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- L aali W Las Mever seenm A
flyin,  sauces  and  ncither |
-believe. nor disbelieves in |
them .= about to tackle the

dntriguii., miystery of the
UFOs, '

. UFO stands for *“‘unidenti-
fied flying object,” which is -
.the official designation [or |
what ordinary folk call flying-
saucers.  Iecurring  UFO .
Tsightizgs” have been making |
~life  miserable
*Forc: since 194,
L Last  Thursday, with an
‘almost audibic sigh of relief,
~-ine Air orre signed a con-
wract witi ihe University of
Colorado and tossed the UFOs’
inlo the lap of one of Colo- .

ulty mhmocrs, Dr. Edward
Uhler Candon.

15-Month Contract

. Condnn is = stocky, crew-
has
either « mys:~;
versy. Since
both in {he {iy:ng saucer issue,-
Sondon s ikely to have an
intercsting .3
period coverad by the $313,000-
Air Force contract, . ’

To ohscrvers of the Wash-
Ingion scene, it will be inter-

'y or a contro--

minded, often iconoclastic:
Condon deal with the predomi-
nantly anti-saucer Air Force
on the one hand and fer-.

for - the Air'}

rado’s most &istinguished fac- ‘|

cut, 64-year-0ic: physicist who |
aever run away from |
sere is plenty of J .-

months—the |

csting to watch the tough- |

-FULL - NAME ~ Edward Uhler.
Condon.
J: CLAIM TO FAME—Nomed to

., head scientific inquiry into

flying saucers. f 1

* HOME—Boulder, Colo.

BIRTHDAY—March 2, 1902,

;. EDUCATION—AB. ond PhD,,’
University of California.

' JOBS—Dircctor, National Burcou
\. - of Standards, 1945-51, Director
of Research, Corning Glass Co.,
1951.54, Member, National
Advisory Committee for Aero-
noutics, 1945-51, Professor of °
Physics, University of Colorado,
1963-

FAMILY-<Wife, Emilie Honzik
| {married 1922}, three children

HOBBIES—Reading, politics,

vently pre-saucer groups like

- NICAP—~the WNational Tnves-
tigations Committee on Acrial

E. Kevioe that has been the.

side on the saucer issue,
Already, while hailing Con--
don's appointment as a step
in the right direction, NICAP.

making nolses . that his
solentific inquiry may be
. d'superficdal.”

n-,.m 34 ¢-A.n.u\)..x

Phenonicna—-is . the Washing- |
ton-ba:od erganization headed .
by retired Marine Maj. Donald |

worst thorh in the Air Force's

|sayeer uproar,

Sanitized}'--

This is not likely to happen ™l Condon in 1947-48 was that he |
‘was a member of the execu-|.

Condon gets his way. He has -
en promised a “frce hand”
y the Air Force—including
access to all pertinent secret '

information—and " his record |y

indicates clearly that he will
low a loud whistle if the Air

Force tries any funny busi- !

CSS.

going back to 1947—ironically -
and coincidentally the birth-
year of - the modern ﬂying

mh( A

. Secretary of Commerce Henry

i Rep.

The apparent clearance of.
JCondon by the Air Force for
secret-data access is the Jatest
Jchapter in an interesting tale

1! unsavory.

'I’homas sprcad Blaze

At the close of World War IT.
the “atom spy” furor swept
‘through Washington like a
prairie fire. One who seized
- firebrand and helped spread
:the blaze,a little farther was
:Rep J. Parnell Thomas of
'New Jersey, head of, the.

.lHouse Committee. on Un-

American Activities.
! Condon, head of the National
Bureau of Standards under

A. Wallace in the Truman
:administration, found himself

. an early target of the Thomas |,
committee. He was labeled by |*

.one committee member “a-
:security risk and a weak link
iin our atomic security chain.”
Chet Holificld (D.-
|CaI|f) now chairman of the
lJomt Congressxonal Commil-
ttee on Atomic Energy and
ithen one of its members, took

'the floor of the House to blast
‘rumor-mongeving character |

‘assassins (who should) put up
or shut up.”

i With  characteristic -
]humor
icombativeness, Condon re-
'plled to the Thomas commit-
|tee charges, “If it is true that
iI am one of the weakest links

good

A, .. that is very gratifying and

'the country can feel absolutely
'safe,
rohable, loyal, conscientipus
.and devoted to the interests of
“my country. . ‘

* One of the charges against

“tive committee of the Ameri-

s can-Soviet Science Sociely.

- Another was that his wife, who
was_born in what is_now

Czcchoslovakla had “interest-
cing” associations with people

i the Thomas group regardcd as

Was A chortcr. -
A pacucularly -
. that he had attended a com-

& munist meeting in Berkeley,
r.Calif,, in 1919 in the guise of a

~reporter for. the old_Oakland|
pproved For Release CIA- RDP75 00149R000100910001
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masking his innate |..

for I. am completely |

. .-fetchedl‘
" charge against Co“don was;

FEnqulrcr “Condon’s reply was®
that he was infacta reporter
and had beo" assigned to,
cover the iz .

