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IDEOLOGY OF ERNESTO CHE GUEVARA EXPLORED

[Article by Peter Schenkel, Bad Godesberg, Vierteljahresberichte, German,

CPJ\?ﬁeGﬁ‘?S’ pp 137-153]

The death of Ernesto Che Guevara, officially confirmed in Bolivia
in October of 1967, finally solved the mystery about the Argentine-Cuban
revolutionary. But his death and the failure of the guerrillas led by
him in Bolivia also provided new fuel for the violent controversies
carried on by continental left-wing forces about the means of the Latin
American revolution. ' '

Although Guevara became famous as a daring guerrilla leader, his
real significance lies in the ideological field. As Marxian theorist
of a particularly militant proletarian internationalism, as strategist
and tactician of guerrilla warfare in Latin America, and as a reformer
in Cuba, his was without doubt the most prominent and ablest intellect
of Cuban Marxism besides Fidel Castro, and he had great influence on the
thought and actions of the young revolutionary forces. His ideas, which
were proclaimed loudest in Havana, will probably continue to play a part
with the Latin American left. This is already assured by the fact that
the discrepancy between the idea of armed struggle propagated by him and
Cuba and the more moderate course of action advocated by the Soviet Union
and the majority of the Latin American Communist Partics has entered a
stage of open antagonism which cannot be settled over-
night. For this reason alone, it appears useful to examine the ideological
legacy of Che Guevara.

It must be mentioned beforechand that Che Guevara has not left a
comprehensive theoretical work. With the exception of his book on
guerrilla warfare La Guerra de Guerrillas (The Guerrilla War), Havana,
INRA*1960, translated into all world languages), his idcas are found
scattered in a great number of speeches, interviews, official documents
and other publications. In spite of this somewhat splintered character, .,
his ideological legacy does not lack a certain coherence. Only Guevara's
last manuscript could not be taken into account here: his still-
unpublished diary on the guerrilla episode in Bolivia. Ilowever, that
too -- this much is known -- leaves his fundamental theses unchanged.

*Instituto Nacional de Reforma Agraria; National Agrarian Reform Institute
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I. Che Guevara's Radical Global Concept

The general line of action followed by N. Khrushchev, but also
by the present leaders of the Soviet Union, is that of coexistence, of
peaceful competition between states with different social systems,
of avoidance of policies which might lead to a direct confrontation with
the US and to atomic war, and of the realization of the socialist revolu-
tion in developed and underdeveloped countries in a peaceful way with
participation of the non-Communist sectors of the population. This line
of action ran into growing resistance not only in China but also in the
militant movements of many of the developing countries.

1. Enemy of Peaceful Coexistence

Che Guevara was bitterly opposed to the poliitics of 'peaceful
coexistence,'" where his reasons were of a political and doctrinal nature.
On the one hand, due to the strained relations between the US and Cuba
and their consequences, he held that peaceful cocxistence was illusory
and impossible. '". . . The aggressive nature of the US's monopolistic
capitalism makes any agreement impossible; the relationships will of
necessity remain strained or become worse until the final destruction of
imperialism."l Like Fidel Castro, Che Guevara refused to sign the
Nuclear Agreement of August 1963 and spoke against the suggestion advanced

by Brazil, Chile and Mexico in the UN to create a nuclear-free zone in
Latin America.2

On the other hand, Guevara saw in the gencral concept which had
been worked out by the international conference of the Communist Party of
1960 and by the last conferences of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union in which great significance was seen in the possibility of realiz-
ing the socialist revolution in a peaccful manner and of developing the
"state of national democracy'" in the "Third World" a renunciation of the
armed fight for independence in colonial and econowmically dependent areas
and a watering-down of the struggle against im,crialism in general. He
was convinced of the inevitability of armed struggle in the underdeveloped
world and above all in Latin America, and saw in Vietnam the shining
example for the even greater conflict "which awaited imperialism on
the Latin American continent.'" He prophesied that 'the final victory
in this struggle will also signify the end of US imperialism."3 The
process of disintegration of the "impecvialist  world system'" he thought
to be so far advanced at the present that there exists a rcal possibility
of changing the existing balance in the world and of sealing the "fate of
imperialism" through the armed struggle for indcpendence. lence, in the
final analysis, the idea of coexistence of the Communist states meant for
Guevara a strengthening of imperialism and neo-colonialism.

lEootnotes may be found following the text.
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<. Militant Proletarian Internationalism
Che Guevara's concept of proletarian internationalism far
exceeds the limits set by the Eastern European countries.4 He judged
that '"'there are no limits in this struggle of lifc or death."” 'The

victory of any nation over imperialism is our victory, and its defcat

is defeat for all of us., The practice of proletarian internationalism
is not only a duty ., . . , but an urgent necessity. It is our interna-
tional duty . . . with our efforts to help bring about the liberation
of the nations as quickly and as radically as possible."S What he meant
by this is obvious from the following reproach addressed to Moscow and
Peking: "The solidarity of the progressive world with the peopic of
Vietnam today resembles the bitter irony of the plebeianswho cincouraged
the gladiators in the Roman arena. The point is not to wish the victim

of aggression success, but to share his fate.'" It would have been their
duty ''to make Vietnam an inviolable part of the socialist world_and to
force the US into a decision -- even at the.risk of worid war."

This is the way, similar to Fidel Castro, in which Che Guevara
conceived of the 'basic line of action of militant anti-imperialism
and internationalism" of Cuba. The development of socialism in Cuba
was for him only one of the fundamental tasks of the new regimc -- and
not even the most important. The more meaningful task was to actively
and with all possible means advance the "anti-imperialist struggie for
liberation wherever it had started or where conditions were ripc for it.
Long after Guevara had left Cuba, Fidel Castro said, ". . . . Our Country
is fighting for its wealth and its future, but it will never want to
achieve this future at the dishonorable price of the betrayal of its
international duties."8 For Che Guevara, this postulate was not only ol
political but also of eminent moral significance. He feared that a revolu-
tion which concentrated only on the solution of its own cconomic problems
and forgot militant proletarian internationalism would soon cease
being a guiding force for humanity.9 Glancing at Eastern Europe, he
felt that it would certainly degenerate to sluggish indolence in which
the real revolutionary spirit would be lost.

