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SEROV CHANGES JOBS BUT OFFRESSICN REMAINS

8ir Winston Churchill once described the Soviet Union
as "a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma,” The
aptness of this cbservation has recently been demonstrated
anew by the perplexing development concerning Serov,

Pollowing his assumption of the peat of Chairman of the
Committee for State Security (KGB) in April 1954, General
Ivan Alexandrovich Serov has been perhaps the most dreaded
figure in the Soviet Union. He also appeared to be one of
the most powerful of the Kremlin hiersrchy. As head of the
EJB, he directed a vast network of two million agents, sples
and informers whose function was to protect the Scviet Unlon
against internal subversion and espionage agents., His organ-
ization presumably maintains dossiers on leading Scviet per-
sonalitiee, containing ineriminating and compromising infor-
mation on many of the regime's highest and most influentlial

figures.

?ﬁd:g‘Serpv is no longer head of the KGB. The world,
and provably the Soviet public also, was surprized when a
brief official announcement on 9 December stated that he
had been relieved of his post "in connection with his trans-
fer to other work." Although no reasons were given for his
removal, it was not for lack of professional qualifications.
8erov entered the A as a young man, serving at firet with
the artillery, and sudsequently transferring to the secret
police, Prom 1939 until 1841 he worked closely with Khrush-
chev, who was then political chief of the Ukraine, as chiefl
of the secret police there, For the next 13 years he served
under Soviet secret police chief Beria in important posts

in the national secret police organization. Three months
after Beria's execution when the KOB was separated from the
Minlstry of Internal Affairs, Serov was appointed its head
responsible for espionage, counter-espionage and the secur-
ity police,

Berov was responsible for the large-scale deportations
of the Baltic populations in June 1941, Under his Secret
Order No. 001223, approximately 200,000 persons were selzed
and sent to Porced labor camps or exile in Siberiz. He also
masterminded the deportation of the ethnic minority Chechen
and Ingush peoples from the Caucasus in 1943, As punishment
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for collaboration with the Germans, an estimated 500,000
individuals were forcibly resettled in North Kazakhstan in
Central Asia, Packed into unheated trains in the middle of
winter with insdequate suppiies of food and ¢clothing, many
thousands died on the Journey. More recently, Serov is
eredited with the treacherous "arrest” of General Pal Maleter,
leader of the Hungarian forces in the uprising of 19545, and
with the subsequent deportation of Hungarian freedom fighters
after the revolt had been suppressed,

Aithough no announcement has been made as to what "other
work” Serov is to be transferred, he is regarded as too valu~
able and experienced a member of the hierarchy to be elimi-
nated. BSince he left the KOB, he has appeared at several of-
fielal Kremiln funetione, an indication that he 18 etill an
important member of the power group arcund Khrushohev,

Anastas Mikoyan maid on 1i January in Los Angeles that
Serov had = position in the Soviet Army. In view of his
previous experience, 1t appears that he may be the new head
of Soviet military intelligence. After World War II Soviet
military intelligence was increasingly dominated by the gen-
eral security organization, probably because Stalin was un-
willing to allow an independent intelligence network to de-
velop. Recently, however, there are indications that the

e has recognized the need for a speclalized, and there-
fore more autonomous, military intelligence. To minimize
the political danger of a geparate military intelligence or-
ganization, 1t appears that Khrushchev may have appointed
his trusted lieutenant, Sercov, to head it.

In addition, according to an suthoritative diplomatic
source, Serov heads & new Soviet eapionage agency that
specializes in secret weapons, including bacteriological
and chemical warfare materials. The new organization is a
part of Soviet military intelligence but with special priv-
ileges under Serov's direction. His responsibllities inciude
the protection of Russian secret devices and counter-espionage
against the west,

3erov's hand also can be discerned in the announcement
that throughout the Soviet Union, so-called "volunteer workers!
militia” are being formed, with members recruited from the
most relisble workers. The stated purpose of these workers®
militia detachments is to act as auxiliary police to sssist

-Da
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the regular police in keeping down hooliganism and drunken-

ness., DPut since the Soviet Union is one of the most thoroughly

policed states in the world, it seems improbable that the
regular police cannot be relied upon to keep publie order,

A clue to the resl purpose of the new militia may be found

in the fact that its members are to preserve order on streets,
gﬁhlia trangportation, in stores and clubs, end to apprehend.
anti-social”™ elements,

