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LOS AVCELES — Moviemakers have had their
tronbles with “PT 109.” the story of JFK's World
Wa 1 exploits in the Pacific. No tewer thag

two dozen actors had to be tested for the role:

of rthe President (among them: Edd “Kookie”
Byrues of TV's “77 Sunset Strip”). Final choice:

36-year-old  Clifford Robertson, TV actor and -
wartime merchunt mariner. -JFK gave him the

nod last weekend!

| STATE DEPARTMENT — The US. is trying &

now wrinkle in international public relations.
The idei is to alert the Secretary of State and the
Whife House to any actions by a NATO ally that
would give the Administration a chance to hund
out public bouquets.  State’s policy-planning

chief, AValt W. Rostow. will be the man who acts

au these accolades. .
CHICAGO — Despite the unpasse in the rail
“featherbedding” tatks here, no  coast-to-coast
strike will be called by the five operating unions.
- Neither side wants it and both are sure Wash-
ington would never permit it. The problem now:

To find some way to let the unions bargain on the -

_basis of the Federal stady of featherbedding—
which strongly backed management’s arguiments
( NEWSWEFK, March 12)-—without having union
leadess lose face..

Poliddenl Pipeline
GOP NATIONAL HQ — A clue to how the Gcor

vates its' potential in the South: This fall, the

party expects t6 field more than 60 candidates for

Dixic’s 106 seats in the House of Representatives.
" GENATE CLOAKROOM = Usually ‘the soul of-.

New England chivalry, Sen. Leverett Saltonstall
is blocking a GOP colleague, Margaret Chase
Sunith of Maine, from # key. post. Mrs. Smith is in
line for the second GOP scat on the ‘subcom-
mittee that watehdogs the CIA. (Saltonstall is on,
it now.) The reason for the Massachusetts sen-

ator’s stand: Mrs, Smith broke ranks to cast one -
of the two Republican votes against confirming .

CIA chief John McCone,

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT — A key part of Jus-

tice’s campaign to increase Negro voter registra-
tion in the Sauth has been completely behind the
scencs, Besides injunctions #nd other courtroom

.
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tactics, U.S. officials have been qﬁie’tly usin-g';pri-
vate contacts with local Southem officials to lift
bars against Negro voters. -/ T

. WHITE HOUSE — A new entry hes been added

Abe Ribicoff

to the list of possible successors to
and Welfare.

as Secretary-of Health, Education,

Fie is LeRoy Colins, formoer Democratic gov:

ernor of Flogida und now president of the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters.
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 NEW DELHI— A new job for Krishna Menon,

(ndia’s fiery Defense Minister and sometime
UN. delegate? Despite Menon's sweeping clec-
“tion victory, Prime Minister Nehru is getting
pressure from all sides to move him to a less sen-
sitive position. Menon’s critics: Army brass (who
blame him for India’s unreadiness against Red
China), Parliament. (for the samec reason), his
own Congress Party (for accepting Communist
~suppoxt);and neutral natiotis' (weaty of Menon’s
ﬁ@nﬂ'ﬁaht for internationsl acrimony).

singer Paul Robeson.
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“BISBON~The Portugueso are working on a
. new gesturg toexpress their anger at U.8, failure
" to support them in pammest on Goasand Angola.

The ploy: An incredible-sounding trade-pact be-
tween staunchly anti-Commuinist Portugal and
Red Fidel ‘Castro. The actual trade resulting

~ would be insignificant; but the, message would |

hardly -be'mifiwiidérstood fn Washington..
Behind the News "~
' UNITED “‘NATIONS— Eyebrows, - went up
among veterans here when the Frénch .took
* Israel to task in the debate over the border-
‘Rghiting' with'Syria. The yénson: France has been
.~ a major supiplier of jet planés and other arms to
the Tsraghis; One theory: With the Algerian war
out of the way, France muy be moving to regain
its ohoéditfiuentiul position in the Arab. world.
WASHINGCTON, D.C.— When Indonesia ‘and
Holland resume their talks about Dutch New
Cuinea;}heﬂl probably do so on the ‘basis of
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-+ ACCRA — Bitpéidt the University "of Ghana to . -
. name a néw professor of tusic soon—U).S, Negro
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