3. War and Peace

No problem has been more vigorously disputed during the past years
within world Communism than the question of war and peace. In this connec-
tion it has frequently been asked whether Guevara's militant anti-imperial-
ism does not represent a particularly extreme pro-war doctrine. This
question cannot be answered in the affirmative without reservations. For
him, nuclear conflict was not an unavoidable means of carrying out the
world revolution. But neither did he draw back from a world war which
might be the consequence of a local fight for liberation. With regard
to Cuba, he explained: "For the right to build up socialism according
to the will of our people, we must pay any price."l0 And, at another
point, "If it has fulfilled its role as example for Latin America, our
nation will be completely happy, even if because of it nuclear war should
come about."!l That this was not mere rhetoric became apparent during
the rocket crisis of 1962.
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Che Guevara considered the anti-imperialist  struggle for libera-
tion in Africa, Asia and Latin America to be historically justified and
necessary. "If anybody opposes it,'" it was his opinion that ''it is
permissible . . . to employ arms in the fight for peace.”12 He demanded
of the Communist countries to make this fight for liberation their fight,
and he blamed them for having betrayed Vietnam out of fear of a global
conflict with the US. He wrote, "Since the imperialists extort humanity
with the threat of war, it is a wise reaction not to fear war! . . . It
is our duty to liberate it at any price.''l3 [le said it was the task of
Latin America to create a second or third Vietnam which would then intro-
duce 'the final victory over imperialism’ in a global conflict.

Che Guevara talked of the suffering and the victims of such a
struggle as nothing by saying, "They would be less than those which we
would have to suffer if we continuously avoided war so that others would
have to do the dirty work for us."1l4 His statement that "US imperial-
ism is weaker than we think; it is a giant on clay feet," does not permit
us to interpret this to mean that he may perhaps have had in mind a
peaceful submission by the US.15

Thus, it is obvious that Guevara's ideas on war and peacc do not
agree with the Soviet line but are closer to Mao's,

4. The Unity of the Anti-Imperialist Struggle

In the writings from the time Che Guevara spent in Cuoa, we find
no hint as to his position with reguard to the schism in the Communist
world. Nevertheless, it was hardly a secret to anyone that he sympathized
with Peking as far as the tactics and strategy of tiie so-called anti-
imperialist struggle was concerned. Only after he had left Cuba, he
wrote, "In view of the malice and inglexibility with which the respective
points of view are advocated, we, the uispossessed, can take cur stand
neither on the one side nor on the other side of the discrepancies
even though we sometimes agree more with the assertions of the one side
than with those of the other.'1® This statement, which wmay be interpreted
as being pro-Chinese is however not bascd on a rclationship of ideological
dependence by Guevara on Peking. Early in 1960, Che Gucvara admitted to
the author that he knew neither Mao Tse-tung's writings nor anything else
about China, and in 1963 he explained to a US student delegation that any
agreement of his position with that of Peking was "purely accidental."
He blamed both Moscow and Pecking for the continued existence of the
schism.1l7

2

Guevara had no illusions about the prevailing contradictions.
They were said to have reached such intensity and bitterness that there
was little or no hope for a dialogue or perhaps even a reconciliation.
Nevertheless, he passionately called for unity. He wrote, "The time
has come to bury our discrepancies and to employ all of our forces in
the service of our struggle." And his rcason for this was that '"The
enemy is at hand; he attacks us daily and threatens us with new attacks,
and these attacks shall unite us today, tomorrow, or the day after,
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Anyone who is the first to see this and who prepares for the necessary
unity will receive the gratitude of the nations.'18

Guevara considered the unity of the Communist world wmovement to
be more than merely a theorctical, academic question. For him it was
the prerequisite for "the creation of a common front of all underdeveloped
countries with the Communist countries against imperialism.” The manner
in which "imperialism" procecus against both groups of countries 'justi-
fies with elementary logic the necessity of an alliance -- and if there is
no other reason for a close alliance, the common enemy provides it.'19
But Guevara was skeptical of the Eastern European countries. Independently
of them, he pleads everywhere -- at the World Conference for Trade and
Development (Geneva, 1964), in the Unitcd Nations (Decewmber, 1964), and
during his stay of several months in Africa and Asia (early in 1965) --
"to establish the unity of the camp of the underdeveloped countries.'20
He was, without doubt, the spiritual originator of the Tricontin .atal
Conference  held in Havana in January 1960 and the foundexr of the Latin
American Solidarity Organization (OLAS), which was given the task to
become the mouthpiece for the liberation movements in Asia, Africa and
Latin America, and to advance and coordinate their armed struggle.2l

II. Che Guevara on the Strategy ana Tactics of the Revolution in Latin
America

Guevara's ideological complex which is most significant and most
nearly complete in itself concerns the revolution in Latin America. This
was his most important business. Guevara's contribution consists in his
having clarified the theoretical theses wiich were designed tc serve as
fundamental guidelines for the strategy and tactics of an armed struggle
for liberation and for guerrilla warfare. Lven today, these theses are
still an integral part of Castro-Marxism, cspecially of the OLAS mentioned
above which has its seat in Havana.

1. The Theories Derived from the Cuban Revolution

Che Guevara's theses on the Latin American revolution arc primarily
characterized by the extrapolation of the Cuban cxample to the conditions
on the whole continent, Its motto is: ''What was possibie in Cubu can be
repeated in Latin America.'” With reference to this, we have to call atten-
tion to the following authoritative theses:

Objective and subjective conditions. According to Guevara, the Cuban
example proved that wherever latifundium and capital are allied with US
capitalism and where, as a consequence, political dependence and under-
development prevail -- and this is said to hold for most countries of
Latin America -- the objective conditions for a revolution according to
the Cuban example are given. He specified that "thesc objective condi-
tions are based on hunger -- the common denominator of the masses of
Latin America -- the reaction of the masses to tiiis hunger, tiae govern-
ment terror and the hatred which is a product of this terror."¢2 Of
course, in some countries (such as Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico),

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R000300330001-5 7



Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R000300330001-5
—6-

CPYRGHT

he did not consider the objective conditions for a revolutionary develop-
ment as being immediately present. But in most of the countries of Latin
America he judged the objective conditions to be incomparably more ready
than thosc which had existed in Cuba.?23

As far as the subjective conditions arc concerned, the Cuban
revolution was said to have shown that these can be created during the
struggle itself. Guevara stressed that the revolutionary consciousness
"is created through the struggle, through armed struggle," because only
this struggle would bring "clearly into consciousness the necessity of a
radical revulsion and the defeat of the ariy by the people's forces."
Fidel Castro also explains that 'Man himsclf, the revolutionary process,
creates the revolutionary consciousmess.'2% Like him, Che Guevara was
of the opinion that there was no nced for politically-prepared masscs to
get a revolution under way, but that one needed only a small guerrilla
nucleus with the capacity to draw the masses into the struggle, as in Cuba.

