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COMMTN PAC

T. Introiuetion

Tnternational Comnunism is today presaing hard in order to
spread and consilidate its inflvence within the so-called "backvard”
areas of the world, Towmmist successes to date attest to the Com~
murist vse of itacties and techniques desigoed to take full advantage
of conditicns existing within these aress and te organise and control
"mass pover® gufficlent to propel Cozmunist leadsrahip to the fremt.
The Pree Vorld's success in keoping such areas “rom falling eventoally
under complete Commmist dominstion despends vpon its full understanding
of the tacties srd technigues emploved by the Comumists, as well as
npon its vigorons rressntation of comtar-atinsctions to take the place
of the panaceas and leaders™ip offersd by the Comrunists. For in thess
areas, just as in other countries of the free vorld, Comwsmists are
seeking porular support and nower not through pushins Comrunistie
platforms but by espousing non-"ormmist ideas. They ere promising
to abolish those things vhich are irritating a pation and are appealing
tc those sentiments within = comntry whiech offer the greatest opportunity
for a "united front” movement suscentible of "owmmist control and
manipulation,

"hroughout these underdeveloped sreas of the vorld vhere the
Corrmmists are now so setive, there sre several common factors vhieh
are present in alrmost s)l countries. Thers is a revulsion against
poverty and hunger ss s normal node of existence. 7here 1s also a
reaction agninst colonial derendancy or foreign domimation of any
¥ind, Tn some couniries one factor is agtronger than the other, Yatiomal
wovemants snrendered by these factors, hovever, can seldem De started
without leadership, Tn sowe aress this has eome from within, such
a8 by “andhi in Tndia. Rut vhers native leadership bas been lacking,
the “omunists have furnished native leaders trained in ‘‘ogeow, And
vhen natiomalistie novenents have been started wvithomt Comaunist par-
ticipation, the "cmmunists have attenpied to ‘ake over these movements
by ome mathod or ancther., Non-"ommunist leaders, confromted with the
exnlcaive problems of a critieal transitory period in their country,
have Teen harassed by the necessity of keeping Commmism from Alverting
natiomaligtic agspirations, Tnto this battle, international Com-vmiem
hss Frovght proven organising teehnigues, trained eadres, a vorld-vide
propagania machine, material sid, and, sbove all, a determined program
locking townrd a definite roel,

Tn countries vhose econcmy snd culiure sre predominantly segrarian,
the Commniats, in order to esaln pover, have turned fram traditiemal

T s

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CI| RDP78 00915R000700120002 9




Approved For Release 1999/0W78-00915R000700120002-9

eaphasis on the "urban proletariat” toward increased organisatiomal
work smong the resgsamtry. This has desn particnlarly avrarent wvithis
the eolonial and semi-colonial areas vhieh gemerally lack an setiwe

or sirong wriban proletariat, This nolitionlly dctated shift of eaphasis
to the agrarian nreasant was initially fellowed by the Chinese “comunists
nder Yao Tae-tung, and its suvceessful epvnlication in China forecaat
nany of Cowrunism's present agrarisn tacties in the Free Vorld, China
served as the testing rrommd for Asistic Communism and the agrarian
tacties and technigues evolved thers spread to surrevnding commtries
and lgter to other countriea vhere Commmist leaders perenind that
exploltation of reasant srievences could furnish "mass rover.* That
this may have constituted s dsparture from Corrunism's theoretical
concepta concerning the role of ithe wrban prolstariat vas cvershadowved
by the Communists' armreelstion of political realities.

Cornmist efforte to exploit peasant liscontents ars particularly
arparent in the Tar and idile Fast. Yot siailer Coamumist tacties
are also beins followed in many latin American countries and are being
used to incresse agrarisn agitation in Vestern Turope as wall, In
adiition te the loeal attention being siven to ormnizationsl work
among the repgantry in mauy commiries, a mespsure of the internationel
importanee vhieh Comrunism new attaches to agrarian tactics vas demon-
atrated by the Third Congrese of the Tcmmmist-ocontrolled Veorld Federation
of Trade Unioms (VFTU) held in Oetober, 1953, This Congress clearly
emrhasized the Commiet Jesire for increased attention to the under-
dsveloped commtries of the world snd pointed up the important role
vhich agrarian organizations csn play in support of internaticns)
Cormunism's push for pover, “he Yorld Conference of Agricultural
and Toresiry Yorkers, held shertly after the WFTU Congress, followed
the genersl nolicles 1aid Aown by the WFTU, confirmed the emphasis om
the "baclvard” areas, and specifically spu'lmd fregh Communist activities
locking to the organiuiim of peasant movements and actions and the
renetration of existing arrarian oresnizations,
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Commmist successes azong the peasaniry in the wnderdeveloped
areas 40 not stem fron an acceptance or an understending of Commmmist
idsology by these peasant masses, Comuonist successes stem larpely
from the effective a-plieation of cperational technigues vhile trwe
Tommunist 1declogy is dispguised. Hevertheless, Ccummism as an ideclegy
iz the creed of the small militant and power-hwmgry groups vho direet
the mass cpsrations, Tor this resson, it 1s rertinent to understand
something of the doctrines concerning the peasantry vhick are held by
those vho -iireet Cowunism's attack. Although Conmmism thecreticelly
operates as a result of Advetrimss vhich are held toc be hased on an
infallible historic science, new ratiomalisaticns are devised to fit
new experiences, Behind a facade of werring consistency and imfailing
foresight, Commmism adjustz 1tself to politieal reslities. Such
flexibility is demonstrated in Comunisn's present ewmphasis on the
role of the reasantry. An uvnderstanding of this rele will sssist in
an wnlerstanding of the actmal asrerian ‘acties utilized by the Cormunists.

‘. Ire-ae

In its eerly ferm, Yarxism 444 not regard the peasentry
as an indepsndent creative force in human history, The esrly Marxist
movenent belisved that the central drsme of Commmism vould dbe emacted
in capitalism's original home and not in the backvard areas. Befare
Isnin, there was not even s hint that a small proletariat, vell organised
and led by professional revolutionaries, could initiats the warld
revolution in a "hackward area”, Although the peasantry vas considered
to be a vietim of fendal society, it vas not considersd to te the
real apent for the overthrow of ferdslism. Thia reole belonged to the
urbgn bowrgeoisis, In the transition from a capitalist soslety to
a sociallist soelety, the ereative role war sxmected to fall to the
urban vrolstariat,

¥{th lenin, the role of the pessantry tecame scomswhat more
problematie, After peasant uprisingss iv Fussia in 190%, Lenin becams
intent on harnessing the pesasant ferce toc the revolutionsry wagon.
Thig resulted in his theory of the "democratice dietatorshir of prole-
tariat and peasantry", aceording to which the peasantry vas capebls
of certain limited creativity in Fussis. Put Tenin never for a moment
neant to 1mply that the peasantry would rlay a central role in the
revolotion, Te weant that only by allving iteelf with the proletariat
could the peasantry hope to realise the agrarian revoluiion. iLenin
vas slso appreciative of the dynamic potentislities of the backward
areas and at an early dste hal vreceived that the nasosnt mationalism
vithin theme areas counld itself be vtilised as a foree in realizing the
vorld revolution, This percertion resulted in the leninist theory of
jmrerialism vhereby almost the entire omus for the wretchedness of the
backward areas vas 1aid at the door of internationsl finance capital.
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Yot lenin sharply distinguished between Russia, vhers capitalism had
made pome irroads and vhere a small but vigorous proletarist exiasted,
and the ealonial and semi-colenial aress vhich were vietims of imperi-
alism snd vhere s modern industrial proletariat hardly existed, if at
all, Although he flirtsd with the theory that a capitalist phase of
evolution might not be necessary in the backward aress, lenin discarded
this in the face of the strategie needs of the Sovist Union and re-
smphasized that the matural leadsr of a revoluvtion was the proletariat
vhieh vhonld place itself at the forefront of the manses.

“urtherwore, the Leninist eoneept of the "Party” imsisted
on an orranic relatien between the Commmist Party and the proletariat,
According to lenin, political partiss eculd be nothing mere than politiesl
supsrstructures concentrating the volitiesl vower of ziven ecanomie
classes. Tn Russia, the Polsheviks claimed the rroletariat monopoly
and Tenin alvays believed that the Comrumist Party was nothing wore
or less than the politicsl organ of the industrial prolstariat, 1t
wves only bacause of its organic relation to the proletariat that the
fommmist Party could set as the oraele of histary. Thus, within the
Marxist-leminist tradition, there arcese the dogma that some actual
relationship betueen the rroletarist and the Cownmist Party was essential
to & Party's contirmed existence., Yei Lenin had at lesst made the
important point that the pemsantry could serve az a revolutionary
supporting force.

The strategy of intermaticnal Cormunism vas refined under
Stalin as he shifted emphasis from promoting Commmism on the basis
of a vorld-vide revolutionary offort to making Russis into the bulwark
of Conmmisn for the vhole world., Vhile Stalin interpreted many of
lanin's thecries in the light of prewsiling practical polities, there
v“as no apparent realigzation of the pessantry's inherent reveolutiomary
fores and no abandoment of the doetrine of the "vanrusrd of the
proletarist®, It remained for Mao Tse-tung in China to denoneirste
the great significance of the peasantry to s mational revolutiomery
movement in backward areas of the verld, In so deing, he actually
put §n donbt the Comwunist Party's claim to representation of the
industrial proletariat,

thile lenin was concluding that the pessantry could serve
as a revoluticnary supporting foree, osrtain leaders within the younmg
Chinsss “orsmmist Party (CCP) ware reslizing that the pessantry "comsti-
tutes the overvhelming majerity of the Chinsse psopla and s, of course,
a pgreat foree In the national revolution, If the Chinese revolution
does not enlist the peasanta, it will be most 41ffiecvlt for 1t to
snoceed as s great pationsl refolntiom”, Py 1927, Yao Tse-tumg appeared
to be the chief expoment of this attitude, Impressed with the unexpected
revolutionary dymamism displeyed by the Chinese peasantry in opposing

&

SKenc

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-IiDP78-00915R000700120002-9




Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000700120002-9

Jupansee impreinlisn in 1925, ¥ee turmed ssay from werk with the
preletariat and ladowr wicns and develed hMaself te poasant erganisations.
Hhmﬁmmhuﬂh&aﬁﬂhm&yimlfmhm

mﬁnnﬁu necsssary, st least for the conpletion of the
*dsnoaratic revelution®, Ko the Leninist formule of »
professional revolutionary slite iml!’uﬁ-mwpm

rmmmumnmmhm.

mmmma lost interest :lathmlutimm; it
became {mmersed sgnin in its ovm privats tribulatioms. The
ummm,mmnmmmmmmm, -111-
tarists, ete., vhether this sction was led by the CCP or soms other
group. The appeal to the passent had been om the dasis of elemental

&hfwwtuﬂv!tyh&tmm&thah&-mm.
Despite the centralimative of pover schisved by the Xue the

Kuenintang,
" wvast vegiens of the hinterland were still sentrelled largely by semi-

independent varlcrds and the govwerment 414 not have as firm somtrel
as in the cities, Peoxwse Mao's Ueory sbout the peassntyy fitted
neatly inte prewailing eonditions, his strategy st lesdership within
the Chiness Comrumist mowesent vem out hy 1932.3),

The CCP becans an elite eorps of pelitisally artisulate
leaders organived alongy Marxist linss but drvewm, in its top levels,
fren variow strata of “hinese soniety. Under Mae, this elite growp
realised that the peasuniry cenld iiself provids the wmas besis and the
motive power for & revolwtionary transfermation. The aspiretions and
intentions of the Pardy lesders wvere not msesssarily Seteruined by
Mvmmmwwmwdmm ey

1mrmbn-rwmmcmm
wmeverving Marxist-leninists. They contimmmd to believe in a Tedemptive
hMsatorie process and held that the Commumist Party wes itself the sole
apent of hMastorie redamption. The Leninist doetrime of imperislism,
fnelnding the theory that imperisliex is a phenoasnen psculiar to a
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certsin stape of capitalism, played a vital role in Thinese Comemunism,
The leninist conespt of elitism vas expressed in the form of s highly-
Aimeiplined highly-organise? party leadership, perpetuated Ly the
absorption of "positive elements” discovered and trained during the
agrarian reform and cther mmss movenents,

The path to pover of this elite group followed the leninist
formula of using the dynamism engendered by the immediate needs and
Aiseontentz of the masses, The experience of the Thimese Cormuniet
movenment vnder Yao siuply demonstrated that a mass basis could be
rrovided by the peasantry and other strats of scclety and that the
indugtrial rroletariat need play no part in the rise to power of an
elite sroup organized on leninist lines. is such, this experiaence
enhanced the Comwmunist potential in underdeveloped aress of the
vorld and stimmlated the svresd of Communist sprarian tacties,
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Chinege ussses, oonfyronted with varying forms of governmsant from vhieh
to choose, Cevmumism offered a fixed destrims with spesifie steps to
be taken to achieve established goals,

To a marked degree, the Comunist's agrarian tactios vere simtilay
muwmmaammummmmamw
following the vithdrwwml of Zwnintang foroes from the mainland,
During the first period, the Comsunists requived smss psssant support
in order to win the eoivil wvar. During the latier, the Commmists vere
intent on retaining and inereasing mass pessant suppert suffictent
to solidify their politioal deninance of the sntire ecomntry; to enmadle
them to lawnmch land reform ss the first step in Communism's trans-
forration of Chinay and to emsourage a badly nseded incresse in agri-
eultursl production, Tt should be remembered that the ariginal intent
of the Chinese Communists was to achieve aprarian eollectivisation
through ssveral gradusl steps rather than through fmmediate Implemen-
tation by farce as toock nlace in the Soviet Tnmiom and to some extent
in Fastern Turove,

