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1htaryMen Believe Such an
- ~Operation ‘Would Have Been Con-
- “fused, With Needlessly
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Mishandled,

Heavy Loss
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$nvazion of Cuba wers mishand

eoqtu\d.

On the trip with President Ken-
nedy Monday in the stop st
W Air Force Base, the
press discovered aome new head-
quarters never heard of before,
and ARLANT FO}'{WAIRD.

! These designated the forward
tommand posts’ for the Cubaet
Invasion of two organizations not

lence: Arey, Atantic Fleet, and
(Air Foroe, Aflantic Fleet.

. A -fact sheet released by the
Navy Atlantic command, said
"ARLANT &5 conimoanded by Gen,
‘Herbert B. Fowell, who is head
lof the Armnny’s Continestal Army

The Undted States Army
Forops Addantic “ls compoeed of
units from the XVIII Airbogne
| Corps ... us well as infantry

and armored ﬁvht:)m and their

- ARLANT (Adr Foroe, Atlantic)
- consists of the Adr Force Tectical
| Adr Commend, orsuch units of

AN ATLANTIC Command fact
 sheet asid, inchudes

\:Miulle Teaining Wing rt Orian-
‘do, Fia., the Special Warfare
:Center, Eglin Air Force Base,
iFln., Alr Force crew training
‘bases s Arirona and many
‘others of similar Inck of con-
sequence to the Navy comunen-
.der in oblef, Atlantic CENCLANT.

Aglantic command announce-
ments said the Atlantic com-
mand has taken over all the

army and hﬁggfbm
their tnaining nters in

United States.

THE omcmmuwwm command and

7, would have caused great confusion with consequent loss
of lite enxd delayed euccess, senior Ammy and Air Force ofticers

formerly known to be in exist- |

throughout the |-
free world, such as the 4504th |-

plans lor ar
led and, if an invasion had been

Y 1%e Atlintic command is 2
Innified command with military
.veponsibility throughout the
, Atlantic ocean area, the Carib-
i bean sea and part of the Indian
ocean. It Is almost exclusively
& naval command. It controls
no Army forces, because these
heve been takeén out of Iceland,
] and oaly nominally is responsibl

L)
N
3

jlsuch, » coatingency opecation as
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éommand consisting & Army
and Tactical Air Force units, was
nrgavized in September-1981 to
take command and pian for just

could have come up in

for Alr Force bases in Newfounds
land, Bermuda and the Arores.
Adm.  Robert L. Denm'sa_n,
Feomimander in chief, Atlanlic,
.wears two hats besides that
L commander of the unified tam:
mand In the Atlantic. *He*
commander in- chief, Atlanti
\ Flest, as well as supreme ail
oommander, Atlantic, under.
‘tgom- Atlantic Treaty Orgup!ﬁ‘-

hg', of naval operations, 't
foint’ Oﬁefsl ]:%3!,38“6( and nder
n s allied commander,
'N.ETO. s
" The Atlantic Command comn
taing what is calied Joint TasM
Force Four. It makes comtin|
gency plans for ground’ opers

| Fousr, He has only a planning
| ptafl, , o

But Joint Task Force Fou
does not appear in the prelim
ary operations for invasions
Cuba. Although peeparations f

; Army forces and Air For
forces, there was no unificatio
or unified command organiz
tlon, in existence at the stage
which preparations ceased.
It Gen. Hamilton How
nder of the XVIII cor
realease 20008
2 and 101st Airborne Divisions wi
! devignated as the joint tas

tions In the Atlantic such as th

crippled when , ,

[ parently as a servios
iriyairy and competition for au-

i thority. AR RS

| There was sn_ entirely differ- f
{ent sort of confusion in Wash-II'
tington. The civijfan gecretarfes ||
| were trying to the opéra-

tion., It was thay, and not the

Joint Chiefs of who wers
at the end of the § ne lng
giving orders. It is apparent to
gemior service officers that the
| secretaries do not yet distinguish
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“unddes taking.




