Vietnam, so that tho people of that 17,5, military and economic aid. nrcas which are presumably under the con-
country could determing for themsclves the During 1966 & growlng number of Con trol of the government we are helping. It
course they wished to follow. Instead of orossmen have called on the President fo 18 very lkely that these people will clect a
following that procedure, we continued t0 . onq to escalation, for intervention by th government which will seck pence by dircct
embrace the military dictators we had placed yynited Nations, and for a more reallsti negotiation with the National Liberation

O in office. ‘Today, these milltary dictatora have eogtinting positlon. The President, seekin; Front. If this Is the result of an election
been forced to accede to such electlons under ; . yreo-between the extremes of all-out wa held among the 50 percent or less of the
massive publie pressure and the United .., ynilateral withdrawal, has not yet fount population that we nre supposed to be help-
States has been reluctantly dragged along g, cqtisractory answer. o ordered o pause 1! Ing, what would be the result of on clection
against its will, bombing and & flamboyant peace driv held among 100 percsnt of the people of
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South Vietnam? The answer 18 §0 obvious
that even those advisers whose professional
end political fortunes have becen invested in
- almost a generation of mistaken policies will
. be unable to escape the conscquences,
As a Congressmar. with two sons serving - v
~ . in the U.S, Navy, I am deeply concerned
about how thelr llves .are committed on
behalf of this great Nation. They would give
- thelr lives, as any of us would, in defense, of
this country and in defensg of thée frcedom
of our allies or of the printiples which we
‘hold dear. However, 1o give those lives In
._support of policies which I belleve are wrong, |

where no vital interest of this country is in-
volved, and where the people we are helping;
evidently do not want us, is the surest way.
to degtroy all that we have sacrificed for
over the years. )
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