In the USSR, "anti-social" 1is a broad term, frequently
used to denote elements opposed to the regime, Competent
observers have suggested therefore that the creation of the
pew militia is actually a step to provlide a new secret police
organization with membérs drawn from the most reliable Party
members among the workers. Stalin's system for malntaining
an abaolute dictetorship, whereby one out of every four Soviet
eitizens wes a police informer, is coming back under another
name, Servv is believed to be charged with the responsiblility
for organizing and directing this new secret police apparatus
which, to avoid arousing suspicion among the other members
of the Kremlin hlerarchy who remember Stalin'as rule of terror
2ll too well, will be known as a "workers' militia.”

The shift in KB leadership does not presage any relax-
ation of Soviet police activities. Serov's replacement,
Alexsnder Shelepin, was hand-picked by Khrushchev and has
had a nine-month indoctrination pericd sinte he was trans-
ferred in April from his previcus post as leader of the Com-
munist Youth Organization (Komsomcl). While lacking Serov's
grialg reputation, Shelepin has been under Party discipline

or 18 years, 15 of which were spent as & senior party of-
fivial, As d of the Komspomol, Shelepln was concerned with
"thought control” of its 20,000,000 members. In a speech
given in April 1958, he told the Central Committee and the
Soviet Government that Xomsomol organizations “must guarantee
the imprevement of ideclogical and educational work among
student youth and resolutely attack the penetration of bour-
geols views and tastes"--a point of view that will be equally
useful for g policeman,

' Recently, the Soviets have attempted to impose a facade
of "soclalist legality” upon the operatliona of the most per-
vagive totalltarian rule ever known on earth Ly the adoption
of 8 new criminal code in December. Although the new code
does eliminate some of the most flagrant abuses of the Stalin
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era such &as secret police trials, reliance on confession
without other evidence, and eriminel responsibility at the
g6 of 12, it does not by any means guarantee the Soviet

- eitizen the protection of Western legal concepts. The right
Gr‘§§§§§§‘aar‘u§ is not recognized; the presumption of in-
noe: o Eﬁg defendant is not ascepted; and the death pern-
alty can be exacted for high tresson, espionage, subversive
and terrorist setivities, premeditated murder and banditry.
In the USSR, high treason includes flight sbroad and refusal
to return from abroad and conspiring to seize power. Since
in the past many Soviet citizens, including the highest Com-
munist leaders, have been put to death on charges of spying
for the imperialists or conspiring with the West to overthrow
the government, it does not appear that the new code will
restrict Shelepin's police activities.

Purthermore, the more rigld enforcement of the decrees
of 1350 dealing with the internal passports required for
Soviet citizens which 18 now being carried gut, and the
recent unvelling of a stetue of Deerzhinsky, founder of the
secret police under Lenin, suggest that Khrushchev's state-
ment to Senator Humphrey concerning the reduction of the
role of the secret geliee in the USSR, is for foreign con-
sumption only. All these developments can only mean that
with Serov's present employment aa head of & new military
secret police organization, the sinister shadow of the
secret police will continue to haunt every Soviet citizen.
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LAOS ACTS TO CUHB COMMURIST FERIL

On 13 Jaanar{ 31955 the small Indo-Chinese state of Laos
slgnificant step towards curbing the ever-present threst
pmmunism vhen its National Assexbly voted av&rﬂh@iminglﬁ
lace full powers for one year in the hande of Fremler | 1
fione, A champion of democrscy rather than of one-man

to p
dictatorial rule, the energetic Sh-year-0ld Fremler needsd
sxtraordinary powers to enable his goverrment to combat the

sabversive activities of Laontian Communists, and bring order,
stability and economic progress to the country.

iace is a smaell landlocked country shaped like a mushroom
with the head bent westward toward Burma &nd Thailand, China
lies io the north, Vietnam to the east, and Cambodia to the
south, One of the three states which formerly made up French
Tndo-China, it became a Frénch protectorate in 1893, 1In
regponse $O awaltening desires for freedom and independence,
the xigg promalgated on 11 Mey 1947 & conatitution which
provided for a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary
govarmment. Although Prance nted it the status of an
independent state within the Prench Union in July 1649, inter-
national recognition of Laotisn sovereignty and indspendence
esme only on 20 July 1954 with the signing of the Geneva
cgase-Tire agreenents.

