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FOR BACKGROUND USE ONLY December 1968

IS A SPLIT DEVELOPING BETWEEN PEKTNG AND HANOI?

Observers of the Far East scene are concluding with increasing assur-
ance that Hanol and Peking are having their differences and that the dif-
ferences are even more deep-seated than those that would arise naturally
from thelr long term donor-dependent relationship. There is considerable
direct evidence of serious guarrels, such as their openly opposed stands
on certain major issues and the increasingly polemical turn of their pub-
lic references to one another. There is other evidence which can most
logically be explained in terms of a quarrel between the two countries,
such as the withdrawal of Chinese technicians and military personnel from
North Vietnam, and the prolonged absences of North Vietnam's diplomatic
personnel from Peking.

Divided Views Over Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia

The most significant recent example of serious differences between
Hanoi and Peking occurred when the two nations took diametrically oppo-
site views on the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia. Hanoi leapt in im-
mediately to give unqualified support to the USSR, even going so far as
to repeat verbatim the lengthy TASS justification of the invasion. This
move gave Hanol a black eye not just in the free world, but also in the
view of leftist organizations which ordinarily support Hanoi in the
Vietnam war. Moreover, Hanol's support for Moscow has estranged her
from the great majority of the fraternal Communist parties which strongly
condemned the USSR. Hanol's endorsement of the Soviet action may be an
indication that she has decided to follow Soviet rather than Chinese
leadership of the world Communist movement; it could be that Moscow had
extracted from Hanoi a promise of support for an action the USSR knew
would bring down world censure; it could be that Hanoi hoped the inva-
sion would put a crimp in any possible U.S.-USSR detente, or that
Czechoslovakia's fate would bring Moscow's Eastern European satellites
into line on other issues, including more help to Hanoi. It is possible
that Hanoi's decision was primarily based on ideological grounds since
the Lao Dong, as one of the most conservative ruling Communist parties
in the world, would rejoice to see the stamping out of what it undoubt-
edly viewed as dangerous revisionist tendencies on the part of Czecho-
slovakia.

As for China's view of the attack on Czechoslovakia, CHOU En-lai
and & number of China's leaders used North Vietnamese National Day
celebrations to criticize Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakis and to
flail Hanol for her defense of the Soviet move. Peking was not by any
means defending the down-trodden, out-powered Czechs; she was merely
taking another opportunity to excoriate her erstwhile ally, Moscow, and
to charge that the invasion is evidence of a Soviet-U.S. bargain on
"spheres of influence" giving Moscow a free hand in Eastern Europe in
return for a U.S. free hand in Southeast Asia. Whatever the reasons
for Hanoi's and Peking's respective defense and attack on Moscow,
the drama of Czechoslovakia revealed a definite schism between these
formerly closeknit allies.
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Paris Peace Talks

China's brief appearance as a critic of aggression and invasion in
Europe would have been more impressive had it not been for her attitude
in April and May of 1968 when North Vietnam agreed to meet U.S. repre-
sentatives in Paris for peace negotiations. Chinese leaders roundly and
openly criticized the North Vietnamese for agreeing to participate in the
talks. Reports came out of the Chinese mainland in mid-June that Red
Guards had demonstrated outside the three North Vietnamese consulates in
China -- at Canton, Nanning and Kunming. The demonstrations were osten-
sibly in support of the continued Vietnamese "struggle," but seasoned
observers viewed them as a further ~ondemnation by China of the Paris
talks on Vietnam. On 29 June, the International Herald Tribune (Paris)
reported that "public demonstrations against local North Vietnamese
diplomatic officials" in China had supported demands that "these officials
repudiate the Paris talks," and an Indian press agency report from New
Delbi on 22 June said "it is presumed that they (Red Guards) were
demonstrating against North Vietnam's talks with the United States,"

Two days after Foreign Minister CHEN Yi attacked the anncuncement
that peace negotiations were to begin in Paris, Ngo Minh Loan, the North
Vietnamses Ambassador to China, abruptly departed from Peking. On
8 July, the deputy chief of the National Liberation Front mission in
Peking, Nguyen Minh Phuong, was recalled and has not returned to China,.

Evidence of split or the inevitable results of problems confronting
allies?,.. It doesn't actually matter into whieh category the troregoing
evidence falls., However these factors may be categorized, they seem to
indicate a deterioration ¢f the close relations which existed between
Hanoil and Peking a year ago.

