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East Berlin'

TravelerRecalls

- |any papers into it.”
' Adventures  [“Diing s pretiminary ques.|
. BACH ;. |tioning, Wilson ha !

' Cameras were sirictly * ver-

boten " in East Berlin theaters, ' translator

‘ ~ and museums, .
but Arthur = . Explalnd5Self .
Wilson, Down- Yy kept g me if |

knew Allen Dulles (director of
. the central intelligence agen-
?.“’u;:f lm‘il‘:;' teys and why I was photograph-
e  iing the people standing in

He smuggled ;. v po said.
A S - | *1told them I thought Dulles
by hiding it in | | Pad something to do with eur
.Y bri efgcase 11 government security, but_that
: ' [ 1 didn't know him personally

such as those . | s .
carried by a“,.lwhu:h was true] and that I

ers .Grove_

Wiison

amined to be sure 1 didn't toss | that a ppi

and gpend all that money b

support,” explained Wilson,
" Coavinces Palice

He ‘was never touched or
searched, and, the car was not
entered. Eventually, Wilson
convingd them of his back-
ground as “‘camers fan—pri-
vate citizen type” and was

turned: free, complets with his
camera and all the film he had
shot. ,

When Wilson asked why he

| maks travel films, rent a car,

Grgve, shot 14,000 feet |
of 18 mm. color film for. their -
85 mmute ‘movie to be called,

= w -
_? goland thruout the coun-
try. '
* ** West Berlin is beautiful be-
_ yond imagination and the peo-
- ple there have a spirit and way ;
;of life that is hard to equal,” .
1concluded Wilson. “ When we’
{weat to Berlin, we hoped to
keep palitics out of our picture, -
but it was there staring you
in the face and knocking you
'. over the head. In fact, the dif-|
! | ference between the two sec-
.| tors has been known to drive |

. Recently returned from nlne‘
weeks of filnfing in West and
East Berlin, Wilson ran into

adventure on nearly every
sireet.

lice on one heart-stopping oc-
casion.
“Police In Tow "

: 1 was photographing long
lines of people waiting to buy
food in the East Berlin section’

. called Kopenick,” he recalled.

- " Several people quizzed me
about what I was doing. and

* 1 answered in my self-devel-

Berliners. i . photographed the people be-

- know they were waiting for

He was arrested and
questioned by East German po-

: cause I wanted hurgan- interest
i scenes of East Berlin and didn't

food [which was not true],”
- added Wilson. . :
After two hours, Wilson, who -
+had not yet eaten, became
. hungry. He tald his interro- |
- gators that be wanted a half |
“liter of milk, a bratwurst sau-
rsage, and some bread. Much
140 his surprise, they rushed out
4 and got just that, . .
*  They allowed him to #oish !
" his lunch before they startedt
| Questioning agajn, this time by }
two intelligence - men of the -

rwas arrested, they told him it ,{ some visitors into hysteria.” !

was because of a prison lo-! — ———
cated up the street on which :

he -had becn filmimg. He dis- |

missed this as an excuse, how-{ .-

ever. [

Another close call for Wilsor}
came the day he photographed |
the May day parade from a}
deserted building roof in Fsst
Berlin. He wgs busy shooting |-
when twe East German sol”
(}!lilei:nrs passed nearby and saw |

‘t1 siblled and waved aty
them,” said Wilsop, “ And they.
smiled and waved back. Then,! .
they ieft without . disturbing &

. oped German that I was pre-  moact Beriin government. ' me
i e & documentary eulture | “They couldn't understand - Wilsos, together with his

. "One 1an thought the idea
" was ¢ wuntlerbar,’ " continued !
: Wilson. " But one woman didn't '
-like it tno well, and when 1

moved on, 1 saw she followed ;

; me with the police in tow.” i

Wilson locked his car [he had *

fo take his camera along] and !
, followed the police into the lo-;
" ¢al calaboose. . i
‘I was ushered into a room, ;
“and from (nat time until my
rewease 3% hours later, I was
never left zlone, even to go to-
a rest room,” he said. “Im

fact, the toilet was even ex-’
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