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TEE MINANGEKABAT OF SUMATHA

inanpkebae ere o Malay pesple inhabliting the coastal

dands of west Contral Sumatra. The ares it-
#sif ia amﬁmu meferved toas Binegngkabau. Under Dutch
mile, It cowprised the Sumatras Westeoast Resideney. Aconrd-
ing to the 1930 census, the Kisangkabau mumbered 1,990,643;
current sstimates vary between twd and three million,

ngkabau eanstitute only about 3.3 per
m&l&ti&a of Indonesisx, thelir importance
ts m&t&a m that small percentage would sugpest. Az one
of the most i&t&l&i&wﬁ; and progressive peoples of Indovesis
m Ml"m of Sumatra, the Nloangkabau have coniriduted a
mﬁ disproportionate nusber of Indonesian leaders.
t@q former vice president and aecond in popular
o 3ukarno, was born in Bukittingl., Sutan
m prewier and head of the Partal Zosialis
Siz, m Mobammed Natelr, former premler and chalrman
i arty, both come frow Nlnangkabeu, as do also
M m and 4 Shafel, both former Ministers of
mm. Othey prominest leaders from Hinenglkabsu are
&  Malik, a parliamentary leader of the Hahadatul
snd mmmr af the party organ Duts Masiaralkst, and
Sabilal Rasjad, secret general of the Yart aeional
Indonesls and 2 forser iater of Labor. The late Hadjl
londer of the pre-ear Sarekat Islam and Ipdonesia's

Agus msa,
m ﬂiﬁxr #hhmﬁ" from independence until his death,

though Hlnsngitaban have conteibuted leaders to

: sajoe political parties, they ars prin-
cmn; msm“ n:t the lslamic-oriented Hasjumi Party.
In nearly & Hloangksbay village the local Masjumi office
in as much & ture 23 the village mosque. MNevertheleoss, a
apirit of mﬁimuaﬁ and extreme nationmalism 1 pot asbsent,
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haa ﬁweé gmimnﬂy in the Infonesian
o the prinelpal eity of
ms tm scene of the ing of
tra ip 1010; and in 1923 Sumetras
!;:31 in eatahii&h&a the mu@ Youth
{t!'wn Batavia). In 1527, an extenaive
movenmnt Mmﬁ in Minangabau, whieh
W b‘iwﬁny suppressed., In Docewmber
ouing montha, & bloody sccisl revolution
which started fm At et and the 3m‘tm Easteoast Residency
iy spread to Minangkabzu., The result was the elimine-

M@ullﬁ %gc remaining power of the feudal arlstoeraey.

The Partat Kowumis Tndoncsia {PRI) has had relativel
1ittle suecess In the area due to the conservative, Musl
mws.m af the le pad $o the absencs »f any Iarga
11 elas t was only after 1925, when the PRI
shanged 3.’#: taotic of stmaa_ g atheism Yo ome of clalming
sintiarities between the inze of Marz and Yelam, which
tteapted to cbhow h‘y ait&n@ em-ta},n mssagw from the
the PXT registerced any progress at all., Buring

71 t Winangkabav lﬁfi&ﬁ& were attracted by
joined Into a separsts party, the
nﬁﬁia}. _ # of today, howavey,
nengkaban are neg 15&»1&.

t.!w mmnmtm fal1l in the same broad racial
--a8 the Atjehmese, Cosstal Walays,

mMaﬁ, Macangaress. nepe, Balinese
bau themselves traee thelr original

4 mz to Im r {the Aradic for Alexander the Grest)

their wmm ts be the crafdle of the entlre

23 m dense began, about 1160 A.D., the migrations

m’tm, Bﬁﬁiamz snd the archipel

nba gﬁd, thelyr antagtors were m

okt tAngdon once 818 extend

iﬂ

h g slosely related to modern
sbs are mot yet sgreed on

, 2
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wether It ma he considered o éiwgm dislect of Malay
: ; age. In any case, 1 1milarity betesen
: T 1y r two major 2ialsete of

patpr--a8 well as

i % 1 e < Wﬂﬁ%‘!, ‘ﬁ’!ﬁ?

use a modi Arabic alphabet for
hoagh Latin ﬁlﬁhﬁh&% offietal r adopted for
eats fa mﬁ to some extent.,

ehiefly of Long posms, legendary and somd-histovical in
- ik 0

ax pwmiar storiss oeowr, osften in prose
mixed ﬁiﬁh wm 22 voll a8 mﬁm and mﬁw%'.im of
traditional witi:;@. A favorite subject ,fw poems god books,
as woll A faz@ is m Bandol {or Tungko Teem), a na-
tional he § the Mina Minasghabeu %axmm to the Dutch
in the Ir~$*#. uﬁﬂiﬂl { ‘

gerlea m’ %tmr
iitmﬁae or mot, are mi

a#mi%ed with tégwﬂm of

he adae : rainfall and voleanic soil malte the ares a
mm reglon., The gmim al Pood crops are rioe
m in wet and &ry mws), cosonuta, maize, cabsava and
outs. Commereial crepes  inmclude sugar came, tobacen,
m m mhhw. The smmx are also Pine eraftemen
‘ see BT 4iie X Indovasia for thelr intrigaw}a
a3 voxit, Tioe kris blades, and
& B & ving and Jewelr T™he aren A=
&m&sﬁ M n&mmi mwmw a6 that kwm 1r 1ittle

teulbure, hunting, Plabing
r of Minangkabau serve
t!.am in South Tapanuli. The
--? “jtiﬂﬂ g?; @% mi cw»h
3 svidenced by the fact that tiw Y gﬂwl‘i alsne in zag?i
wait ;ﬁgh, have ‘auecsssfully resisted invasion and
Wﬁgﬁg sup: of Chinese traders. As teaders, the
swedeabay men travel widely and oftewn, while their women
m and work in ?z&e flelds and on the coffee and

tobaeco plantations.