During the early Comintern-sanctiowd Xuosintang-Comnmist
conlition, ¥ao had boen hand of ths Training Center for the Pessant
Hovement and, as sueh, hed been in charge of traiming politienl cadres
to o into the villages and put into practies sgresd coslition pelisies
of land redistritution. The Comunists thus mmnaged to beeoms assoeiated
vith the allevistion of peasant discoutents st an early date-—a payehe-
logieal advantage they subsequently exploited to the fullest. it
the ssme time, Hao and other Communist leaders acquired an sarly ex-
parisnoe in developing politieal esdres for work vith the peasantry.
These politiecsl cedres were reerultsd from snong Party neubers amd
received careful traiming, later, during the civil var, sueh eadres,
backed up by CCF aymed suprort, inelited the poer to riot agninst lend-
1mmmrsmnﬁmmm,mmnasmmmxmm
vealth, ramsmmmmmmmmmmm,
the cadres followed somawhat Aifferent tacties. A typical
was to smphasise %0 the pessants vithin s given village that thedr
temes were too high under the Kuemintang goversment sad to wrge them
to refuse Lo pay any more. The eadres advised the peasants to ariwve
avay the tay collsdtors and rromised that the Covmunists would eomm
s help them 1f the pclies trisd to enforoe the tax law. Y“hen the
veasants thenm drove avay the tax colleetors and were fpced vith poliece
sstion, Commmist forces arrived and fought the polies on behalf of the
peasants. The peasants thus foumd themeelves lined up with the
Commmists against the law, and the COF had 1ittls diffienlty reeruiting
followvers frox saong them, These techmiques, as wvell as the land
reform vithin the CCP areas, had the effect of identifying the peasants
ad their interests with CCP gims and sotioms,

But 1t vas through the technigue of "land reform” that the Com~
sunists perfected the tacties by vhich they cawe to organise and control
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Thina's great peasant mass after the civil var had ended. “land reforn®
became a veapon of far-resching political comtrel and vas gemerally
the begimning of Commmist setivities vithin an ares. Meniion hes
already been made of the political ocadres developed for werk with the
possantry. Chon Bn-lai has said..."The nost iyportant preparation fow
land refors ia the preparation of eadves.” Petuwesa the new governmeat's
decision to sffect 2 "land reform” program in an ares and the actusl
realisstion of that program, veeks or even months vers scaetinmes re-
quired to recruit and train the cadvre verksrs and to diseuss the preo-
blems. The Party wmreised its comtrol and iafluence from the wry
begimning of the program. This ean be shown by trasing the progress
of a land reform progren in & Thimese village not previowsly swposed
to Cowrummint activities or organisstion. The progress of this prograa
will also point wp many of the tacties and techniques which have sinee
bean adapted to peasant or agrarisn moveuewts by Comnnists in othey
areas .,

e first manifestation that a village hed Leen selected for the
lud reform progran was the arrival of the "land reform cadres™, or
the "wark team” groups. These groups, uwswally wnder the leadership
of vetsran cadrss expevienced in warking snxong preasants, vers gensrslly
dravn from CCF orgens, zolitieal vorkers iz the arwy, students, gevern-
nent staff verkers, snd the CCP's "Culturel Vesk Corps” (composed of
specislists in sll kinds of propagunda werk), Frequemtly, the verk
tesns ecams to & village shortly before or after harvest time so that
the osdres oculd belp the pessants harvest and could lesrn in detell
sbout conditions in the distriet. The cuires attsmpisd to adept the
peasants! Bods of 1ife, to live anong them, and to offer veriews
services—.all the while gathering data en the village. The investigatiom
vork by the cadres relisd heavily on persomel interviews and crowp
AMgeussions, Sizmultanecusly, the village vas bombarded with intersive
propagenda (ineluding personal "explanations®, eolerful posters, plays,
ballads, ete.). Propagenda was earried out not only in imterviews and
growp dscussions, but also through "welfare programs”, such as night
classes on varicus aspeets of improving farsing conditions, post eentral,
ote,

Through group activities, individusl talks, snd metioulcus ine
vestigation, the eadres systematiocslly raullied arcund them the "positive
elaments” among the poor pessants and furm laborers. "hs basie verk
of the cadres was to selsct those "active elements” anong the peasants
to sarve as the eore fer the arganisation of s peasanis' sasoelation
and the new "people's militia”, Yithin the villages, the pessents'
sspoeiations vers to serve as the center of the mew pelitisal pewer
and vere to administer the lend reform, Somstines the “slements” vere
seleeted in a village because they vere already setive in village affairs,
but this sppeared tc be s deviation from the official rcliey of weing
only slements from poor pessants and agricultural laliorers as the core
of the new villape leadership. At any rate, the first step of the

9
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"land reform program® was coopleted vhen the "positive slements” wvere
rallied togesther and indoctrimmted, the peansnts "awvakenpd® by wrops-
fande and agitation, and informatien collseted cn the distriet.

- The next step centered on the dresfiing dosm of the treditional
rover-atroeture in the village and the pover-irage !n the winds of the
peasants., Yore spesifically, this mext step ves to "setl the masses in
zotion® 8o ae to develop a situation of "class strusgle™, During this
nm,thmmmmmanmﬁmmmmdpw:hm
"loesl despote” and mass meetings to Aifferentiste ¢lass statws, Tiw
gerersl stretery wvas to wnite the poor peassmts, agrieultursl ledorers
and niddle veasants and to neutralise the stand of the rich peasants
80 as to isolate the landlords as a srowp target for twmedliste attaek.
The infitial means to arouse class ewnity acuinst the landlerds snd te
gererads a Tighting spirit anonz the poor peasants and agrisnltural
laberers inelnded petting them to talk of their plight and bad treat.
zant reosived from landlerds and rich »eeple, to coutrast their liviag
conditions with the rich landovners, and to see "vho supperted vhon®,
After one individm] vas oconvineed of the ssuse, and the micht of the
CCP to support the cause, he vas encoursged to gomtact other pessants
and convines them, ¥hen a larpge onough wster had seen the 1ight, s
fighting sroup was considered to have bean satadlished and the most
aotive elements amcng them selscted to becoms the cure for the strusgle.
Fith reforence to the sctual land refors progrem, the stage vas also
set, mnder the leadeyship of the eadres snd supported by the sroused
rortion of the roor pessants, for ths demand for refunds of rent de-
poaits and the sxessuive portions of rents. The redueiion of remt
and the refund of rent and rent deposits were the initial meterial
enticenants to the peasants for the further develorment of the clane
struggle,

In putting on the neetincs to acense and pumish the "locel dsspots”,
the eadres carefully picked one or several local Asspots vho were
cenvinely unpopular because of exorbddtant rents, ste,, or former lecal
of fieials notorious for thelr bridery, ete, *he cadres colleeted
"Agta" on their atrocities, Mass rropaganda (louwd speakers, blaek
boards, etc.) vropagmted the aceusations, Yras meetings vere schedulad
and the peasants vers invited to air thelr grisvances, it the elimax
of peasant sgitation, the chalrmar of the meeting vould ammownes that
Suntice vould be dome, The peasants vare then told hew in this wvay
they were vowerful ss a collective foree, =nd powerful encugh te vreveat
their “feudal orpressors from regaining their former authority”., Thus,
although the charges against the accused might well be trws, the key
funetion of these "coniemmation” meetings vas psysholegieal. The
peasant vas being strengthened in hs confidence in the new pover amd
was deing rrepaved for futther agrressive sotion sgainst those clsames
1dentifted by the Comrmmiats as evenies,

10
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mmmmum«mﬂh mwma.

iu
mwaummvmdmsumamﬂmmw
1.0,, landlards vhoss properiies vould be comfiscated, rich er niddle
pessants vhose property would de protected, or poor psasants vho would
te given land and other property. Tt was important to have publie
18entification of the class status of the iIndividwals in the village.
After the mesetings held to Jeteraine this, eslebwations vere of'ten
mavmaammumnmmwrwmmm
indocotrination. Commmmist tactics relied hesily wpen “"draving »
Muﬁmlimh”afrhakm&?u‘iamumﬂa:mnn

The next step in the land reform progrez vas the formation of
the rew village pover structure, the Feasonts' Assoeiation, The CCP
has dafined this as "a mass organimation formed by the woluntary will
of the peasants” and {t was known of flaislly as "the legal exmeutive
organ for the yeform of the agrarisn systsa in the rvral areas”,
mmneaaurammnmmﬁuacm* Assool-
ation in a village vere: grest oare w be taken in nhoﬁqth
fintmef’pedﬁuom fmmmw
Associstions thadédhmm
peasanta wonld not be isolated; and precti mf-a-
p:mmwmtwncimm
aﬁnmxmm.mormm
and gongs, portraits, slogums, speeches,

Tt has besn mentioned previofsly that the CCF exsreiged its
eontrol and influence from the very bLeglimring of the land reform.
The vork teans or land refora cadres dispatehed o initiate land reforn
vere, as s rule, Party esdres. Thelir sxperience, hard wark and seal
mmmaiﬁmlmug-. A{mm"lﬂammmrw
the Party's eontrel was further strengthensd by the systemstic sbserption
of the wost sotive, capable end popular slemsats smeng the peassnts
iantc the Party and the Youth leagme, By indoetrimation and training,
by eontrelling the mass organisations, by sevving the villagers as
a sovroe of help aad eonfort, by perecnal exemplary deeds, and by
Integrating the bdest slements anong the pesssente into the Party, the
CCP soquired a firm and effective control at the gruss roote lewel
for agrarian and cther progranms.

Although the core of lsadership ameng the peasants :vbhen the mew
order cume to a village vere the esadres sent im from cutpide, the
CCP realized that wher these wvere withirmm 1t was neesssary that they
be repleaced by local lesdership, Fer this resson, efferts vare made
to absarb some reassnt lseders vithin s village into the Party. The
mnost likely elenents wvere thoss poor pessants vho had sotwally enguged
in the "land refora struggles” for these wvars thwe elements vhe vere

1n
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most Aissatinfied vith the past sconomi¢ system and vho looked to the
Bew order as a solution, Yor these, the Comunist avtharities senduoted
indootrimation cowrses vhere they vers taught the standmrd qmliffcations
of Party mesbers and how to attain them. Should ene of thess deoome

s candidute acosptadle to the Party, he would them bs required teo werk
and show good resulis in wariows yclitinl snd produetion eampeipgns,

If successful, he vould then be slewted te cadre lowvel and partieipate
in the leadership of loeal organisetions. Py this gemeral rrocess,
mﬁn1wpmrmmmmmmywm

to create the core of a starle volitical order, The Tessants' fssoel-
ation vas naturally ome of the most important, if not the mose impeortant,
of the loeal orzanisations vhere the UCP maintained a firs conteel.

Thars vere cother crpanizations vhieh the CCP utiliszed to further
1ts land refora program ss well sz to achisve political and peychelogical
control of the peasants, In adiition to the Pessante’ Axsoclatiom,
the peasantz ware channsled into & mmber of growmp activities, notebly
the nutoal-aid tesms, rural cooperatives, the wvomen's leagus, the
youth corps, the peopla's militis, ss well as variows cultural amd
edueational organisations sueh as reading clusses and drama gproups.
The mutual-aid tesam, which involved the poeling togetder on a voluntary
basis of man-power, ani=mls, iplements and other rursl resourees, was
used by the Communists not enly for 1%ts economic advantages Mt also
a8 an instrumemt to aconstom the individulistie pesasants to ecooperative
faraing. Tn organising such teams, the Communiste denmonstrated the
advantages of such teams to the standard of living of the peasant,
and In the early days of 7P pousr peasants eould jein or withdwaw
fresly. "he "land reform nrogrea” also pald great atismtion to the
peasant voman vho was vewally over-worked and wler-privileaged., ™hw
cadres wdertook speelsl efforts to tesch the pensant women that their
sufferings vere not the result of fate, but of exploitation by landlerds
and of the hackwariness of the soeisl system. Vowern shared in the land
redistribution, in the cprortunities for self-government {n the village,
and in other "CP.divected palitical chanpes, Oveat wveizht vas ssnigned
bty the Tomuunists to the youth {n the rural areas beonuse it vas veually
the younr peasants vho served as village cadres, initiated the forming
of the Feasanta' Asscelation and other mass sctivitias, and supperted
sealously the soaial referus, The rwwwl cocperutives vers gesnerally
developed after the peaseants vere mobilised dwring the land reform,
but sometizes vere started at the very begimming of the program. In
the sarly days of “CP powver, thess cooperatives surplied the pessants
vith necessities at lover rates, granied loams at lower intersat, ete.,
and served as an effective vespon in the mass persvesion pregrean of
the Comunists during the agrarian refoes,

From the fovegoing pletwre, it is evident that the %im 31--
mmists regarded "peychelogical mobilization™ as of "

vith the refistributior of lamd.” Thair methods of peychologiocsl
acbilisstion fell into the two categeries of persuasion and cesreion.
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ﬂﬁﬂ‘*mm to perswunde the peasents that
;?ﬁfmmumumumm

s.. e womutetien of retiaml Swtiftcation, In adiitten
uwm .mm e, , Tanllepdion ves
randed as O i - Muam;‘ e plasate
mmmwumw od Suty to sheulder

Mﬂvhmhﬁ. goversment which vounld
insvessy prefusiien, They ware tald that "4he labering nasees
7o now he wstery of You Ching®, and with thely "honors”
slse eome maw "dwiies”. mmmmmmm.uuum
to inervese peassst exthusiasm by offering inocentives and definite
objectives, o ereats growp eomsciousmess through sless d#if.-
forentietion and cellestive activities, to reduse disecentent
mww&wuw-bnaﬁu* and to present
long-runge and immediete compemsations,

ufmi bad an offective paychological iwt. "Panes” ant

e, Utilisation of tratitiomsl walwes., i wder of traditiormal
ultersl valuwee preowiltng in Chimese rerel sectoty were skillfully
sxploited by the Comvundsts, YU was claimed that the pecple's
goverment dad great popular noral swppart and that the puritan
solls of living of the Commmist cadres befitted the Comfucianist
standard of goed goverment., Use of the "fanily eewmedl” was
made %0 2id in e increass of production through eellectiwm
rlamning and setivities, to seowre nove ripghis for vouwen and

youth, to provide incentives for srester offieieney, and to
utiliss the patrizrshal faxily system,
4, Catharsis. Aa integral part of the land yrefora proeedure

vas the "speak bitternams™ meeiings viiieh provided am emotional
voasants, Aeccusations and punishmsnt of lantlerd-

;
]
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to the perswmsion wthods, sosrcien techniqwes vere
nuttﬂlndhﬁam&minuﬂm ¥ae axnownssd in

19(9 thet,..”T™he sray, polies, ant cowrts of any state sre instruments
for clasees to oppress slasses.” And..."Te hestile elasses, the Stats
spparatus is an Instrwwnt of eppression.” Duwring the initial stages

' becavse
arm@mewme. Mul !’“Mﬂﬂﬂm
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te peasants and scldiers by eirewit Seams and wars slosely occerdimated
with cwrranat agrorian reform tregrams.