Other TIndica*tions of Possible Rift

Newspaper men in Hanoi have expressed the opinion that the Chinese
are withdrawing their troops from North Vietnam as a result of Hanoi's
conviction that the bombing will not be resumed. Rumors have aiso been
circulating in Paris that the Chinese have withdrawn LO% of their tech-
nical and paramilitary personnsl frem North Vietnam, including bridge
builders, railroad engineers and anti-airersft units. (Chinese manpower
in Nerth Vietnam in the past has been estimated by military observers
as between 30,000 and 50,000.) The withdrawal of these Chinese may be
by mutual agreement between Hanoi and Peking. On the other hand there
may be another explanation. Numerous stories are circulating in Hanoi,
in fact, that the Chinese were evacuated at North Vietnam's insistence
because cof Chinese insisten-=s on distributing Mao badges and propaganda
material including the ".ittle Red Book of Quotations." The Hong Kong
South China Morning Post, of 2 May reported that the North Vietnamese
had barred Mac badges and bcoks and that Chinese seamen had been warned
not. fo wear their badges ashore. Despite these warnings, there have been
reperts that Chinese sailcrs have been seeking to create incidents among
the crews of other shipping at Haiphong. A few months agc, when the
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Chinese offered to repair the Paul Doumer Bridge in Hanoi again, the North
Vietnamese refused the offer, recalling the last repair job on the bridge
carried out by the Chinese in December 1967 when the Chinese workmen put
up a flagrant display of Mao posters for all of Hanoi to see, It has been
recalled -- in the general context of withdrawal of technicians and ad-
visors -- that the first sign of the Sino-Soviet split was the withdrawal
of Soviet technicians from China in 1960, heralding the eventual cut-off
of Soviet economic aid to China.

Arrangements for negotiating economic aid from China to North Vietnam
were markedly changed this year when Le Thanh Nghi's economic delegation
(which in Past years went first to China) signed its first agreement in
Hungary, after which it went to Bulgaria, Poland, Rumania, Czechoslovakia,
East Germany and the USSR. The Peking-~Hanoi agreement on further economic
and technical aid to North Vietnam was eventually signed in an atmosphere
of mutual misgivings, primarily caused by the continued hold-up in China
of supplies for Vietnam. Fifteen convoys of Soviet aid and military equip-
ment were reportedly bogged down in Chinese territory at the very time
the economic protocols were. being signed. Small wonder that the North
Vietnamese tried other nations before falling back on an ally whose inter—
nal chaos makes cross country rall transportation so uncertain. The
15 Boviet convoys were believed to be caught on the south.rn border of
Kwangsi province, which was then riven by factional disorders finally
brought under control by the Red Army. But can the Red Army maintain
order, manufacture the goods Peking has just promised Hanoi, keep the
railroads running to deliver the goods Eastern Furope countries have
promised Hanoli and serve the real functions of an Army? For that matter,
how can China claim to be in the protective, guiding hands of Communism
when all that keeps order in the country and maintains the Party in
power is the Army?

Hanoi's unflattering views on her Chinese ally have been indicated
directly or obliquely in her public statements, in her news media cover-
age of Chinese affairs, in the statements of her diplomats and consular
officials, and sometimes in her very failure to comment on such vital
factors as the Cultural Revolution on the Chinese scene.

China has revealed her own unflattering views on Hanoi in similar
fashion: in the recent protests in Yunnan and Kwangsi provinces against
the shipping of scarce goods such as rice and medical supplies to North
Vietnam, and in her open resentment over the growing warmth of the Hanoi-
Moscow relationship and over Hanoi's apparent ingratitude for what Peking
has done for her.

The objective viewer could say "small wonder" in either situation,
considering the polemics and the extremist behavior indulged in by both
Hanoi and Peking. Peking's resentment against such an inconstant ally
is comprehensible, as is Hanoi's concern over what the war is costing in
North Vietnamese lives -- an entire generation, which can never be replaced.
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Hanoi is also certainly worried about what China plans to extract from
North Vietnam in ultimate payment for her assistance during this
long war. And while Hanol worries over paying her mounting debts to
China, she will have to consider that the further she moves towards
Moscow, the further in debt she will be there. She is already, in
fact, mortgaging her future to two nations, the USSR and China, both
of which have repeatedly demonstrated that they will exploit to the
hilt 'any obligations owed them. Whether the quarrels between Hanoi
and her giant Chinese neighbor and "benefactor" eventually lead to
serious rifts or not, she is in a position few countries in Asia

or Burope would envy. She has only to look to Czechoslovakia to see

a vivid example of the price the small debtor must pay to a Communist-
style friend.
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PHILIPPINEYHERALD
4 October 1968

North

fPARls (UPI) — Diplo-
; matie sources in Pa-
ris have backed up chief
{U.B. delegate W, Averell
Harriman’s contentlon
that North Vietnam fs
;‘talking‘with the  United
States against the wishes
iof the Chinese Commu-
lnist. , '
v “They (the North Viet-
JNamese) are in Paris with
ithe suppori of the Soviet
igovernment and  against

the Mainicht newspaper
of Tokyo in an interview
recorded last week and
released this week.

