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RICHARD WILSON

Senator Thomas Dodd of -

Connecticut is an old {riend
of President Johnson.. He was
for Johnson for President in

1960.  But he has ‘not been:
very suceessful in getting the’
President - to pay mwuch at-
tention to the charges of the-

Internal © Security Subcom-

mittee of the United States
Senate that seeurity proce-

dures in the execlitive branch,
natticularly the State Depart-
ment, are lax and dangerous.

Mz, Johnson now has reason’

ito. know that even the man
‘closest to him might, with-
‘out the President’s knowl-
‘edge, have weaknesses which
made him especially vulner-

.gble to blackmeail and were

of such a nature. that his
resignation was called for im-
mediately. This case is not
unique; It happened before
in the case, of a trusted as-

“sociate of a previous Presi-

dent who quietly resigned a
few months after his appoint-
ment, much o the sorrow of

those who had known his de-: :

votion .to publie service.
_ This man, as well as Presi-
dent . Johnson’s special as-

sistant, was too vulnerable {o -

hold a position of close inti-
macy  with the President of
the United States. In neither

case was - this. vulnerability -
known . at “the time of ap-

pointment.
These cases alone should be

enough to demonstrate that,

great care must be taken in
the selection of all personnel
having to do with the national
security. No shadow can fall
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across them,  cruel a: (his
may seam In iman teryos,

=2 This, is what. Senator Dodd

has been frying to demon-
strate arld he b:g much evi-
“dence -on’ i s Scores of
employes  have been  piven
‘“emergen:v clearance” in the
 Departme: ol Siate, withoul
any par ol cmergeney,
and thus < been spared a
thorouph - mination of their
records 7. to employment.

Wasy - geing security proge-.

dures hav .iicced these of

the Bise- administra-
tion. Whon e emplose, long
recognizedd  foc  the cven—

handedness of his adnsinistra-
tion of sccurity  procedures,
told the truth to the Scnate
Internal Scourity Comumittee
-en State Tepartmen! prac-
tices he was ostracized and
suspended for disclosing se-
cret information—infornation
which, in itself, was innocuous
hut diselosed  the  casual
‘methods «f c¢learing  appli-
‘cants for cruployment.

The violent reaction of

‘ f%security officials of the State

;Department in this case—the
~Otepka case—was enough to
“illustrate the attitudes of mind
“which have grown out of the
‘long-term reaction to ‘“Mc-
Carthyisra.” Because Senator
“McCarthy, 14 years ago,
“adopted extreme methods and
sometimes | let - caution and

“‘decency go to the winds, the ..

. post-McCarthy attitude seems
to be that any qualified man
- has a “right” to avoid a rigor-
-ous ingpection of his affairs

“before given a sensitlve gov-
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- Lax Security Methods Still Prevail

erninent position, No one, of
course, has any such righi,
nor any right to public cm-
ployment at all, nor any right
to forgiveness of his past acls.

The Warren Commission re-
cently held to- strict aceount
bolh the Federal Bureau -of
Juvestigation and the Scerct

: Service for failing to take pre-

ventlve measures. agalnst the
agsassin. of President XKen-

;nedy, We - could sec that it

would have been much better,
in this one case, if police-statc
methods had - prevented the
assassination.

If the Sceret Service had in-
formatiod, as reported, on the
aherrations of President John-
son’s special assistant, it could
be criticized again for having.

* failed to take the action which-

would have avoided the Presi-
dent's present embarrassment.

What all -this illustrates is
that there is an urgent need
for well - executed internal

. security procedures. This has

been illustrated time after

.time, both in this country and
‘in England, which of all na-

tions prize highest rights and
dignity of the individual.- =

Perhaps the fact that Presi-
dent Johnson has had closest
to him an associate who could .
not be trusted to remain there:
any longer will turn the Presi-:

- dent’s attention to the broader

aspects of the internal security

problem. Senator Deddisina
position to give the President

sound information and sage,

un-McCarthy-like advice. .
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