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sugoests it was really the
work of 4 brilliant Arme

i S N
3 was noted for his heavy e named “Bill" Ekserdjian,
pammer and his even. con- 3 v:mm_v,e..: worked from the reputed to have been one of
fiteod temperamen: F o« ,;a - N ﬁwr. 4 Philby » most effective agents
' ) Malcolm Muggeridge, how W_mh e m,_ w,_wqw__mm:wmhmm The picture seems te have
o R S o have detected ou Be, the - naw > Deen « Jronic symbol of

in Phiiby at this time a quality  POUr evagiu, the " new

oot suppressed  violence e

mmﬁ ol the city He esta

eniggaatic  status,

shee i i A throughout his

n,:.“..:w_.u n_m 2 yamw_m.mi:;mw mwws_:.. .5 u Turkish period he was closely

anr:»:mn Asfate shore of the Bos. 0 touch with :.w w? 3.:m

u:wa-:a!:n phorus.  Life was far from _mENmE&.nuw‘_w,ﬁw.%smw?,%%ﬁ

ght 5 ro dustere, but P 1iby  clearsy ©.car o

- ha te i nse ™ found the sociely boring. He 1 knew this. But like

peopie.

inhibied rage in early child-
hood: lates, it is often feund as
w!a of an enormously power-
lul Inhibition against express-
ing aggression towards other

. The strange

wrete 10.a friend in Londe
“Y wonder why they dom’t
hire the same bus to take the
same people to all the same
parties. .. "

Things were enlivened by
visity from Guy Burgess on
holiday from “the Foreign
Office in London. Guy's most
spectacular exploit was a dive
inte the Bosphorus from the
upper fiogr . of the Philby
residence; presumably : on
the'ins, _,-&_u of raki guid
his y between the rocks.

But the intricacles of his
job should have saved Philby
from amy threat of boredom.

a  detective, a counter-
espionage agent in the field
can only m.o_ results uw nix-
ing with the “ criminals ” he
is trying to catch.

The technique had been
elaborated by men wunder
Phigby’s own command in the
waF: gaining contact through
intermediaries with German
agents. and feeding them a
skilful blend of true and false
information abowt Bitish
operations.

The vital question is how
far Phjlby's superlors had
given him permission to ven-
ture into this moral fwilight?

The first curiosy about it Had théy actually given him
wag that he should be doing permission to play a * double-
" He went to Turkey it: why would the head of a agent” game with the
diplomatie cover

he was 2 * temp: -
" stattoned ,

trol work. In M%cﬂns.. ' Ocqagﬁcﬁﬂm

espionage. DUE TO an inaccurate identi- The statement that the code
! gﬁ"‘anﬂnhﬂa »ﬂ_ﬁ appoint- fication from last week’s picture  and cypher operation was * run
ment was to be signi - of the AngloGerman Fellow- by naval captain  Edward

.!u.:;.m_h_u:ungmﬁe..o:m,.:zmm;Znunz»:,nnn:a:.
wag 17 years F.K_‘ M of the guests was Margaret, Although Hastings was in
a»“ ”r 4 Oﬁ%ﬁsnhﬂ”o Duchess of Argyll (then Mrs

Nt new post ““in

uhess s 253% of :Em: of Eﬂn. work M.a
Charles Sweeney). She was not ferre: to, the head of the
shegruth sbout Philby's  there.  Nor, indeed, was any General Code and Cypher School
Nq«n_.ﬁ The . Government, other Duchess of Argyll, past or  itseif up fto 1943 ‘was Come
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d Heath, was * now  present. mander Alastair Denniston,

only more riu% by his
casual doziness of manner.
The war vears, in fact, were
the best of his diplomatic life.
An eminent colleague of the
time says that they were the
peak of the momentum which
guaranteed Maclean's subse-
uent promotions, even in the
ace of an obviously declifiing
performarce
It is not hard to see why
he declined. Unlike Kim
Philby, Maclean shows every
sign_of having been deeply
troubled by his duplicity and
subject to traumatic fits of
doubt. Genuine ambivalence
Wwas always a feature of his
brand of Communism.
For any Marxist of this
particular  disposition the
alliances of the war were a
blessed relief from anguish
In Maclean's case, those years
rovided no foretaste of the
urid personality break-up
to come; they were years
when he could serve both his
country and his ideology with-
out betraying either.
Marriage, as the bombs
were falling on Paris, had
tempered the gregarious, im-
ressionable youth of the
ft - Bank cafés. He and
Melinda, despite bad patches,
were close. Their JHe in
Washington was unexce]
tional, and he was widely
regarded as worthy rather
than brilliant. His main
recreation was tennis, which
he often played with George
Middleton, later head of the
FO Personnel Department.
The two also developed a
mixture of water and
cigarette butts to keep the
insects off their roses in the
humid summers.

veyed in all British Govern-
ment statements from the
moment Maclean defected.