The sources sald that
Peking made it clear in
May when the conversa-
tions began in Paris that
they were unhappy that
Hanol had agreed to talk.
At that time the Chinese
recalled their press re--
preséntatives in Paris and

T

Vietnam Is ‘Talk.ing‘ with US in Paris

talk-fight policy of
Viethamese, which they
used so successfully ag-
ainst the French, is not in
agreement with tne
thoughts of Mao Tse-
tung on - the fighting ' of
wars of -national libera-

- tion, :

The Chinese want the

the

that the Soviet. Union,

following its policy of de~- .

tente with the United
States urged the Northi
Vietnamese to negotiatet
an end to the Vietnam
war with the U.S, i

The North Vietnamese
probably are allowing
themselves to be influ~

Vietnamese to keep fight-* enced by the Soviet Unlozé

ing and to win on the bat-
tlefleld,

thus proving Chinese

as a means of decreasin

influence and,

again that Mao ia right, pressure on North Viete

‘the advice and pressure of
Feking,” Harriman told

ever sirice. —
. The. yources  sald that_

have ignored the talked
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" Concern Over Moscow Rises

the sources said. nam, the sources speculae:
... The same sources said ted. . ¢ i
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By Stanley Karnow
Washington Post Forelgn Bervice -

21 s UCh, 1 —— €y
‘Chihese communists have sig:!
nificantly downgraded their
;expressions of support for
‘North Vietnam and the Viet-
‘tong while displaying in-
“ereased concern at the poss
ibility of a clash with the So-
viet Unirn,

This was apparent today in
‘major statements delivered by

both Premier Chou En-lai and] '’

‘Lin © Piao, China’s Defepse
Minister, at FPeking celebra-
‘tions marking the Chinese
Communist regime’s 19th year
in power.

.« The two Chinese leaders al-
Bo indicated domestic policies
pointing to the further decline
of Mao Tse-stung’s Cultural
Revolution and the rise of
‘moderate military and civilfan
puthority in China.

. Held in Peking's Tien-an
Men .Square—the Plaza of

- Peking Celebration
Downgrades Hanoi

Celestial Peace — today’s cele-

o

. -with the Soviet Union.
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ratlon featured Mao and NI
wife Chiang Ching, and other
luminaries.
Notably missing for the sec-
ond straight year was Liul
Shao-chi, the head of state,

This switch 1s thought to re-’
fleet increasingly strained re-
lations between Peking and '

i

Hanol and, at the same time,
mirror growing Chinese fears |

{heir northern and western’
borders just as they invaded !
Czechoslovakia, .
Peking's attitudes towards
Hanol and Moscow are linked,
moreover. since the Vietnam-
ese Communists backed Soviet
intervention in Czechoslovakia
while the Chinese bitterly ex-
coriated the Russians for their
laction. / _
The new change in their;
outlook, some experts here

who has been repeatedly deq
inounced as “China’s XKhrush
chev” for allegedly having fa-
vored such Sovietstyle “revi
;sionist” reforms as materiall
rewards for workers and peas{
‘ants. But the presence or ab-
~sence of key figures, though
;usually a revealing clue to the
status of Communist hierarch-
ies, appeared to analysts here]
to be less important today]
than the style of the anniver
sary demonségation and the
'substance of its oratory.
The most important aspect
of the celebration, in the view|
of these analysts, was the shift
in focus by the Chinese away
from the Vietnam war to thej
potential danger of collision

1

uggest, may also mean thatl'
the Chinese are now less wor-
ied by the threat of war with
he United States than they
ere earlier this year, when
American aircraft were bomb-
ng close to their southern
orders. N

Speaking at this morning's
ally in Peking, Lin Piao|
ointedly omitted any refer-|
nce to the Vietnam conflict, |
nd instead called on Chinese
roops to ‘remain vigilant”

thnd strengthen thelr country’s, ing planes to violate China’s.
‘ | airspace.” :

‘frontier defenses.”

At last year’s celebration, in
ontrast, Lin urged China to
lve “resolute support'to the

that the Rvssians may violate,;.rent

j matched Lin Piao’s promise of

ietnamese " people in their 8lons over their territory by
reat war against U.S. aggres- Soviet atreraft. . =~~~
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sion and for national salva.j
Dn.” . - ‘
That appeal, in fact, ranked!

as a siogan during last year's)|

anniversary - demonstrations.
None of the slogans in the cur-
celebration has men.
tioned Vietham, however.
Similarly, speaking at recep-!

tion in Peking last night, Chou!|"
to Vietnam:|.

En-lai referred
perfunctorily, placing Chinese:
support for the “heroic Viet.:

namese” after Peking's devo- | i

tion to the “fraternal Albanian
people,” . :
Last year, Chou not only

“resolute support” for Hanoi

and the Vietcong ' but also!|.

stressed that China would"
“not flinch” from making’
f‘maxlmum national sacrifices”
in its determination to aid’
them. .

