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LBJ Needs Strong State Departmen:t

By MARY GOODEELLOW
Special_To The Observer

- Scholarship Act is a longtime expert
. on foreign affairs. He has a reputation|
(. for hard-headed .
- plenty of grit and fearless honesty.
Never afraid of thinking unthinkable]

| .thoughts himself; Fulbright last fall]
. urged Americans to do just that, and in |
- the doing, to face up to the world as|

WASHINGTON — Even before the
sraundstands of* the inaugural paradel
had been dismantled, Washington was|
buzzing with the rumor that Dean. Rusk

would soon leave as secretary of statel

" and that his place would be taken by
Sen. William Fulbright of Arkansas.

Bill Fulbright has a lot going for|

him.” The author of the Fulbrigh(]

intellectual

it is instead of as they wished it were,

© Now 59, and a Rhodes Scholar like]

i Dean Rusk, Fulbright has another big
'* qualification for the job — his 2l-yean
»gervice in the Senate. For some tim
.he has becn a member of both th
‘Joint Economic and Finance commit

¢ tees, and chairman of the Committe
- on Foreign Relations.

WHETHER the choice is Fulbrighff

“or not, the situation demands a strong
competent and sure-footed secretary ol
state. For it has lonz been. known

C from his speeches, the emphasis. 'h
puts m l‘ns legns]anve pmgram — tha

ability,| |

President Lyndoen Johr'scm 15 far more

-foreign.

The bills for medicare, education,
‘the war against poveriy and &o- forth,
are geared for America's ‘‘Great So-
ciety"” — in America.

Throughout the Unied States’ 176- .

year history, those presidents with

. strong inlerest i foreizn affairs have .
generally chosen secrelaries of  state

* who wert easy to domin:te.

Franklin D. Roosevelt was, ¢ prime
example. Like Teddy Rooscvelt, who
rode roughshod (ver John- Hay, Llihu
Root and Robert Bacon, I'DR dominat-

ed Cordell Huil

them by his use of Harry Hodkiss,
Averell Harriman, Gen. Bedell 3mith
~ and James Byrnes.

AS A RESULY of ERoosevell's off-
the-cuff domination of Anierica’s for-
eign policy, President Trurhan inherit-

 ed the chaotic aftermath of World War
11 with few guidelines and little experi-
ence in foreign aftairs.

He had little patience with the Stale

‘Department. At the Potsdam Confer-

cnce in August, 1846, lacking confidence

" in his {first (out of three) secretary of
)

1 state, James Byrncs of South Carolina,

Truman found himself up against such

Churchill.

‘Byrnes and Truman did not like each
* other, which only made matters worse,
_ At one ‘point during the conterence,
" Truman became so irritated that he
I turned impatiently to Byrnes and whis-
- pered: “Jimmy, do you realize that we

-in 17 days you can decide anything!”

Lhow complex foreign. affairs can he,
- and with the appointment;early in 1947
‘of 2 man he felt he cpuld frust —
! George Marshall - the State Dopart-

. . ment came back into ils own. This was
interested in domestic affairs than in-

" rope.

:and 1o a lesser extent to the Centr all

1960, Eisenhower obviously didn't know -
- whether a U-2 had been over Russiu or .
and Edward R. Stet-"
“tinius Jr. He often dealt with Under-
, secretary Sumner Welles without in-; -
forming Hull, and then undarcut bith of

' completely, flying around the world as
- reaching commitments. When Duiles.

" tian Herter, could only attempt to pilk

dent who was fascinated by foreign

astute diplomatic traders as Stalin and -

"The Great Society, will he find the

“have been here 17 whole days? Why,
- eign problems?

,  Subsequently Truman began to grasp

3 PRI ew et

evidenced by the Marshall Plan, which
sealed our economic involvement in Fu-

IF STRONG presidents tend {o;
choose weak secretaries of state, the’
reverse is also true. The foremwst re-!
cent example of this is Dwight D. Ei-:
senhower, ‘who practically abdicated:
foreign relations to John Foster Dulles.

s o e 30 AP

Intelhﬂf-nce Agency.
WESH the U-2 affaiv took place in’

not. Dulles dominated forcign aifairs
an airborne diplomat and making far-i
died in 1959, his replacement, Chris-,

up the pieces of what had been a one- ;
man show.,

When John T, Kennedy came o of-
ficé, not only did he have to face the!
problems of Cuba and Vietnam, but the:
deterioration of our relations with &u- |
rope — namely Charles de Gaulle. Tt
was a new era in world polities, anc a
new set of issues were imminent.

This lime it was the young Presi.:

lations. Before his tragic death he had
begun to recreate America’s political’
image abroad. Here again, there was |
little tearnwork with the State Depart-
ment, for Kennedy had his own per.
sonal cligue of advisers.

TODAY, Preesident Johnson talks ]
about “‘teamwork’ in government. But
does he mean it? Immersed as he is in

time or tewnperament to devote to for- |.

These problems loom so large that
they will require consecutive direction, |
either by a secretary of state who is
fully in charge, or by a President who }
can spare @1}@1 time. ;
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