But startling new evidence
has now come 1o light which
entirely coptradicts this view.
It consists of the only known
documentary assessment of
the matier made by either the
British or’ American Govern-
ments: a - letter written in
1956 by the State Department
to ;Senator..James Eastland,
chairmarn of the Senate Inter-
nal Security sub-committee,
which was then proposing to
hold its own Investigation
into the damage done fo the
US by Burgess and Maclean.

Dated February 21, 1956,
and written after discussion
with the intetligence agencies,
the letter makes clear exactly
what were the sensitive cate-

oties of information Maclean
ad access to. In paragraph
10. it states: .

' He had an opportunity to
have access to ‘informati
shared by the three partici-
pating countries in the fields
of patents, : declassification
matters and research and
a?,m_on.:mﬂ relating to the
programme of procurement
of raw material from foreign
sources by the Combined
Development Agency, inelud-
ing estimates of supplies and
requirements.”

The C D A was the creature
of Maclean’s CPC. Its essen-
tial task was the pre-emptive
purchase (mostly from the
Belgian Congo) of uranium,
which was still thought to be
in exceedingly short supply,
ahead of the Russians. As
well as being able to foment
political trouble in Belgium
over the CD A’s secret deals

Act would have been & rare,
rational guide to her intel-
ligence planners,

But  Maclean's " official
capacity ” stretched beyond
these ' committees into the
AEC building itself. This
has been disclosed by
Admiral Lewis Strauss, the
former A-EC chairman.

Admiral Strauss has des-
cribed how he * learned that
an alien was the holder of a
permanent pass to the Com-
mission’s eadquarters, a

_pass, moreover, which was of

a character that did net
require him to be accom-
panied within the building.”
The holder of this pass was
Donald Maclean

Maclean was able to get his
pass because the AEC was
split over the exchange of
atomic information into pro-
and anti-British groups. The
general manager of the AEC
at that time, Prof. Carroll L.
Wilson, now of the Massachu-

were signs of Maclean's in
clpient crack-up. He never
found treason an easy matter;
his successes seem to have
borne heavily on him. He
had begun to drink more
freely; life with Melinda was
becoming more difficull.

These dormant traumas
came vividly into the open
at his next post, Cuiro, to
which he was sent from
Washington to be Head of
Chancery, after what in F O
jargon is called “an acceler-
ated promotion.”

Melinda, with four servants
adored the British Raj ele-
ment still left in Cairo society
(many officials had been
transferred from India and
had brought their preten-
sions with them). She even
found a new interest in the
social round. Her apogee as
a hostess was a party for the
Duke of Edinburgh. Deciding
HRH would like a break

from protocol, she Snm::%_ league with the broken 1¢

selts I of Technology, néisy, games 1
was in the pro-British group * Murder.” The royal guest
(Strauss was anti). en  was enchanted.

Maclean’s boss, the British
representative on CD A, Sir
Gordon Munro, approached
Wilson for a pass for Maclean
Wilson was quite ready to
grant it. Wilson recently ad-
mmitted to the Sunday Times:
“Yes, I gave the order for a
non-escort pass to be issued
... 1 saw no reason why I
shouldn’t. If I had had any
suspicions I would not have
done s0. But I thought Mac-
lean to be safe "

The pass was in fact a
badge, to be w“:,wmn up at the
desk of the A E C lobby. When
Strauss discovered it had been
issued, he also discovered that

In  Donald the change
Wﬁwmoﬁ all his latent ag-
. . His .onn-m.aium,
overt antt-Américanism had
- aroused little concern im;
‘Washington; it was shared

anyway cw. many of his em-
bassy ~ coll i

unpopular for
ioi%. He found the corrupt
Farouk regime nauseous and
the time-hallowed British
. policy of ostentatiously doing
* Bof about it eyen more
© 0.