In another speech yesterday,
C’h-m_l volced Peking's appre-
hensx.on at the possibility of
Russian attack, accusing Mos-
cow of encircling China by
“stationing massive troops
along the Sino-Soviet and
Sino-Mongolian borders” and
“even more frequently send-

On Sept. 16, in their first ex-]
t_:haln-ge of protests on the sub-
Jject, the Chinese complained
to Moscow against 29 intru-.
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*China News Agency dispatch
received here, the two North:
Vietnamese vice-minsters and:
a Vietcong Central Committce
memher present at the recep-
tion were outrankd by half a |
dozen Adlbanians, four mem-
bers of a Pakistan delegation,
a Burmese and an Indonesian:

As listed in an official New

mmunist, and a Communist

drom Auckland, New Zealand. |

At last year’s celebration,

the Hanoi and Vietcong repre-
sentatives were second only, to
the Albanians. -

Meanwhile today, the gov-

ernment press made it clear:
that the drive to curb the Cul-

.ciplinary platoons - organized

‘Guards and - other agitators,
‘are instruments of the army,

‘through Revolutionary Com-:

Red Guard activities will con-
tinue,

The official editorial said
that “the working class must
exercise leadership in every.
thing", insisting that workers
and peasants mobilized into

-workers,”

make such

‘so-called “Mao Tse.tung’s
Thought Propaganda Teams"! trol down
would play a predominant role! ‘et levels.

In schools, offices, factories
and other enterprises,

ohjective
These teams, essentially dis- )

mittees in
to crack down on unruly Red i?school.
itry.

which now rules the country’ Judging

mittees set up in all of China’s
29 provinces and special mu-
nicipalities, y

The editorial indicated that
attentién’ may soon be turned
towards constructing a new
Communist Party apparatus.
“New blood” in the apparatus

| proaching

from the
two years
couraged

1 Ieﬂce.
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phasis on Vietnam was also
evident last night in the order
‘of prominence accorded the
| ‘“distinguised. foreign guests"
who attended the National
‘Day reception given by Chou
-in Peking.

elements among the industrial

It is unlikely that the mod.
erate military and civilian
‘leaders now in the ascendency
will call a party congress to

" tare able to reinforce their con-

This appears to be their
establish Revolutionary Com-:
C factory,
,other enterprise in the coun-
‘tone of the National Day cele--
bration,, they are evidently ap-

ja .sobriety starkly different,

“primarily advanced

the newspapers said.

a change until they

to the country’s low-

in thelr program to
every town, county,
office and,

from the subdued

this challenge with'

demonstrations of
ago, when Mao en--

disorder and vio-

-

WASHINGTON POST
22 October 19€8

'Hanoi-VC Split Seen on Repl

By Stanley Karnow
" Washington Post Forelgn Bervice

HONG KONG, Oct. 22—
North. Vietnamese and Viet-
cong leaders appear to West-

.ern analysts here to be di--
vided in their efforts to’

shape a response to Presi-
dent Johnson reparted pack-
age plan to break the dead-
lock in the Paris peace nego-
tiations. :

'In the opinion of these an-
alysts, the Communists are,
united in their determina-
tion to

intention of either quitting

Paris or stopping military.

operations ,in South Viet-
nam. :

however, on the key ques-
tion of how much emphasis

to place on diplomatic ac-.
tion as a way to achieve.

their objectives.

©. This erucial question,
 which - will largely decide
‘whether the Communists ac-
cept or, reject the Johnson
Administration’s ' reported
-offer, is complicated by the
/fact - that Communist fac-

“tions in “North' and South’ -

“Vietnam evidently .advocate
‘different tactics 'to attain

different goals., ~ - .. ,1¢g
Approved For Release

“talk ‘and fight,”
which means they have no:

They. are apparently split,-»

Divergent Views

- These differences
been hrought to the fore by
the White House proposal,
which the factions view ei-
ther as a hazard or an op-
‘portunity, ' depending on
their particular hopes, fears
or dogmas. .-

- The Communist group-
most sensitive to the nego-
-tiations is the National Lib-
eration Front, the official
arm of the Vietcong, which

seems to fear that its inter-

i ests may be forgotten by the
North Vietnamese as they'
seek a settlement favorable.

to themselves.
In contrast to- Hanoi,
whose basic aim is eventual

‘unification of Vietnam, the .

Front puts its focus on gain-
ing political power in the
South. : ‘

Front's Apprehension

Hence the Southern Com- |

munists appear apprehen-
sive that Hanoi may strike .
bargain with the United'
States - that relegates the
Front to a relatively minor
bosition in a- Saigon coali-
tion. '

Such a possibility, the
Front’s  leaders -realize,
would' demoralize their fol.
wers, who would

- 'tle -to show for
have

years of 'sac-
rifice. . . ;

This apprehension has[
been reflected, for example,
in Front pronaganda attack-,

- ing figures like Gen. Duong’

Van Minh, a former South-
Vietnamese Premier now in-
‘Saigon, whom Hanoi spokes«
men publicly treat with re-:
Spect and privately concede’

to be a potential member of -
an acceptable coalition. B

A sharper sign of nervous-:
ness was mirrored today in a,
Statement by the Front that
jumped the gun on Hanoi in;
seemingly rejecting . Mr..
Johnson’s offer. S

Apparently striving to un-'
dercut any “deal between,
Washington and Hanoi to in-.
clude the Saigon regime in'
‘peace talks, the Front as-.
serted that the “puppet ad-.
ministration ... does not.
Yepresent anybody.” :
Three Hanei Factions
In the estimation of Doug-
Jdas Pike, a foremost Ameri-
.can authority here on Viet-
lnam, there are rtoughly,
'three factions in Hanoi that,
‘have 'long been pressing to
impose their strategies. .

