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Who's Gomg to Watcit“\

The Watchdogs?

To fhe Editor of The Courant:

. With all"the hue and cry for
“wa'zhiog” comruitiees hy Con-

gress over virtually evary Exeow ;.

tive function of our governmeat, .
it may be in order to ask what
the watchdogs have been watch-

mg and what responsibility do

.vey assume for unauthorived ac- |
tivities by an agency such as the

National Aecronautics and Space .
Admxmstrauon"

The chairman of the Senate
“watchdog™ committee for NASA
is Senator Lyndon B. Johnson of
Texas, It was under the auspices
ol VASA that the world renowned
spy flight by Powers is said to
have heen made (with the initials
NASA on his plane shot down
over the USSR May 1). Chair-
nian Johnson's reaction to the af- .
{air was speedy. He called for
. silence in the interest of national
unity Apparently, in this instance,
he was quite willing to let the
Fresident assume full responsi-
hility. Though aspiring to that.
highest office .of the land himself, -
. he did not demonstrate much

taste for leadership ot a time -

when things went wrong.
Chairman Johnson's reaction

might have been quite different

" if NASA had achieved sorne glovie

ous feat in the exploration of cute - |

er scace as spécifically author
ized by. the National Aeronautics
and Space ‘Act of 1938. Though

the first official announcement .

covering Powers’ mishap came
from NASA's.Hugh Dryden. depu-
tv administrator, the buck was
' q’xl(‘k‘n.\ passed to ClA as the dll‘ﬂ

culprit. And now the vogue tg for -
strengthening Congressional -con- |

trols cver CIA with a joint Sen-
ate  House “watchdog” commit-
tee! Would Lyndon Johnson “head

. _1p this one too?

A, H. Whitelaw
North Stonington ‘
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