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- fexcesses of the United States Su-,

) '} 'Ibuilding to divert attention from the’
.57} kproceedings underway inside. The

A ~sembly by Fidel Castro's right-hand Y;
‘._man, Maj. Ernesto Che Guevara.
' jThls much is beyond dispute: Some-

o “tlice picked up

former Central Infelligence Agency |

| |thoughts. They took the men: into |
-} reustody again, and this tnne they

B A small | story from New York
City last week provxdes asvaluable
~lesson in due process that many of
‘us, in our zeal to criticize admitted

Kstory turns on the Sixth Amend-

preme Cdurt, are apt to forget, Out’
{ment right to legal counsel. It beo<

1 ,(gms last December 11. ., A
v On that day, accordmg to the po- |lice did not know he was represent-

hce. three antl~Castro Cubans fired
a bazooka ‘at' the United Nations

incident, it will be recalled; grew

rout of a speech to the General As-.

_one did fire a bazooka shell into’ the
"East River while Guevaraispoke,

* A short time Jdter, New York po-
ulio Carlos Perez, a

emplgye in Havang] and two broth« |
ersj/lgnacio and¥YGuilermo Novo.’
The three denied complicity in the\
crime and were released, But a
,Week later, the police had second

stead, he asserted he had been re-T
quired to cool his heels in the sta-|’

tion house from 6:15 p.m. until the i -

pohce had extracted confessions
from each of the suspects, about /'
five hours later. Was it possible the/.
police were unaware of his pres
ence? Hardly. He repeatedly asked |
to see his clients.- Perhaps the po-{

ing the Cubans. They had known he |,
was, said Mr. Johnson, for a week n
‘The judge was not long in. recog- -
nizmg the similarities between this]
‘case and the case of Danny Esco-

bedo. charged with murder in Illi- "
nois. Escobedo’s lawyer, too, was

:at a distance. But when he asked to

. The’ United States Supreme Court,
“in a: much-criticized opinion, ruled
‘that Escobedo’s confession :was in-

. Cubans, Justice 'Shapiro ruled in a
like manner.
In our view, both dec1sions were
".correct. The plain language of the|
- Sixth Amendment allows for no oth-|

¢got a confession.

New York ' Supreme Court in
Queens. There Peter James John-

*" .1 !son, lawyer for the three accused:

5 kfm:uestionmmugqu.m

Cubans, pleaded the - Constitution:
'in behalf of his,clients. The people’s
case;, he argued, hinged solely on

feridants’ constitutional rights,

preme Court ruling in the Escobédo
case, Mr. Johnson contended that he
should have been’,available to his
clients after they" were ‘plckéd  up!

the confessions, and the confessions|
‘were obtained in defiance of the de:|
i 1s clearly called upon to offer some } 42

[ Applying the' United StatemSu-' -

-er opinion.\“In all criniinal prose-{

, Waiting 4n the station house to see|
“his client. In fact, he even saw him|

" talk with him, the ‘police: refused.|

‘admissable. In the case of the three 3

Ilce have already extracted an ad
_missable confession. -

o

-ing argue, many crimes would g3

{unpunished if the police were ham '
pered in their questioning -of susq;

.-pects. Doubtless they would, an

‘doubtless, too, the policeman's lot i 3 °.
‘ot always a happy one. Whose isq

iThe purpose of the Constitution

. howeyer, is not to make the polxc .
happy. Its purpose, among othey ;-
“things, is to protect the individual~-~
‘from false accusations and slipshod :
: proceedings that may lead to injus{
. tice. Punishing crimes is one thing|
‘punishing eriminals’ may be some,
thing else, If ' constitutional safet:
“guards 'are dismissed for conven o

'iences sake. . .

But, critics of the Escobedo rul g i

- On ,Wednesday. Perez and thcli.
11 Novo brothers will go back to Jus}-
"tice Shapiro’s couirt,  where “theif § .
. guilt or innotence will be “estab} 3
'lished. If the police have don€ theit :

\work, and- not merely ¢ounted: or} "

the‘defendants to,save them th
trouble, 'justice. may be' - serve
there ' as, well. - If, becguse - they’,
haven't; Perez and the Novos g

.cutions,” says the Constltution, “the| _

» Last Tuesday the case came be- ( accused shall enjoy the right ..
- |fore Justice J. Irwin Shapiro of thel

his-defense.” This guarantee has;
generally been honored in the court-‘
‘room. What the "Escobedo. case e,
‘tablished was the right to pre-tnal
‘counsel - if the police move 'from’
-the simple eliciting of facts t

making of an accusation. Wh'egn
police accuse a man of a crime, he

defense, if he can In preparing’
such a defense, t
eays he shall have access to-legal’

. counsel. What could bg plainer than g
'‘that? Surely 4 lawyer is of Hitle. useg

L 1&1& me Ménée.qt.}:oun;eu the
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have the assistance of counsel- forﬂ '.
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the;
the

Constitution g RO
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frege. .ho, Houbt: thz Esco;edqv
ing'will be falsély accused.: ~‘u.n
fll be falsely de
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