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BD/A 75-0226

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Ceatral Intelligence

SUBJECT : A Presidsntial Classroomn for Young
. Americans

Sir:

1. By letter dated 10 January 1975, the Executive
Director of A Presidential Classrocom for Young American:
requested that you address the students at their Gradua-
tion Banquet during the 197§ program. TAs Banquets take
place at the Sheraton-Park Hotel from 7:00-8:30 p.m.,
and you have been provided three possible dstes for con-
sideration, 28 February, 21 March and 4 April 19875,

2. By way of background, the Agency has participated
in the program since 1972, and we have been fortumate in
receiving extremely favorable ratings as a result of the finn
performance of young Agency officers who havs been workinmg
with the students, riefings at the Ageacv,
normally handled b; In his recont letter
of 23 September 1974, Mr. Jokhn Golden was stromg in his
praise of the A;tncz's approsch, and he peinted eut that tl-
characteristic which contributed most to the students’
favorable judgment is that CIA personnel field the tough
questions without hiding behind bureaucratic gobbledygook
or evasion. Mr. Golden concluded with the statement that
he would be calling one day in a candid effort to persuads
you to mest a class. Your response of 21 December 1974,
left the door open by stating you '"would be happy te con-
sider' ' such a meeting.

3. It is my view that this is an excellent progranm,
the Agency has received very high grades in the past, the
timing is right, and it would be a good mechanism for some
frank discussion of recent events. I aa reminded that you
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came through extremely well in talking to our summer
employees, who asked some very penstrating anestions, and
I think the same forthright approa¢ch would do us a lot of
good, particularly with young people in and out of the
Agency. As Mr. Golden implied, we may not make many con-
versions, but the students will leave with a 1ittle more

- respect and understanding of our mission--and that is the

name of the ganme,.

4. On the premise that you may agreec with this rs-
tionale, I have taken the liberty of drafting a positive
response for your signature.

John F. Blake
Deputy Director
for

Administration
Att

Distribution:
Original § 1 - DCI w/att
: 1 - DDCI w/att
1 - ER w/att
2 - DD/A w/att
/l/f'JFB w/o att

EO-DD/A:[ }der (17 Jan 75)
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Mrs., Angle 3. Whitakey

iéxecutive Sirecter

A Presidentisl Classrecas fer
Young Americans

Foat fice Box 13084

¥aghimgton, 1. C, 2603¢

Esar Mrs. Whitaler:

Thank you for your letter of 10 Japumry 1975, invitin;
sa to sddress the studeats at tiheir Gradustion 3anquet
duriag the 1975 progran. It was quite thoughtful of yeu 10
effsr verfous dates for ny cousideration in the Vebrusry -
April time frame,

As I pelnted out 1a s recemt letter to Hr. Jobn 4sliles
ths Central Intelligonce Agency has been very faverably

disposed towards A Presidential Classroom for Young Aasrica.

sad we have "giia conscious efforg t'i"iiﬁt higiﬁ:;ii&ar
youag Ageacy officers te represest us in this worthe e
endsaver. is attitede figs in with ny own efforts s tis

iast year te provide the American public with s clesrer uxd:

standing of the American intellizemce process is an apes
seciety., I am, of course, censclous thst recent publicit)
sbogt the Agency night geaerste lncreased faterest by th:
studonts in this 1ssue.

tation, and I leek forwsrd to moeting with the students
glj::~'j-* Sincarely,
W, E, Colby
Plirector
Yo foa 4 Y i . ?&35
e/ Joun F. Dlake IO L
Jobn ¥, Slake (date)
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Foxr the abevs vedsons, 1 accept with pleasare your iz
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