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Confirminy recent discussioms, ths Xatiomal Kilitary Establishment
and the ts of State and Interior, all of whom are represented
on the Iaterdspartmental Fetroleum Committes, are of the opinion that
Central Intalligance Agency could remder a most valueble service in
producing and keeping curreat coaprehsasive studies covering all aspectg
of petrolewm preoduction and ntiliszation abroad.

August 10, 1948

¥hat is neodsd is 3 zeries of hooks, o lopedical in scope,
treating (technically to the extent mecessary) all features of the
retrolevm and aynthetic ligquid and subatitute fmels industiries of the
important oll produocing and consuming countries. Covarage should in-
clude, in additiom to oil finding, production, refining, transporitation,
and vtilisatlion, data on facllities, forelgn %trade, governmant oll
policy, legal aspscts, estimmtos of the country'e future position,
strategic consideratione, etc. Text and statintics ahould be smvrlessnted
with Pine prints, flowv charts, dravings and nholographs.

Theas petroleum "bazie data books? would Heo of the greatest unsefulness
to the three nmilitary Devartments, the DNeapartment of Stnte, znd *he
Deparitment of the Interior, and o sush other Goverament agencias as the
Fationnl Seeurity llesources Board, the Depnrtment of Commerce, the Tryiff
Commigsion and the Xconomic Cooperation Administration. I asamume, too,
that such information vould be very useful %o the Nentrrl Irtallissnce
Agency, and the other intelllgence agencles. There should be in one place,
anslly accessible, all nececsnry muthoritative informmtion concerning
petroleum in foreign countries, in sufficient detail %0 meet all roeds
for entiveting sitnations, plamming, pollcy waking, sand operationel pure
nosas,

This nrojact was dlscuased at » recent comference with ¥r, “411ipm K.
Boyd, Jr., President of the Amsrican Fotroleum Ins$itute, Mr. ﬁ%’altar 8.
Hallanan, Chairsan of the Hational Petroleum Council, and ¥y. Bruce Brown,
Chairman of the Military Petrolenm Advisory Committee. They assured us
the utmost indusiry cooperation in getting the dezired besic material for
the proposed studlies. Subject to confirmation of detailed arrangsmenta
and to the provision of necessary funde, the Oil and Oas Divieion is
willing to undertake to arrange for the required informetion to be compiled
by properly cleared industry experts who know the petrolenm industry
in each of the foreign countries treated. ¥aterisl so gathered would
be transmitled %0 the Central Intelligence Agency where it could de
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checked for adequacy, integrated with other dats, and processed into a
form assuring maximum usefulness to all eligzidle agencies of Govermment
concerned with the intermational oil situation.

Sincerely,

/s/

Hax ¥. Ball,
Direotor, 011 and Gas Division

Chairman, Interdepartmental Petroleum
Committes.
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Ceatral Intelligence Agency,
¥ashington, D, C,
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