The Hopelessness of the Peacciul Wav. Next, Che Guevara feels that
the Cuban experience has proven until cverybody became weary of it that
it is impossible in Latin America to effect thorough reforms for the masses
in a peaceful manner. He thus thought the struggle which aims only at
creating civil legality without putting itself the task of assuming power
to be completely senseless.25 In guerrilla warfare, tlhe masses must be
convinced of the impossibility of carrying on the struggle for sociul

- gains within the framework of civil conflict.20

Justification of the Armed Struvwsic. hird, ne thought the Cuban
revolution to have shown the correctiicss of the idea of an armed figat
and of the fighting methods of guerrilla warfare. he Guevara did in

fact warn not to underestimatc the role playcd by the constitutional
methods of fighting, but he left no doubt that nhe considercd armed fighting
-- according to Cuban example -~ the principal way '"of getting to power. "2/
After all, without destruction of the existing army, cven the victory in a
popular election would provide no guarantece. The conilict with the reac-
tionary classes would soon spring up again, and the canger of a military
coup d'etat would always be there. iience, Gucvara haa little regard for
the more moderate theses of many of the Communist partics. His fighting

motto was that of the Second Declaration of Havana: "It is the duty of
each revolutionary to make revolution.' Referring to thce hesitating Com-
munist parties, he wrote, '". . . Nobody has the right to believe that

liberty can be obtained without struggle.”28 Besides, he thought the Cuban
experience to have shown that, in Latin America, guerrilla warfare is the
only correct form of fighting for power to be used by the masses, 29

Rural Areas as Center of Gravity in the Fighting. Fourth, he
thought the Cuban revolution to have clearly shown tinat 'the basic armed
struggle in the underdeveloped part of Aumcrica must be carried out in
the rural areas."30 Guevara opposed those who wanted to concentrate
the fighting in the cities and ignored the large part of the rural popula-
tion. He said that because of the inhuman conditions under which they
live, theirs would be the decisive part in the national struggle for
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liberation. In the end, the country would conquer the cities with the
help of an army of peasants.31 To the forces in the city should be given
the role of merely supporting the guerrilla bands operating in the rural
areas. The decisive factor in this was that Guevara saw the principal con-
tradiction in Latin America in the gap between the backward rural areas

and the far more highly developed cities. To this was added his tactical
consideration that the nucleus of guerrillas in the country would continue
to guarantee the continued existence of the revolutionary leadership, even
if the movement in the city were to be destroyed by the eneny.

Support by the Rural Population. As a basic prerequisite of success-
ful guerrilla fighting, Che Guevara postulated, according to the Cuban
example, the support of the guerrillas by the local rural population., He
found this support to be a condition ''sine qua non" for the struggle against
a powerful army with modern eguipment.32  Guevara comsidered it a foregone
conclusion that the masses of the workers and peasants of Latin America
would take the side of the guerrillas, join them, and supply them. After
all, on the basis of the Cuban experience, they would know that it is
possible to win with the guerrillas; secondly, they would have thus become
conscious of the fact 'that the future belongs to the people, since it 1is
for social justice."33 He figured that without comprchensive support by

the rural population, guerrilla warfare could not be recummended in Latin
America, either.

The similarity of Guevara's postulates with the theses of Mao Tse-
tung on peasant war and the encirciement of the city by the country is
obvious. The OLAS conference in Havana (1967) accepted all of these
theses. Contrary to tiis, they are not accepted today by the majority
of the Latin American and European Commurist parties which point out the
difference in the conditions in Cuba and in Latin America,

2. Exception from the Cuban Example

From within the ranks of many orthodox Communist parties, repeated
statements have been made since the triumph of Pidel Castro which consider
it questionable whether the Cuban revoliution could be repeated and which
point toward the 'exceptional character' of the case of Cuba. Che Guevara
himself was aware of some of these exceptions in the Cuban model.

Polarization of the Forces. Guevara admitted that the success of
the Cuban revolution was made possible by the support which Fidel Castro
was also given by many sections of the propertied classes and by the
passive behavior of the US. 'Thus, non-revolutionary forces actually
helped in the establishment of the revolutionary regine . ., Us
imperialism was disoriented, and it did not_succeed in understanding the
true significance of the Cuban revolution,'34

However, Che Guevara felt that this formula today could no longer
be successfully be applied in Latin America because of the later change-
over to the socialist revolution in Cuba. He thought that the propertied
| classes of Latin America had learned their lesson from this and that
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"even imperialism on the continent could no longer be taken by
surprise.'35 He maintained that "The Cuban revolution has given the
signal . . . . It has drawn the line in the sand anc introduced a process

of polarization of the forces: the exploiters on one side of the line,

the exploited on the other.''36 He further assumed that this polarization
process would become more strongly accentuated with the continuing radical-
ization of the Cuban revolution. Neutrality would, of necessity, become
the exception, and the contrary positions of the bourgeoisie and the work-
ing class would become more clearly defined. Finally, the polarization of
the antagonistic forces would explode in a global conflict.

