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THE ROSICHUCIAN ORLER

The symbol, & cross and a rose, and the name of the
kosieruelans appeadred In various Suropesn gountries as early
as the twelflth and thirteenth eenturies {e.g., the name i»
mentlonsd in Usnte’s Jivine Commedia) and refer to seeret
religiouz groups which were slandestine tecnuse of fear of
egeleniastle and secular perseceution for heresy, No regords
of thelr rites and teachinge during thelir early history have
been found, }/

The first literary documents are three writings printed
between 1610 and 15156 in dermany. They are generslly aseribed
‘o & high Wuerttemberg Protestant ¢lergyman, Johann Valentin
Ardrese (1506-1654), who alse wrote a utopls in the style of
Thomas More:

{a) P 2% % tatis (Report or Prelse of the Frother~
@3. sel (Hesse), 1610,
{v) g%w (Creed of the Brotherhood),
. i¥st o reveal the name, )
{e) }

hemiea. aedoing of ChiLE TRl uts ),

Strasbourg, 1616.

The Femm give a fantastie biography of the alleged founcer
of the brotherhood, Christisa Rosensreutz (Hoee Cross} who
is sald to have lived 106 years, from 1378 to 1484, and to
heve travelled to the Hely land, cammaeus, Egypt and Moreeco,
whore he was inltisted lnto oriental wisdem. On his return
he slliegwdly founded a sesret fraternity with fantastic titles
for its officials {Imperator, Magus, ete.), organized sueh
on the patters of an seclesisstiocal order. The members were
designated only by initlals, 2/

The Chemieal Wedding purports to be written by Christian
Hosenereudz himself anc allegedly war diseovered when his

PR TAE AT

Approved For Release 2001/07/28 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200430004-6



Approved For Release 2001/07/ P78-02771R000200430004-6

romb wae oponed in 1504, 120 years after hie desth,
fosenersutz and his followers are ceseribed as diciested

to the atudy of nature and medleine and To practieing asts

of benevoience and charity. It ile generally sssumed that

Christlean Rosencreutz is a fieticlious person, hls meme belng

symboliosl, and that the order, as deseribec¢ in these books,

never dic exist.

Rosieruelian lodges were founded at later dates In
various places, one being formed in London in 1640, Common
to many of them is the prastice of mystieal religion, eombining
& belief that true inaight and perfagtion oan be sohieved by
contemplation and certein exercises with seerecy, & bent for
playing with hidden meanings and s degrvee of apposition tu
Lyabe and Chureh.

The ifith Century brought a revival of the Resierusian
assoolation in Sermany, Italy, Aussia and other countries.
in 1755 the HReformed Kite of New or Oermen Uold anc Hose
Crueisns wes founded. Persons in high positions frequently
Joined the lodges, The order existed in Pranee during the
Revolution., The FPreuemssons borrowed some of the ritusls in
mocified form. 3/

The name of the brotherhood Lltselfl was well sdapted
to appesl to popular imaginstion. 8/ It was sometlimes inter-
preted as reprasgnting & synthesis of Christianity and Jreek
husanism, Sosisrucienism was mentionsd by sany of the oute
mmmmg writers, sush as Dwsgartes, Lemﬁiz, Herder, foeths
{in his poem Ji¢ OGehelmnisse, The “ecrets), Butler, Pope,
Shelley, ¥Walter Jeott and BulwersLytton,

In the sinetesnth gsentury new lodges were formed in
ingland snd spreed to Indis, Australila, Mew Jealerw and latin
Ameriom. %/ Thelr interest in unorthodox methods of therapy,
such ax hypnosis, radiation, ete,, refiected thelir beliel in the
spiritual sharacter of the universae,
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The firet lodge in the United itates was founded in
#hiladeliphia in 15634 by wealthy businessmen nd cCeveloped
into & netlionwlde non-gegtarien organization, the Anelent
Hystieal Order of the osiervuelans (AMCRC). Its dostrine
holde out prospetts for & life of healih, happiness and pedas
to members whe live in harmony with cosmis forces.