All, Pike has pointed out,’
fundamentally agree that
Mrevolutionary ‘violence' is
‘the proper.approach against

‘mies, But they differ over-
methods, :
'One Faction’s View
One faction, according to:
‘Pike, is headed by the Polit:
buro member Truong Chinh,-
-who has .argued for “pro-
tracted  warfare” on the
grounds that time is on the®
side of the. Communists; ;!
Chinh has stressed the ne.'
cessity -to “shift to the de-:
fensive {0 gain time, dis-
hearten the . enemy and
build up our forces for g
new: offéusive.” - .

.

This line apparently ha’s.}_

brought Chinh close to the'
Front, which also favors
slow, small-scale tactics, and,
‘it has earned him the repu~
tation of being pro-Chinese,:
since “protracted ‘warfare”;
is a pet theory of Mao Tse-:
tung. - v L0

Over the past year, howy:
ever, the Chinh approach’
has been overhsadowed by:
that of Gen. Vo Nguyen.
‘Glap, the North Vietnamesée
'Defense Minister, who in;
Pike's view is the predomi-
nant Communist : stratefist.
in Hanoi. ' ) :

Giap's Contention '

Presumably backed by
President Ho Chi Mirh and
Premier Pham Van Dong,
Giap contended that the
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THAT AMERICA is wﬂlmg to help North Vietnam econom.cally is set forth in the
| joint communique between Presidents -Johnson and Thieu of South Vietnam,

iémo To Hanol On Emmn
ammng, Troops, MVIS&I‘S

BY VICENTE VILLAMIN

§

€4 . i
it B e
s
\

L

dated in

Honolulu July a1, 1968, as follows: «The US wants to help the people of Southeast Asia —
I ‘including the people of North Vietnam — develop their rich region in conditions of peacen.
| Let this be talked about more and more in - Paris and it will produce good results for both

-sides, leading to peace.

Hano! {2 3o Insistent in
having the bombingz of North: :
Vietnam stopped complstely,
What is the extent of that:;

7 bombing? The joint - commu-

.mpuo says  that Presi.iont
Johnson's order of Jast March
i31st to suspend the hombing:
partially  ¢freed 90% of
ithe people of North Viet-
‘nam and 78% of its terrilory’
ifrom attack,» The words in
,quotation may be imisleading

'y «President Thieu

reported
~ that the . increase in volun-
: teers,the extension of thn
draft to 18 and 19-year olds,

l'lmd the calling back to sel-

vice of veterans and reserve
officers have brought the
armed forces of South Viet-
nan to a level of 765,000
men in June —some 48,000
more than the original goal

“for this date. With the mo-

bilization law enacted at the

Americans (and about 80,000
other allies, or a grand total
of 1,610,000 men at yenrfs
end, with possible additional
American jand foreign allied

troops. That is what Hanor

kas to fight. v
¥
On the arming of the South
‘Vistnamese troops, the joint
communique says: «President
Johnson,.. reviwed the joint
program under way lo equip

should make it possible td
get the weapon into ths

hands of South Vietnamesq ‘!

forces during 1069».
o .
Relevant is a UPI pres
dispatoh from London, dated
July 22, sayimg¢ in part a
follows ; «Peking(Communis
China) has renewed its cal

on Hanol to fight to the end]
as apparent price for furthe}l -

ford 4 : : By CPYRGF
\:ag" in the face of over-* headed by Foreign Minhterg “has hegn matched by a stale.t

whelming Ameérican might. | ‘Nguyen Duy Trinh .se-eldnq “mate in Vietnam, and Ilflﬁoi, T 3

" Thus he launched'the dev:] fto increase North ﬁetnam 3 iis now facing the problem 6l ¢ ;