Revolution Without Bourgeoisie. Che Guevara was convinced of the
fact that, because of the polarization which had occurred, one must no
longer expect the participation of wide strata of the middle class and
the lower middle class in the revolution. Lven though he thought that
there existed contradictions "between the national bourgeoisie and imper-
jalism, these bourgeoisieshave shown that they fear the people's revolu-
tion more than the suffering of imperialist suppression . . .37 For
this reason, the majority of them have allied themsclves with '"imperial-
ism'" and openly resist the revolutionary efforts of the masses. Hence,
the possibility of the participation of the Latin American middle classes
in the revolutionary struggle, as it was postulated by the declaration
of the 81 Communist parties (Moscow, 1960), was decidedly denied by Che
Guevara. Also, he thought that the tactics successfully employed by
Castro to disguise his movement by giving it an exclusively anti-dicta-
torial and even slightly anti-Communist appearance before the seizure of
power, could not be repeated. Today, such a disguise would be 1llusory
and damaging. llence, the struggle for liberation would have to be carried
on in the name of Marxism-Leninism in Latin America and would have to
openly pursue the goal of the "realization of the socialist revolution,'38
He thought it absolutely necessary that it identify itseif with the Cuban
revolution. Guevara reasoncd that with the 'victory over imperialism”
and over local reactionary forces in Latin America, too, the first stage
of the socialist revolution would be attained '. . . Then the people
could begin with building up socialism,"99

The Continental Character of the Struggle. Duc to its tactics
during the period of the uprising, the Cuban revolution ¢id not become an
object of global conflict between the US and the Soviet Union pricr to
its triumph but attained its victory, in a way, "isolated" from other
world affairs. Guevara considered a rcpetition of this happy state of

affairs impossible in Latin America. ¢ was certain that now the US
would leave nothing undone in order to give not only political but also
military support to the ruling oligarchies. ilencec, military interventicn

by the US and by the reactionary neighboring states would make the success
of the revolution in each country wuch more ifficult to attain, He
thought that from this arises the necessity to reply 'to the unification

of the forces of suppression with the unification of the forces of the
people."40 Consequently, Che Guevara corceived of "The organization of

a continental fighting front against imperialism and its local allies."4l
This idea was realized in the OLAS and probably also in a kind of strategic
supreme command of the guerrilla movements.
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Thus, on a number of significant questions, Che Guevara admitted
the exceptional position of the Cuban revolution. However, he did not
conclude from this that a repetition of this revolution would therefore
be impossible on the continent,but that it would just be much more diffi-
cult and could take much longer. For example, in Bolivia, Gucvara is
said to have expected the fight to take about ten to twenty years.42 His
basic conception of the correctness of an armed struggle in Latin America
was not diminished by this but rather strengthened.

3. The Guerrilla as the Military Arm in the Struggle for Liberation

For Che Guevara,guerrilla war was the primary military instrument
of the revolutionary movement. Hence, he attributed decisive significance
to the tactics of guerrilla warfare. What were his relevant fundamental
ideas?

Phases of Development of the Guerrilla. Guevara wrote that after
the selection of the area of operations, a guerrilla war would generally
run through three stages.43 1In the first stage, that of strategic defense,
he thought it was the principal task of the suerrillas to get to know the
terrain, to carry out limited attacks, and above all to prevent their own
destruction.44 1In this stage, during which also contact with the popu-
lation and future strongholds would have to be built up, there wouid be
"three conditions for the survival of the guerrillas: constant mohiiity,
constant vigilance and constant distrust."4> As scon as the guerriilas
had overcome their relative tactical inferiority, had grown in nums ers
and had established a solid stronghold in an arca in which the army would
no longer dare to attack, the guerrilla war would enter its sccond phase.
During this, the guerrillas would resort to ever more powerful strikes,
would force the opposition forces into the defensive and would enlarge
the liberated zone. The third and last phasc would be introduced with
bringing out the guerrillas, now organized in strong units, and would
lead to the occupation of the large cities and to the total destruction
of the enemy.40

Fighting Tactics of tie Guerrillas. Like Mao Tsc-tung, Che Guevara
saw the basic problem of a weak guerrilla group as opposed to a powerful
regular army in the following tactic: "In view of the general superiority
of the enemy, we must find thc tactical way of attaining relative superiority
at a sciected point.''47 By the concentration of superior forces or the
use of the terrain, the correlatio.n of the forces would have to be shifted
and superiority of one's own forces would havc to be created. Under no
circumstances should a struggle be entercd into "which does not bring
victory as long as one is able to determine 'how' and 'when'."48 Guevara
ascribed decisive significance above all to the elemcnt of surprisc and to
the speed with which the guerrillas hit the enemy, where he assigns an
important role to night attacks, fast retreats and evasion movements. On
the other hand, he scorned the idea of guerrilla war aos ''passive self-
defense" of a certain area, without regard to the rest of the country .49
Such a tactic would necessarily lead to the localization, surrounding and
destruction of the guerrilla. Even in the beginning stage, the guerrillas
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should "constantly develop their capacity to attack the enemy." OUnly Dy
consistently using the Vietnamese principie of 'armed propaganda,' 1i.e.
of the demonstration of their military strength and invincibility, Che
Guevara believed, can they win the population to their side and thus
serve as catalist of the popular forces.>

Disturbance of the Existing Balance. The tendency toward institu-
tionalism in the countries of Latin America was evaluated by Che Guevara
as being unfavorable to the development of a guerrilla war. But even more
he was afraid that the ruling classes, 'who assumc the appearance of
democratically-elected representatives of the pecople," could succeed in
blunting the class struggle by economic  and social concessions and in
averting the social explosion. lience, he demanded that it must be the
task o the guerrilla to prevent this backward development. He wrote,

"It is necessary to disturb by force the balance betwcen the oligarchic
dictatorship and the pressure of the masses." "The dictatorship tries

to maintain itself without use uf force"; hence, it would be necessary
"to force them to show themselves without disguise, in their true form

as a violent dictatorship of the reactionary classes; this would . .
intensify the struggle to such an extent that it is no longer possible

to withdraw.">l The guerrilla actions would force the democratic regimes
to rid themseives of their pseudo-legality and to use terror against the
guerrillas and their allies in the cities and in the country. Her.ce, he
thought the main concern was to press on with the progressive radicaliza-
tion of the revolutionary process. '

Vietnam as Example. By using the guerrilla war, he not only
wanted to force tne downfall of the preveiling orders in Latin Ancrica,
but also wanted to level a ruinous attack against the "imperialism of
the US." For this reason, Guevara dcmanded the simultwneous develon-
ment of guerrilla movements in several Latin American countries. cach
was supposed to try to transform itself as fast as possibie into am
invincible people's army and thus force the US to sccure the stability
of the government, whose armed forces would collapse under the guerrilla
attacks, by sending its own regular troops.52 Guevara reasoned that with
this the tactical aim, "to lure the enemy from his natural environment
and to force him to fight in regions where his living habits will collide
with the existing realities,' was attained. The cost in privations,
victims and repeated defeats in tine end would wear down the US solaiers
and would bring about the class struggle in the US itself. Thus, for Che
Guevara, the road for Latin America to take was that or Vietnam,

4. The Guerrillas as Political Center in the Struggic for Liberation

In addition to their decisive military function, the guerrillas,
according to Che Guevara, also have significant political tasks which are
designed to increase their revolutionary resonance and striking power.