Tese veres sone of the "hiness agrarian tacties developed during
the earlier peviod of CCPF pover and emivrol,. later taetios, vhieh
oould develop wnder an assuwred Comeruist regime, vare not as sdaptadle
o eonditions in soclonia) and semi-sclonial aress of the fres vorld,
Today, in China, cellsetivisation is spparently belng spesded wp and,
vith an inereased eomosntyution om industrial development in Chins,
the °CPF 4s now pushing the "allianes between werker and peassnt.”
Novertheloss, 1t 19 alse spparent hat the Chiness Commumists have
remgined appreciative of the lesscss of thair esrlier pariod, A
careful psychelogionl meMliggtion comtimws te be an importent faeter
of all CCP programs, agrarisa or otherwise, and the pessant is evidemtly
-wwﬂummwmammammm
revolutionmrien into politieal power.
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vorking in th
ettien, s«naum.aeruammmm
lessons of an agrerian bess, Comvmist tactics in Tndiz degan to wnder-
wnﬂﬂﬂmm

Dwring the period of 19421950, Comrromisn in India made a
mmnhﬂdmwpﬁdmmmn. During this
peried, the Camvwmists 414 in faol arests s Mliitant pessent feres,
novensnt vithered an the vime and Indign
Commmists had to ssek a new policy. The strategy sbesquently arrived

g
é

m'nﬁmwﬂs’

™e Commmist Party of Indle (CPI) #8314 net arvive at this
nov policy without a Mctw posk frem Sevist Conrumiste, Confusion

proletarist and peasant, and the exaot stage of the Indlan revolutiom,
Then in January 1950, the Cominferm Jourmal adtrvessed ar oditorial

to Indian Commmmiste vhich seensd to ocxll the tume. This editerial
noted that..."The path taken by the Chinepe pecpls...is the path that
must be takem by the peopla of the various eclonisl and semi-cclonial
ocomntries in thelr fight for mationsl independence and Pesple's
Demoeracy™. This was a decided slap at the snti-Vae faction within

the NPY. Referring specifically to Indis, the editorial stated...

“The mass moverent of the yeoples in colomies, the movemswt that wmfelded
after the war and deweloped into an armed strugsle, fereed the British
inperialists to meke a tasticsl retreat...but Britigh imperislisa
romains, and oetopus-1i¥e srips Tndia in 1ts tleedy tentacles. In
these conditions the fadk of Tndlan Commmints, drewing em the experience
of nationel liberation novement in Chine and other commtries is matwrlly,
to strenghten the allisnoe of the werking elsss vith s11 the psassntry,
to fight fer the introduction of wrpmtly nesded agrarisn refera--on
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the basis of the ecomon struggls for freedom and mational indepsndencs
of thelir eoumtry...to mnits classes, parties, groups and crgenisations
willing to defend the natiomsl indepsmience and freedem of Tndisn.”

fere vas the Coninform direetive, and CPI leaders hestemed to formula

s pev policy and strategy to meet the demand for a broad wass Neve

mder conditions vhen srwed insurredtion was “net on the agends.”

There were, of courss, prastical reasons vhy the CPI sheuld
follow such a poliey. Im Chins the Comumist revelutiom had been
shifted to a rursl base lergely becavse the KNT hed &riven the Comnmiste
out of the oities; in India the cities wers opsm to Comnumist agitatiem.
Tn Chins the pessidilities of s parlismsatary opposition wers nomexistent;
in Tndis the CPT hed access to the ballct and te the lsgislatwres. In
Chine & Cowmmist liberation srwy could prefit from the interference
of Japan and the geogrsphicsl proximity of the Soviet Uniom; thess
conMtions 414 not exist in Indis, slthough it should Do noted thet
the CPT had stepped up activities in sreas gwous to
controlled border aress, The CPI itself put ferth soue wery
reascns vhy all of Mi's tacties were net applieabls to Isdia. In
1ts Policy Statement of 1951, the CP1 declmwd,.."”Ve cannot fall e
take nete of the faet that vhen the Chiness Party Degan to lead the
peasantyy in the liberntion struglle, it bad alveady an arwy which 1t
inherited from the split in the Revelution of 192%5,..Ne eammot fatl
to note the fact that China had no mified and good communicntion,
vidch prevented the enswy from osrrying owt eonosntyated end swift
attacks on the liberstion foress. Indis iz 4iffaremt in this vespeet
from China, in that it has a coxparatively more wmmifisd, well-crganised
and for-flung system of comnunioations...Intls has a far Blgeer verking
class thanm Ching had during her mareh to fresdom,..Further, o eamot
Tail to nots the faot that the Chinese Red Army ves swrrownded and
threatened vith annihilstion again end again mmtil 1t resched Menchwria."
At the same time, the CPT ackmovledged that the "vevelutionary” rele
of the pessantry had been enhanced as a result of the Chinese revelution
and must be given increased attention by the CPI. The Peliey Statewsnt
Bad this to say..."This doss not mean that there is nothing in conmen
betvean us and Chima...On the contrary, like Chims, India iz of vast
sxpanses, Like China, India has s vest peasent populatiom. Ouwr revolution,
thevefore, Vi1l have many fentures in common with the Chimsee Rewelwtion...
Vo are essentially a colenial comtry, vith s vast majority of owr
people living on sgricultwrs. YMest of cur wverkers alse are Alreetly
eonneeted vith the pesssntry snd interested in the predlem of lend,,..
That makes the strugrls of the yessantry of prime ispertanse.”

The CPT then pledged itself te the United Fremt strategy,
professing sbharrence of any practices vhich meant "igeering the
task of building the alliance of the verking class and the pessantry
aa the basis of the United Yatiomal Tremt, ignoving the task of bulld-
ing the Tnited Yatiomsl Fromt, ignoring the task of putting the working
class at the head of this Tromt in the liberation struggle...” It
ammomesd that..."the vorking class, relying on agricultural wverkers
and poor peasants, in firm allismoe vith the peasamiry, together with

|
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the vhole people, leads the battles in towns and ruval aress to lider-
ation..." Tven vhile greatly slevating the importanos of the psasant's
role, the CPI has econtinuved to place the praletariat at the head of
the Pront, Put remenbering that aven Mgo, after ths Chiness revolution
had swecesded, worked hard to pressrve the wyth of a proletariam-based -
revolution, 1t is 41fTieult to krov vhether Tndisn Communist statemsnts
on the prolstarian base of the Party are serely s mesningless tribute
to dogma. At any rate, the CPT embarked for the first timm on a course
vhteh included efforts t¢ build a strong peasant movement,

In genersl teras, the Comunist United Fromt strategy, of
which the peasant movement is a part, defines the principal emexies
to be fought as the feudalists snd the imperialists and adweeates the
necassity of wmiting all classzes into a bresdbased Umited Frowt against
the cowmon emsmies. In ITndla, the tve principal snemies ave specifically
1demtified as British and American isperialism, A fight sguinst British
inpsrialisa is synomynous with a fisht sgainet colonial swpressiem;
for although India is »o lomger a colomy, the Commmists maintain that
feudalisn exists there as a »isult of the tie~in of Indisn and British
monopolists. And the fight against Amerloan imperialism is treated as
syhonynous vith s fight Tar "Peace™. Under a United Frent cowrse, the
basie strategy for cwrthrowing a regime &5 the formation of & wmited
frout of all groups ocpposed to the ragime. Throughtths foarmatiem of
silinited Pront the vy vill be pawd for the fermation of a governsent
of People's Temotracy, snd the neosssery and essential step to this
ultingte ereation iz the esptadlishuent of a "Coverment ef Demoeratiec
Undty", 411l this will de eceemplished through mass mobilisation and
mass struggle. But it s vitally important to the Cowmmists that
the Tnited Fromt 4does net bacome an ond in {tself or that the Partiy
is svallowed wp in 1%, The Comwunist Party must rensin intect and
“pure”--g lesscn the CPI learmed from the 4dfilutiom which overtoesk the
Fyderatad Party wvithin s "nited Fromt,

To acecmplish its ends, the CPI recognised that its tasks
most be:  (a) to build the Party; (b) to build the mass organisations;
and (e) to build the “emoeratie Fromt, According to the CPI, the
United Demceratie "romt eculd only be a fromt of pelitienl partles,
groups and individuvals arriving at agreemsnts from place to place snd
time to time, even widening the scops of these agresments, The Pariy's
eonception of the United Fromt is thet it is basically a fromt of
classes. It stated..."Although these slasses may hawve mutmlly ecn-
flicting interests, nonstheless the fact remains that imperislism and
feudalism constitute the cormom enemies of all.. Cur concept of United
Fromt arises from this ecmmon interest betwesn these wvarieus clesses.”
More specifically, the CPI has noted... "Under the existing conditions
therefore it iz only the eoming together of the variocus groups, parties
and intividunls on vhatever issues and in vhatever place they ean and

18
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lsading the masses in their day-to-day struggles that will help in

the proocees of the dewslopment of the United Yromt. 4s a result of

the coming tepether and leading the strugrle of the masses common
understanding grovs betimen the parties vhioh helps in the prosess

of the erystallisation of the compm program, The agresssnt on sueh

s progran iteelf will Lecoss wider and wider as a result of the struggling
together and lsading the masses in thelr strugples.”

Cormunist agrarian tactios in India thus constitute an attempt
to veld the peasant masses 1nto an ormnisation vhich can be an effective
"transaission Delt” betvwer the Party and this larpge segment of the
vecple and, st the same time, charmel the pelitical and econonic denands
of thess pessant masses against sxti.Comrmist forces and towsrd the
creation of a "nited Front 4m vhich the CPI would play the predeminant
part, As such, Communist agrarian tactics beeww aindlar to thowe
which the CPY follews with respeet to trade unionists, vomen, stulents,
iptsllectrals, ste, In some respeets, the reassnts az & group constitute
one of the greatest ehallenges to CPT organisatiomal talents decause
of the ecomcmie 21ffersnces existing in varioss geographic areas of
the soxmtry and beeause of the comnlexitien ivherent in the =any religioms,
eastes and langvages of Indis. On the other hand, (7T aetlvities among
the peasants represent arn important Party undertaking becamse the
peasants rerresent approximately twoethirds of the populatien and
because the Comrunists' road to power in India may well be the sgrerian
road, There is an intensity of digcontent sbout agrarian matters in
Tndia, and in areas vhere sgrarisn tensien has most acute, the Comunist
organizsation and agitation has been at its best, Initiative in the
satiar of land reforn--et least inv some sections of the country--pessed
inte Comvundst hands rather than the Gowrrmment's, Sectioms ef the
peasant population are soquiring positive faith in the agrarian progran
premised by the Comunists for the {mmediate futurs. “hat the CPY
has ot been even more successful to date smong the peassnts seess te
result in many instances from the Party's own inertia or precccupation
vith other mass movements,

The problems of creating and controlling = peassnt movement
in Tndie, particularly ome that sought 0 be an "A1l Tndias® aovement,
wvere recosnised by the OPI, Tt acknowledged thet,,."It zust de wnder-
stood that hecause of the vast expanse of our ecountry, because of the
weven development af the agrarian erisis and of the vorking class
snd peasant mcvenent, and the uneven stats of orgenisation and econ-
scicusness of the pessant masses and the influemes of the Farty, the
veasant movenent will not develop at the sans tenpo sverywbere and
different forms of crganisation amd strugrle will have to be adopted,
depending on the maturity of the erisis, the degree of wnifieation
cftmmtm-mdthohm,mamthmﬁmmﬂm
of the Party and other fasters...” Fithin the variocus previness of
India and sven in varicus 4districts of the rame provinece, Tommunist
asrarian tactics have indesd developed at differemt tempes and in
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different Tarms, but ths overall Comowmist fremt ’ for agrarisn
tacties {a e 11 India Xisen Sadbe (Pessant Aseoeiation)., This is
the natioma)l mass arganisation through vhich the CFT seaks to crests
one vnited Fisan Ssdha, encompmssing sll the lower wnits of peasant
orgsnisations in proviness sand districts threughout the coumtry, The
CPT hepes to do this through systematic erganisstionsl vork amoung the
peasantry and agricultural vorkers, As a CPI document pelwted oot &
1053,...7Tt 5 the jeb of the Party te ses that the sppeal of A1l
Indis Xisan Sebha, to &ll otder champions of Kisuns and Xisan organisations
vhieh are today outside the Kisan Sebda to come into the fold of the

A1l Tndia ¥isan Sabha, is implemented, This can bs doms, as the A1l
Tndla Xissn Sabtha points out, by first forming wity in actiom (to

vage joint strugrles against evictions, nev taxws, remt redustions,
ste,) and to ferm joint committees of struggls, Xisan Ssbha's appesl

to all its lower mits to maXe a conosrted drive to form Joint Com-
mittass of 21l the existing Eisan organisations to fight Fisen struggles
on specific issuss has to be earried out, It iz them only that the

vhole mass of ¥isams can be rallied behind a wited organisatien.”