AMORC headguarters are in Sen Jose, California, under
d. Ipenger Lewis, snd with branches all over the worls (in-
aluding 290 West STth Strest, New York, Philadslphis, Chionge
ans fan Frencises). Abundant propagands literature exists,
but the seeret rites of the imnner ¢lmole are not known to
the uninitiated, §/ Ths order is considered as pelitieally
incifferent and essentially & money meking eoncern. [/

A new use of the name of Hoslsrucianism was insugurated
in this eentury through the Anthroposophisal movement of
Rudelf “tainer, which had an entirely different origin,
Hucolf steiner (1861-1925), an Austrian, belonged originally
to the Thepscphical Movement, founded by Helenk Petrovna
Blaveteky snd Colonel Henry Steel Oleott in 1575, laver nesdec
by Miss Annie Besant {US hesdquarters: Universal Brotherhoot
and Theosophieal Soeiety in America, 249 Lexington Avenus,
vew York., Theoscphical Socliety Adyer, 2482 Emst 33rd Street,
sew York., Theosophiesl Zooliewty, 726 11tk Ztrees, H.¥.,
washington, U.C. And many othsre).

The Theosophical movement--whioh now has & eenter in
Adyar, Indig, and 555 branghes in vericus sountrles, lneluding
T it the USe-is based on the sommon belief of the mystieal
movemants of a1l religions, in the identity of the husan zoul
and the univerze and the idea that by meditation and conten-
traticn & union of soul snd world ean be schieved. Theosophy
areated & kind of synthetic religion congentrating mainly on
Yoga snd Hindulsm, while Steiner, who after differsndes with
Annie Besant broke sway from the Theosophlie foglety in 1912,
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founded his Anthrepescphy {imowledge of men) on his interpre-
tation of Christianity. Like the Theosophs, he believes in
transmigration of the soul and in reinegrmation. He bellieves
in intuitive eognition of 'higher worlds, whish reveals to
nim the prineiples on whieh he wishes O re-srisnt all spheres
of iife. His insight is aséapted as sutheritative by his
acherents, He develeoped not only a philosophy, but also a
mﬁu‘u ssiense; an sducational system (the waldorf-Sghool

in Stuttgart, Cermany, sm the Budolf Steliner "chool st

1% Zast 78¢h Ztreet, New York, sre run agesreing o his
Jdoetrine ); & new poetry; 8 new art of dansing snlled euryth-
mies; a new system of agriculturs; & new soeial and politiesl
ag&’m, the Three Level System of Socliebty
der Gemellsehaft) of mind, esonomies, law; and & Christian
soet, Hew Christisn Comsunity. There igs & eenter for

Anthroposophie studles in tornsch, nesr Basle, switzevianc,
with branehes &ll sver the world, 8/ (e.g., Anthroposophical
society, 211 Madisen Avenue, New York), Although soms
Anthroposcphists tried $O make a compromise between their
joetrines and National Sceisliem, the Hitler regime prohibited
the movement in Germany., The typleal followers sre pencvalent
ard harmless seotarians who believe they have superior wisdon
to the uninitisted,

fudolf “teiner aleo olaimed the Hosierueisne ar fore-
runners of theosophy. His book, The Theesephy of the Hosi-
grugisns, Something about the Boslorueisn Mysterium, appeared
in 1911, when he still belonged to the Theosophieal SoRiaty,
1ater he wrote The Mission of Chrigblisn §

One of “teiner’s disciples, Max Heincle, founded the

puengre LE.

Hosierusian Fellowship at Hount Zselesla, Oeeanside, Californis,
in 191% (with meny btranshes, ¢.g., Rosiervelan Anthroposophie
League, Harlem Center, 220 West 138th Street, New York; 2350

Wester Ztreet, “sn Francisco.)
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Afbeyr Bax Heincle's death be wags Butfeedes by his
wife. The adherents ars aocstly of Serman origin, iuring
World ¥ar IT the fellowship was an extreme advooats of
peeificiem anc endeavored to sscure sxemption for its members
from war dsrvice, The salt Lake City ehapter was Teported to
have Leen aetive in Inolationist groups. 3/ They were suge
Pwdted a3 a channsl for Sorman intelligenes anc propaganda,
but these suspleions were not eubstentiateq. 18/ Propagands
literature of the fellowship is availabile, AL/ After geven
Years probation members are admittes on =xamiration to the
Imner Qirele or Esoteric Group, about which little is
Enown,

Nelther the Resiervelans nop the Anthroposcphnlets heve
any dostrina) affinity vo Communism; their messianie hopos
are of & different eharsetsr. They beilave in the spiritua)
character of the universs ang reject even modern selsngc an
materialistic., The Comwuniss avaivetion, as eXpresaesd ‘m
the Great soviet sncyelopedia, views anthroposophy as an
sbstruze mixture of mysticism, Gormen ldealistie phileceophy
ant fantestie superstition and as a symptom of bourgeois
decadenes,

However, the internationel extent of the arganlzations,
their secret tise and eonfused thinking do ne sntivrely exglude
the possibility that individual units eould be used for Commme
niet purposes,
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