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Criticism Of
E*ﬁ’uihright

By VICTOR RIESEL

Senator J. Willlam Fulbright is
being tackled by some heavy-
weights who are coming in from
left of center and not from the
right wing.

Influential labor leaders re-
gent the Senator's statement
that Fidel Castro is a *‘distaste-
{ul puisance but not an intolera-
ble danger.” The national union
leaders, especially those close
to Mr, Labor himself, George
Meany, interpret this to -mean
that the gentleman from Arkan-
sas believes the cdld war is
over. '

They don't agree. Further-
more, they plan to take their
viewpoints dircetly to the White
House and to Secretary of State
.Dean Rusk to make clear that

they see a parallel between Fi-

iron Commuism
irony  cross

del ~ Castro’s
and. Adow - Hitler's
Nazism. ‘

They are ‘flatly charging Scna-
tor Fulbright with appeasement.
And they ave aiming for a head-
on collision with him if he con-
‘tinues his effort to make his views
the nation’s foreign policy.

The Senator already has been ‘

hit hard hy AFLACIO President
‘Mcany, who -eschews diplomatic
“talk for the bluntness of which
he is a -master., Meany's first
attack on Fulbright was unleash-
ed recently .at “the United Auto
Workers' Convention, His criti-
cism of one of the nalion’s top
joreign policy makers wen{ un-
‘noticed by the public.

© o, As you know, we are not
only interested in international
labor, we arc interested in for-
eign policy,” said Meany whose
‘organizaticn gpends over $L5
.million annually to aid anti-
Comriunist movements abroad.
“We are intcrested in preserv-
ing a type of sociely in America
under which it is mpossible to
maintain free trade unions.
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~* “Back in 1638

- tired,” Meany said,

STATINTL

“The chairman of our Scnare

Foreign  Relations  Comamiitice
. came oul. with a suggestion

that we should accept this llea
of Castro as a permaneni way
of life. While Le concedes it rep-
resents a threal to all of Latin
America as well as us, he 8ays
we must be realislic. and prac-
tical and accept it I would like
to say that this is the sixth year
of the reign of Mr. Cistro and
he is still going stirong.

*Crba is still a base of Soviet
Union anti - demwcratic propa- .
ganda for the Western hemi-
sphere, and I don't thiink we can
afford 1o get tired and just say

_that this man is a fact, a real-
ty, and we have got to accept

him.”
. After this call for a conlinuing
fight on -Cuban Communism,

Meany hit Fulbright with the
dppeasement charge.

the dcrnocra-
Eurcpe mot:
! “They got
tired of fighting for frecdom and:
at that time, of course, very fow
people in America were con-.
cerned  with - the problem ol
Adolf Hitler, The labor move-
ment{, of cowrse, was concoers
We recognized what was :
pening 4,000 miles away a: 4
threat to our way of life. . .

Lies of Western

“England and France wore
close fo this problem, but they
ot tired, and in 1938 tney de-

. cided to accept Hitler as a way of

life,
they ‘turned over to him the Su

as a fact, and at Munick

: detenland. This, of course, was
~when France was relaxing be

-hind the Maginot line and while
England was aslecp, Oh, yes,
you remembuer, Hitler wasn't so
‘bad, they gaid.”

: freedom
_can't afford to zot tived, . 7

“out of national

~that

Meany then pointed out, that

the Iitlerian gus c¢hambers and
other persecutions followed the
Neville Chamberlain “peace in
our time”  statement  afler
Munich.

“We all kouow the resuly of
fhat,” Mecany councluded, “and.
we all musi know hy now that
appeasement of any form of
dictatorship has no real future
as far as those who believe in
are concerncd.  We

It is certain that this altack.
on the Senalor was culy fthe
first of many which will come
AFL-CIO head-
quarters here, There is concern

"in Meany’s circle that national
_silence will be taken for acqui-¢

escence 1o Fulbright's policies.

The unionists believe that the .
Senator's speech is a drial bal-®
loon sent aloft for the State
Dept, There is fear that scme
elements in that Depariment;
arc planning to pressure Presi-
dent Johnson into attempfing a
reavprochement with Fidel Cas-.
tro on the theory that he is a’
Caslvo-ite first and. a Khrush-,
chev-ite and Mao-ist last—and:
he might be induced to-
“Tito” (break) his close ties |
with Moseow and Peking. :

"The AFL - CIO International’
Dept., which has been revital- -
ized under its new director, Jay i
Lovesfone, will seck conferences’
with President Johnson,
Rusk and other government '

| leadors in an eifort to head off .

what they believe is a concerted
move to recognize Communist
Cuba.

There’s a showdown in the
making — and not behind whe
scenes either .
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