»

The strategy folloved by the A1) Tndia Kisan Sabha (ATES)
1is to bring the peassnts, deepite affilistion to warious pelitieal
parties, into mity of action or specific fssues., Sowe lsswes wx
vary in 4iffervent parts of the cowntry, for the CPT seeks to op
$issoes built around local demands, Should the peasante theawelves
fail to voles any demands, it tecomes the task of the AIX3 to draw the
Kisan masses into diseussions vhers their imnediate demands cam be
"formmlated” and recoguised and thereby become subjeet to agitatiom,
The AIXS poses as the champion to rafse the sosial, ecomemie and enltural
level of ths peassants and agricultural laborers and, in sddition to
its land reform program, tries to beecoms an inevitabls part of the pessant's
1ife from vhich he can set comstant advice and help, T¢ o
1iteracy classes, sports and cvitural activities, relief and self-belp
movementa., In gensrsl, howewer, the ATES seeks to units the
against "landlord-izperialist expleoitation™, to popularize the victories
vhich the Fisan movemsnt i{s achieving, and also to stress to the peasants
"the achievemsnts of the USSR, Chims and other People's Demserscies
so that this vill creats new oconfidenss in thwir o strength to achiews
sinilar chjectives.” (This last peint 1s alse utilised to eomsolidate
"the feslings of intarmations] solidarity vhiech would help to bring
them sgeinst all the plets of Amsriean and Eritish lwperialists.").
The ATES sponsors general Xlesn demands vhich are readily wnderstaniable
ts the reassnt uasses {8.g., sbelition of landlordism, redvetion of
rents, availability of leng-tarm credit, adeguate wages snd living
eonditions) and, at the geme time, 1t pushes imsedigte fightins demsnds
vhieh sustain the ovemsnt, maintain the "lewel of conselionsness and
the preparedness and orgsnisation of the masses of s partioular locality,"
and serve as "atepping stones for the realisation of cur gensrsl agrarian
demands™,
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Iike the (hiness Communists, the Indisn Comeumists recognise
different groups within the sgrarian pepulatien——poer pessants, agrienl.
teral lsborerds, middle pesssnts, rich peassnts and landlcrds. In
ba&mﬁn%hmtnfimaukdmhﬁw Put
unlike the CCP, the CPI doss not attempt to "neutralize” the rick pessents.
“PI tactios are Mrected se thoroughly toward the ereation of s united
poasant novement that the Party desires that even the rieh peasents
become supporters and cipants in the movement, A4 a CPY docwment
set forth in 1953..."the problen of mity of the pessartry is =mainly
ammxmungmmmwmmmmu,imm
the rich pesasants, sgainst iowerialist, fendel and Indiad
exploitation.” And some landed pessantsa are being attracted to the
Party. 2 notable izsuve which the CPY hes utilised in this vegerd is
the opposition by the landed peasants to the requirement fareing them
to sell their grain directly to the Covernwent, and thereby to recsive
leas than they would by selliny on the open market, The CPI has sup-
W%ﬂ&mﬁin&iucmmmlmﬂywm
"plundering tactles” by the “overmnemt,

There are seversl ressoms why neither the Party ner the
ATES vant to champlon demands which would adversely affect the interests
of the landed snd rich psasants, The Party reasons that this vonld:
:szmtummuetﬁmmmuatmmmw
upset psasant undty.” Actuslly, the Party is probably alse trying
to hide the ultimate gonls of a trve Commmistie progranm becauss it
desires to capitslize on the desires of poor peasents to acMiawe the
material wealth of rich pessants. This particular situation sometimes
canses eonfliets, and in sections of India viere there are swall snd
nedive landovmers instead of "peasant messes”, the CPI has faoed the
MImwmmewmthmamatmmmmm
and strengthen pessant wmity, Aceerding to a Party docment, the solution

in one rrovince wvas as follows: in the big landlord avess the
mlvmmwermnmswewmmmmuam
rent redvetions inpother specifie areus, the strategy will be to organisze
meximem pressure through the united kisan movement on the by land.
owners for reduction of rent but without coming into a elash with the
petty and small landowmers. The dig landowrers will try to safegwmrd
their vorition by rallyins the petty ovners to thelr support, Tn sueh
cases, the OPT suggests that a compromise vith the petty owners by
vorked cut in order to organize united pressure amminst the big innd-
omers.

The P reccgnises that the sorieultural labover is 8ifferemt
from the peasant, Agricultural laboerers are these rural lsborers vhe
hire out to verform chores for those resporsible for wverking the land;
also ineluded are rural vage sarmers such s dlgekamiths, carpentera,
ste, Accerding Yo of Melal Farty documents, the azrienltural laborers
ars to be orpganized separately in independent class organisstions apert
from the psasant organisations because..."firstly, they have their
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om separate demands of wvapes, howre of
nost of these agriecultwral lsbovers are
MM‘M onntes and It v

and activiss then in Xisen Sedhas directly or, eoven vhen v swecsed
in dvering them in mmme-wmsmanmmn
large wumbers. sgrioultural lsberers will beecus the lsading

fnﬂ&qmaﬁu&mﬁﬂyﬂﬂhmﬁw'w
into the Kigan Ssbbe."” mrwmm.m,ym‘m

agricultural lsborers are not or cannet be organised sepere s they
mest then be sed into the Kisan Sabba &ivestly. The CPY comsidurs
the agricultural laborer to de tw mest militent end revelutiomary

to crganise and limk kim olosely with the peasants, The Party thus

Ee
§
?
;‘;

seeks separete crganimtions fer
mm,mmmuﬂfm‘uuamw;mmnﬁu
vherein the agriculturnl lsberer would become %dw leading mfilitant
fares. And vien the CFT suecesds in establishing both orpmaimtions
within an ares, "imediate steps should de taksn to svolw coordimeting
nmamhnl—mnmmﬁm&dmaﬂm
Pmctiming..." uammwm«mw&eﬂwm.
the CPTI notas "It 15 to De resssbered that vhen we start taking
uwp and championing the spesisl demands of sgricultuwral laber and fighting
for them, the meed of their separate crganisation alsc becones evident,”

The AIXS 48, of souwrss, ihe nsationsl wlwella organisstion
wier vhich Communist Party agrarisn tacties full, The strustwe of
the ATXS provides fom

mmx%mm(mmmmsummw

wid

Pistrict Fisan Sedbes

W&Iﬁmam (These direet day-to-dny astivities)
A1l Tndis Kisam Comrittes and the Cemtral Xisen Cownell (The
counell 1s the exmoutive orgam of the All India Xisan
Comnittes and the Sakhs)

e delegates’ sonfuvence of the ATES

Affiliated wioms

But vithin the isar movemsnt, considerable flaxibility sand awtonewy

are evident with respect to the Provineial Xisan Sabhas. The OF1 hes
stated,.."The problems faclug the provimeces are varied and ean de
teckled only by the provimess. o dsy-to-dxy direectiens and guidanee
can be given from the Center. Fvery effert should be made to strengthen
the Provineial Kisen Sebhas and Agrievitural lLedor Usmiems. They sheuld
b the real puiding and leeding boldies of the aprerian movemsmt in

the provinece. The fumetion of the ATXS ghould be realistis and limited...
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1t sheuld pool the experiences of the varicus provinces, exchangs it,
give ssriztance to yeaker provinces in Inilding organisations snd
studying oroblems, and so on, It s agein the Job of Provincial Fissn
Sathas to organise spesoial kisen schools fer training and educating
the larze mmber of kissn oadres thet sre nevly coming wr.” 4nd there
seems 1ittle doubt that the Provireial Kisan Sedhas 4o indesd exercise
an authority and control of tectios vhieh point wp the axtreme 1

of the provincial approach in Tadia, Furthermere, the CPY, 1im giving
the Frovinelal 7isan Sabhas the guiding rale ia dgy~te-day sgrarian
tactics, kas also allowed them to have eonsidersdla freedem in adepting
the necessary organisstionsl forms snitable for partionlar Tndian
provinces. f some interest ig the faet that at the Third OMY Congress,
held in Tecember 1953, & sreater centralisation for the oversll CPT
vas urped, TfTorta have been made to mgke the heads of the nationel
Practions of mass organisations spend a much sreater portiom of their
time in New Nelhi &t Party hesdquarters. Yet the kissn movenent head.
guartsrs remaing in Pengal, more acoessible to psasant areas. Tt
vould seenm that decentrslisetion seems to be encourgged in this ene
schere of Cr1 astivities. '

The sntire ATFS styucture fumctions as the agrarisn ars of
the CPI, One of the tasks of the Party is te populariss its agrarian
progran and policies in order to show 1ts "atand in the pervies of the
veople”, Partr propavanda supports the almg of the AIES as expfessing
the poals of the CPI; AYES propaganda stresses the fact that the CPY
also champiens the prosrams, lsgzislaturs ete., whiech the AIES deasnds
for the kisan movement, The CPY follows a systematiec canpaign of sending
Farty cadres from working, siddle and intellfgentsia classes to werk
snong the peasant masses and develop the kisen movement. At the same
time, the Party seeke the syatematie recrultment into the T of kissm
and agrievitursl labor =ilitants and their sducation as Party members.
The CPT has noted..."Tt is sbsclutely essentiil that ve make a determined
effort to get capable peasants and agrieuitural laberers, vho are actively
engaged in their oeccupation, to be on variovs comitiess at a)l levels,
and to meke them fwmetion in them, so that Xisan Sebhas mey develop
&8 real mass orgsnisations...”And it is the aim of the CPI to "strengthen
the ideclogical-political and organisational itles of the Party with
the millions of peasants and agricultural laborers.” The ATES serves
the Party in ihis aiz and alsc as a Mummel to bring I'ndSa's pessant
=i1liens into n droad united fromt vhers they may be jeined by other
segments of the population similarly herded through the machinstions
of other =mmss orpanizations.

Farty control of the AIKS strusture rests dasically on inter-
losking membership, but there are also firm crgenisatiomal 1links through-
out the hiersrchy of the Party., The CPI sppoints a Central Cowittes(CC)
member te Bs responsible to the CC for Party activities within e provinos.
This bringa Provincial Xisan Sxbbas, the miding bodies of the Kisan
Hovement, under the direct serutiny of the CC, Simflarly, the Provineial
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Committees of the CPY gre the resl esnters of Party power in the proviness,
and in these Comiitees there are very definite organisational preo-
visions effecting mass crpanizations such as the Klsen Sabhas. '‘Mils
thers may be some vsriation from provinees to provines (to the CPY,
provineial Aivisions follow limguistic lines and 4o net correspend

vith the fovernment adninistrative ereas in all ceses), the organi-
sational provisions within ene province vwill be 11llustrative:

£11 Party menbers who sre in the Provineial exeeutive
body of warious mass organisaticns constitnte the Provineial
Frantitma of the respective fronts, The nenders of the
Provinelal Traction slect from smemg themselves g Provinelal
Fraction Comittes, which is confirusd by the Provinelsl
Comelttee of the Party. Problams of mazs organisations and
of mass novenewta should be, vhen they are of a basie nature,
decided by the Provineial Tommittes in consultation with the
Provineiel Fraction Comittes oconcermed; other preblems
shonld be tackied by the Traoction Commities ir consvltation
vith the Provincial Secretariat.

There ¥ill Ye 2 meating of the Provincisl Trastion inmediately
before an! one mesting Immediately after every meeting of the
Provinelal Vxecutive of the mass orgunivation invelved, The
Traction Conmittee 'mst mest at lesat oneoe in two months, The
seeretaries of the Fraetion Corittees wust subadt nonthly
reports to the Provineial Secretariat; ocoplies of thess repoerts
should be sent to the A1l Tndis Fractien concerved,

The secretsries of the "raction Committess sheuld devote
their entire tine te the work of the Fractions and the aase
orpanizations to vhich they belomg and should net take uvp other
responsibilities,

There ¥ill be a District Secretarist in every dlistriet
with a Party sembership of 30 and mere., "istrict mass front
frepitime: and fraction committees sheuld be set uwp and similer
rrocedure ghonld be followed se in the case of provinelal femcotions.

There can be 1ittle doubt that the (PI controls ite mass organisstions,
inglodng the AIXS, fram the top echelon to the grass-roots lewel,

E. Soms Spegific Tactics

Taeties employed by the ATXS range from country-ulde props-
randa campalrns to efforts by individusl werkers within swall villages.
As ome tactic, the "PI has suecessfully sxploited extsting lavs--thet
1;, every plece of legislaticn that has been enacted to sid the kisane.