astatlng Tet offensive ina ‘options py pushing for a rifp-s ﬁnont’rxvmg a néw doctrinﬁ h‘i i
hopes of a decisive victory:  -lomatic offensive, v ; aIt can, hz;ss engc()l?%ocg ﬁi:ra g i
~ dn -the shortest possible . pual Approach f et zx"xl‘lyells evsv’ag and fight forever) r’
. time, regardless of casual-l " Since spring, the: Northi for it can dilite its des 3
ties ‘ " I'Vietnamese have been pro-} i “mands and make con¢es-} .
" That - offensive _seéms to; “moting a dual approach, IPsmns toj Washington "in- an“ oy
have had a £ ter politd  combining. Giap’s batilefield’ attempt to turn a politicaly :
A el | thrust with Trinh’s diplo-! hsett,‘lement in its favor. ' !
tdeal “and . psychologlea} -] matic drive, the ‘two being; " These are the alternatives’, b
paet ‘in the United. Statvﬂ 'related, in the semse that;  ithe North Vietnamese'and. L
and elsewhere than 1% had* “pragress at the conference! !Vietcong' have undoubtedly? ¢
militarily. ‘table would reflect rmlltary \been dcbating. Their choice: b
' That, 1mpg§t&gvidently_led3 Drogress " ... ., B remams to be seen. -\ v;’ t
'SATGON POST k
15 August 1968 ;.;
U

T

i !

. CPYRGH

Communist Chinese aid. Bu}

_because the bomblng i3m0l g9 of May; it is expected Southg Vietnamese armed Hanol has deftly avoide
g‘dlrected. agnins.t the people tha; the tolal will exceed forces with improved any commitment to Maq :
but against military targets gop 000 ‘men by - the end of weapons, accelerated techni~ Tse-tung to change its pref :

which have to do wilh
movement of troops and the
‘production and shipment of
csupplies to South  Vietnam,
| their destruction by the’
l’enemy being approved by
"the laws of war.

¢ ¥ .
). The armed forces of South
tVietnam are described in the

joint communique %wm‘j Fon memasebzmﬁommoc

the -

1968—the equivalent in popu-
lation ratio of some 15 million
men -in lhe US. It Iis
also anticipated that an addi~-.
tional 200,000 men will be

made available by the end

of 1968 in auxiliary and para-

military forces, such as thp
police and self-defense pur-
poses.» That is one million

cal training programs . and
financial assistance. M-16

antomatic rifles have already
been provided to all regular

South Vietnamese mfantry,
airborne, marine and ranger

Batallions The supplying of
these wea- pons to paramili-

tary troops down to ‘the
hamlet level is)proceeding on

U‘lsﬁﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ‘?ﬂd@@ﬁﬁﬂfﬁumn Vice P emiet]

gont Vietnam strategy. Th
Hanol mission headed b
Deputy Premier ' Le Than

%hl flew to Peking carlie
this month to seek to Pekin

earlier this month to seel

move Chinese aid. It also re-
portedly went to secure uno-

bstructed passage of Russian
arms supplies through Red
territory The
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‘fight to the finish against the
nited States. : :

Ever since the start of the
aris talks, Peking has lost
opportunity in repeating
this stand. For instance, at
a|Peking reception held Sept.
2] to commemorate the 23rd
apniversary of Hanoi's declar-
afion of independence, Pre-

ier Chou En-lai warned Ha-
npi that after the Czechoslo-
‘vik affair, the U.S, “imperial-
s” could be expected to stiff-

their terms in negotiat-
g a Vietnam peace.

lAgain, “on Sept. 31, on the
¢ of the national day cele-
ation in Peking, Chou call-
for a thorough prosecution
| the Vietnam war, reiterat-

ing his nation’s resolute sup-
. pqrt for the “great struggle

of] the heroic Vietnamese peo-

celved from Hongkong ear.
lier this month that North
Vietnam had patrtially sug.
pended its transactions with"
the Bank of China in -that
city. ' . i
The reported withdrawal of
some of the Red Chinese:
technicians from North Viet.'
nam at the beginning of this
month is regarded’ by some:
observers as another sign of:
deterioration in Hanoi-Peking:
relations. i

If Communist China per«
sists in calling for a fight to;
the finish without improving’
its relations - with North
Vietnam, it will run the risk:

.of being excluded from any;

Vietnam peace . arrangement.
It is ‘this consideration that
seems to have prompted Pe.

P’ in their fight to .the

I3
)

king to take a sudden interest

in the Paris talks.

