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For Releasé”: Cl

Probers Release Transcript
Bearing on Otto OtepkaCase

By CECIL HOLLAND
Sinr Stafl Wriler

tenate  nvesligalors  hay
relcased transcript of closg
hearings on Slate Departmait
i sccurlty practices which arp
“expected Lo be a factor in tl
department’s cfforls to fire OUb

F. Otepka, one of its lop secur

Ly officers.

. The testimony, going back l

&

. 1963, deals with the controve
sial case of William A, Wielang
Latin-Amcrican expert in th
department, in conneclion wil
Tidel Castro's rise to power i
Cuba,
| The transcript is one of sevc
the Scnale Internal  Secur lt
subcommittee plans to relea
Jbearing on Lhe Olepka case. I
¢ Otepka, once the depariment i
clnc( securily cvaluator,

W l
lordercd dismissed for disclosinf
c]asc,lfmd information. to (h
Scnale investigators, A depar
mental hearing, deferred seveld
sl times pending release of th
tanscripls, is now scheduleg
for mid-Septomber.

Given Itenewed Clearance

Highlights of the testimon
included:

i. Wieland received renewe
clearance last year despile twp
ndverse evalualions, with thi|
second raising bhe question of
securily.
-2, Otopka accused Wicland of
giving false testimony in sayin
he saw Castro only once on Lh
Cuban lecader’s 1058 visit 1
Washington. Accovding {
information he obtained, Oteplk
testified, it was wat least sl
times. _

3. Wicland failed to disclos
on his personnel form that b
once went by the name o
Mouolenegro.

personally took it up wilh
Robert F, Kennedy, then the
attorney general, in 1064, Ken-
nedy indicated then, the {esti-
mony showed, thrat he saw no
reason to reopen the case.

5. Otepka flatly contradicted
the testimony of Jolm F, Reilly,
former head of the depant-
menl's office of securily, that
Olepka asked to be taken out of
the Wieland case because of his
lestimony in the Senate hearing,
Otepka testified, the transcript
reveals, that lely brought up
the question and that when
Otepka was relieved of his
duties as chiel of the evaluation
scction, he was effectively taken
out of the case.

Headed Cnban Dcsk
The Wieland ease ;zoes back

to the Eisenhower administra-

tion and questions raised at that
lime on Castro’'s Communist
alfilision. Wicland was then
head of the Stale Dopartment's
Cuban desk.

In a 1962 report, the subcom-
mitlee said a great quantity of
inlelligence on Castro's Con-
munist conneclions came to his
desk, and then added:

“The committee was unable
to document a single instance in
which Mr. Wicland passed any
of this material up to his supe-
riors or mentioned it as credible
In any report or policy paper.”

The transeript revealed that
subcommittee members repcat-
edly ‘questioncd State Depart-
ment witnesses on what wag
described as the unusual course

of the Wlelanq Investigation and !

how it was finally resolved. It
did not reveal who finally
ordered the Wieland clearance
reaffitmed.

The Justice Department,” the:
transcript  revealed,  found,
insulficient grounds for a perjus,
ry case growing out of Wie-,
land's teslimony regarding hig
failure to disclose on his appli.
cation that he had been known
as Montenegro, :

Otepka has remained on the
State-  Department
pending the. hearing, but hag,
becn given only routina assign-
meﬂ'&o
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4, The Wieland case was twico
referced to the Juslice Departs
ment for rulings and, in one,
Secretary of State Dean Rusk
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