The Party popularises amy such lav as a vietory of the Fisan movement
aa! claims that the lav wroum a eoncession whieh the Party and
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igan “abha had mmnymmu for abolition of the lwv.
In one important distriot, the CPY was the first and the only politioal
mmmmnnmuywm.M¢mmmafmum
symers and casual agricvitwral vorkers. Coummist sucesss in ackieving
mmswtﬁumbm‘ﬂtdmmnPwm&M
not entered the sgriculture] orgauiszations) field, The ensetment by
the fovermaent of land reform legislation in thig district eame only
after the “ormmists had already decome firzly entrenched and 414 nothing
to detrget from the CPY pepular standing, m?ntybc!ﬁ&-nfm

this benefit because of its kisar sgitation. This vas oos facter actwally
sontributing to the susoens of the UPI in ervanising a kisan sabhs in
the distriet.

"hs abowve situation pointa wp s geneval factor favering
Corundat sprarian tactles in Tndla-«that is, a frequent lack of auy
organised ccopetition, Other Tndian parties have falled te move effectiwly
into the agrarian jphere. VWhere riwvel kisan organizetions de exiet,
they have shown in some ingtances an ability to drav mnewbers avay from
the Commmist organizations, But even in one area vhere Corwmmist
popularity 1s mown to have suffered as a result of intimidation and
cosrcion tactics which vere used to Wing agrarian vorkers into
Communist kisan sebhas, no important sati-Comsumist group zowmd to
take adwantage of the ebbing Comwunist popalarity and to build wp
aon-Commumist, 1f not nemipolitical, cowmter sgrarian crganisations.
And more than any other nolitiesl party, the CPY has shown a particularly
astute avpreciation of the political potentiel of minerity creups. The
CPI has schieved perbaps 1te gremtest success as the champion of the
cause of linruistic provinces. linguistic regionalism has Yeen an
fmportant pclicy of the CPI, and linguistie agitation has bean sucosss~
fvlly aprlied to the formation of kisan mabhas as well, In
the very nature of Zcmnmist agrarian proposals-—ooupled vith n&l«n,
the vrong ansvers or ineffsetive competition en the part &f other
politionl parties—strengthens the Cowrvmiat pesition, “he CPY is the
only major Tndian party, for instance, vhieh advosates the atolition
of samindari (landlordism) without sny compersatien to the
prepristor vhose land is takenm svey, And beceuee non-landesming muatc
in Inile pay high rents and are plagusd by fragnented fyaras, low rwo-
duativity and herd-to-get credit, the CPY pregram whieh prouisss to
correct these eonditions has a tremendous appeel {n rural areas vhere
reforn 13 long overdus, Sinece meny of the land refeorm meammres enseted
by the Coverrment have fallen far short of convineing the pessant that
hin econditions are really biing improved or that the Gowernmment i
interested in i proving tham further, the Communist pregrem has sotuslly
been snhaneed instesd of commteored Ly the Covernment reforms,
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Another tactic being employed by the CPI is & tie-in of
trade union end kisem operations. ™is is, of ceurse, a tactic vhich
follows the united fromt strategy and 1t &s not en alliames that is
pushed by other pelitieal parties, iAetmlly, the CPY emphasis on a
peasant-industrial labor front has been most noticeadble sincs the CPY
Third Congress in lats 1953. Tn cne ares, the CPI has recently moved
the Distriet kisan sabha and the Distriet trade wnion eowneil, previowsly
located in different places, inte one building; this loeatiom alse
happena to be the hesdquarters of the CPY Disgtriet Commities, 3Since
this nowe folloved on the footsteps of reports of imoreasing sgrarian
unrest in this area becamsy of a vave of tenant evietions, 1t is indieative
of the alerinsas of the CPY to recognise and exploit sitmations Tavarsble
to its growth., The Party expects that the coerdimation of trade wniom
and kisan sctivities within “istricta vill result in g cleser alltance
of peasant and proleteriat, vith an increased svaresess by sath of the
Problens of the other amd a greatsr resdimess on the part of ons te
support the dewmands of the other, 4ill this vould echanoe the overell
ability of the CPY to organise mass agitation and struggle and would
contribute creatly to tha creation of a Tnited Front,

In many respeets, CTT agrarian tactics recall those enmployed
by the Chinese Communmiats, The CPI selects and trains cadres to go
out inte the villages and vork with the peasants. ‘herever peasidle,
of cowrse, villagers themmelves replace the Party osdres sent in frem
the outside. ¥ithin ove nprovineisl 4istrict, 1t has been reperted that
I8 "fu’l time" CPY vorkers ware assigned to make up a tean rewpossible
for bullding & village-level propegands organisation simed at populsrising
Commmise., The chammels far this propagenda program are reported te
be certain villece hesdmen, The Trdian village coumeil, or panehsyat,
is a group of 5 elders vhe are responsible for passing leipment on
practieally all eivil cases arising from village affairs, This is a
treditienal village method for settling disputes. A CFI pesstration
of the panchayats tends to permit ths Comvunist Party te influenes
panchayat deeisions to the advantage of Party propesanda, There s
consideratle evidenge of CPI offorts te pemstrate panchayats, end, in
a fov cases, (FY followers sre Imown to have becoms menbers.

In areas vhere the situatiom lends itself te a kisan cempaign,
a staniard pattern of setivity is follewed., Generwlly, such areas
have oonsiderable sgricultural lands, a large peassnt populatiom working
the land, and big lanilords, CPI cedres ant loosl AXKS wmits, if ary,
vill azitate for pudblic meetings and mass demonmgirstions in conmevtion
vith some loeal tremhle, Patitions vill b ecireviated and the sigmatures
will be ebtzined of those victime of the propossd svistioms, or vhatever
the local trouble may be. More publie neetings snd demomstratioms will
follow, Timally, a march by the pesasants to the Detriet or Provimelal
capital might be organiszed, especially if this car De joined im by
some other lefi-wing political group which has collatorated with the
CPT in the Tormation of a "wnited freat” wiihin the area, Similarly,
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befare any provincial kisan conference, CPI workers are slvays aetive

in neighboring villages creating enthusiasm for the fortheoming conference
and vhipoing up pessant hopes that the conference will helyp salve thelr
problems. In collecting momey in the rarel areas, the Party may spproach
people directly and explain to them the policy of the Tarty and the
neceasity of sontributing to the Party fumd. The CPI explains hov it

is servins and fichting for the interests of the various clasaes of
psople. The Party #imply seises upon the mest pressing demands of the
mmanﬂwmuthemmpimafmmrﬁmlardmm.

A Party document has A1igeusend some of the tacties to be
followed in ereating a separate ocrganisation of agricultural workers
within the ¥isan movement in one provines, According to this docuvent,
the Matrict "on-ittees will meet and Jecide vhere s separate organi-
sation of agrienltural verkers has ‘o be set upj this wvould be the
case vhere they sre in large mwmbers, vherever they have developed
as one class, and vhersver their class oonscliovsness has developed.

In places vhers a seperate organization has to be set wp, & puklic

nesting should be called and in that meeting a temporary comnitive of

7 ghculd be elseted, Only those in whom the agrievltural vorkers have

faith should be slacted to the committes, Yisan Sabhe werkers oan

also be slected to these eo-mittees provided agrieultural workers

have confidence in them and slect them, The document points emt that

wvithin the Party there sre ccmrades "vho have gined the eonfidence

of both kisans and sgrioultural vorkers by their saerifices, hard wvork,

ete.” 1hile these comrades esn work in both kisan and agrievlturel

laborer organizations, the Party wants most ef them to vork in the

agricvlturs] verkers' organisation. As e movemsnt begins to be built

up for the agricultural workers, the gquastion of a constitution fer an

agricunl tursl workers' organisation should becone part of the movemant.,

A1l the protlems vhich arise in conmection with ereating an orgenigation

should be, ~ccording to the CPI, "takem wp in prblie mestings and then
cormittess shovld be slected.” Tn this way, the CF1 ean

creste the kind of organizetion it desires snd ome vhich it will eontrol,

As has been inticated, Indian Communist agrarisn tacties
vary from ares to srea. This may be the result of 4ifferent econemie
conditions, degrees of agrarian tansion, or the attitudes of varicus
provineial sovermments vhich, in soms instances, have foreed the Party
into & virtusl mverdrownd exigtencs. It may also he the result of the
degree of literacy of the populatien, for the CPI, like the UCP, seeks
to utilize propagenda medis vhieh sre suited %o ths particular loeal
Sphabitants. In the nefthern proviness, for {nstanes, the 7T has
reportedly been carrying on an intensive propagania pregran througheut
mﬁzumammmmmtmuwmﬁusm,
Uttar Pradesh. Acoording to reports, “owemist vorkess in the area
are comstantly em the wateh for potsntial Party vorkers among the loesl
irhabitants. Yisiting Coomumist organisers indeetrinate recruits in
simple Commmist dogma and organising tactics for a period of sbout
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2 or 3 days. They then reportedly return 15 or 20 days later to sssesa
the traines's progress, Jiscuss prodlems sncommtersd and reviss musuceess-
ful nethods, O“ubsequemtly, the Party organiser will mske retwrn visits
on the averags of orce a =onth, Loeal crgenisers, vho recsive monthly
salaries, will co in twrn from village to village, vigiting individwmlly
the houses of the voores families, often supplemsnting their approach

by riving money for foedstuffs an’ mediecines. Thess Comrwmnist workers
rely mainly on individual evangelism rather than on the use of literature
38 a nesns tc propagate Jommemist ideas, sinee the i1literacy rate in

this section is very high,

Arong the over-all CPI instrmmente for sucosss, the nost
powerful single veapon has been the printing press. This conelwmion
is based om the faot ithat I’adinuaemmspoﬂdm
iz attached to the printsd wvord and vhere ty is o Mgh virte,
The CPY has besn extvemaly prolifie. Observers hawve pointed out that
12”WMW1»I§&;, it will be to a large extent the result
of the intensive propaganda campaign vhich the Party hes earried on.
Pamphlets, magusines and other publicetions of sll scrts are issved
continuovaly by the CPT, At the sams time, however, the long-tested
Comvomiet techniques of personal agitatics have by no means been
sbandoned, "he Party ia reporte? tc have eleborute esducatiomal pro-
grans which include teachers' training schools and scheols for advanced
verker csdres. Tt puts on serier of popular lectures, assists in
self.education programs, utilises magiec lantern slides, films and
vosters for the eduoation of 111iterets and seni-l1iterate ecomrades.

In general, it vould appear that the Cosmmumists In Tndia have developed
rrograms of agitation and rropaganda that are suoperier to those as

yet developed by other politicel parties—and this development i» o
certainly anparent in the Tommunists' agrarisn tacties. In addition,
Indie's apgrarian populstion, 1ike other sagments of the populatiom,

has proved suscsptible to the Comsumist affort to imstill a sense of
intermational brotherhood amoeng the Party's adherents vhich has proved
to be important te dark-ekirmed pecple vho once smarted wndar the
white man's domination. Put the wmost encovraging facteor favering
Commurdst agrarian tacticos in Indis eontinwes to be the lack of op~
position to Commmist crganisational work among the pessants——particularly
by the Zoverment of India. is long az the Uovermment remains outside
the sphers of peasant nctivities, the CPI will continue to expledt
skilifully the prodlems of the agrarian pepulation anmd will achisve
SROLEES .,
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Commmist asrarian tactics penerally follow & wnited front
strategy (as desorided in Tndis) or the more extreme path of partissn
varfare (as described in Thina), Tvem in comtries vhers the Purty is
11legsl but vhere 1t is not in favorsble vosition io wndertake partisan
varfare, the 11lessl Farty follows the united frent strategy. Scme
further examples of Conwmalst sgrarisn tacties are discvassd driefly
in the follawing cases,

In Vietnam, as in Chins, agrarian tactics employsd prier te
consolidation of the Commist regime are most pertinmat to this swevey.
These 7iet '“inh agrarian taecties have borne a striking similarity to
those Tracticed sarlier by the “hinese Cormunista, To the Yiet Mirh
forces engaged in partisan warfare, "land refern" measwres vere dssigned
to achisve the grestest nossible suppcrt fyrom & population made wp
larpely of pesssnts. Tndesd, throughout the agravian reform pregrss
practicsd by the Tiet inh leaders, it was evident that the Communiste
realised that the svecess of their revoluiien depended on the sucosss
of the agrarian reform program to organiss peassnt suppert.

The Tiet Minh techrique—whether in the villege or the elty.+
was to find a group of persons vho might be rallled; to ereats a mass
novement by defending their interests; and finslly to Iinduce thess
parsons to follew Commmist policies and to serve as sgeats. "land
reforn” was the instrument foar reaching, rallying and Feading the peasants.
In Tiet Mam, as in Thina, acrarian reforn and the wobilisetion of the
masses has gone hand-in-hand, A Tien Yinh docvment has stated....
to mobllize the masses iz 10 edveate the massew by propaganda so an
1o make the masses conscions of their strength and to encoursge them
to rise up and Pight for their rights.” & Party dcoument has alse
put the program in this wvay:...."(bjectives of the mass nobilizatiom
sre not only to give land and rice to peasantsz but slse to inelude
to wealken as much as possible the pelitiesl and seonorie influence
of the reactionaries, to take the first step towerd bringing politieal
pover to the vorking peasants and to meet a fev of their economie needs,
to reise the political standard a step and to vake the class conselousness
of the peasants ic take the first step toward improving the village
orpanizationz and the Psasants' Assoeiation, ecnsolidating the lecal
sdministretive suthority, consolidating end enlarging ths Pepular
Pront in the villages, boosting produstion and giving lmpetus to the
Resintanne,”

Aprarisn taeties, in a comtry with a predominantly peasant
popnlation, have ¢learly formed an important phase in the evolwtion

of the Nemceratic Mepublic of "ietmam (DRV) regime alomg limes pro-
seridbed by Corrunist, and particularly Chiness Comsunist, theery for
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ths develepment of "eolonial snd semi-solomial® areas. Nass moblilisatiem
for land rent reductioms Decans the first step for "smmshing the politi.
eal preponderance” of the lendlerds, Ti also was the fivrst step in
reforoing waricus Party erganisations, the legsl pover, the soeial
structure in rural aress, and ir strongly vremoting the resistancs.