The Guerrilla as Propagandist and Sccial Reformer. 'The guerrillas
are the fignting vanguard of the people.' According to Guevara, this
axiomatic necessity requires of the guerrillas that they create political
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conditions which are necessary for establishing revolutionary power.53
Thus, it is the important task of the guerrillas to convince the local
rural population of the justice and necessity of the armed struggle. In
this, however, neither proclamations to the people nor personal dialogue
are sufficient. The important point is to dcmonstrate the humanitarian
goals of the guerrillas, to help the peasants 'technically, economically,
morally and culturally,”54 in other words, to demonstrate with actions to
the population the moral superiority of the gucrrillas over the regular
soldiers.®% As an example, Guevara mentions the execcution of agrarian
reform in the liberated areas as it was carried out by Castro in the
Sierra Maestra of Cuba. As a consequence of such measurcs, the land-
hungry peasant population would take the side of the guerrillas and thus
create the prerequisite for developing the guerrillas into a popular army
and for extending and radicalizing the revolution.

The Guerrilla as Political Leader of the Revolution. IHowever, Che
Guevara took one more decisive step. FHe demanded that the gucrrillas are
to be considered not only as the military but also as the political center
of the national liberation movement. Thus he rcuained true ¢o the cxample
of the Cuban revolution with respect to this point, too, in which the
military and political leadership had been with Fidel Castro's Lead-
quarters. Guevara argues that, on the one hand, "the backbonce of the
political power of the movement remained unbroken, cven when the revolu-
tionary forces in the city suffered a defeat."56 0On the other hand, the
guerrilla activity could not be directed from the city without robbing
it of its striking power and efficiency, cspecially if one would try to
subordinate the actions of the guerrillas to the goals of political
maneuvers in the urban areas. For this icason, Guevara demands that both
the political campaigns of the movement and the actions in the cities must
be subordinated to the guerrilla war as the fundamental fighting method.
Even in countries in which there is a largc urban preponderance, "the
political center of the struggle must thercforc be developed in the
country.'" In addition to this, he also demanded that ''the military anda
political leaders . . ., as far as possible, should not be identical,"S7
With this, Che Guevara definitely opposed the thesis which had been used
by the Communist party of Venezuela and also by the Communist party of
Bolivia and which consisted of the argument that the guerrillas should
only represent the armed branch of the revolutionary movement, while
the political center of gravity should remain in the city in the hands
of the party leadership.

Challenge to the Leadership Role of the Orthodox Communist Parties.
Guevara's conviction that the orthodox Communist parties of the continent
had lost their "leadership role in the revolutionary and anti-imperialist
struggle'" was in back of his thesis of the central political role of the
guerrillas.®8 Guevara was strengthened in this coaviction by the partly
passive, partly negative attitude of the majority of the Latin American
Communist parties toward the Cuban call for armed fighting in the Second
Declaration of Havana (1962) and by the almost unanimous condemnation of
the course of guerrilla warfare recommended by Cuba and by the CLAS by
all of these parties in recent times.”9 As early as 1963 he wrote,
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"Nobody can claim the title of vanguard like a diploma handed out by a
university. To be the party of the vanguard means to lead the working
class in its struggle for power, to guide it in its conquest of this
power, and to show it the shortcuts available for this road."®0 Guevara
accused the traditional Communist parties of occupying themselves only
with the forms of legal fighting. In his opinion, they were striving only
for alliance with other forces and, in this way, were indefinitely post-
poning the seizure of power. He thougat that under present conditions

the guerrillas were the only force which would consistently identify
itself with the justified demands of the masses for radical solutions,

With this, Che Guevara denied the Communist parties of Latin
America the moral right to lead the masses and he postulated instead
that the future party, as in the case of Cuba, would have to grow out
of the guerrilla nucleus. "The guerrilla is the germ of the party and
not vice versa.'6l In the same sense, Fidcl Castro had attacked the
"right-wing course" of the Communist parties of Latin America and had
claimed for the guerrilla movuements the icading political role in the
continental fight for liberation.62  Thus, from the very beginning,
was hidden in Guevara's theses on the Latin American revolution the
ambitious idea to ¢all into life, through the guerrillas, a new radical
left front for the wheJe continent which would be independent of the
existing Communist parties and which would take its direction from Havana.

there

III. Che Guevara on the 'Building of Socialism"

Che Guevara's ideas on the reconstruction of society in many ways
put his personal stamp on the Cuban wmodel of tae "building of socialism.”
Of course, he formulated nothing concrete on the guestion of institution-
alizing the revolution. Also, in the purcly econonic area he has left no
original ideas; his theses on the priority of industrialization and on a
strict centralism are today considered outdated even in Cuba. Neverthe-
less, Guevara has made a lasting contribution to the '"development of the

socialist order of society in Cuba, namely in the area of education and
morals.

1. The Building of Socialism, thc indivicual, and Ethos

The Aim of Communist Society. Like Marx, Guevara considered the
dictatorship of the proletariat and the building or socialism a pre-
liminary stage in which the socialization of the means of procuction,
the maximal development of tccunology, and a just property distribution
had to be secured so that later the classless society of Communism with
its optimal satisfaction of demands could be realized. 3But, for him,
satisfying the material requirements was not the only and not even the
most important concern. Socialism and Communism meant more to him than
the destruction of the capitalist order and the creation of socialist
conditions of production and distribution; they meant above all overcoming
old ideas and replacing them by new ones.

In addition to the development of technology, Che Guevara therefore
considered it to be the principal task of the socialist state "to create
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the new man'' who is poisoned ''meither by the ideas of the 1Sth century
nor by those of our decadent . . . 20th century.'" "It is the man of the
21st century whom we have to create.'93 Hence, it is not the function of
the dictatorship of the proletariat to keep down t h e «classes which
have been deprived of power, but to call forth spiritual and moral change
in the victorious masses and above all in the young.