Condon’t estiy training m4
the journalistic College of’
Hard Knocks—including a stint-
on the Oakland Tribune—may
have conditioned him -for the?
| rough-and-tumble  of - the:
postwar “‘security-risk” era.;
his troubles, which culmi-}
‘nated in his resignation as;
Bureau of Standards director
in 1951, foreshadowed the J.3
Robert  Oppenheimer casei
- several years ago,

- After Oppenhcimer' was putOPYRGH
through the Atomic Energy .
Commission’s meat-grinder i m\
‘a cause celebre of the mid- 4
'50s, the frail and gentle
 scientist appeared  badly
. injured by the experience.
Condon, his bulldog jaw set’
agamst friend and foe alike, |
» never scemed to show a bruise, i
from his ordeal.

Following his departure3
-from the Bureau of Standards, : :
+Condon  headed research .
activities for Corning Glass’
Co., but lost his Navy secunty
clearance in 1954, He blamed
" Vice President Richard M.:
. Nixon for this—justifiably or’
not—and, unforgivingly, when *
Nixon was defeated for gover-
'nor- of California in 1962 }
. Condon issued a statement
congratulating the people of"
-that state on their discern-
- ment.

At present Condon is himself_
embroiled in a state political .
campaign—as candidate for'
regent of the University, an
elective office in Colorado, He -
is running as a Demoerat, and. | * .
has received a ringing editori- -
al endorsement from ‘‘The: | )
Nation,” which may or may‘!
got count for much in Colora-; 3

UM *

Sccks Atom Smasher

Condon also s lobbylng
enthusiasticaily for the biggest i
single piece of Federal scientls-
fic “pork". presently availa-:
‘ble: A $375 million atom-
smasher .which the Johnson }
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before half-a-dozen fascinated

localities. Condon is using his .

Colorados bid for the big 3
accclerator,

Many years ago, in one of */

4
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“the great scientific

' dences of all time, Cond
--a Russian scientist
. George Gamow independently
i.discovered the explanatign for
- the strange behavior ¢f ra-
: dioactive  atoms in
- spontaneous  *‘decay”

. atomie physics was a

- Denver.

- For a man whose scieftific -
Y. .life has been closely Hnl]ad to |
S

‘atomic energy, it wa
ipropriate that Condon s

.=, rhave been born at A%am )g&r--
-+ rdo, N.Mex., near wherq the
i Mirst  nuclear device |was "‘ﬂying Saucer . Inquiry, ; For.

‘exploded in 1945. He wasfborn
fMarch 2, 1902, and was given |
i the middle name ‘Ul 1er"~
{ after his mother’s family. ¥

a
't

«the ‘tween-wars permd hen

by freeway from the cenfer of e

1
i

! Condon attributes his dﬂter-r Al
' mination to pursue a scxe‘tlhcA 1

lment of Science. 'But While
climbing onward and upward
in science, Condon has never

printed page, as both producer .
and consumer,

views of Modern Physics,”
scientific  journal of hlgh
repute, a member of the
publications board of the
American Institute of Physics
and chairman of the advisory
board  of Internatlonal
““|Science and Technology,”
highbrow monthly magazine
circulated among scientifical- -
‘lly oriented business lcaders.
Ie reads avidly; readmg is
his prmc1pal hobby.

On Friday Condon was m
JNew York attending a meeting ~
ot the governing board of the *

ould L American Institute of Physics. .

He took time off to hold a
press conference on the new

r

okl A s

completely lost his love for the -

“more than an hour he fxelded'
- questions, sonic searching,
some hostile, some pretty’
- stupid, and gave every md'xca-
“tion of relishing the expen-.

<, ence,
Condon s editor of “Re- L

Some of the repozters,
-, familiar with Condon's tower-,
‘ing scientific reputation and-
knowing the background of the
s saucer controversy, wondered .
aloud why he would touch the,!
issue with a 10-meter pole. His ; i
answer was simple: It's an
~ intriguing mystery that hasn’t {
"really been looked into thor-
-oughly. .

But considering his own
adventures in the wonderland *
-. of Washington, hadn’t Condon.:

had enough traumatic experi- .

ences for one lifetime? “Not *

“traumatic,” he replied. “Undt

pleasant, ' perhaps, but not
"traumatic. . .
“Anyway, I think th_osev
times have gone forever e

mLx‘m

ORI

: carcer to the influence oF an

| his degrees—bachelor of artsy

»and doctor of philosophy—at *
,_  the - University of Cahforma,,
- newspapering in the side to;
! nhelp pay his way.

[
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'g Recalh Strange Firing.

; He recalls fondly the experi-*
ence of being fired off the;
copy “desk of the Oakland
'Tnbunc for writing an incor-:
.. rect headline on ah obituary of
a prominent local man. Sever

- copy desk encountered Condon
s on the street and asked why
“he hadn't been showmg up for-

. “You fired me » Condon
reminded his crstwhlle boss.

“‘Oh, forget it,” the slot man

re]omed

when you're' fired i

to Lake the rest of the day off :
" and come back in the next..
I dﬂy -;,\.
Despite this sort of comfort- .

;% ing  job security, Condon
<\ 1" decided to go ahead with a lifa -
+of science, which was to seem
.~‘ precarious indeed in later .
_,‘~[ years. But if he had his ups .
" t-and downs on the Washington
", -roller-coaster, Condon never
“¢ilacked the esteem of his.
colleagues,
2. He has been, among manyl
% eminent thmgs, president of

san iR s

! - Association for the Advance.

[

.

. Lwen -beloved teacher. He won { -

;«...‘J:..“;;.
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..al days later the head of the:}
i
“work, i
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like that you're just supposed ¥ -
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