The aswiy~recainizaﬁ state started life with a wvarlety of
serious problems which might well have deunted & more experl-
enced nation, Lacs is the poorest and least developed of

the three Indo-Chinese countries. It has practlieally neo
induatry and little commercisl activity. t8 principal

axport, tin, accounted for $518,000 of & tetal of $1,079,000
in exports in 1357. The axgzoiéatian, however, of its natural
regources is hampered by the lack of transportation and com-
munications, which during the rainy semson are practically
aan»axistsﬁg, The population, estimated at betwaen two anc
three million, is made up about equally of Lactians and very
primitive tribes, principslly Chinese Jmmigrants. In addition,
the lack of trained and experienced Laotians available to
participate in the govermment, staff its offices, and ca&rry
out 1ts policles, is a serious handicap.

This combination of clrcumstances--a small, economically
underdeveloped country, politieally lnexperlenced, lacking
sducational facllities, containing many amincrity groups, and
bordered by Red China and Worth Vietnam--appears to be a

LAY
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natural target lor Communist organizera. and this indeed

has been the case. Even before Laos was recognl:zed as an
independent country, Communist Viet Minh forees had invaded
the kingdom, occup ﬁd several provinces, and organized Laotisan
Commumists and pro-~-Communists into & pival government under
the name of Pathet Lac (Free Lsos--PL).

Under the Gangya agreement, the royal govermment at
Vientiane was rec zed as the legal govermment of the
country, and the PL agreed to abandon its claim to suthority
and to regroup ita forces in the two provinces of Phong Saly
and Sam Reus, panaiﬁg concluzslion of & political agreement.

Such an agreement was flinally reached on 19 Rovember
19%7 by the Royal Laotian Qovermment and representatives of
the PL. This provided for the recognition of FL a8 & legal
pelitical g;ﬁgz under the name Neo Hak Zat {Laotian
Patriotic ~-NLHZ) and the aﬁgiasian of teo PL leadeys
into the Laotlan cabinet, One of the two ministere wms Frince
Seuphannouvong, head of the FL and of the WLE: and a half-
brother of the thén Premier, Frince Souvanna Phouma,

The agreegsent provided for reestablishment of the central
government's suthority in Fheng Saly and Sam NHegz and for the
disbandment of the PL grmed foreces, It was aleso eod that
3,5&9 PL soldiers would be integrated into the Laotian Natilonal

Army (ANL), while the rest would assume the status of ANL
r&a&r#aa.

T™he ARL reaeea?ieﬁ the provinsea of Phang 3aly and Sam
Beua on 10 Jenuary 1952, and the integration of PL troops
began at the same time, Bul PL compliance with the terms of
the November sgreement was only syperficisl. The unintegrated
FL troops hid their wespons instead of surrendering them %o
the ANL, and cadre formations were retained on a clandestine
basis 8o that guerrilla warfare againaz the govermment could
be vesuned whenever the NLEZ leaders or thelr masters in
Horth Vietnam might order.

On the pelitiecal level, the RKLH! retained 1ts tight
grip on the two recccupled §rev1ﬁcea despite the asppointment
of new govermors by Vientiane, In addition, NIHZ organlzers
now were seht to the other provinces, where they established
purty cells which, by threats, actual vioclence or enticements,
undertook to usurp the funciions of the regular authorities
ta&ttg craate &at&gﬁﬂisma among the people towards the govern-
ment,

2
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Within the cabinet the twe NLEZ ministers worked to dis~
rupt cabinet unity and to prevent the axecution of needed
reforms and developmental projects. In Laca as elsewhere,
the Communists find it easiest to recruit supporters among
poor iilliterate peoples--and these comprise the great bulk
of Laos' atic Hence, anything which the NLH: ministers
g:g%? 4o to hamper improvement of conditions bencfited the

o 30 succesaful werc the NLEZ efforts that in the May
1958 #ﬁgﬁ%ﬂ&sntary electlions the Farty won 9 of the 21 Assembly
Beats at atake. The resulting eituation created new di1fri-
eulties for the government., In the 59-member Ratienal
Assembly the ruling Lac Hom Leo {fally of the Lactian Feople--
LEL) had a clear majority with 37 seata. However, the LHL
had been formed by a merger of the Hationalist anc Independent
Parties, whose members fregquently founc themselves agreeing
nﬁli on the necessity of combating Commwnism, AB & result
?f 8 situetion, the o NLH: deputlies, supported by 7 Sentighab
Heutralist) Farty deputies ang 3 belanging to the Democrat
Party--u small, regionsl cpportunistic group--were of'ten able
to upset or stall government acticns,

