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SUBJECT : Urgent Requirement for Friority

. Collection Bfforte Against Key
NGA Review Chinese Communist Strategic Missile
Completed. . Targets

1. As you know, the Intelligeunce Community 1s now
faced with the tmsk uf preparing spoiher estisate on Cow-
wupist China's strategic weapons program in the pusr future
in response to 8 priority request frow the Fresideuni's
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Bouard. However, the uncsar-
taintles surrounding Chinese¢ intentione and capabilities
in this critical arsk, which were reflected is the NIE
publisbed on this subject in Fobruary, have not been
resclved in the interim and have, in fact, grown even
larger and wore perplexing. A substantial level of activ-
ity bas been noted in thig progran in recent wonths, and
sosw very significani events could occur while the estimate
ie in preparation, includipg the ianitiation of boumter
flight tesis of ths first-generation ICBM sBystem. We
strongly recoemend, therefore, that all possikle actiops
be taken in the relaiively short itime resaining until the
NIE deadline in about mid-Ociober (o saximize the intel-
ligence collectivn efforts sgainst Chinese missiic-related
targoeta.

2. Because the vast sajority of information on devel-
opuents in Chipa's strategic misgile effort is derived frosw
analysis of satellite photography, we believe that COMIREX
ghould bhe mede fully aware of the criticality of the problos
apnd give special consideration to insuring that the principal
uwissile facilities recoive abuve-average coverage inp thosa
KH missio rogrased to be flown in the next four wonths.

25X1 iz tdeally
suited for collection of data becsuse (&) the photography
obtained will be available for detailed apalysis prior to
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. SUBJECT: Urgent Requirement for Priority Collecation
Efforts Against Xey Chinese Communist
Strategic Missile Targets

the final preparation of the estimate and (b) it will be

25X 1 the | ijms should 25X1
as & natter of course provide more coverage or China tham NRO

has beoun the case in the past. Wa would further recomuend
that coverage of Chinese stratsgic missile targets be given
a high-priority in all other wissions flown in this pariod,
even if only prelisinary data is svailable prior to the
final espproval of the estimate by the USIB.

3. 1In addition to the above actions, we also urge
that serivus consideration be given to the imitiation of
other types of collection operatious which have the poten-
tial for producipg critical information on the status of
the strategic weapons program in the near term. Speciti-~
cally, we believe that the use of the U-2R overhead recon-
paissance systen against the Shuang-ch'eng-tzu Kissile Temt
Center (SCTMIC) would produce sxcellent results. We are
convinced that such a mission is capable of significantly
supplewsnting satellite photography of this extensive
installation, am well as providing valuable data on faecil-
tties and activities there which are not readily obtainable
with the current satellite coverage of this target.

4. As far as we bave been able to determine, the U-2R
has the following advantages over satellite photography in
providing coverage of the SCTHNIC:

2. it can be programmed to fly at tiwes when
weRther conditions in the rangelead area are optiwuum; poor
weather conditions have been & serious problem in this areas
in recent wmonths and have precluded obtaining high-resclution
covarage of critical facilities such as Launch Complex B

b. the camera syntﬁg carried Ly the U-2R is tech- NRO

ally ca 25X1
o NRO - RICAEH 25K
25X1 and will also provide a
25X 1 NRO |
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SUBJECT: Urgent Requirement for Priority Collection
Efforts Against Key Chinese Communist
Strategic Missile Targets

¢. the U~2R flight plan can be programmed to get
a good look at the widely dispersed SCTMTC facilities which
are only rarely observed in satellite photography; this
point particularly applies tc the very critical instrumen-
iation sites believed to be asscciated with the forthcowing
ICBM flight test progras

25X1

5. The attachuent to this memorandum contains & list-
ing of specific Chinese missile targets which we believe
should receive special collection emphasis during the next
several months, together with a review of the significant
developments noted there recently. These targets are list-

ed in what we consider to e m
priority. 25X1
DAVID &. BRANDWEIN
Director
Foreign Missile and Space Anmlysis Center
Attachment:
a/s
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PRICRITY LISTING OF CHINZSE COMMNUNIET STRATEGIC
MISSILE FACILITIES REGUIRING COLLECTION ACTION