-
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Lt Hsien - Nien, warned the'
Hanoi mission of the plot;
'slaged by the US and Russia,
An the Paris negotiations inj -
an attempt to gain at the con-, CPYRGH -
‘ference table what America: ‘ , T -
:cannot get from the baule-.g " JAPAN TIMES -
“theldi x k , 24 October 1968 . ‘
" It would be a good move, I ' P : .
for Haunoi to have !'HH‘,. O 1th H y
competenl and courageous: il V er B e i Orlzon
' i : i ' ' . - !
non-(;omnmnist ’ndviser‘s qn.: By SHINROKU NOZAKI .
“America, Hanoi’s actions ia _ , ) -, o . ; -1
‘South Vietnam, her ufteran-, . : . ' ‘ . Co
.ces iu Paris, her declarations Pekmg Breaks Long Silence y
in, Hanoi and her unders-; ' OMET " had™ There ap-|finlsh against the United
Aanding of " the. Americm\naj };za;*e;ih aUsSt;'on"% hpos};lsilbiliity States. )
roblems show that she is: v bombine op nTight halt 15| Byt in inverse proportion.
gflcn grossly misinfogmed’| th(;r;biri’gek?ri;g’Is\Iorltfl;wvwég?g; to the escalation of Peking's
on Jthe  subjects. Andy f Pews Agency broke its long 852&%%;“ ittc; Z}gtn?;“ 12:?,%?;
.that is why her actions ares|. - pilence_oni the Paris peace | oo become “increasingly un-' -
often inaccurate, illogical,i ‘al'Il‘{gis news » reliable due to the effect of
ridiculous, disastrous, inef-?% kgency had thelcultptral revfolutxon. ‘This
fective. 4nd _unnecessarily fdrewn [PTE  grispfrequenty e
. K] . H »} H ? "
mean and gequitable,. ‘ln_.\l aris officially, that the transporta..
having  such advisers, she} . : tion of aid materials to North'
‘would simply be doing what | ! armed " Shapeies "oia UPPY. "
other expe'riencod ualions.‘,?_ , Kwangsi Autonomous Region, .
do. Over-friend!y and l'a:‘v-f . g‘he gm;ds did1 XOt starth to
ersons do nol make : ; OW again until August when.
ning pe 59 o : 1 . > the railway workers in this’
good advisers, Al e region formed a revolutionary
S S . ‘Jeace negotiations fer thelast committee ‘ ary.
i sve months. Why should it . i Lt
reak its silence at this junc-| It is this failure of Peking
thre? ' to back up its call for a fight
€ : to the finish with the provi
: ; ovie
. N Cor(rilmt;gistwcthina. wwz‘ﬂd‘;' sion of necessary military!
Sy gards the Vletnam war as|gupplies that seems to have.
; anti-American  colonial | caused Hanoi to switch over,
sgruggle, has consistently op-|to the Rus_slan viewpoint at”
Josed any move toward peace | the Paris talks. O
ip Vietnam and called for a!| Seemingly = corroborating
this surmise was the news re.
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China's View of Hanoi's Agreement to Go to Paris

Prime Minister Chou En-lai's speech at a Peking reception for President

Nyerere of Tanzania on June 18, confirmed China's disapproval of the Paris
talks., He sald:

"The 31,000,000 heroic Vietnamese people have dealt heavy
blows at the U.S. aggressors in their war against U.S. aggres-
sion and for national salvetion. While intensifying the war of
aggression, U.S. imperialism is busy carrying out peace-talk
schemes in a vain attempt to gain at the conference table what
it cannot get in the battlefield. This is what the Vietnamese
people cannot permit. Responding to the call of its great
leader, President Ho Chi Minh, the entire Vietnamese people are
getting united still more closely, persevering in the protracted
war and valiantly fighting for the great goal of thoroughly de-
festing the U.S. aggressors and liberating the whole of Vietnam."

Several recent official speeches by Chinese Ministers have failed to
praise North Vietnam, whereas previously some reference had always been made
to "the success of the Vietnamese struggle." Vice Premier Li Hsien-nien made
no mention of Vietnam at a reception for Guinean and Malian Foreign Ministers
on May 2L4; neither did Foreign Minister Chen Yi, at the reception for the
Nepalese Deputy Prime Minister on May 26, and on the Nepalese National Day on
June 11.

What comment there has been has teken a hard line. Chen Yi, at a re-
ception for the Guinean and Malian Foreign Ministers on May 18, said:

"Ho Chi Minh has exposed the U.S. imperialist scheme of
peddling the peace negotiations swindle while stepping up the
war in Vietnam and once again called upon the Vietnamese army
and people to 'increase the resolve to fight and to win,'
"brave all hardships and sacrifices, fight continuously and
on all battlefields, in order to win still bigger victories.'
We are convinced that under the leadership of President Ho Chi
Minh, the Vietnamese people, preserving the protracted war of
resistance will win final victory."

On 25 June a Peking Radio commentary on a Moscow meeting of world church
leaders said:

"The communique [of the meeting] and its appeal for so-
called 'peace' ... is especilally useful to the U.S. imperial-
ists' plot aimed at bringing about peace talks on the Vietna-
mese question."

Approved For Release 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400030007-9



Approved For Release 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400030007-9

Other

The Hong Kong Times on 4 July gave an unconfirmed traveler's report of
an incident in Nanning. A visitor to Kwangsi claimed to have seen the sack-
ing of the North Vietnamese Consulate in Nanning by Red Guards, who "stormed
into the grounds, ransacked the premises and tore the clothes off officials
after overpowering the Vietnamese guards." The Red Guards were reportedly
demonstrating against Hanoi's participation in the Paris peace talks.
According to leaflets circulating in Nanning, the Red Guards had acted on
Madame Mao's instructions. Other reports from China state that the Vietnamese
consulate in Nanning has moved to new quarters outside the town.