Finding itself unable to solve the country's problems,
the Fhoums cabinet resigned on 22 July 1952, and on 18 August
& new cabinet headed by Phoul waa invested by the Assembly
by & vote of 29 %o 21, The most significant feature of the
new cabinet was the sbsence of any RLHZ ministers,

‘ The Phoul govermment worked strenuously tov give Laoa
stability and economic brogress, and recently even pushed
through the politically unpopular but econcmieally necessary
develuation of the Laos' natlonsl currency. However,
sentinued NLEZ sgitat againet the government snd the
clandestine activitics of PL guerrills forces have been dla-
raptive influences,

Faced with this situation Premier Fhoui finally found
meell with no alternative but to call & special gesslon of
the Assembly and ask for rull powRrs, Only the 9 NLMZ and
the 7 Bantiphab deputies caest dissenting votes in the crucisl
14 Jamuary action.

Bealizing that a strong determined government would mesn
an end to its subversion, the NMLE. called on Communist North
Vietnam for support. Korth Vietnamese troops immedistely
demonstrated on Laoe' esstern borders and even made forays

3
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inte laotlian territory (which led to & formal protest by Lace
to the United Nations on 19 January). These Communist pressures
hackfired, however, They were so obviously designed to support
local Communists that all non-Communist Laotians closed renks
behind Fremier Phoul.

The ?i%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ antl-Communist policies of the Phoui govern-
ment reflect great courage. Laos has an 800-kilometer border
with Red China and North Vietnam, and her smsll army, which
lacks ammored pover or air strength, could not hope success-
fully to resist any Communist aggression,

A pecr country, Laos clearly could make good use of Comnu-—
nisl economic sssiatance. But the government, fimm in its
adherence tu the Free &orld, has resolutely spurmed all asuch
effers, realizing that politicsl domination would followd,

Laos has also defied Red (hira by giving assylum to
thousands of re $ from China'’s Yunnan Province who have
fied the slave existence of the new Red Chinese commune system.
Since May 1950 more than 12,000--3,000 in December alone--
have arvived In Laos' Muong Sing Valley, Despite thelr own

- economic poverty, the Lactlan Government snd people have
Tofugees, uho are Lengely Besbess ot DLjactance to these
afigoes - are largely menmbers of Chinese , ¥ Eroups
q%ﬁaiﬁaziy related to the peoples of Laoe.

E v

8 warned the HIHZ that he does not intend to
use his special powers to suppress it, but that he will not
perait It to contlnue to engage in lllegal aetivities and
aubverslon. With increased political stability and an oppor-
tunity for economlic development, Laocs appears to have = good
chance to evolve Iinto a modern, independent and cemocratic
state, 7The internal Communist threat appears to have been
checked, Whether her Compuniat neighbors will sllow her to
progress in peace remains toc be seen.

oday, Lecos 1s facing the fubture with mere confidence.
?wﬂmiigéggéaiaﬁa
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EXPORT PLENTY DO NOT HELP POOR IVAN

Buring the past few years the Communists have been
gradually increasing trelr participation in trade fairs
throughout the world. ue have had guite a few here in Latin
fmerica, sueh gz the Petroleuw dxhibition in Buenog Alres
last year, the International Industrial ratr &t Santiago de
Chile, the Bogots Trade Falr and als> that in Mexies City in
January 1957, "here also have been quite & number in Hurope ,

There have been 2o many of them and, given the fact that
participation 1z costly, one mey ask why a sudden fnsistence
on this medium. One ancwer 1g guite plain and that 1z the
Communist Bloe, like everyone else, wanta to do business,
Howsver, that is J6ly part of the explanation, The other
is that the Communists see in trade falrs an excellent means
of spreading thoiy Propaganda and alss »f taking markets
avay from the Hostern world, '

The propaganda aspect of the trade falr 1z i persuade
the world that the Communist Bloe is tecming with merchandise,
both heavy equipment and consumer gooda, The greatest effarts
have been made to helighten the impact of +the display at e
falr by lavish advertising pnd peid articles in the press sx-
folling the quality of tie g£32ds and, naturally, the excele
é@ﬁeeggf the political system which made 1L poasible to pro-
duee them,

39 we see that by participating in these trade fairg the
Communigts are pursuing a2 dual aim. One ig business and the
other is polities. It caanot be denicd that a numbseyr of
Etri&ﬁﬂg displays have bee: asmewdled with the reault that
thousands of people, both here gnd in Europs, have been given
the impressisn that the Hloe has everything the hesrt desires.

