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Paul D. Bethel, czecutive

Committee for a Frec Cuta,
replies to charges made in
ihis column on Aug. 12

I wish to correet some of!
'the inaccuracies about the
1t11p to Miami by Sen. Thomas
{Dodd 1last September, Pear-'
LsonA'mu,uz write: “In Sep-

;te*nbcr 1963, Dodd and his as- s

sistant, David Martin flew to
‘Miami to inlerview Generall-
Wessin y Wessin, the Domini-
can stroag. man, billing thef
Senate Internal Security Com-
mitiee  $153.72 each for
Aravel.,”? )
Pearson-Anderson g¢  ou:
“Meanwhile, they had already|
been furnished plane! tickots|m
‘for the same irip hy tae Citi
.zens Committee for o Freel
Lub‘x whieh also picked up
thels hiotel bill at the fashion-
-able Tden Roe Hotel on Mi-
ami Beach, In addition, ihe
‘Cuhans gave Dodd iwo more
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xﬂ\utca Senator Dodd to
2 to Miami, but a Cuban
torzanization called the Cuban
exo‘o:esentatlon in Exile, the

e

More important, if they had
caecked, they would have

w

hoand that Senator Dodd .did

not, as charged, cash in the
‘alwze ticket sent to him from
Miami and “pocket the pro-
cvds " He did not do so for
the very simple reason that
hhou"h the ticket, number
283-863-210 was purchased, it,
was not used, and the money’
PRt xefunded to RECE. Thus,.
 Senator Dodd couldn’t POssi-
bly have pocketed the money,:
could he?

Farthermore, we  didn't:
oo»d;cutly” ma11 the Senator:
& ciieck for $150, as the Pear-
sonAnaerson columin has it
The Senator generously insist-
ed on paying for a dinnes to
which we the Citizens Com-,
mitice for a Free Cuba, had’
invited him 'to attend, while
he was in Miami,

Ag I sald in my letter to

tickets,. which he used to[Sthator Dodd, a copy of.
Jring two sons, Tom Jr. and|Waich Is in the hands of the

.Jcromy, to ‘\Cmmx wiih him.” |

| Pearson- Ander;on continue:;
“Dodd simply c¢ashed the tick-!
ct the Cubans had given himiy
,md pocketed the vrococds.,
11 Tartin transferred his {icket:
Ao his  wife's name and
1b10ugh’c her to Miami Wwith
‘him.” Pearson and Andesson
did not check with the Citi-
‘zens Committee for = Freel’
Cuba .before they wrote their
story, nor did they even check

Senate uommittee on Stand-

w-ilds and Conduct: “I had ar-

ranged in avande that the

wnralttee would pay for that.
Ginner Frxday nigat, Your gen-
“erosity in pmcmg up the bill,"
;and your insistence that you,
ipay it is certainly appreciated.’
But the account had already
been taken care of, so I
thought it best to let it go for
the moment and then send
you back the money "

‘with the Cuban community in
.huamx.

* If they had done so, they

vould have learned that thel-

Citizens Committee is not Cu-
ban at all. It ig an American
organization, something which
jis known to most reporters, i
| Second, if they had checked
jthcw story bedore writing it,
ithey would also have Lnown
that it was not the Citizens
[Commiitice for a iree’ Cuba