Tt channelsd tmm for use by the Tiet ¥ivh farces. In addition
to reat reductions, the Counmnists’ initial sgrarign refers progrem
slso called for abolition of usurious intereat rates snd the "teaporary”
datridetion to lanfless peasants of certain adsentes-owned and waste
lands, Only after the manz mobilisation had proecseded in a satisfastory
marner and the Viet Minh foroes cbtained comtrel ever certain soms

of the commtry, could the Cormmista issus new sgrarisa reform decrees
vhiek provided for confiscation, requisition, or purchass for redistri.
bution by the "state” of all rrivatsly-held lend, cattle, and agrioultural
fmplements in exoess of s certain snemt. The memmwr in vhich the lad
vas to 'e aprropristed-.cutright oonfisention or compensated exyrepria
:ﬁm.m on the politionl attitude and performsnse of the "land.
ords "

Thus, the Vist ¥iuh Comwumists eventuslly st vp the faniler
Thinese Comvunist trappings sueh as the "special pecple's tridunals®
vhere "entmies™ wvore recomnised and dealt with and vhere the Purty's
peychologieal hold over the psapants wvas erhansed. There were also
the "speak bittersess” msetings for demwncietions and bBuilding class
hatred, Tn earrying out the "land veform progres®, ss wll e» in re.
cruiting mewbers for the Party, the Viet Mimh lsaders reguired intimate
nowledge of the varieus socisl clasces in the villagee and the deter-
aingtion of an individwml's clessification, Ais ome Party document put
1t....71t 18 of the rreatest importance to kmow vho sre owr tres friends,
vho are our allies, and wvhich classas to use in order to achieve rational
vnion.” The FKational Comsittes of the Farty suzzested warious tests
for detarmining the proper classification of sach Individual, bub,
in seneral, the Vist Ham procedures follewed those used im Chine,
The landlords becans the target of immediate sttack and later other
::zaiu, such as reactiomary traltors” could be isolated and denlt

The fullsst development of this pregram vas possitle omly
in sreas wader TRY contrel and only as a result of a gradwal iwplewent-
stion, Viet Minh lesders initially followed procrsms designed to ine-
duce the peassmts, vho vere benefitiing froe the Conmunist land peliey,
to join the Viet Minh armed forees to fight the ensmy, to particimte
indﬁliuhmwum the soliiers, to vork for ineressed

and to pay villingly the RY gpricultwral taxes, (mee the
pelitietl ) lar mi11tary) situation in an ares vas solidified, the Party's
hold or the village suthoritiss ecould be conselidated and the "peeple's
unite? fronts” conld be enlarged and reinforced alemy the sews limes
as toock place in the Chimese villages. In aress not wnder TRV control,
mpumemglmm“mmm”ﬂm
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te vin over pessant support. Inmhnw”gimwhm
vhere the TRY controlled about S0 of the villages during the night,

the three orgsnisations vhich were the mest fmportant to the Commmists
vere thoge of the peasants, mmmtﬁﬁcmmmn
on conditions, thess orgamizations could Ye clandestine, se or
overt, They sided in the eollecticn of "taxme" for the IRY snd in

the anrollwent of youmg peopls ‘o asaist in propapgenda werk ssomg the
peasants, ‘hen a regiom was cecupied by the Premch or Tietnamsse forces,
these orpanisstions, vhile furnishing information to the Viet ¥imh
forees, rlse vorksd to progressively trensferm the villages inte "patri-
otie villagss”, then into "resistance villages”, and fimally inte
"guerrille nets,"” Yot only 414 Cowmmist prepaganda adout "land refers"
find a ready andience among the peasantry, but "landlords® teesme syn-
onymous vith "isperialistis® or "foreimm Aominstion®.

fne of the most important aspects of the mass mebilisstion
rosran vas the development of nev oadres for ths Party wvhich would
inerease Party lesdership, strengthen the leading Party orgams, ami
tighten the relations betwesn the masses and the Party. This develep-
ment was essantial to Viet 'dph setivitises whethar in TRV sones or in
aress held by French and Yietoamese, Vithin the larger Commmist effort
to oreate a United Hational Front, the Peasants’ Assosiation Decsns
an essential organ, utilised to solidify Party domination of the ;
and to bring to the fore new peassnt cadres Tor the Party. The Peasants’
Asgociation Yecare arn important instrument for the purping of "the
feudalistie and corrapt slements in the various regioms which hgve
besn takting advantage of the name of the Front to fight against the
resistance and against the volicy of the Froemt.® Pemssnt cadres vere
developed in stuly sessions held in the villages uader the aueplces
of the Peasants' Association, Tn thess sessions, the peassntis, through
the study and emmolation of erines, vers able to ses that "the crimes
vare indiserininatsly comitted by the lsndomars sgainst all the
sthnic mincrities”, and they could "elearly reslise the msmeuvers of
divigion of vhioch they had besn the victims,”

B. Indomssis

Comrunist agrarian sirategy in Tndonesia 1s, to date, similer
to thet in Tndia. 'hile there are elements in the Indonesian pleture
Vhich might lend themgelves te partisan warfare st some future dste,
there is no vresent Indication that the Indomesia Comwwmmist Party (?m)
dasires to pursve such g deliberste policy im the near future., The
PXY Secretary-Ceneral has noted that the Party should do nething pre- -
cipitous unless the peasantry end the situatiom vere ripe for setionm,
that to so too far too quickly would be adventurisz, The Seovetery-
Geveral has further noted that only after the "pessants had won and
vere in cemtrel could the PXT lesd+di-to-wPull:rewslution.” Meamdile,
the PXI sctively participates in the powermment (and bas also pemetrated

1t), deriving considersabls political sdvantage from the "mutusl ecopsration”

k2 §
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1t enjoys with the Natiomal Party vhigh sontrols the govermment as
s result of its cooperstionm vith the Commmists.

The PXI utilizes vhat 1t ealls thw lgticmal United Fromt
andltemim&inmhthmmiagnﬁmfwthwin
of s Pacple's Demoeracy in Indomesis. The Party presches that imperi.
alists, feudalists end collaborators attack all effarts to resist
colonislism and feudalism in the cowntry, sod that the only vay to
bring in a progressive popermwnt iz to change the balanee bDetwsen
the imperialists, the landlords and the collaborators on the cne side,
and the pover of the peonls on the other, The PEI propeses to 4o this
by arcusing the masses, especially the verkers and the psassnts. Like
the CP1, the PXI 45 aware that the Party smst guard ageinst ary vesken-
ing of its rurity ss a result of ita participation in a Promty PXI
lsaders stress the fact that the Party =ust guids the Natiemal Fremt
Put must slso preserve ite independence and not allow Iftmelf to be
absorbded bty other parties or otherwise loss its identity.

According to the PXI, the National Front means an allisnce
of peassnts and industrial workers, Party doouments stress the theory
that the Nationel Front must be led by the proletariat and that "the
proletariat in conjunction with its tieal party, the Commumist
Party, should te the architect and les of the revolution and be
the leader of the peasants." Thers is thus the familiar dogmes of the
rroletariat, and the PXI has not meglected its verk swomg industrial
vworkers, At the same time, the PKI lays great emphapis on the need
for intensified work vith the pessantry. The offiecial Party program
recognises that Indonesia is an agrarian country and that the Fartly
nust vork extansively snd thoroughly in the willages. In 1953, the
PKI Secretery Cevaral pointed out that tha basic tasks of the Natiomal
Front vers to vork in the ranks of the peasamtyy, since 708 of
population were peasants, and to cooperats vith other partiss and groups
in the eities. He emphasined that the Natiomal Fromt vas the result
of the constant vorking by the PEI within these partiss and other ’
but that the Pront would be ineffectual unless supported by the
vho are pessants,

Comrmonist aprarisn tactiecs are chlefly directsd at the
ereation of one peasant fromt, or urited peassnt movessat, for all
of Indonesia. The Party has stated that the formstiom of this ome
peasant front sust be undertaken in s way that can be understoed, and
therefore adhered to, by groups of different ideclogy. The strategy
that the PXT is following--and ome vhich hes alveady resulted in the
creation of a PXI-controlled peasant fromt of acme strength-—is the
penetration and sbsorption of varicus existing peasant organisations,
The PXI hes achisved the fusion of st least twe importent peassat
organisations.into-ome main peasant group wnder PEI comtrel, snd it
has affectsd serious penetraticn of other pessant organisatioms. PKY
tactics sre presantly directed at the psnstration of psasant organi-
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sations not yet mder its control. Through the sotivitiss and inflvence
of the peasant organisations vhiech it domtinstes, the PXI is camcentreting
on the organisation of the peasants st the village level.

In addition to the nove usual pessant arganisations, the
rnmmwxnmmgmumumatmh’m
ministrators in some sections of the commtry, This pesstration holds

potential revards for the Party not only becsuse of the opportumity
it affords for pushing Party wm»muﬂnm
‘couneils, but also besause any bution of arms to village Howe

Guard mmits =ight come vmder PNI diveetion in local aress vhere pene-
tration of the Village Administrators bes Deen offected. In view of
PKI preassure on the govwrmeent to eapower the peasanis to defend then-
selves against "terrorist gangs” in the commtryside, this sitmiion
holds certain potentialities for eventuml PXI.dirscted partisan astivity.

As in ITndls, the Commmist Party in Indonesie pushes
peagsant demsnds as vell gs Rore speeific, iowedists and local denmands,
inong the PXI gereral demands ealeulated to sppeal to pessants of
varying 1dsologies are: the safety of the peasant to pwrswyr his
cooupation; the neceszsi®y of overceming the sconomie problems of the
peasant; the need far the sducation of the pessants’ children; the need
for improvemsnt in the pessmnts’ Beslth conditions; thes wecwssity for
greater avallability of fara credit; and the importance of the movwement
for world pescs to sach and every individual, Other demands {neludes
the need for landlords to reduce rent; the prohibition of the exprepri-
ation of land from pesasants vho have long oultiveted 1t vhen 1t hed
besn: the preperty of foreign estates; the distribution of fres lamd
to poor peasants and peasants without land; the rewvoking of the Covern-
nent ordipstice on land rent and the fixing of land reat by the pessants
or peasants’ organisations, with such rent to be aprroved aftervards
by the Goverment. In some sestions of the comtry, coe techmique
designed to build up s streng peassnt follewing has been the promotiom
by the local Covmmistesontrolled peasant organization of "squatting”

on foreign-lessed estates and, at the same time, calling on the Covernd
mttomdndihmmdﬂng;nmﬁmwlmmw
This technicus has had scne success and 1s expected to spresd to other
aress, Vihlle agrarian problema are a recognised concern of the Indopesian
Government and of other political groups, it is cbviocus that 1t ie the
PXI vhich is making the mnost stremwous effort to capitalise cn peasant
demands and discontent and te build g stromg, cloesly crganised pessant
novement wnder ite domimation,

Although the FKI's recommition of the Lmportanes of the
peasantyy has come only in recent years, nov that it controls the =main
Indonesian peasant crgarisation 1t 1is in a stronger position to influence
this segnent of the population, The Party is cuwrrently pointing cut to
its menbers that they must not reach the erromsouns conclusion that in
their district there is neo objective or motive aromd vhich a peasant
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movemsnt cem be built, The PKI iawists thet there iz elvays soms issus,
however small, vhieh can bo uwtilimed in this respeot-abutine it concerms
wawmmam,mmmm,wm
sver, Although Party funciionsriss, cafres and wesbers are expested
te spark t'e organisatiomsl work smomg the pessants, PXI tacties eall
for the prompt ereation of eadres to te furmed from sxeng the peasants
thenselves as soon as they reaet favorably to Commmist propegands,
¥ith the assistancs of the Party, the msjor PXI-sentrolled peassnt
organisstions beeome the organs vhich set up cadre cowrses for the
peusant groups, The stronger a matiomel psasant organisation and the
more active 1ts bLranches, the better the chances for the Party te
brild up s grass-roots organisation at the village level through the
uge of this erpanisetion. A Seerstary for Pessants' Affairs is found
on scme levels of the PXI, and this functicmary undovbtedly coordinates
Party and peasant organization activities within g glven ares. An
;anism meuberehip alse ties the pessant orpanisations with the

According to Party dcoowments, vhenswver peasants reaet faversbly
during a wevbership Arive anong them, a friend must be ready to step
in and provide lesdership in erder to make the peasants even =ore svare
of the PKI's policies. The Party stresces the nscessity of constemtly
propagandising 1ts program and antivity, pointing out that to maintaln
and inevesse its {nfluvenes, its syspathisers must alvays notics the
steps the Party is taking “to resist the erwslties of the reactionariss”
and improve the lot of the pessant, Despite the PXT's cordial relations
vith the government perty, the indivi PEI spproach to pessant matters
ear be seen in the propaganda tvist it gave to the govermwent's promownce~
nents ¢n nationslization of land, Instead of endersing this as a good
Commmmistic program, the PKXY Secretary-Ceneral has recommended to other
Party leaders that no pessant 1likes a slogan vhich calls for giving
land to the Stats, Sines the basie problem of the PEI is te Mring
about a pessants' revolution, the Ssecratary Censrel has noted that
amslwmmmmmhwwmmm* Even a slogen
such as "laxd for the man vho vorks it" in ‘o0 vague and aight be
~{aonderstood in capes vhere s caplitalist is verking the lamd, The
Secretary Cereral concluded that & good slogan for the PKI to use
¥ould be "distribute the land to the peasants and let each enjoy the
vrodues of Ms owvn land.*

c. Irsp

thareas in Indonesis the Comvwnists enjoy & favorshls legal
position, in Iren the Tudeh Party of the Coommmiste Das been subjected
to periodic harassment and suppression by the Dovermment, Yet the
Tudeh's solid orgmnisation and dacipline is wilque smeng political
groops in Iran and its discipline and loynlty has not Deen countered
by eontinuity in govermment or Wy any presevering opposition, Although
the Twdeh Party snd its affilisted organizations are all 1llagal,

%
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the Iranisn situetion showa vhat a Party that is 1llegsl can mever-
theless sceowmplish. The Tudsh remains the best erganised in the
country and the poesibility etill exists that it might even

come to power without the meed for resarting to feros. Despite its
mroseription, ﬂnMuh?WkuMhutﬂuupncmm
clandestine crganisation in Tehran and in nowt of the provinoes, 1

givine ingtructions to 1ts nesbers, in distributing its W

in severely penstrating various mt, includine security, estadblish.
ments, and In spreading its influsmee smeng both workers and peasants.