3
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¢ Mivangkaban have long been devout Muslims, and sccl

is controlled by the traditional Musiie % law, maiigﬁ o

religious leadurs hold an honored place society. Before

the Duteh ma& ol oe tion, the Paderis (men in white,

#0 mm fmn their g;%ﬁf ﬁaﬁexa gﬁ Y &:ﬁ -ﬂ:i ;gwtm
SPORgN W Bog the t

of mtm mﬁezx thelr rule. Fes

T, ¥hlle Islawm has long had o stiong bold on the
. it has had te conpromise with amﬁitmmi ,gm-xﬁamxc
1 ?alm:, mfn have a mlt&m ami

tm. 2 m:m 1dcas, Rinangim mﬁ zmmmny
srilineal {though not ﬁﬁrm‘ehal as 1s sonetlaca
a? . mmua social unit is an cxpanded family group
v& generations of blood mi&ﬁw& who tme@ SO~
m @m& m female ancestor, though
grougp 42 a m&e mm is g birth & -m, fa m ehangm?;

or heusebsid a%ﬂhtm Traditionally, &mh & fmu m

of as many sa members lived together in o & large
m"&gmws, ape of the mast d:.stmnw features
Rabau landscape, have roofs ending 1a horns,
ke mg twla, and intrizately carved oSutside wells
and doors. Although the modern trend 1z aamy from these
h:m: W residences, the senmse of family solidarity re-

m;p”ﬁgag Taw, P ‘inaividual

Wa%m%4
my oen land.

jdat law on Mﬁm differs m from orthodox
an az stipuls Lo 113 Tramed %0 enswre

the contl f& mt@gﬂe ar mss ‘s property. vhen
w m s hey pmgg rty is mn&?@?"mrﬁ&mgﬁm ar
- hay m&gm daughters; and only in ths absence of sny
ot female degcendant 12 the property loherited by a
M’ﬁ brotherz or sliaters. In the case »f brothers, it
in M m;h' Mifetine only, after which it reverts to the
group. When 3 man ﬁﬁm m property gosa back to

“matrilineal ap he can, in tis 1ifetives,
ﬁimsﬁ af Balf of 1t to hiw sous,
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Yosse provisions appoar to asise from the fmt m*hmw
mx ﬁtk&a the W satrilinesl growp m prok
"‘ ir iﬁﬁhﬁtgﬁ and wife csgh eontinue éﬁ rg?am
wenber of thet reppective famlly mﬁ. Traditionally,
m wif& mﬁ 1o lzw. asitﬁ mr mz uhiha tim ¥

: Sagerl, emm of o wmrying maber

Eroupti; 3 ontrolled by s eouncil com-
mé af m ﬂﬁlﬁ beads af mm W In sceordance with
T tge mactice, this beadahlp s imherited by a

‘s mephew rether than his von, The village 13 a closed,
W gga:;tg;& ‘giatmi Ty 1?;1: mia&zﬂ émaﬁ gag
aoup of Joeal famlly groups, find
hard to ssttle there and be ascopted,

Rabsu, as 2 eulturcd and p ograssive poople,
m;; a m:m wtiaiity towards edueation. The wealthiler
, 15 have lomg t e d ww mm?mrﬁm%a

: mm, & faci uhish pe B &x@ D nent
1e played in Indoveala mn mmilwmal
o Tactee o fedponl Joveloment e e i
m eotny Ve lopRen : A ﬁ
=T fmr pportunitics for intellectual workers, so ths

Jatter ine 913 mk mm::wm elepewhers .z.mi. in fact,
fer % é@ 8¢ since they oaf@r fesl they "belsag” in th&
m, fon, mmlﬂ% from lack of

ortunity as & masﬂqumﬁ gf the »igid adat family system
fm* iﬁéivim sho have slackencd their bonds witnutmﬁitzm,
bas alsy 2&&6 merehants. It is estimated that today wore

than 100,000 Kinangkabeu are living in other parts of Indonesis.

- m art a8 well as the traditional crafts at;tmat the
- & ?;gam art zehool iIn K ¥ |

fey miles from Padan an art ceater at Pad x Jang,
w@ ug in the highlands, both founded by Hohasmed Shafel,
the repub in'ﬂ firet Minister of Educstion. In mxx, & now

antver®ity sz opened in Padang.

Trade unione are well organiszed in Minangksbau, and thelr
serdors show a high level of politicsl mmtmﬁm as well
ae Intarest in foreign affairs. Women's organizations ave vory
sttive and run special eschools for training girls for domestic
sarviee and as murses, snd alse $lliterscy classes in villages.
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