_Instead of getting drunk
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Dyl que binges. He was
arrested by e Egyptian
police, dead-drunk and with-
out shoes. His hangovers
reached such proportions that
he was often absent from the
office. Eventually the Embassy
Security Officer, Major
“Sammy "  Sansom, took
notice.

“He was a brilliant chap
but highly unreliable,”
Sansom recalls. I reported
his drinking to Carey Foster
(Head of Security in the F 0)
direct via the diplomatic
bag” Normally such reports
would have passed through
the Ambassador, but as
Maclean was Head of
Chancery he would have bhad
to see them first.

Sansom, a regular ranker
unendowed with diplomatic
gifts—"I was the most hated
man in the Embassy "-~had
already clashed with Maclean.
To his fury he had been
refused permission o initiate
spot searches on Embassy
staff  Sansom also blamed
Maclean for losing the fifth
copy of a top secret telegram
from London.

As Cairo was a “ Grade A"
Embassy they reccived copies
of important cables from
all over the world. Mac-
Jean, as Head of Chancery,
- had acreess to even more than

the  Ambassador. SwEisom’s

throttle her  The second
was an American who fell
over as soon as they landed
and cracked his skull. An
Egyptian watchmay, attracted
by the noise, challenged the
arty with his ancient rifle,
.»wqw?: disarmed him and
started 1o swing the gun
round his head. A fellow
member of the Embassv tried
to take it away and slipped
down the bank with six feet
four of Maciean on top of him,
He finished up with a broken
leg.

By this time the reluctant
host was prevailed on 1o un-
lock his door. The injured
American was carried in to a
bedroom, and out again when
they found their hostess was
there, unconscious from drink
and wearin o:_w. a pair of
slacks. anmw ad Dy now
terrified the Egyptian servant
into unlocking the drinks
cabinet and he took his col-
B a

bottie of gin as an anaes-

thetic.
M@n & while :o.—.ﬂ-u maudlin
¢ and comtrite. en a taxi
arrived and he 1 1o ride
in it on the eccentri¢ grounds
that the driver was an abor-

* party got back to Cairo the
ollowing afternoon.

Miraculously the escapade
wag hushed but a second,
two monthg later, got into the
Egyptian Press. A writer
friend of Maclean’s arrived in
town and got off to a bad start
by meeting an Ambassador’s
wife without his trousers
on (they were being dried
after a mishap with a whisky
decanter). Later he embarked
on a two-day blind with
Maclean and they finished by
forcing their way into a flat
belonging to the U § ambassa-
dor's secretary. They smashed
the furniture, dumped a lot
of her clothes in the lavatory,
and smashed the bath with'a
marble shelf.

"It was marvellous to see

. it go up in smithereens,” the

writer enthused. Maclean’s
orgy was less a matter for
aesthetic pleasure. He dis-
liked the girl because she was
American.

But even during Maclean's
Cairo crack-up, the occasions
for treason seem not to have
eluded him. For in July, 1948,
two months before Maclean
left Washington, a new field
of -maximum interest to
Soviet inteligence had been
opened to him. This was
the top secret negotiation of
the North Atlantic Pact, the
seminal Western initiative in
the developing Cold War.

Again Maclean's continuing
proximity to this is more
than a hypothesis. The State
Department letter, in one of
its most . pointed ' passages,
states  categorically  that
*Maclean is known to have
had knowledge” of the
exchanges. But. more than
this, the letter suggests that
he was familiar with everv-
thing which “led up to”
signature of the Pact in
April, 1949:
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INSIGHT

MEN AND DOGS: Philby (above) at home with
Guy Burgess
snited, in Moseow after his defection

mongrel Tessa.

(right), boiler-

This gives a fresh perspec-
tive to the British Govern-.

<ment’s ist ions

the subject, he virtually set

that Maclcan's postings after
‘Washington provided him
with no opportunity for
important espionage. Being
a “ Grade A" embassy, Cairo
was kept informed on British
diplomacy across the board.
Maclean, as head of Chancery
was excellently placed to
‘monitor the continuing Wash-
Ington talks.