The Todeh's basie strategy for overthrewing the pressnt

thglxawtohﬁmfmﬂnwaﬁmwdan
to that regime, To this end, 1% 1s svident that the

?nrty feels thet it wust muster support {rom sll possible sepments
of Iranian scciety. Since the eoup of 1953, Trdeh has stepped uwp its
propaganda appesals to "vorkers, peassnts, ani pstriotic capitalista”
to fam s united front with the Tudeh., It has taken pains to alley
the fears of the "patriotic eapitalists” by contending that the Tudeh
doms net oppose private ocvmershiv of property, but that it is ccmoermed
with the well-being of all classes of the peepls, including the
caritalists, as agairet Poreign imperialism, Ti has arsounced its
willingmess to cocperats ¥vith ¢ll other "anti-imperialist secieties”
in overthroving the present government sand fn foraing a new povermeent
vhich would check all "interference” by British and Ameriesn imperialists,
preservs "gll dsmoeratic fresdoms” for political socleilies and the
press, sud conduet froe slectioms. To allay fears that it would contral
such a nev governwent, ths Tuwish has even ¢ategorienlly stated thet
1t vonld "give full sepport to 2 united fromt govermeent vithout demanding
a position within the gowrmment.” Tudeh Party docunenis stress the
noed to form s "nited Front comprised of all mati-lmperialist Coress
regardless of their politicel cpinton, and to make use of the individual
grovpet inelinations in Perty propagenda. The Party mwt thevefore
"separatsly detall the anti-imperialist wishes and inclimations of every
class and group and make the Party's basie views wmierstandsble to them
all," "

The Todeh began its organisstiona]l work initially amomg
industrial vorkers, and then poucht followers among women, youth, students
and intsllectuals., The next problem was how to cbiain the swpport of
the peasants, Although the Party bagan its esmpaipgn when eonditions
were nors fsvorsble, owing to the creater freedom the Party enjoyed
at that time, it vas not wtil after a Party Comgress In 194L that
serions attention was Atisedted at the peasants, The Party's peasant
movement reached s peak In 1946-47.after the formation of the Aseybaljan
Demoeratic Repmtlie, vhere some landewners vare dispossessed of their
land vhich was divided among the peassnts., The Tudeh's peasant activists
vere prosecuted by the government in 1946, and the Party's pessant
erpanisation had to be Alsbanded. “eswming metivities inm 1948, it
had some suecess on the outakirts of Tehran Yt with the prosaription
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of the Tndeh Party and its affilisted crganizations in 1949, the Tudeh's
pessant crganisation vas ones mave very linited in its nctivitiss,
nwamwmuxmmmumw.mmw
Organisstion (Tr0) under the dlrect lesdership of the Party itself,
this decisicn was srparently not implemented prier to Octsber 1931,

At this time temporsry regulations of the TP0 wers formulated beesuse
eircmstances had prevented the full exesutiom of the TPC constitution.
Party menbars, in addition to normal 4duties, vere to form pessant eells,
Instruetions for this work were to be dispatehed through the Party
network, The Party's "responsible mender® in every rwrsl area vas to
be responsible for directing and orgenising ihe peasants in the aves.
Inmpreﬂnﬁalmdlmlumithlm?wmmu&
slectod to be responsible for the 790, Finsmese wers to be controlled
by the Party, .

T¢ thus became increasingly obwious that the Tudeh had 4ip-
covered the imnortance of ihe psassatry. A Pariy edusatiomsl instructiom
in early 1951 had alresdy pointed this wup:...."Dur Party...locks upom
the pesssirt as the most crmedal in intermsl polities...The more we can
sttract the peasants, the mare quickly will the strueturs of soviety
be changed,” Tn 1953, Party documents vere still proclaining,...”"The
peassnts are net yet fully swake, If the natlon is to ashiswe fimal
vietory this important probles must be solved becanes ‘he pesssnts
must play an effeetive role in the revolution.," e faet that the
TP0, 1ike its parent crganisation the Tudeh Party, was 11legal 414 not
digcourage the Tranian Comnumists. In the peasant sphers, es in mauy
other spheres, ‘he Todeh Party policy called for corresponding overt
erganisations to be sst vp beside the clandestine omes, In 1951, the
Party setyup a legal cover organisation behind vhich ‘he TPO sould
operate mere effectively., This vas called the Scolety for A4 te
Peasants., Of the Tiftesn or eo cover socleties set uwp My the Party in
addition to its own clandestine btranches, the three vhich bave become
the most important, beth in Tebran and in the proviness, sre: the
lesgus of Partisans of Peace; the Natiomal Society for the Struggle
Asainst Tmperialism; and the Soctety for Ald to Pessants, The sotivities
and influence of the Scelety fer A4 to Peasante have steadlly inereased,
suphasiaing the importence and special offert gven to peawant verk
by the Tudsh Party,

Fxploitation ef pessant prisvences is the fariliar Commoniot
strategy folloved in Tran, Tven witheut Tudeh agitation, s» irereasing
avareness of their cppression has been prowing among the ) .
Tudeh propagania is therefore assured of a zood receptiom. “The Sooclely
for A1d to Pessants has sstablished s widely-epread network, asd 1%
sttenpts to satisfy the pessants' health, agriceltural end sduentional
needs. In nddition to its own endres and propaganda media, the Scelsty
is jcined in ita peasant esspaige by verious other Tudeh organizatiomsl
esnets, Tor inmstanes, the Party has made the struggle against 1lliteracy
mimmtwtdiuwgmignmmm,m
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its cover soniety for this work, the Soelety for Struggle Agminst
I1litersey, became praetieslly integrated gﬂ: the Seelety for Al

te Peasants, The several btranches of the Soclsty in the provincss
became aifitiomal avenues through whieh the Tudsh could wvork om the
Poasants, and Tuodeh mesbers have been constently encomraged to partiei-
pate in anti-111iterasy compaigns., Similarly, in scme areas of the
T 2 Tt ket s oD S
1 g - * 1 oS # ;

for peassnt vork in the ares.

But the Tudeh Youth Organisstien (TYS) has prodably deen
the nost uwseful adjunet to the Seelsty for A1d to Pemsants. The IO
mmwmmtmmmm-m.mamm
mmamﬁmmtmmignmetiﬁmmmmﬁﬂn.
antrw‘hhandﬁnﬂhﬁcﬂ@mr&m&ng Iy 4
Young Tudeh cyelists to farming villages in the meighborhecd of T -
MM:&:W%@@%V&M,M@M
mm;aa-@umuwmmm-m«mm
Covermment and the "trarsgressions” of the Amerieans and British in
Iran, Mulumﬂ%%mhinplmﬁmwmm
in doing other vark sround the village, This progran has prowd to be
mm;Mnm‘giﬂngﬁlhanf#ﬁhM?wm
bas dezonstratively fostered snti-Amsrican semtiments.

Tadeh Party propagands is videly distributed samong the
Poagants, and its aetivities in the comtryside have Desn less h
than in the urban sreas, vhere imposition of martisl lav bas ccewrred.
Although the Tudeh tmmhhmumiaiummmﬁﬁu,
DMoerous nevepapers, leaflets, instructions, aznouncemsnts, sto. have
Peen availatle for distribution smomg the peasants; sush propagands
eontains appeels focused direectly om the pessante. Tudeh propagends
ammmmwgtmmwmgmm
but they also try io arcuse ameng the pessantry a ecnseiousmess of
mumwmﬂmummmmmmmmm
sore consideratiom from the Covermment, The Shah's land Jistyibutien
rrogram 1s atiacked vhile the position of rural pepulatiems im Conmumist
countries is deseribed in gloving terms, Pessants are varmed that
the ruling classes wish to train and turn them irte "{mperialist araies™,
and they are ecslled wpon to wewk fer pesse and for the "r t
and the nobilisatien” of their immense potential strangth for ihe
cause of peace. The Purty has slvays stressad the nesd for trained and
sxperienced mexbers to go into the rurml aress to carry om propaganda
:g:iw, sither by speeches, Individm]l talks or distribviion of preps-

wwmmtmmmrwm
vith the peassnte are told to give perticvisr sonsideration to the
loeal situation. Feor instance, in villages vhere thers are seall
landovners, ne slogans epainst suoh people should de used. In villages

»

Sk K s

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000700120002-9




Approved For Relt;ase 1999/W-00915R000700120002-9

sromd Tehran, Perty mssbers are told te concentrate on the guestion
«ummﬁm}mrmnmmmmnmumm
significaness Tor ¥illages in this ares. Farty activisis are wermed
to couch their speeches in very simples langmege, and teo asgquaint the
villagers with politieal probleswme by preparing sispls talks and to
urge them to coopsrats with "revolutiomsry workers® 1f and vhen they
take action., Stromng protests should constemtly De mads againgt feudal-
ists and landowmers, Party wenbers vhe try to crganise the

should wvork not only to arcuss them but to get them inte dlreet comtact
with the Party as soom as possidle. Village headwen, in partieviesr,
shonld be encowraged to join the "movemsnt”. Yembers vhe go eut to
villages must distribute copies of the organ of the Pessant Seociety and
point uvp its support of the peassntry. ‘The Tudeh Party repeatsdly
ealls on mewbers to make full vse of thelir ensrgles for extensive vork
awong the peasants, Sometimes Party dccuments hawve ingtrusted nesbers
living in the tovms to help to “wrther the eampaien "by volumtaridy
vndertaking official dutfes ameny the peasants,” Other times, the
Party is more emphatie, sueh ss,..."On Friday wesbers of your cell
muat go cut to a village to contset peasants.”

In general, Tudeh propaganda ameng the peasants follews the
Marxist lime in its attacks on the landlerd clase. Heavy emphasis
is placed on the surplus lsbor theory of wvalue, on the rights of peasants
vis-a-vis landlerds, on the exploitation and orpression by landlords,
and on the wretchedness of the psasants' livea., The Communists proclais
that the only avenue open to the peasants to better thelir living eon-
ditions 1a to wnite among themselwes, follow the lesdership of the
TPC and the Tudeh Party, and atruggls spgainst the landlords and theiy
agents on the farms, The Comnmists tell the peasants that they hawe
besn exploited and oppressed all these years becsuse they have net yst
made the landlopds fear the powsr of s wnified peasantyy demanding
that their "rights” be resognized. The produet of the peasadd sty
will be the end of exploitation and oppressiom, the wimwing of lsnd,
freedom snd (hy implieation) a healthisr 1ife end cpportunities for
edueation vhich are nov denied them,

D. Jspsa

The legsl Japaness Commmist Party (JCP) advocates a united
fromt, or "mification front® as it is referred to. In pmhing this
front, the JCP has been giving increased emphasis to bresdening thw
Party's bese of popular swppert and, in particular, has wdertsken
mv of Torta to influence Japan's rural populaticswea primery JCP
target heretofors most reshstant to Party eoffarts.