The Significance of the Revoiutionary Consciousncss. In selccting
the correct instruments tor the mo. .lization of the masses, Che Cuevara
always came back to the model of the guerriiias who had aroused a rcadi-
ness to make sacrifices and a fighting cnthusiasm in the people and,
after the triumph, a growing devotion to the revolutioaury causc. He
believes that only in this way was it possible to skip over certain stages
and to realize the '"transition to socialism in Cuba' within barely two
years.64 Hence he demanded that it be a postulate tiat '"to find a Jormula
which will perpetuate this heroic attitude in the daily work, be one of
our most important tasks from the ideological point of view."¢S llowever,
in his opinion, this formula could in no way consist of ways and means
which were a legacy of capitalism and in using theu one would get into
a '"blind alley without escape" and 'open tiic door to revisionism.' Only
by moral means would the state be able to prevent that the adult genera-
tions, who, for a large part, are affected with the reprchensible remainders
of yesterday, 'becoue morally corrupt and infect the g generation. oo
Hence, Che Guevara demanded that the instrument of mooill ion of the masses
must basically be of a moral character.

Moral and Material Inducements. Cucvara callcc the materila.
inducement a damaging anachronism and, therefore, rcjected it in principie

as « lever for an accelerated development. He held taut ", . . 1T is &
remainder of the past; in the new society to be creatoed there wiil be uo
room for it . . . ; it will be replaced by a moral inducgment, & Cob-
sciousness of duty and the new revolutionary attitude."07 e ieft uo
doubt that he considered the moral inducement to auve been the supnort uid

principal point of orientation of the Cuban revolutcion. AU the sane time,
he was convinced that with the moral inducements he could, in the end
achieve a faster development of the productive forces tian b

ones.®8  Che Guevara's idea of the budset fina
duced and defended passionately alsc was based on
Guevara thought it superior to tace systcn iz
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instrument for the development of the revolutionary ConsCiousiic
believed strongly that, in the final analysis, it would prove to be
superior to the bonus system and the principle of economic accounting
even with regard to the increase of productivity.69 Finally, voluntary
work played an important role in Che Guevara's conception of the develop-
ment of man under socialism and communism.

()
)
[77]
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Example and Messianic Calling. In connection with the task of
creating a new ''kind of man' during the ''period of the building of
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socialism," Che Guevara demanded of the revolutionary clite to act as
examples of their own ideas. By being a living example, sometiiing which
Guevara took very seriously, he also wanted to gain distance from those
Communist parties into which had crcst the abuse of power and a return to
the life of the bourgeoisie. e considered this duty to be an example of
historical calling and thus gave it the characteristics of a mystical self-
sacrifice and a devotion to the revolution which far exceeded the normal
measure of devotion of the Marxist rationale. Even of the guerrilia
fighter he had demanded that he be & "perfect ascetic."’0  Later he
demanded of the revolutionary leaders that "in their daily dosage of
human emotion" they must 'not descend to the ievel which  the orainary
human being shows them."71 Though he considered the elite to be vihe
interpreters of the desires of the incsses, as executors of the iqws of
history, he still thought them, howcver, to be far above the peopic.’2
His unshakable belief in the inevitavility of the predestined path causcd
him to admit that "all tasks of the_revolutionary vanguard arc i once
magnificent and cause for anxiety.’® In a completely caarismatic spirit,
he announced that, "In order to be uble to say that we are tac ideal, that
as a nation we are leading all of America, we, the icaders, must pay a
daily price . . . with our scif-szcrifice."74 Ail of this reflects a
Messianic mysticism which constitutes a part of the legacy of Che Cuevara
which must not be underestimated.

2. Criticism of the Zast luromean Atiivude

Che Guevara's passionate appeal to the moral obligation ol tae
soclalist state was directed above all to its relationsaip to otier
states, in particular to those of the uiderdeveloped world.

Help for the Third World by the "Socialist Countrics." “he com-
plete dependence of Cuba on tic assistance of the developed Communist
countries prompted Guevara to examine this problem first. In doing
this, he developed the idea that this aid -- contrary to that which the
West grants -- must not be based on purely commercial interests but on
the moral obligation unselfishly to help make it wossible for the
1

developing countries to join the nighly industrialized nations scon
He blamed the East European countries for .etting thcuselves ve guided

by world market prices in their cconomic ~clations with the &
the Third World, prices which are deternined by the capitalist na

and by the price gap between raw matericls and manufocrured C00ds causcd
by these nations. He accused thewn of proiiting by this sit i

they generally export manufactured coods and import raw materials from
the Third World."/5 From this, Gucvara concluded that under those cond.-
tions there can be no question of '"mutual profit,'" that such an exchange
could rather be said to be "immorul in mature,' and that by it the Com-
munist nations would, in a way, even become "accomplices i n

imperialist exploitation.'"76 Hc claimed that the 'socialist countries"
have "the moral obligation to discontinue their silent conspiracy with
the Western exploiting countries . . . . The development of the countries
which are now on the road to liberation (should) cost the 'socialist
states' something."77
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Simultaneous Development oY Socizilism cnd Communism. Guevara
rejected, on principle, the thesis of tue development of socialiism and
Communism in two stages strictly scparated in time. On the national level,
in Cuba, he saw possibilities of a ccrtain parallel developnent of socialism
and Communism, e.g. through socialist ecucational measuxres and Communist
advancement of consciousness. DBut, on an international level, Chc Guevara
definitely rejected the Soviet thesis that the realization of Communism
would first occur in a single country. To strive for absoliutve satisfaction
of all demands in a single country, e.g. the Soviet Union, at o time at
which two-thirds of humanity stiil vemain in the abyss of underdcvelopment
was for him -- as he once explainea it to a group of his closcst co-workers
-- an "abject amorality,"78 because, first, this country pursues its goal
by way of discriminatory economic rclations with the Third World and,
secondly, because in this way the point at which the underdeveloped
countries would be able to join the industrialized nutions is being moved
into an even more distant future. Eeccausc of this point of vicw, which
sounds like Maoism, Guevara rejectecd the concept of cconomic competition
with the West as a long-range overall strategy. In its placce, he demanded
massive help for the underdeveloned world as prerequisite for an accelerated
""defeat of imperialism" and, when the time comes, o common and more or less
simultancous development of the "socialist' and the underdeveloped countries
toward Communism.