However, nothing could be farther from the truth. Forty
¥ysars of planned economy under Communism in Hussia have ahown
the world a system in which the emphasis has invariably been
Placed on the production of heavy equipment while that of
consumes ltems, for which the people have been hungering, has
been ignored. Whea Georgly Malenkov, who ums premier fallow-
ing the death of Stalin, wanted to remedy thig situation and
give the people more consumer items to 8atiafly their neods,
the result was his exile and the advent of Khrushehev.
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It 1a, therefore, gulte plain that the glittering srray
of consumer goods one sces st the pavilions of the Communist
Bloc at these fairs {s intended “for export only, while the
citizens of the Bloc must take whatever the 3tate chooses 10
offer ithem. .

An excellent illustration of the typlesl Communist trade
fair is offered Ly the one that was held In Compuinist terri-
tory in Lelpzig in March 1957. There, the Zoviet Bloe pavil-
ton, covering about 10 hectares, was filled with an array of
gleaming machines and the obaerver was struck by the lack of
consumer goods, That repuiable Swiss newspaper, the Zuerchaer
zettung, commented on 1t in This manner: "The disecrepancy

petween Western falrs and the Ledpzlig Falr is atriking., A4t
the former, the ecoromy, the indlvidual wmerchent, sonditions
and economic relations sre Aecisive. At the latter, the 3tate,
the fanctionary, the plan and rigid norms are the rule, At
Western fairs, businessmen deal with businessmen. AL Letpziz,
1t 42 the State functionaries who govern all.”

The dearth of consumer goods gnd the disregard for the
desires of the people are the resuvlt of a well~defined policy
which, over the yeArs, has had a profound effect which runs
counter to all the preachings of Communist dopgma., Beczuse,
at the present stage of its development, the goverrment will
not relesse encugh productive power for the productlon of con-
suser goods, 1t deliberately prices what there 1s 8o high that
rew can affeord them, This 1s nothing less than a disgulaed
form of rationing, deapite Mr, Mikoyan's recent statements that
there i3 no rationing in Russis, The percentage of profit
of consumer goods 1s several hundred percent, and prefits from
this source zive the government not less than 60 percent of
its total revenue.

Let us examine the cost in the Soviet Unlon of a few

articlese of commén consumption {the reader can make hls own
omparison with Argentine prices for the same articles). &
blenket, for instsnce, costs $35, while a palr of rayon
stocikings sell for sbout $2,50. A palr of men's dresa shoes
are priced at $48, while a pair for his wife ere about 259,
Tea towels are 50 cents each and & child's dress comts 321.
A one-burmer electric plate costs about $20 and the guallty
is shoddy,

Insignificant items that are within the reach of vir-

iy anybody in the West are astroncmically high in the
glac. A medium-sized chocolate bar costs well over $3 and a
pack of cigavettes, 87 cents., A fountain pen, of medlocrs
quality, sells for $1h and an electric light puld for 57
cents. A palr of fleece-lined boota have been priced at $212.

‘ -D -
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As & result of these high prices, goods that we in the
Zest eonslder commonplace necessitles have beoowme true luxmury
iteme in Russia, aund can only be afforded by the well-psid
Party fﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ&f&@ﬁ, bureaucrats and plaat managers who aow
form the "upper class” 1o Communist soclety.

The Cosmunlsts evidently feel that in trade faire they
have an effective propaganda weapon which can be used to
convinge {hoce who view their éiﬁalagﬁ to acecept them at
face vAlue. However, closer sxaminatlon, as we bhave shown,
proves that the trade falr iz nothing but g facade and that
the plethora 5f werchandise dimplayed there has been created
solely for the forelgn market, Dehind the Iren Curtain con-
goode have been deliberatesly placed out sf reach of the
ord@inary citisen who 418 thus deprived of the opportunity to
become ownwd 5F at least part sfthe fruit of nis labors,
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