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The super-secret Central In-
cllizenice Ageney yesterday got
its sccond clean hill of health
within 24 hours on its not-so-
secret operations in embattled
South Viet Nam.

After
MeConET y
private for oS e 211
hours by thé Senate F 1elgn
Relations Committee, three key
committee members dismissed
charges that the agency had
strayed from the U. S. policy
line in Viet Nam’s Buddhist-
government clash.

Their findings backed up a
firm defense of the CIA’
operations by Elen)dcnt Ken-
nedy | Ak IS Rews,, conférence
;Tpr\sdw The President re-
jected ay  “wholly untrue”
charges that the CIA had acted
in conflict with other U. 8.
agencies in  Viet Nam and

VDR

praised the outgoing CIA. chief

in Viet Nam, John H. Richard-:

son—now stripped of -his dip-
lomatic cover and transferred

—as a “dedicated public ser-.

‘vant.” ~

The committee chairman,|

Sen. J. William Eulhl_&hg__]_?r,
Ark., said yesterday that al-]
thourh “there have been some
mistakes” the CTA had becnb
“unfairlv ecriticized.”

e wps sprnovted hv Son
LA, vaina‘lr\n ]') ]M'n' whn
nallod—IAeharees against the
int~llioence aoronev “totally
B ’xhnnt forndatinn ' Senp

sarke R, Hickenlgoney, R..
Trma chimod E-Fiiat Thardsse
*“not a shred of reliable evi-
dAence” that the CIA had over-
«tavned  its  assigned role in
Virt Nam.

As the Senators probed and
Tavaroved  the erersh gpeney's
now  widelv’ publicized onera-
tinns, search wvarting pushine
aroneh the Vietnamese junceln
rneovered the  bodies of 12
American servicemen whn died
in two helicopter crashes Tues-
day.

The dead were nine Marines.
including Corn. Charles P. Tut-
hil! of Uniondale, L. I., and

threa Navy men., A U. 8. Alr '

Force pilot whom the helicov-
ters had been searching for
after his T-28 fighter bomber
crashed was also dead.

00T 11 1963

ters were shot downt by eni=
munist ground fire. Tlwo lis-
C reports thr i - aft
had crashed into each ol.. in

The continued defense .« the
CIA countclcd,_
.satlons which_had _broust the
ageney under the hepyi ¢ fie
it Jjad. suffered, sipce t- in-
volvgment. Iy .the. 1961 B:; of
Pigs invasion. f]aSCO

A key mcldcnt inspiring the
criticism was the raidbz of
Buddhist pagodas last ..ug.
by Vietnamese ;.¢vrn-
‘lment forees, including “s:«clal
forces” units bossed by toun-
selor Ngo Dinh Nhu, brotier of
President Ngo Dinh Diem. Tlie
tE&TA-had helped organize the
“special forces” as a sack
counter-guerilla unit.

Mr. Nhu, whose ficry v ‘e is
now in New York, faviis a

aave 0 ¢ G-

againsi the

Buddhists, who have b-r3 re-
sisting alleged rcligious .irso-
cution by the Dlem governent.
The clash presented # ¢ 1 cura
for the U. S., which w:s -
mitted to backing thc ¢ 1rui-
ment against the Com
but deplored the repre:s

with Washington’s policy. He the Buddhists.
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determine whether the helicop-