The death
of a
secret army

WHILE MACLEAN was still
in Cairo, Philby had moved
into a new job in W:

up the CIA's anti-Soviet
pionage operation.
The damage Philby did

during his two years in Wash-
ington is almost impossible to
assess without considerably
greater access to secret infor-
mation than any newspaper
could hope to obtain. But we
have pieced together an
account of the worst disaster
that was ultimately charged
to Philby’s acount, the Alban-
ian debacle.

The Volkov incident in
1945 had been a piece of
surgery, swift and casually
brutal. The Albanian debacle
five years later was altogether
a more considered and a
bloodier affair. What Philby
betrayed was an attempt by
Britain and America, at the
height of the Cold War, to
overthrow Russian influence

He arrived there in October,
1849, and promptly began the
most savagely destructive
phase of his career.
Washington must  have
seemed to Philby to be his
redemption after the purga-
tory of Istanbul. He went to.
America as liaison man be-
tween Britain’s SIS and the
American CIA. Now he was
:at the heart of western in-
telligence—at a time when,
as a top CIA man of the
period said, “ relations
_were_closer than they have
been between any two services
at any time.” *“You must
remember,” he said, “ that at
this time the CIA regarded
themselves almost as
novices.” And Philby was
acknowledged as = perhaps
Britain's most brilliant opera-
tive. .

—u!?wn had _.rnnn::_,n value
to the CIA at this time.

in Albania by means of
guerrilla-fi ted uprisings.
For 17 years this has

remained one of the most
extraordinary secrets of the
Cold War. It has suited both
sides to leave it that way.
For the West, the Albanian

150 lives. For Russia it was
a nasty preview of what could
happen in other parts of her
uneasy empire.

In 1949, the weakest sector
of the Russian empire was the
Balkans. The Communist
rebels in Greece were on the
point of collapse. Jugoslavia

was Communist but had
broken with Russia. Even
Albania was unsteady. The

Jugoslav Communists had -uﬂ
Albania since the war; n

Tito's cooling had forced
Russia to move her own
“technicians” and

ot advisers.” [dnto 2&»:,_?%. et

2:.5 ﬂei :.ams.mmﬂ
Office and the American State

affair was a disaster costing:

~idea: could Albanian.,
nationalism be harnessed to
overthrow Russlan influence?
Perhaps the process of dis-
affection might even be.
helped along a bit?

Ernest Bevin, the Foreign
Secretarv, was adamantly
opposed to the idea. But
the Foreign Office contained

a vocal faction in favour
of establishing * resistance
movements” in  virtually

every ceuntry of occupied
eastern Europe. This was
enthusiastically supported by -
the hairier dcnizens of SIS,
particularly the old SOE
operators who firmly believed
the dictum that * politics is
war carried on by other
means "—or as it might be,
the same means.

But, over Albania, Bevin
seems to have reckoned
without American pressure.
So far as the story can be
pieced together the factions
in the Foreign Office and the
S1S appear to have joined
forces with the hawks of the
State Department.

Bevin was persuaded to
sanction a “ pilot experi-
ment” in subversion: a clan-
destine operation, to be
organised jointly by the SIS
and the 1A, to infiltrate
uerilla bands into Albania to
oment anti-Russian uprisings

0

THE SUNDAY

around the summer of 1949
of a " Committee of Free
Albanians ", based in ltaly,
and_apparently a front organ-
isation for recruiting gueril-
las.

In the spring of 1950, the

;mcma:mm were ready to go.

First in small groups, thep in
larger bands, they slipped up
into the mountains and over
the border into Albania. The
plan is said to have been that
the groups were to make for
their old homes and try to
stir up trouble there—taking
to the mountains if things got
too hot.
It was The'

a disaster.

* Russians just seemed to know:

they were coming.

The reception was brisk’
and bloody. Within a month,
150 or so guerrillas—about
half the total force—were
either Kkilled or captured.
along  with a number of
Albanians at home who had
been unwise enough to weld
come the warriors.

The 150 survivors struggled:

"back into Greece—to the em-. .

barrassment of the Greek
Government. The SIS in
London had hastily to bully,
the bewildered Home Office:
into allowing 150 mysterious,
Albanians into Britain (where
a weird “welcome back "
party was thrown for them
at the Caxton Hall ip Lon-
don). It is unclear whether:
the Home Office was told the
truth about these refugees—
according to one source the
Albanians were improbably!
described as * good friends of
ours in Greece . v

The Ministry of Labour;
then had the task of findin,
work for the crew. In th
end, the Forestry Commission,.
turned numbers of them into;
lumberjacks, and jobs wer
invented for most of th
others at an ordnance fac-
tory.