The JC? is utilising both genersl and specific tasties to
sesure roots for the "wnification fromt® amomg the farwers. Some

general appeals pushed by the JCF were described in the Cowinform
Jomrmal of 15 Jamery 1954: "the peasants are desanding that they be
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govermaent |

mpmmmmmmmnanmmmmmma.

m.mrighmmmmmammm,feama
ferelgn oceupation and for trade relations with the Scviet Usiem
and People's China, The pessant nevemsnt against the anti-agticmal
pﬂieyaftao!em&sgemu.mﬁmm...m
m,ddﬂnmﬂmﬂ»uﬂ%mﬂmmm& T™his
deseription of suscess, hovever, vas somevhat optimiatic, for the JCP
has besen traditionmally vesk in rursl aress, HEevertheless, 1954 414
sark an intensified JOP effert toward political aetiom dosigned teo
inerease its mass support, and both overt and covert sctivities became
tnereasingly apparent in the sgrarisn spheve.

e infiltratien of existing farm organisations bervenme a
najor Commmnist tectie, Previous JCF success in infiltrating the laber
novensnt appears to have sncouraged a greater ewphasis on overt activity
in the comtryside as well, Comruntist offorts have thus Desn directed
at influsncing existing farm orgenizations through expleitation of the
hardshiperesulting fron the government's adeption of a pregran of
scodomie austerity. At the same time, there are reports of a JCP
"euitural rrogran® for farm villages, which covers all the eultuwral
demands of the farmers and which is espeeislly desigmed to resch village
youths snd wvomen, The "progran” consists of swrveys on farm villages,
the dispatehing of eultural action corps, verious types of elwd sotivity,
the erganization of choruses, ste. Flaying sn important role in this
progran is the Farm Cnltursl Asseciatien (FCA) vhich funetions ss o
front for the JOP'g Farm Communities Over-all Cuidsnmes Depsrtamsnt,
nmmmmmtmm»muuuwuw'a{
dutiss are dispatehed by the Party to each Japamess prefecture. Their
sssigments include visits to individuml farmers and to the prefecturel
governeant or agrieultursl cocperative wnioms in order to axplain the
need of forming an FCk, These culturel asticm corpsmen also earry out
vork belonging typically to the Propagenda Aetiem Corps of the Party,
snd they give picture slides, moviss, theatricals, ste.

The JCP has emphasised that the FCA movemsnt should expsnd
ammambuhmumzpomtmnmnmm
Pront”,, This is to be dome through caveful Party werk, In verking in
a given village, for instance, cedres should try to consolidate opinica
on the status and politienk significance of the farm eultural mgsenent.
mm&m,w&Mm.aWMmf&n
given organisation, A mecting whouwld be called to dlsewes the move-
ment and Party and non-Party mesbers should together sslect persoms
suitable to take part in the movement, Vithin a given loeals, s sult-
abtle wmanmmuuwummmm. A48 shevild
hmmmuunmmmummzamm
earry ocut ecultvwrsl mevements. AMM&kMuiﬁiﬁm
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students, nen of culture, enteriainers, technietians, persoms influential
in sgriovltural cooperative unioms, mmm puntsm
mmmmawmmmarmﬂ
ﬁmmmumw.mmmmweuumm

After the sdvocates are dssided upom, apreals fer the formmtiom of an
7CA shevld be masde under Joint signatures, and in as =any fields of
interest sz possidle, The JCP eonsidars that the “"eultwral pregren”
includes sntertaimment, health and hygleme, cultural improvement, betier
living standards and agricvltural technigues—virtually the entire
rengs of farm village demsnds,

Carrently, the popularisation of the "Michurin” methed-—a
Seviet-discoversd proess: of pre-treating seeds o ensure sarly permination
and rapid growth--is also heing employed by the JCF as a major vehiels
for promoting its popular appeal in russl aress, reforming the ideclogies
dominant among Japanese farwere, amnd uh‘hliﬁ&m o wmified farmer
fromt, Overt and covert Parly propagands publications and directives
have been plugging this method, Hishwrin Stedy Clubs hawe been fermed
throughout Japan; in Msy 1954, 1t wvas reported that the nationsl mm
Soelety had Yranches in 39 of Japanis 46 prefectures. Actwally, the
Japanese Communists have besn willising the Mishurin theory since 195)
as a device for spresding Commnist propaganda dwring catensidbly nen-
political discussions of new farming metheds., Put current attempts
uimmmmsm@wmmﬁwaﬁum
to . greatly acoelerated drive smony the rural populatien, Altheugh

the Miehrin process may not be an effective as some other methods
developed for the same purpose, n.muyummmmwu
and more practicadle for individual farmersz. These advantages to
Japanese farmer, quite apart from vhatever peolitiegl implioations w
its propagation, may lend considersble popular swpport to this particvisr
effort of the JCP, In “ay 1954, ome rural Japanese school had instituted
a compulsery courss in Michurin theory, although loesl authorities
dended amy propagapda intent and maintained that it vas purely a lad
courne comsisting of experiaents vith flowers, berries, and rice.
Hevertheless, it vould secm that the JOF hed feund a potent lever vhere-
by 1t can set vp a metwork of front agricultural organisaticus and
achieve a measvrs of leadership anong the agrarian population.

JCP propagsnds has slso given atientien to Commmisa's inter-
nationel agrarisn strategy. The thres Japanese delegstes to the Verld
Agrienltural and Torestry Vorkers Conference in October 1953 ware videly
quoted as to how the Tonferemes "had opened their eyes to the grester
advances made Dy the demoeratic forees” and that they were "particularly
izpressed by the sharp rise in production realised prizarily areund
the Xolhols", The thres dslegates vers mesbers of the pro-Cowwunist
"unification faction" of the Japan Farmers Union, presently a target
of JCP infiltration tactics.

AB
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E. Italy

Comvanist agravisn tactics in modern western cowmtries having
great mmbers ef industrial vorkers appsar to ove much to the sxpert
of the Communist Party of Italy (PCI). Actwmlly, this experience has
also been applied to the "backuard” areas of the world having fov neubers
of the industrial proletariat class. Fut to vestern Commmist Parties,
the prineipal lesson of the Ttalian esperisnes vas the denonstraties
of cortain agrarian tactics vhieh could be uned to bulld s signiffesnt
sgrarisn movement in a country vhere there alresdy existed a lay
and vigorous industrial movement fumetioning wnder Comnmist trel.
Although these agrarian tscties may thus bte very sisfilar te those alresdy
mentioned 1n the various countries of the Far and Middle East, specific
reference to the Ttalian experisnce should point wp the tactical program
te be expected fram Comunist Parties in their efforta to increase
agrarian tenaion in areas of the Vest, It wvas ss a result of efforts
10 redress its eerlier failures among morsl poepulations that the PCY
evolved certeln general prineiples of agrarisn poliey.

The PCI found that 1% vas necessary te avply diffevent taetics
in various parts of the country sccording to the loosl agrienltursl
structure, PCI directives euphagised the need for a =much zreater tactical
flexibility and diversity in the Party's agrarisn program than that
required of its poliey for industrial areas., Tis methods of erganisation
hed to take inte sccount the senttered and widely distributed nature
of the agricvltural labor feroe, the sessonal charaeter of an important
part of sgrienltural work, and the different classes existing within
the agrarian population. Its appeals could be of a permanent er temporary
rature, in respense ‘o a martienlar need,

The PCT glso laarned that it was prefersble to organise the
sgricultural proletariat (mwral wage earmer) and semi-proletariat (a
vage sarner vho also owns a swall plece of land) om a nor=al trude
union basis and, at the same time, tc ssparate such ovganisations from
those crested for the peusant., "here was suffisient §irilarity betwsen
the industrial proletariat and the agricuvltuwral verker to permit the
latter to follow the more rigld trade union pattesm. Rut the economis
and socisl demands of the peasants as e class vere recognised to differ
from thoss of the vage verkers, and the PCI convinded that their forms
of organization must therefore be Aifferent. Tor the peasants thave
could be lessues, comnittees, sssoeistions and ecoperantive socistieg..
but the title was less important than their ocbjectives and metheds,

"he impertant aspect preeeived by the POI was that there should be
associations desisned specifioally for the psasants and adopted te
local requirements, and that these should bw ssparated from the trade
wnion pattern vhieh vas sulitable for the agrarian worker,

This 414 not mean, hovever, that the PCY deviated from the
sstablished Comrrumist doctrine concerning sn alliance Detween the

o o
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proletarist snd peasant. The FCT merely sought to establish this link
?aﬁmm. tﬁ%&wﬁ%ﬂmﬁm%#

agricoltwral prolstariat | "poasant”, | then ta forge e~

all "alligmes of proletariat and peasent®, rum&nmmtw
28 a lisk, and buttressed this by & variety of other fsswes vhich tren-
sosnded class 1imes—such =s peace, presparity, ete. Specialised fiont
organisations ss well as mass erganisations were wiilized to further

both "allisnees”,

Thus in Ttaly there grep up the following organisationmal
strueture affeeting the agrarian population, The Hatiomsl Confederstion
of Land Verkers is & Comunist-contrelled ergenizatien, but one vhich
1s mosinally independent from the Tisllisn Censral Confederation of
labor {COYL), alse Commmist-controlled, Yot under the ILand Verkers
thmmufmm,wm&mmmm.mmmmm
Merﬂn?m!ahmmm&hm-m-hlmmmm!&,
To emphasize further the corganisetional distinetion between sgriculiural
prolatafiat and peassnt, the Italian agricultien]l proletarist end :
senl-proletariat beleng to the Agrienltwral and Forestry Verkers Trade
Union International and slso to the ¥FIU by virtus of thelr swwbershkip
in the CGIL, a VFTU affiliate, Wﬂghﬁnmun»mh
peasent aspociations vhieh Join the laxd Mém%hat
seperate voluntary basis since the lLand Vorkers Cenfedeyntion is mot
aff1linted vith the CEIL or the VPV, The peasant sations thus
continmwe 1o be geparate from these of the agrimiitwrel proletarist,
although they are eomponoutd of s cemmon strmctwrs. The PCI alse pus
the allianes of sgricultural worker and pessart through social lotiee,
sports associations, and sther lsss formel organizatioms,

thile the pessants vere orpanived is « loose and warying
fashion and on the Dasis of 1ssven lsrpely iwvelving possession of land,
the agrienltursl proletarist wvas csrganised as : « The PCY
realised that 1ts main effort should be directsd at the vage esrmers
vho were, according to the Comrumists, the deckbems of the clsss mowve-
nent in the comtryside, Yot vhile rwral agitation could be sere sasily
fomented smong the sgrarisn vage-esrners, the PCT realised that =ilitemt
organisations amemg the peasants were mecesssry to fapport the agrariam
vage-esrrays and bulld e selid agrerisn fremt. Such a fromt oould
them merge vith the aver-ell "united fromt” and be mowe effectivel
wtilized to support other PCT campaigns, such as these of the industrial
voykers.,

Op the Cemtrel Commission of the PCI, there is the Central
Agrarian Com-ission wkieh is responsidle fer Party policy regarding
agricultural affairs., The Party bas mads vigorous offerts to imyrove
1¢s orgendsation and insrease its strength ir agriemltural Aletriets,
The Central Committss lomg emphasized the ..g. t; Lorw mte:ih in
order te streagthen the Party. Origimally, Party sough overeons
its lack of cadres in the soumirysids by sending sxperienced Party
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aenbers from the North to lesd the Party organdasation in the Soutdy

4 not . net weloomed. Then the
| Farty adopted the expedient of sending mewbers f the Seuth to training
! courses in the Nerth vhers they oould study Party werk fer 6 uwonths
to a your. In 195), hoawever, the PCT aalled for new methods snd re-
varaed its vsval tactiocs, Tostead of reecrwiting mewbers for itself,
1t btegan to build uwp frem the tase the simpler forms of wass crgani.
sations, recruited trade wnionists, set vp ecoperatives, encouvraged
ymm,ou.inmmmumu-mmrxutw

PCI propagunds. At this time, it slso clesarly emphasissd the need
rwamgmuwaﬁmmamm
pepulation. At the intdrnatiomsl conference of the Agrisultwal and
Forestry Vorkers in Oetober 1953, the meabership was weged to study
this experience of the PCY end its sgrerian tacties,

xmwmm'smmuﬁmmm
the rurs) pepulation vms demenstrated in the sowwer of 1954, During
this time, the COIL fwrm wions-sFedetderra snd Yederbraseisntt-—begen
fmwsmwmuﬁmmmmmxwmnm
and Comtral Italy. These strikes vers penerally short and speradis
but dencnstretsd a definite pattern of CGIL poliey. In the previmes
of Terrera, this pattern vas sxrtended and the Commonists resally de-
nonstrated the axtent of their pewer. A Comvwist-ealled strile or
agrienl tural laborers virtually parslysed the entire economic 1ife of
the vhole projince; Comvemist strength vas such that rnon-Com~unist
farm wnions ocomld not make their vedess and influence felt svem on
fasuss which ‘hey supported in cormon with the Cosmmists. To baek
up the strike, the COYL had activiste resdy to follow guerrills-lfike
tactios vhen nscessary. It had a legal sommittee set up to fyree those
arrested., In somw areas, it had an orgenisation for ecolleeting grsin
from small land ovners vho, elther through fear or destire, made ocon-
tributione to the strikers,

Thare is little deudt that sprieultuwral vorkers form sn

Wum@mzcmg& In ITtaly, the agricultural laber

iz the nocst depressed sconomically, most subjset to sveial in-

tice, and most neglected in terms of educaticn. Umadle te solwe
thelr own vroblems, rural verkers are often suscsptible %o the
«meaummﬁﬁa«wmm&m
2 ready ansver, Put strikes and agitaticons smong them are uswally net
of the dramatic nature of similer action ameng indvetriel workers, amd
perhaps this 1s vhy the Commmists have not used thely agricultursl
erganizations nore frequently in mass actions. Yet the strike in
Forrara vas svidence of this pover under the eontrol of the Commumist
Party in this and other areas of the coumtry. Although CGIL strength
is not spread universally throughout Italy, present inflcations are
%tinhuinat%hhimmh%w@&alwwwmm
farn population in the South vhich st1ll has far less “cssunist in-
fluenes than does the North, DNurine the Ferrsra styike, Commmist
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propaganda vas oareful to yroeclaim that.,.."in this struggle, (the
agricnltural werkers) are given morsl and material suppert not omly
bty the laborers who have alreedy been succssaful in their strugele
but also by the niddle sections of the peasantry,” '
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