IV. Concluding Considerations

One basic attitude which uncquivocally characterizes his position
within world Communism runs like a red thread through all of Che Guevara's
ideology: the fact that he opposed, on principle, the lMoscow-
lining c on c e p t s. In all arcas, whether it bc the general strategy
for the anti-imperialist  struggle, that of the fight for liberation in
the underdeveloped world, or that for building the socialist society, uis
ideas depart from these concepts on significant points. In wlace of
peaceful coexistence, of the popular- front tactics, und the coni..usis on
the satisfaction of material demands, he puts the militant anti-Iuperial-
ism of the Third World, with the Communist countries or without then,
direct armed fighting for liberation and cwphasis on the wmoral dcvelopment
under  socialism and Communism. This inadvertentiy calls to mind Mao
Tse-tung's theses on cultural revolution, on permanent popular struggle,
and on the encirclement of the city by the country in a universal sensec.
In spite of this apparent relationship of the basic concentions, it would
be wrong to speak of an ideological dependence on Pckinz by Che Guevara.
If Guevara sympathized much morc with China than with tic Sovict Unionm,
then this is explained by the fact that he -- like Muo Tse-tung -- foriu-
lated his Marxist theory exclusively from the point of view of the prob-
lems and the requirements of the Taird World; and in that respect Latin
America has more in common with China than with Eastern Europe. ience, 1t
is correct to say that Castro-Marxism, of which Che Guevara was T ;
prominent ideologist, is basically a product of thelr own expericnce and
of the Latin American realities.

Thus, the significance of Che Guevara's ideas must be seen in the
fact that they contributed theses for a new, essentially independent Latin
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American Marxism which renounced many of the formulas of the conventional
Communist parties of the continent and took on the role of a rival in the
revolutionary process. Both, Che Guevara as well as Fidel Castro, have
repeatedly and in recent years with increasing emphasis pointed out this
original, independent character.79 It is not clear whether Che Guevara
supported Fidel Castro's break with China early in 1966, but it is opvious
that this pointed dispute was the logical consequence of Guevara's theses
on the independence and the originality of the ideology of Cuban rarxism.
The will toward independence of this mnew Marxism is not only expressed
with regard to the Communist parties of Latin America and the so-called
modern revisionism in general, but 2lso with regard to Peking with the
goal of establishing a third Communist center of force with Havana as the
new Mecca. Thus, in the final analysis, the significance of Che Guevara's
ideas must also be seen in the fact that it exceeds by far the concept

of freedom of action and tactical indepcndence of the individual Communist
parties as given at the conference in Karlovy Vary, as well as Togliatti's
polycentralism or the theory of the 'unity of multiplicity."

Especially with reference to the international solidarity of the
liberation movement, Guevara's position was even further to the left than
that of Fidel Castro himself. While tae latter acted with reservation
during the crisis in the Dominican Republic in the spring of 1965 and
thus, de facto, recognized the priority of the consolidation of socialism
in Cuba, Che Guevara was, even with reference to Vietnam, definitcly a
champion of consistent use of the principle of proletarian international-
ism, no matter what the consequences might be.

Mysticism, Messianism, and belief in an elite gave Che Cuevara's
theories markedly romantic and jdealistic characteristics and an emotional
force which could not help but rouse, particularly, an inpatient youth
within and outside of Latin America.

In this connection we can spcuk of &n objecctive significance of
the ideological legacy of Che Guevura. ArG we can do this regardless of
the fact that Che Guevara's theses as well as the prograumatic OLAS
declarations80 which have largely incorporatcd these tneses are almost
uniformly rejected as voluntaristic and romantic left radicalisn by the
pro-Soviet Communist parties of Latin America and Europe.Sl

After what has been said, the interesting guestion arises whether
developments will pass over Che Guevara's icgacy or whether his ideas
will live on after his death, as he had prophesied, and will continue to
be effective in Cuba and in the revolutionary liberation movement of the
Third World.

As far as Cuba is concerned, his main cheses will certainly continue
to be of significance. His theses on the Latin Auerican revolution have
been incorporated into the declaration of the OLAS confercnce organized
by Havana. 2 The fundamental role of moral induccments has repeatedly
been stressed by Fidel Castro. However, especially the latest deteriora-
tion of relations between Cuba anu the Soviet Union must be evaluated
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as a triumph of Che Guevara's iceas. Thc condemnation of the Soviet Union
by Castro because of the re-establishment of diplomatic and econemic rela-
tions with the different countries of Latin America, his remarks about
capitalist  tendencies in the Russian econcmic  system, the proceedings
recently held in Havana against a so-called '"micro-fraction' of pre-Soviet
Communists, and the decision by Cuba not to take part in the Budapest
conference are all an indication thct today Che Guevara's fundamental
conceptions with regard to Eastern Lfurope are reflected to a greater
extent in Cuban domestic and foreign policies than they were even during
Lis lifetime.83 Nor will this probably change in the foreseeable future.

Compared to this, the survival of Chc Guevara's ideas on the Latin
American continent must be considered doubtful. Negative experiences with
guerrilla warfare, up to now, in many places have brought about the point
of view that many of his theses do not withstand an objective analysis of
the present Latin American conditions. The reproach that he staycd too
closely with the Cuban model and that he did not sufficiently take into
consideration the Latin American conditioms is probably justificd. Both
Guevara's theses on the willingness of the peasant population to join the
guerrillas and on their capability to develop a broad revolutionary popular
movement, as well as his conviction of the invincibility of the guerrillas
can be subjected to this objection. Beyond this, there arises the basic
question whether, today, in Latin Amcrica, even in the most backward
countries, there even exist the objective conditions for an armed struggle
for liberation and a guerrilla war. ‘

On the other nand, as is apparent from the latest reports, the
economic and social progress in Latin America advances at an alaraingly
slow rate.84 1In several important areas such as in agriculture there 1is
stagnation or even a regressive tendency, while in the arca of foreign
economic aid the situation appears to be considerably less favorable than
ten years ago. Furthermore, the more favorable rates of growth are, in
the long run, completely insufficient to stop the continual increase of
the gap between Latin America and the highly industrialized nations,let
alone of decreasing it. The difficulties which face cven the most pro-
gressive governments in Latin America in the cnactment of even modest
economic  reforms and social programs are well KDOWTL.

