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WASIH’\IGTdN Feb. 22 (UPI).--Somewhere--th
Jace I8 a secrets an "'mucedr‘med tormat inquiry i
TOing Gn mdav fngo the atuly of U- pilm Francis Gau
Fowers. { . v :

The panel is headed by a1,

cminen'  juage - ¥ Barre'.
Prefiviman-- and et dos o

JAny Taiiure o SO hia con]-
Jvact or calry out his onstrue
NS,

slanding o euznns” el Yel ne roas o ine Inquiry was
nz'mmI. ] revealed oy President Kennedy

e choice of (Lo par WP s e canference yeste:d
reaved Lo refiect an Aduvns- gy what secmed & slip o

tration e ffovt te g o,
afficial Y. 8§, report ¢n Powe:
tie highest stamp of imoac
ality and sadtaial oredinh -

The Powers case has 1ajed
issues ranging ‘rom ifie repu .
tion of a man and wha. hLi-
back pay should be, e
securily nf a aation. f}e excen
of Soviet weapons dt‘l Jopmer |
and the degree Lo wlvch U
inteliigence sysicms gay have
bren compromised,

WILL BE CLEARED

Lon e,

“There is, ax you know.” Mr
hennedy sald, “a board of in-
iy whieh Is examining
cvhiethier Mr, Powers compleled
tiv contract. That hoard . . |'
. under leadership of Judge|!
e Mettyman and reprrsenh out-
~ending cltizens.™

Reporters had not known
that Elijah Barrett Pretivman
"’0 teeently retired from the
i 8. Court of Appeals for the

! IDistrict. of Columbla and »

The mpanel wax 1uarently|jucisy of national reputation.
choscrt Lo report on; {3669 I8-iwas in (he case, and had no.
surs n & way whiel  would [known much more, on the tec-
reduce as mucn act powsthle|ord, than the fact that an in-
Imgering  doubts amibng  the quiry was going on.

American public and suvse-lp 0 information o
(mmnl rumors and uri POUNA- |y hat was meant by completing |
1018,

“his contract,” U, . officials

All sipnx go far mdic} ife that

|the 18 months dnee

822 1962

his 1.}

starred flight.

Mr. Kennedy told reporters
Powers “has been cooperating
fully” with the U. 8. investiga-
tion. The inquiry, he said, will
e completed by the middle of
ext week,

Mr. Kennedy added: “T must
kay that there is so far no
bvidence that he did not com-
ply with his eontract.”

Despite the intense secrecy
drrounding the investigation,-
hese facts have become known
hrough reliable and author-

|zed sources:

Up until Powers' dramatic
clease Feb. 10, in a swap for
Roviel epy Rudolph Abel, noth-
ng which U.S. officials saw
r read indicated he had in
ny way violated his instruc-
fonx or his contract.

Aside - from humanitarian
rounds, one of the main rea-,
fons U, S, officials sought
Powers’ release was to find
ut what the Russians might
ave learned about U.S. in-
hlligence systema.

This would be not only a
question of what Powers may
Have told Soviet interrogators,
Jut alto of finding out more
bout the circumstances of the
dqrash and what the Russians
hght have deduced from the
Joyvsical facts.

Powers, It is understood, has
epeated to ULS. Investigators

mem himsel! will b cleawd

Tuin to POWERS Page £

[ ‘~_4> o e e e N

e Soviet court. He told them

I|uch of what he publicly told;
t]
“A sort of hohow-soundlnx

EE———.

- CPYRGHT

| Powers is telling U.8. interro-

explosion” and an “orange
flash™ behind him, then of
baifling out and falling.

But here they story of what

galors ends for the moment.

Officials indicated it iz o
very ticklish job to reconstruct
whether his plane met mech-
anical trouble or - whether!
Russia had a rocket capable!
of bringing it down .from high;
altitude “with ‘the very firat,}

shot” az the Soviets eliimed. |
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