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By juck Anderson
The.. Watergate-—prosecutors
belicve their best case against
President__Nixon:.personally

| would be for "“ohstruction.of jus.|

tlco ” They have evidence that
.ho trwd to cover up the burglar-
izing of Daniel Ellsberg's psy-
chiatrist, No decision has been
made, however, to = bring
charges against him,

The President repeatedly has
tried to block inquiries into the
White House plumbers’ opera-
tion in the name of national se-
curity. Presidential aides hayve
told the prosecutors,. in_deep
konfidence, that an_investiza-
tion of the plumbers might res
veal_that the.Central.lotelli-
geuce Adency. eayesdrops. on
Kremlin leaders,

This is no seeret, however, to
oyr resders, We wunrtod asfar
back as Sept, 16, 1971, that the
CIA has heen able fo listen to
the kingpins _of,_the Kremlin)
banter. _bicker and_backhile|
amaonr themselves.”

We went ahead with the story
heeause the Secral LEANSCIipls|
of, the Kremlin, conversatiops
s]m\\t d that the Soviet leaders
were auite_aware the CIA was)
listening to them. Anytlnnz the
¥remlin leaders Knew, we rea-
soned, was safé for the Améti-
can nemleto be lold.

The Kremlin eavesdropping,
however, has been the principal
excuse thatthe White House has

offered for shushing up the Ells-
berg break-in. The burglary was
committed by the plumbers,
presidential aides told the pros-
ecutors, not to seek a psycholog-
ical profile of Ellsberg as the
public has been told but to
learn the names of Ellsberg’s
suspectcd Soviet contacts.
ce.House feared Ells-
berg had information about the
QlA’s listening _devices in the

Kremlin and might tip off his al-|
leged Soviet_contacts, claimed
the Presidents people, They had
reason to believe Ellsberg had
named his Soviet contacts, they
said, during his sessions with
his psychiatrist.

When Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Henry Petersen discussed
the Ellsberg break-in with the
President, according to Peter-
sen's account of the conversa-
tion, Mr. Nixon warned him:
“That is a national securify mat-
‘ter. You stay out of that. Your
mandate is fo investigate Water-
gate.”

The new special prosecutor,
Leon Jaworski, has told Sena-
tors he doesn't agree with this
and will go ahead with an inves-
tigation of the plumbers’ activi-
ties. These include two mysteri-
ous missions known only as
“Project Odessa” and “Project
M-1.” White House aides won't
even discuss these missions
with the prosecutors, although
they have promlsed toletJawor-
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ski see documents and listen to
tapes relating to the national se-
curity problem.

Some prosecutors suspect
that the President has gone to
extreme lengths to cover up the
plumbers’ activities because of
his own personal involvement,
He not only has admitted that he
“approved the creation” of the
para-police plumbers unit but
that he “direeted” Petersen not
to investigate the plumbers’ ac-
tivities.

In the opinion of the prosecu-
tors, this could be construed as
obstruction of justice. For sub-
sequent investigations,” which
were conducted despite the
President's wishes, have re-
sulted in eriminal indictments.

The prosecutors arc also seck-
ing to determine whether the
President ordered the former

'head of the plumbers, Egil

Krogh, to obstruct the investigu-
tion. Krogh's attorney, Stephen
Shulman, has told the court that
his client was ordered to lie, if
necessary, to conceal the plum-
bers’ opcratlons

The White House has ac-
knowledged that Mr. Nixon
asked the late FBI chief, J. Ed-
gar Hoover, to direct the illegal
activities that were later cn-
trusted to the plumbers. Yet the
President has insisted that he
“al no time authorized the use
of 1liegal means by the special
invesligations unit,
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The Py ewlent has denied oy
cifically {hat he had any ad-
vance Enewledge of the bur-
glary of Ellsberg’s psychintrist.
Not until Iast March 17, he said,
did he learn about the bre-%-in,

The meoment former Water
gate prosecutor ¥arl Silhert
learned about the breakin, he
immediately informed the
court. Tul the President ron
cealed tiais crime for more than
a month, by his own admission,
until then Attorney General
Richard Kleindienst persuaded
him on \pril 25 to disclose it to
the court.

From the beginning, the Pres-
ident hss resisted any probe of
the pluribers. It was this phaso
of Arctibald Cox's investiza
tion, arcording to our White
House sources, that raised the
President’s hackles. Now Jawor:
ski is continuing where Cox left
off.

The 1resideni 15 upsel over
Jaworshit attitude but doesn't
want to ipoevarlo be obstructing
another special prose-eutor. say
Our SOUIees.

Jawor sk, meanwhile, notomy
has kep: Cox's agrressive voung
prosccutors but hes directed
them to go ahead with all their
investigations, To ihe dismay of
the White House, it 1sbeginniv:.
to look 23 if Prewdent Nixnn
may hive another Archihald
Cox on his hands.
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