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TRADE UNION MOVEMENT AND SOCIAL DEMOCRAC)

ke L

by Teuno Subinen

Recemtly there have beer lively discussions ox the activiiles of %he SAK
and fts sttitude in various circumstantés. It has been sald that the SAK has
givsn up 4he deciwioss mada im the meeting at which the organization was
foumded, I% has besm said that 1% has emtered a road that will lead %o a
tresking up of the whole trade union system. This opinion seems Justified whem
one observes the sctivibies of ¥he SAK sgewis amomg tba unmions which have meh
secepted the recent tremd of $he SAK, snd which have criticized the wage and
Za.bwf conkrack policy of she SAK. _

The gemsral opiniom is ¥hak the iwrsde umion vovement should concemtrate
i%& main imberest im the mansgemsnt of the workers' wage and collactive bargain~
ing cortract questions. Recently, however, the SAK leaders have gtarted %o
support peliticsl activities which do mot fulfill this purpose amd which do mob
fxprove the well-being of the trade umion members. It seems that the BAXK is
gapporting Agrarian eims and is serving the persomsl interests of some aiBfbicus
isdividuals. Im this wsy, the SAK is losing the confidemce of its members. The
founding principle of the SAK was "to promole vecational orgaaizakion smomng the
warkera for improving their ecomomié position, by being an imPeldmt organ-
ization free from political partiss.™

I% is deplorable that under peaestime conditions i& is mo% Mi’ah %0
guide the crgenizmetion sccordimg to thess primeciples.

Im 1946 it was decided that “whem acting im the trade umiom movement the
Social Demoeraba start from she poimt that the novement can have fighting powss
enly whem 3% cam include withix i%a scope all wage sarmers disregarding parky,
lenguage and religious opimioms. Abeve 21l &he arguisatim st be keph
independaxt fzom politicsl parties.”

Whan we regard the presexi-day trasds uniom movemant MQ sgpecially the
sekivith of the cemtral crgasisatiom, we rust admit thab thers ere maxy defects
which sre diffieuld %o correch, and thal these misbtakes have nob been made only
im the heawdling of wage gquestions bub alsc 1x she use of momey ‘collected Irom
4$hs members. There have besn atiempts to use these funds for purposes whish are
quite foreign to the trade umion movement. Thug 1% iz wo womder that the membérs
are passive aad indifferest amd shat they wish to resigm from the orgamization.
But $hiz would nok solve the problemg. The members sheould Jjoinm Sogether still
closer, take lively interest in the mikiers asd direct the lsaders of the '
erganisation $o seh according %o principles approved by the frede umiom movemsnt,
becauss the power of the trade umior movemssat lies im the wuber smd sctiviiy of

g nesers. i
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4 number of articles have appeared recently cridielzing the "political
activisies" of the SAK. The attached article (see Enclosure No. 1) was primted
in the 5D paper "Sosialiderckraatti® which is controlled by the regular SD Party

leadership. The author ig Teuno Sutinem, an official of the pre=Lindblom Wood=
workers Federation,

~ Subinen points out that since its foundatior, the SAK has abtempted to remalm
non=poliiical, and that the present trend is therefore contrary to the most basie
principles of the Fimnish trade union movement, He implies that the membership is
losing imkerest in trade unionism, and that SAK leaders &re miemansaging wage
negeblations amd union funds.,
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