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°  Inside Washington_

By ROBERT S, ALLEN and PAUL SCOTT
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- Red Chinese fxtend Feelers

WASHINGTON -- |[Red China

ey
N

1§ puiling oul feelers Jor disCus-
sions with the U.S. through non
diplomatic channels, preferabl
prominent businessmen  wit
close While House ties.

War-racked Southeast Asia,

‘the future of Formosa and Ko
, rea, and trade are the indicated|f

- principal subjects of the pro-
! posed informal talks.

This  profoundly significant

" overture has been conveyed by

! Alvin  Hamilton,

Conservative

~ member of the Canadian Parlia-

ment and the former agricul-
ture minister who negotiated
his country’s first huge wheat
sale to Communist China.
Hamilton spent four days .in
Washington last week confer-

. Ting with fop Stale Department
" and other administration offi-

] Among those present were Sens. |
- J. William Fulbright, D-Ark.,

cials and leaders of the Senale
Foreign, Relations Committee.
His unannounced meetings with
these key senators were ar-
ranged by the State Depart-
ment, '

KEY LEGISLATORS
One session was a luncheon.

Chairman, Bourke Hickenlooper,’

-Jowa, ranking ‘Republican, and |
; Frank Church, D-Idaho, shaip
. critic of U.S. involvement' in -

¢ South Viet Nam,

Also on hand was Thomas

- Hughes, director of - State De-

e

partment intelligence and re-
search, who took extensive

© notes of the views expressed by

the senators. :

Sen. George Aiken, V., sec-
ond-ranking Republican com-
mitteeman, who was unable to

‘be at the luncheon, later had ;i ‘
- half-hour talk with Hamilton —

at the request of the StatA De-

p_artm.ensgnit_iz_e‘db -
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soundings were recidad by
visit of more than a manth tha |
Hamilton made to Feling late ;
last year. . !
During this stay he conlerred !

" others.

In Hamilton’s talks with the
senators, he e¢xpressed willing
ness to act as intermediary in
- getting a
logue” underway

“gime. )

POSSIBLE SCOKESVEN

At the huncheon with the £ or
eign Relitions chmmiitecmen,
there was vonsiaeeable discus- .

who
o meet with

‘respected  personialities
might be sought
the Red. Chinese,

Twa internationally
Jnames s mentioned . were John
McCloy, wne-time high (omenis-
sioner for  Geraway, oriner
head of the World Baak, ex-
chairman of the bourd o! Chase
Manhattan Bank, and head of
the Ford Foundation, and Gen-
eral Alfred Gruentier, one- time

of the American Red Cross, and
dircctor of the New York Life
Insurance Co. .

According 1o Hamilion, UN
Ambassador  Adiaj Stevenson
and Sen. Fulbright also would
be acceptable, He stated that,
fIWhen he mentioncd ‘their names -
to Premier Chou Joalaj, the lat.
ter expressed approval, S
 To this informauda Fuibright *
veplied he was not interested in’:
ersonally  becoming involved',
in such an undertaking. The
rkansan stated he had “no op- -
jections” to the launching of !
uch informal discussions, but. .
id not want to participate _i
' For Release ;

with Premier Chou Eislai and ¢

. of views to come from the For-|

‘ 0 Ty eign Relations Comimiittee. Rusk
“non-ciplomatic cia- .
belween the |
U.S. and the Man Tre-vmg re !

sion of well-knovrn anc higaly ¢

known s

NATQ commander. former head |
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RUSK FAVORS

‘The senators also were in-
Tormed that Secretary Dean
Rusk favors the proposed ind :
formal talks. . :
It was stressed, however, that
the State Department heads| |
wanl the “initiative” for prod
ceeding with such an exchange|

cLe.

vas said to deem this precau-
L on advisable 10 safeguard the
administration from possible at-| .
tack on the ground of “making|”
- a4 secrel deal” with the Chinese
Feds,
In Hamilton's discussions with
Chou "Fn-lai the latter voiced

. U.S, industrial equipment and{’
surplus grain and other com-
modities, N
Ta: Sen. Aiken, Hamilton ex-
piressed the opinion, ‘M will be
‘only a relatively short time bé-
; fore your country will be trad-
ing  with  Communist China.
That's inevitable because of the
growing pressure by your busi-
. ness people, particularly on the
" West Coast.”
The ' Canadian leader also
-slated his country ' expects lan
- continue selling large quantities
‘of wheat to Peking for at least
"'another- five years. '
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