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The Embassy Narcotics Control Action Plan describes one of its
major goals in its campaign to stop the flow of narcoties to

the United States as "the development of an awareness of the
dangers of narcotics and dangerous drugs in Colowbia."
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in the creation of such an awaren
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A USIS program of heavy media output and personal contacts with

media leaders to tell them of st
growing amount of drug teaffic

rong U.S. concern for the
passing through Colambia and

what we see as an increasing problem of drug abuse has been

highly successful.
growing officlal ¢
international news
abuse and drug tr

medis.

Previous reports have noted increasi
related events and same editorial pr

by the government to combat a

reporting period there has been a q

Cambined with other Embassy activities,
oncern ard a barrage of reporting from
agencies the USIS campaign has made drug
afficking ineseapable topics in the Colombian

ng media coverage of drug-
essure for strornger action

growing trend. During

uantum increase in reporting

ard a sustained editorial effort on the part of many

newspapers to alert their readers
Coverage of drug related matters
fold during the Jaruary-February report
cament has become both more voeal
out the problems and demanding so

UNCLASSIFIED

this

mjor

to the dangers of drugs.
has increased at least five-

ing period, and editorial
and more Insistent in pointing
lutions. _

t'or Department Use Only

D;df'fng Date:

3-14-73 | 306

one No.:

Contents and Classification

USIS:

1 7] in Out
pprove
Robert alattengé ﬁﬂ/@
v

Clearances:

CONS:

VMcAninch Ww\ |

A)

Approved For Release 2005/04/21 : CIA-RDP75B00380R000300060015-1



: ‘ 51 000300060015-1

/e lease 2005/04/21 : CIA-RDP75B00380R : ‘
Approved For Rele Bodta, A7
UNCLASSIFIED - Page 2

Colambian Goverrment Policy

drug
abuse. President Pastram announced the appointment of the Minister
of Justice, Miguel Escobar Mendez, as coardinator of all govermment
anti-drug activities and pledged that Colambia would utilize all its
resources to combat drug trafficking. The presidential message
was widely covered amd praised editorially in most major newspapers.
El Colambiamo of Medellin solemly stated, "this fight does not
deperd entirely on the authorities. The definite and sincer=
cooperation of all the people is indispensAble for the campalign.
If not, the silence will be to the advantage of the trafficker., we
must act befare it is too late," Cali's El Pais said, "urdoubtedly
this is g transcendental campaign aimed af liberating soclety and
especlally youth from a growing menace." .

A second important goverment measure was the introduction of new

and stronger legislation to combat drug trafficking. President Pastrana
had privately announced his intention to seek -new legislation but

the introduction of the bill during the special session of Cunmgress was
evidence of the high priority the government places ori drug ratters.

The legislation has been passed by the House of Representatives but
will probably not be approved by the Senate before the ‘8ession is
adjourned in mid-March,

International Reputation

The capture of more Colombians in New York, Mlami, New Crleans, Puerto
Rico, Peru, Venezuela, and in Colambia has stimulated editarisl comment
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reported that during the first fifty days of 1973 $65 million
worth of Célombian marihuana had been captured in the Unlted
States, making marihuana Colambia's second largest export crop.
La Republica called for tighter controls to stop the "export"
of dangerous drugs.

El Siglo called it "a shameful record" and demarded more official
action to control the production and trafficking of illegal drugs.

An important aspect of growing public awareness 1s the realization
that drug abuse is a geruine local problem and one that 1s growing
rapidly. An El Pals edltorial talking of the dangers for ycuth
sald, "1t 1s doing terrible damage to thousands of our schocl age
youth . . . we must immediately realize that and declare war without
quarter against this devastating menace."

El Siglo sald, "obviously we are not refering to the export of
narcotics, in itself vituberative, but which in the end doesn't

- prejudice Colomblans. We are worried about internal consumption
which is growing at an alarming rate."

Related Activities

Public awareness of the problem is also reflected In the activities
of organizations that until very recently were only marginally
involved in any drug related activities. The Ministry of Health

is now chairing a govermment level coordinating committee fcr non-
law-enforcement activities, and 1s drafting plans for a more effective

~ program to treat drug abusers. The Ministry is also preparing

. Spanlsh material on drug abuse for general distribution. The
Risaralda Regional Office of the Ministry of Health has alsc pre-
pared and published a pamphlet on drug abuse which has been widely
circulated in schools and youth groups. The Centro Colambo Americano
in Bogota sponsored a three-day seminar on drug abuse which included
presentations by the Natioral Police,, leading psychologlsts,
‘psychiatrists, and farmer addicts. The seminar was well attended ard
heavily publicized 1n all news media. S

Law_Enforcement Act ivities

The news media is pleased with an apparent increase in police activity
aimed at stopping drug trafficking. While figures.are not available
for comparison, 1t looks as if the police have been more active. Thepe

- have been several arrests, selzures of large quantities of marijuana,
at least half a dozen selzures of cocailne and the discovery of one
major laboratory in the Cauca area.
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The comparison has not been made in the press but the rumber of
Colamblans arrested abroad and the amount of drugs decommissioned
in other countries i1s dispropartionately higher than similar
selzures in Colombia.

The judiciary has been under attack in the press for its failure
to convict drug traffickers. An El Occidente story reporting
the seizure of a cocaine laboratory and 10 kilos of cocaine
ended with the hone that "justice will do its job, that the same
thing won't happen as has happened to so many traffickers. . .
they don't remain in jail.”

Arother story in El Tiempo reported that of 292 persons arrested
in 1972 on charges of drug trafficking, not one of them remains
in jail today.

Summary

There exists a high degree of public awareness of the role
Colombia 1s playing in drug trafficking and of the dangers

that traffic represents for Colombia. More and more organizations
are becoming involved in anti-drug efforts. Pressure on the
govermment far stronger and more efficlent measures should
continmie to mount.

El Colamblano, the leading voice in the anti-drug campaign, has
declared drugs the most impartant social problem facing Colombila
and unflaggingly keeps up its battle. In El Colombiano's words:

"There 1s no altermative: either drugs or 1ife; courage or
cowardice; defeat or triumph."
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