1. Shuang-ch'eng-teu Missile Test Contex ILLEGIB

2. Launch Complex B--This critical facilitiy has
not bLeen observed in good-quality | | 25X1
| because of poor weather and atwaspheric can-
Jditions prevailing during esch of the three passSes nade
over the area since then. However, the available coverage
indicates that Pad B~1 is probably approaching an opera-
tional status and could be used to support aisgile launch-
ings in the relatively npear future. Propellant storage
tacility checkout tests have apparently already been con-
ducted. Coastruction of Pad B-2 appears to have progressead
at @ steady pace in recent months, but the upavailabilicy
of guod-quality photography has sariously hindered eiforts
to mike & reasontble postulation of the large vehicle which
we believe will be launched fros this facility when it is
couplete.

b. Instrusentation Sites 17 and 18~-These key
facilities are beileved tu be assuvciated with the support
of firings from Complex B. The location af the sites o
the southwest of Cowmplex B, together with the orientation
of Pad B-1, had suggesied that extended-range ICBM flight
tests would be conducted toward impact areas in the Indian

25X1
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facliity is urgently requirsd, together with repeat cuver-
age of Site 18, 1f we are to uake some sort of mneaningful
Judgment in this respect in the forthooning estiuate.

¢. Possible New Mobile Insirumwntation Site--Fair-
quality KH-4 photography of the Tost Center revealed 25X1
the presence of a possible now mohile-type ins runentation
faciiity some 54 mautical wiles northwest of Complex B and
nearly on & line with Instruwentation Bite 17. It appsared
1o consist of about 10 vehicles/pieces of equipment/teapo-
rary buildings ‘ 25X1
The timing of the appearance of this facility, together
with ite gecgraphical location, suggest that it =say be
designed to assist in the wonitoring of ICBM booster test
firings frox Pad B-1 in a generally westarly dirsctioan.
High-quality photography of this site is needed to determine
whether this hypothesis is wvalld. ILLEGIB

2. Peking Guided Missile Plani, MNanyuan. —

The large vertical test tover originally constructed
at this facility in the 1982-64 portod has probably been 25X1

used in both the MRBM snd first-geperation JCBM develop-
rent prograns.

3. Hu-ho-hao-t'e Bolid-Propellant Ro or Complex

Good-quality photography of this facility | 25X1
indicated that comstruction of 2 second relatively large
horizontal static test cell is in the final stages of con-
pletion. It also revealed ihe presence of four possible
rocket wotors near the completed large test cell and pok-
sible neardby environsental conditioning building. The
appearance of these suspect motors could wean that static
testing activity has already begun or is about to begin.
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The size of the observed objects appeared to be compatible
with uissiles in the MRBM category or even possibly with
the upper stages of an IRBM or second-generation ICBM.
Repeated additional high-quality coversge of Hu-ho-hao-~t'e
18 needed im order to confirz or negate the presence of
rocket wmotors and atiempt to dJdeterwine whether thers are
any signs of static testing. Judgments ia this respect
%ill have & direct bearing on estinaies of the future
direction of the Chinese strategic missile effort involv-
ing composite solid-propellant aystens.

4. bhuang-~ch'eng-tzu Misgsile Test Center

Launch Complex A--Erected miesiles and/or ground
support cquipment of the type previously agsociated with
the system belleved to be in the ERBM category have hoan

vbserved in generally poor-to-fair quality satellite pho- :
tography of Cowplex A 25X1

|

5. Peking Guided Mimsile Development and Production
Center, Ch'ang-hsin-tien

Static testing of liquid-propellant engines will con- -EGIE

tinue At this facility as the production and flight testing
of strategic missiles of various Lypes progresses. The
observa iion of such engines in very good-quality high res-
olution photography would be of valuable assistance in
better estinating the technical characteristics of Chinese
liquid propulsion wimsile systeus. We have alsu observed
what appears to he 8 Jdiffuser at ithe horizontal tesi cell
at Ch'apg-hsin~-tien. The size of this cbject mppeared
conpatible with the development ol Au upper stage for the
¥RBM. This could wean that preparations for a satellite
lzunch attewpt involving & sodified MRBM are making progress.
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