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FBI Frustrated in Search for  Anti-Red Leader |

Family of Eight,DisI-
. appeared 16 Month}
Agb—Car Found

"By ROBERT H. COLLINS
of the Post-Dispatch Staff
—Fre-mysterivms—disap e
16 months ago of John R. Harrel]
|and seven members of his famil;
has been a frustrating case {of
the Federal Bureau of Investiga}
[tion, which has had as many a
'100 agents working on it at on
time, an authority connected wit]
ithe search told the Post-Dispatc
.yesterday.
| Harrell was the wealthy leadef
‘of the anti-Communist Christiag
{Conservative Church. . His autd
'mobile was found on a side roag
,near Springfield, I, April 1
'1963 He was reported to havg
been carrying between $14,00p
iand $20,000 at the time of hiS
disappearance.

thn R Harrez.H‘

Robert B.” DePugh, nallonalf"
ileader of the Minutemen and|
friend of Harrell, said he be-|
‘lieved Harrel and his family are,
bemg held rcaptive. i

Dead or In Hiding 1

Some law enforcement officials,

'belicve that Harrell and his fam.|
:ily are hiding. Others think they
{may be dead. -

L d(m’lt nehpve it 13 pc»ssm
+ a man and sevenn membe
his family to hide from

I this long, » DePugh sai

e FBI officially entered
rch last November,

¢ ward of $5000 for information |

' f'holdmgs.
 linterest in the Harrell case la

.ipear for trial in United Stat

Friend Believes Har-
rell Is Held by Com.|:

munists or CJA E '

Shortly after accel’s disap-
pearance, DePugh coffered a re-

about the family’s whereabouts.
DePugh, Norborne, Mo,, is presi-
dent of Biplab Corp., a pharma-
ceutical firm.
Questioned by FBI

DePugh said the FBI has ques-
tioned him many times about
Harrell’s disappearance. *“FBI
agents try to leave the impres-
sion they believe John is hiding
out,” DePugh said. :

At the time of his disappear-
ance, Harrell was en route to
Springfield for a conference with.
officials of the Internal Revenue’
:Service about income tax prob-,
lems. Harrell operated a mauso-
leum a.nd construction business.

—

The FBI first showed offici

o

‘district court at East St. Lou
‘on charges of harboring
AWOL Marine. :
In August 1962, the FBI anf
Ifinois State Police raided Hap-
irell's 100-acre estate at Louxr

\November when he did not ai
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ville, IIL, to seize the Marine;
who had been given refuge by
.Harrell,

Letter Cited
“So I find it difficult to be-
“T heard from John two days' lieve he's hiding. The letter he

; in ras being held’
before he disappeared,” DePugh wrote sayig he was | .
related. “He said he had somge prisoner seems to indicate he is

i . . N H 11]
{extremely important information 3 alive.

-and would meet me at the Lex.; Last October, three letters -

{ington, Mo., .airport, but he signed “John H. Harrell” were
rcalled later and said he had de- /mailed with Cairo, Iil, post-
icided to drive hig automobile, ;marks. The Rev. A. Vance Comer,
‘] Evidence on Reds I!'president of the Christian Con-

“He said he had documentary | Servative Church, who received

M

He said that the bbmmuﬁsts

:groof of Communist membership | one of the letters, said be Was  were his prime suspects but that -

9l some highly placed people in | Convinced that, as the letters: o would not. eliminate the CIA ;

‘sovernment. He did not name || 52id, Harrell was being held cap-
-,the'rmover_th-e;_nhvone‘ He said he tive by Communists and was be-
felt he should give me the in- -inZ questiohed about his churchQ

formation 511'139‘5'01"-" "povement and knowledge of .
DePugh said that Harrell Was - Communists in the United States, .
not a member of the M{putemen.‘ “I feel that the FBI is skepti-
-2 secret anti-Communist group cal about the letters from what .
that specializes in armed guer- they have said t0 me,” the Rev. .
‘milla tactics in preparation for' Mr. Comer said. “ I know it doss
j a last-ditch fight against the soung fantastic and unbeliey-
Communists when they finally abje, but everylhing the Com- '
. subvert the United States. munists do is unbelievable,” ‘
. “There are two reasons why DePugh said that FBI agents
‘it is Hlogical to assume the Har- have told him that handwriting
_]r;lls al}']e hiding out somewhere,” anal}gt-s have determined that it
"DePugh said: was Harrell's handwriting, “Peg-
“«(1) They left their 'baby he- plq w.ﬂ'vo knew JOlhn also _have ;
“hind. T know of an instance in Said it was his handwriting,”
;- which John and his wife went' DePugh related, * I don’t com-
¢ on a vacation without the chil-' Pletely fd'x's:coumt It;he polsfzgl'% it |
dren, After four days, she in-. Was a forgery, It cou that
sisted they cut the vacation' he was dead and  somebody
. short and return home because - Wanted the authorities to think,
she missed the baby and was , for some reason, that he was
- worried about him. It doesn’t Still alive,” v
- make sense that they would . Lists Passible Ahductors
| ;gave the U’ﬁ:by for a year and -bhOn-Iy three organizations In.
i four months. ' is country-—the FBI, the Cen-
i “(2) John’s mother was with | tral Intelligence Agency end the
him. I could conceive that he Com‘mun'isbs—a‘{'e ‘capable of “so
might have felt himself in dan. |completely hiding a man, two
ger and that there was so much | Women and five children for such
 pressure against him that he |® long period of time,” Depugh
| ‘would hide out, but his mother |asserted. . 4 ‘
was a hard-headed old business | ‘‘The FBI would never be a ‘
lady who was not the type to |Party to such a trick, and there’s !
‘have anything to do with any ntho trelrasn wﬁg i ufh"um Q?»Dio
;voluntary disappearance. it leaves the cther two,
ALy CISEPPEATaNCe: 1 Pugh said. T

| “long delay” in beginning an

"DePugh said.

from suspicion because ‘it hag -

come under Communist influ- |

ence,” :

DePugh said that the CIA “hag B
exceeded its grant of authority, |
It was established to operate out-
side the United States. The FBI
bas jurisdiction within the United
States. The FBI, relatively
speaking, is a patriotic organizas
tion. It is trustworthy.”

“John Harrell wasn’t the fanas
tic a lot of people thought,”
DePugh said. “I know the Com-
munists considered him danger-
ous.

Tells of Hideout

“Some time before his dis.
appearance, John had bought
a hideout and about $100,000
worth of food, general supplies
and military equipment, inculd-
ing several hundred rifles and a
large quantity of ammunition.

|1 don’t know where the hideout |
|was, but I would guess it was

in New Mexico,” -
DePugh was highly critical of
the Federal Government for its

investigation of the disappear-
ance. ;

“John's friends asked the FBI
to investigate, and they said it
was beyond their jurisdiction un- |
til they finally' came into the !

.case some seven months after |

he mnd his family disappeared,” ”

{
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