The post-mortem on
debacle was prolonged. Afte
a year opinion was still split
The Americans were uneasily;
convinced of treachery. An
what €ew indications ther
were pointed to Philby, the;
But in Britain the::
SIS appear not to have ac
cepted even the evidence of
treachery. Without the ad«

The man p r
co-ordinating the British and
American halves of the joint
operation was, :mEE:«c the
British liaison man in Wash-
ington, Kim Philby. His ex-
perience as ex-controlier of
the Turkish station—the
biggest and most active in
that part of the world—made
his “advice on clandestine
operations particularly valu-

rtainly, - the™ operation -
was well planned. One of the

Being the western expert on Department had the same first steps was the formation

antage of hindsight, the evi.
dence at the time must:
certainly have seemed far’
from conclusive.

But knowing what is now
known of Philby, it is clear
that the Albanian expedition;
—and, ipdeed, many other
aspects of the information
flow between British and
American intelligence—must,

leaked . to - the,
ac

TIMES,
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Europe, and to weaken it for
some vears in America.
Philby would, no doubt,
have gone on holding this
crucial liaison job for some
more years, if it had not been
for developments in Maclean’s

icrumbling career at the

Foreign Office.

Maclean
cracks—and
is promoted

ON MAY 11, 1950, Maclean
boarded a London-bound
WA_E.E from Farouk field.
elinda, now totally unable
‘to cope with him, had gone
to the ambassador, Sir Ronald
Campbell, pleading for him
1o be sent home from Egypt.
The official verdict, probably
accurate enough, was that he
iwas suffering from a nervous

reakdown.
After a_medical board, the
‘Foreign Office gave him six
months leave in London on
condition that he underwent
a psychiatric course. They
had treated him generously
largely because seniar F O
officials felt he was arche-
typically one of their own. He
.ilooked so right, unlike Bur-
of whom one senior

iew: “His qualifications are
adequate but what about his
fingernails? "

! The six-month break was of
ivery dubious benefit. He was
.-helped through it mainly by
an experienced, aristocratic
woman friend, one of the few
women who ever seems to
have understood him. His
appointed analyst, a forbid-
ding Viennese lady he called
“ Dr Rosie,” was less helpful.
Following her advice to accept
_his  homosexuality without
guilt, he fell in Jove with a
Negro porter at a Soho club
—he repaid Maclean's dogged
devotion by beating him up.
Melinda = returned from
airo only reluctantly, after
an extended affair with a
irelative of King Farouk. noted
for his virility. Soon she was
talking of leaving again.
i His  imelligent woman
friend was Maclean's only
prop. She met him “ recover-
.ing from DTs” in the coun-
try garden ~f Lady Hender-
son, mother of * Nikko”
Henderson, now  British
Minister in Madrid. He con-
fided to her his sexual prob-
lems with Melinda and his
absurd, unrequited passion
or the porter.
And  at her

* Gordon "—a reference to
the tusky boar illustrated on

h h

an export gin bottle.  He
had borrowed the idea from
a rumbustious writer friend
who had acquired the habit
of refcrring to his own
M_:sx egn as “Charlie Pars-
oy ?

He " himself was drunk,
often and combatively. He
looked a wreck. Cyril
Connolly was appalled at the
decline. which he described
with his usual precision: * His
face was usually a livid yellow,
his hands would tremble
In conversation a kind of
shutter would fall as if he had
returned to some basic and
incommunicable anxiety

At this period Maclean sent

a desperate letter from a.

temporary address in Oxford
where he said his diet con-
sisted of * sedatives and pints
of bitter.” His normally in-
hibited :m:aﬂiﬁ:ﬂ lurched
down the page as he wrote:
** There are two men in a car
waiting outside. They've been
there for four hours.”

Are they after me? he
asked. And then with the
obsessional _self-questioning
of a man undergoing analysis
he wént on to wonder whether
he had invented the strangers
in the car as a projection of
his own guilt.

