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A Watch On The CGiA
!

The Central Intelligence Agency, alone of all federal agencies,
~has not once been subjected to formal review by members of
; Congress, The closest thing to such a review—and it is not very |
k close~is the informal watch kept on CIA operations by a special
¢ Subcommittee composed of Appropriations and Armed Services ;
I Committee memberg, e s
[ =The_Central Intelligence Agency has, in short, been in large
| théas W ungo j ing its almost 20 years of existence,
In recent years there have been rising fears that the CIA,

P

gp Fating virtually without congressional supervision, has gone -
- jr;:Eeyond its intelligénce-gathering function, The arguments
«for  supervision considerably outweigh the counter-argument j
t that anything more than casyal scrutiny wéuld undermine the |
IL.GIA because of the secretjye nature of its operations, ;
b L“fﬂolpl.'%?i?rli just_made in the Separe have refocused attention .
. on_this matter, Sen, Fugene J, McCarthy seeks creation of a ¢
,.§pecial Senate Foreign Relations _subcommittee to study the
.. impact of CIA_activities qn United States relations with other
£ S. Sen, - Stephen M, Young proposes establishment of a
~peripanent joint commitiee. of Senate and House to oversee .
foperationsof he 1, .,
{ * Senator Young said this: “*Wrapped in its cloak of secrecy, the
. G1A bas in effect been making . foreign policy, In so doing, it

; nas assumed responsibilities which were heretofore solely |
L thoge of the President and Congress.* Senator McCarthy said ;
[ that because there has_been no formal review of the CIA *“it
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‘has 9% been possible to_determine whether a valid basis exists
for criticism. of. the_agency, .or to prevent what appear to be
sidistortions of policy or to dispel rumors surrounding the activi-
- xies of the CIA'' These are cogent points, A thoroughgoing .
. Study and establishmeq: of 4. supervisory setup, both handled -
Erelth discretion, would be much. in the public interest, ot
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