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;‘ You Asked fo

' By WILLARD WEST
Of the Editorial Page Staff

"1 dea man. His principal duty

—President Johnson recent-
‘k ly named a Princeton Uni-
: versity history professor,

. Dr. Eric F. Goldman, as his

i ivill be to channel the “best
b vhinking” of the country to
. the President,
* & Dr. Goldman humbly ad-
titted that at the moment’
i me hasn’t any really bright
{" ideas, but he invited one and
i all to write letters to him
¢ if they have any. He said
! the letters could be sent |
- either to Princeton or the
White House, '
We've drafted one but are
© a little timid about sending
it and haven’t yet gotten
.around to signing it. The
leiter follows:

Dear Dr. Goldman:

1t’s our belief that the gov-
crnment needs-a fresh insight
Jinto the problems it faces, es-
pecially in foreign affairs. We
scem to have a fixation on how
to solve these problems, and
Loo often come up with the in-
correct solution. For a while
it was called “brinkmanship”
and now it's “CIAmanship”
but the solutions always seem
to create more problems. .

My proposal is that the
scientists should take over the
State Department. And, the
best way to do this is to let
them set up their computers
and circuitry and apply the

sound principles of data pro-
cessing. s
As a professor, you are, no -

doubt, well versed in the ad:
vances made by data proces-
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and now the Internal Revenue
Service.

For example, in space ex- .
ploration our satellites are
now flashing back to us
enough information each day

cards, This
is a formidablé amount of
knowledge and it is rapidly
being processed in our success-
ful assault on the heavens.
In lésser fields, data pro-
cessing each day brings new:
wonders. One computer is now
making progress in translating
Chinese to English,
Are we not at the point’
where such machines could
take over the overworked and
harassed State Department?
Some newspaper friends
point out that we now have a
I:risis a week, These crises
eem to confront us each Mon- -
day morning. and last through
the week, usually being solved
—the wrong way—by Friday.
Although sometimes they go

¢ It, Professor Goldman_

pl 5-Year Peninsular Speculator!

‘ppr_foreign policy. But it is
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Analyzer. Feeding all availe
able information into such a
omputer might bring the
right solution within minutes,
A Weekend-Cycle Solution
Dissector would free untold i
undreds of State Department
employes for rest on Saturday -
prid Sunday and. give them an'd
ppportunity to get to the job
bn Monday morning refreshed
hnd unhampéred.

Last week our dilemma was
pn island—Cuba. Why not a
lata processor, the Instant In-
ular Retaliator? It could deal
ith a whole hutch of problem
Slands: Zanzibar, Cyprus, Bore
jeo, Great Britain, Isthmuses,
ke Panama, could be process-
dd in the same machine.

We have Cyprus all this
eek but the IIR might have
Jolved the whole thinp last
uesday.

A whole battery of comput.
ers, oriented to the geopolitis
hl-scientific approach, could
e developed. There could be!

—_

take up the questions of
iet Nam, Laos, Cambodia,
Pfc. And a Harmonic Land-
ags Calculator for Russia,
hina and our latest problem,
ance, : .
There are many other pos-
ble ways of data-processing

dalized, of course, that you|
st want your letters to be!
ief since there will be so;.
any other ideas coming toz

through the weekend.

Data processing certainly
could deal with these matters -
faster. The scientists probably’
could set up a machine, per-

sing in science and business,
L . P . PRV

i

haps a §-Day-Cycle Cétadysm

pu, ' /.- :
Just one thing more. Isn’t|
e Post Office carrying its au-!
ation a little toofar by take!

ing “away the corner mails)
5 ) 4 L P ,
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