His friends told him it was
all paranoiac nonsense. They
did not, of course, realise that
the remorse went deeper than

“mere anxiety about the bouts

of drunkenness and homo-
sexuality.

Maclean’s real worry was
that the security men were
on him. The Eumenides with
blood on their paws, as he
once called them, were out to
avenge his treachery in Wash-
ington. The other guilt was
an invention so he couid tell
his friends how he felt,
though not why.

On the Soho circuit, there
were few people who did not
see him g (usually un-
successfully). And on one
farcical occasion at a club in
Carnaby Street he had dived
at the painter Rodrigo Moyni-
han and bitten him painfully
in the knee. The doppelginger
Gordon was thoroughly in
command.

He was also behaving with
mounting indiscretion. Mark
Culme-Seymour, a friend from
me.s::. aris days, remem-

rs an evening at the Gar
goyle Club in Dean Street
when Maclean lurched about,
red-faced accosting  other

atrons. ‘“ Buy me a drink,”
e said. “I am the English
Hiss."

But

neither these well-

known escapades, nor the
Cairn debacle. were enough
for the Foreign Office to
jettison him. By the end of his
six manths, he was passed tit
not merely for employment,
but for promotion, as if his
career had never been inter-
rupted. On November 8, 1951,
he became ‘Head of the F O
Amcrican Department.
Since  then. various
attempts have been made to
downgrade the importance of
this post, notably by Harold
Macmillan, in the 1935 d
bate. who said that it dea
mainly with Latin-American
affairs: “The US questions
which are dealt with . . . are
largely routine, welfare of;
forces, visitors and the like.”
As a description of the de-
partment’s executive powers,
this was truc enough. But
the best comment on it 1s
nevertheless Senator East:
land's scrawled in the ma

of the State Fw-:s,.mﬂm;ftiﬁ
letter which quoted it:, is

“Nuts.”
Power of action is one:
thing, access to informatis
another. In the Foreign'
Office what matters as much.
as writing policy advice is
vo:_m on the top ' distribution:

activity —the Korean War ‘e
strategy
The State Department

account says that Maclean
had full knowledge of the cri-
tical Amerigan decision to
localise” the Korean conflict.
In November, 1950;just after
Maclean had started his new
job, President Truman in-
structed General MacArthur .
not to carry the war across the
Manchurian border or to
biockade the Chinese coast,
even in the event of a Chinese o
invasion of Korea. N
MacArthur, backed by his &
intelligence chief General# -
Charles Willoughby, waizs" .
always convinced that this -
i priceless information h#d ~
reached the Chinese via the ,
Russians. He went to his
grave certain not only of this, *

could invade with impunity,.
but of the a:%:&xm fore-
" of a

:e:&.m to refute and much =
to n. 1t establishes just ™

lists " for other depa
material.  This  was the
strength of the Head of the
American Department.

For a period after starting;
his new job, Maclean seemed .
much. improved. wao—.w evens;
ing he caught the 3.19 from,
Charing Cross to Tatsfield i
“Mm%» uﬂ_—mﬂ he EE_ Ew:-a-

u| an ouse
called’ wannazmi&.h Y
But in the new year, 1851,

he started drinking heavi
once in.. One nj w—“
“«ii a of ﬂﬁ!b- o
said, : R:
“What would w.ﬂa: do 1 said

1- was working for Uncle
Joe?”

Later he added that every-
thing he did in the American
Department was designed to
assist Communism. Culme-
Seymour wondered whether
he should report this conver-
sation, but decided that:
Maclean was probably just’
drunk. Anyway, he thought,
if there was anything in it,
MI5 - would surely know
already.

The particular help which
Uncle Joe was getting is
clearly indicated from the
State " Department’s account.
It was in two areas: the
Japanese Peace Treaty nego-
tiations and—what American
officials regarded as the most
specific item of destructive

how badly Washington judged **
itself to have been burned by *:
.i!..:.h:.— x

British security men had been .
on the. trail of alapming
atomic leakages, and for at . *
least six months Maciean him' %

The mmn was now be,
to close. It was a

[ A

America, Kim Philby. i )
Now, for the first time, the~ ~ Mg
careers of Maclean and Phil v
became critically intertwined.
For both men it was the fatal
encounter. ’

which meant that the Chineseg % 4% g