From these circunstances, important conclusions may be drawn.
After all, Guevara's basic conception Tests on the assumption that a
solution of the fundamental problems of Latin America is impossible by
peaceful means, by way of the capitalist economic order and of repre-
sentative democracy, or with the hcip of the US. As long as this thesis
is not convincingly disproved by facts, above all by a general and lasting
economic  improvement, Che Guevara's ideas will probably continue to
find disciples in intellectual and student circles and among the discontented
masses of Latin America.
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Because of the important role Ché Guevara played in the Cuban revolution and as the orghniz-
ing brain of arined revolt in Latin America, the author considers that his recent death in Bdlivia
marks an opportune moment for an analysis of his idecological heritage. The urgent nced for
such a study is felt to be underscored by the present challenge posed by the Havanna conirplled
OLAS to Latin American peaceful development and because of the growing rift between Cagtro’s
Cuba and the pro-soviet CP on the continent.
As regards Ché Guevara’s global concepts concerning ithe anti-imperialist struggle, the adthor
shows i he rejected the concept of peaceful cocexistence, considering it a betrayal of the
liberation siruggle fought in many parts of the world. Cié Guevara interpreted the princifle of
international proletarian solidarity as an obligation to give more than just lip-service sugfport
to this struggle. In his “Message to the Tricontinental” in 1967 he even rebuked the twé big
communist powers for failing to make Vietnam their battle-ground at the proper time. from
this the author concludes that Ché Guevara did no! rule out the possibility of a nuclearfcon-
flagration. The threat of war, he taught, should not deter the masses in the underdevelpped
countries from fighting for their liberation at any cost. To doom the stronghold of world im-
perialism, the United States, the country he called “a giant with clay feet”, Ché Guevara plea-
ded for unity in the communist world -~ cdvocated a close and militant alliance betweed the
‘communist nations and the progressive countries and liberation movements in Africa, Asid and
Latin America. The author deals thereupon with the core of Ché Guevaras lieritage — his thesis
regarding the basic strategy and tactics of armed revolt and guerrilla wasfare in Latin Amdrica.
He points out that one the hand Ché Guevara professed the Cuban revolution to be the exagiple,
because it had demonstrated a) that in many Latin American counirics conditions were]ripe
for revolution, b) that armed struggle and the guerrilla war method focussed on the couptry-
side and based on peasant support rather than on the c“y movement, were the only cokrect

somhons for scizing power, The author notcs however, that Ciié Guevara admitted LAccpt onal
N Ty 1 2

repeat themseclves on the continent. He held, above all, that the rapid iransition to sociaiism
of the Cuban revolution had produced a poiarization of forces in Lalin America, aligning all
reactionary forces and U. 5. imperialism on one side and the popular masses on ihe other.
Neither the middle classes nor the United States could therefore be deceived and surprised
again (as they had been in Cubal); repressive measures would be severe from the oulset and
the struggle long and hard. Consequently, Ché Guevara ruled, revolutionary war in Latin
America would have to be waged without the support of the bourgevisic and on an openly
anti-imperialist, Marxist and pro-Cuban label.

Ché Guevara called for armed struggle on a coniinental scale to coun lcmct the close military
collaboration between the so-called Latin American “ruiing oligardiies” and U. S, imperialism,
Small guerrilla units, operating in a number of countries according to a coordinated-strategy
and hit and run tactics were to sharpen existing contradictions making the struggle more and

more radical. Gradually they were to grow into large peasant armies, turning finally Latin
America, as Ché Guevara put it, into the torch of a sccond or third Vielnam. Attention is also
called to the fact that Ché Guevara did not consider the suerrilla only as the main military
instrument, but as the political center of the whole revolui*snary movement as well. [e main-
tained that the revolutionary party should grow out of the guerrilla and not vice versa, Most
of these views, the author points out, are rejected Ly the orthodox CP of Latin America and
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Europe.

The article goes on to discuss Ché Guevara's ideologicai vontribulion to the period of con-
structing socialism in Cuba, noting that Ché Guevara the cconomist was less influential than
Ché Guevara the moralist. The author stresses his convicion that socialism as well as commu-
nism only made sensc in terms of the creation of a morally superior man and explains thus,
why the development of o revolutionary consciousnuss wwas more important to Ché Guevara
{han the problem of satis{ying the material needs. Vo mass-mobitization he therefore relied
on moral incentives, looking upon material incentives as warmiul ruanants of the capitalist
past.

Particular attention is also called to the Jfact thai Ciué Guevara considered exinting trade

W

relations between the communist nations of lastern Europa and the underdeveinped coun-
trics to be immoral and ¢ “srmer “accomplices of imperialism”, because of their basing trade
on world-market prices. .. 1.0 objected ai moral grounds to the Soviet thesis of constructing
communism in one country first and advanced the idea that simuitancous developracnt of
socialism and communism was possible to a certain degiee.

As to the conclusions, the author points out that wiile Ché Guevaras views differed ifcom
pro-sovict conceptions on all major points, their apparant coincidence withh those of Muo
Tse-tung was not due to ideological dependence on Deking.

The importance of Guevara's ideological herilage is above all seen in the fact it laid ik
groundwork for an independent Lalin American marxism as adve.ated by the Cuban reve-
lution and the OLAS, implying a direct challenge to the orthodox CP in Latin Amciivca wiik
the objective of forging a third forge of world communism in the name of the underdeve-
loped countries. But it is also scen in the idealism aad maysticisa in which Ché Guevars had
wrapped his ideology, that necessarily exercise an appeal, especially in the ranks of the
youth.

‘As to the future of Ché Guevara’s heritage, the author feels that il will preserve its place in
the Cuban revolution. As to Latin America he points oul sciwe obvious fJaws and contra-
dictions in Ché Guevara’s writing about the inevitability ol the revolutionary path. New
realities shaping up on the contincat might render Ché Guevara’s ideas incilective. But facts
pointing into the other direction are also signalied out, and the article finishes on the ominous

>

note, that unless decisive progress is attained on the continent, the spirit of Ché Guevara
might well continue haunting the Latin American scene.
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