>,
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Statements of Chinese Communist Leaders Reflecting Handi—Peking Differences

1. The bulk of a speech by Chou En-lai, given at an anniversary (NVN's
23rd anniversary of independence) reception on September 2, was devoted to a

condemnation of the Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia. He said:

"The Soviet revisionist renegade clique getting together four
countries which follow it, has in the past ten days occupied a so-
called 'allied country' with a population of only 14 million....

To describe this barbarous fascist aggression as Marxist-Leninist
and proletarian internationalist aid is nothing but a flagrant be-
trayal of Marxism-Leninism. It will forever be condemned by his-
tory. While saying one thing, the Soviet revisionist renegade
cligue is actually doing another. This clique of renegades are, to
gquote Lenin, 'socialists in words and imperialists in deeds.'"

2. Wu Teh, Vice-Chairman'of the Peking Municipal Revolutionary Committee,

at a meeting held on August 31 to celebrate the anniversary, said:

"The Soviet revisionist leading clique has always played the
role of number one accomplice of U.S. imperialism in its war of ag-
gression against Vietnam. Facts showed that this clique was a
very dangerous enemy of the Vietnamese people who were fighting to
resist U.S. aggression and save the country."

3. A message from Chairman Mao Tse-tung, Defense Minister Lin Piao end
Premier Chou En-lai sent to Ho Chi-minh on September 1, agasin attacked the So-

viet leaders:

"U.S. imperialism plus Soviet revisionism still cannot save
the U.S. aggressor from his fate of inevitable fallure in Vietnam.
Their arrogant and rabid attempt to redivide the world through mutual
collaboration is meeting stronger and stronger resistance from
the people of all countries. The more U.S. imperialism and Soviet
revisionism gang up with each other, the more clearly the people of
the world will see through them as jackals of the same liar."

4, In July, Cheng Shih-ching, Chairman of the Kiangsi Provincial Revo-
lutionary Committee, gave a speech on Vietnam, reported in a Red Guard news-
paper Tzu-liao Chuan-chi, in which he confirmed that China wanted the Vietnam
war to continue in order to weaken the United States, if necessary at the ex-

pense of the North Vietnamese. He said:

"This war will go on fiercely. With the enlargement of the
war, the U.S. troops in Vietnam have increased continuously. The
United States now spends the sum of more than $30 billion a year
in the war of aggression in Vietnam. This is a spectacular sum of
money."
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1

5. The Chinese leaders' message to Ho Chi-minh on September 1 again
condemned the Paris peace~talks. It said:

"The U.S. imperialist ambition to forcibly occupy the southern
part of Vietnam and divide ... the Vietnamese nation will never
change. To achieve this purpose U.S. imperialism is carrying out
its peace talks scheme in a big way while expanding its war of ag-
gression."

2
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THE CPSU AND WEST EUROPEAN COMMUNISTS:
HOW STRONG ARE THE TIES?

The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovekia took West European Cormunist
parties by surprise. Several party leaders were on vacation when the So-
viet Union marched into Czechoslovakia with four of her allies. The bitter-
ness of the initial CP reactions has been widely reported. However, many
initial statements, the products of skeleton staffs in the various CP head—
quarters were found later to be not quite representative of party unanimity.
Moreover, differences began to develop between the leaders (better aware of
the consequences of Moscow's aggression) and parts of the rank-and-file,
particularly oldsters, still hypnotized by the myth of Soviet infallibility.
Those factions in discord with the anti-Soviet positions of the larger Euro-
pean parties are not very substantial, and in any case their objections are
mostly of little practical conseguence since these factions are firmly
anchored to their parties and to the party organizations. With the excep-—
tion of widow Thorez-Vermeersch in the French CP, there have been few top
level changes within parties, much less defections.

Immediste party reactions of stark condemnation have been modified in
most cases to demands for a return to "normal" by the withdrawal of Soviet
troops from Czechoslovakia. In some cases, parties have indicated a will-
ingness to settle for a "loyal fulfillment" of the Moscow "agreement," which
sanctioned the stationing of Soviet troops in Czechoslovakia. Anti-Soviet
expressions have also been muted, partly as the result of Soviet accusations
that western parties had fallen prey to the "anti-socialist propaganda of
capitalist warmongers." The most recent party declarations have taken on
an almost defensive tone as the leaders attempt to refute the Soviet claims
that they are trying to torpedo socialism and Soviet plans to hold a world
communist summit. A degree of face-saving was permitted the West Europeans
by the reluctant Soviet acknowledgement that stands taken on Czechoslovakia
could not be retracted. However this was coupled with a ferwvent Soviet de-
mand for a halt to further polemics. The demand spotlights the Soviets'
morbid fear of anything that smacks of "participatory democracy."

Even though the West European CP's have avoided a rupture with Moscow
and have joined in making plans for the CP summit conference next spring,
the seeds of alienation are still there. The truly faithful are restricted
to tiny hard-line groups in Portugal, Luxembourg, West Germany, and West
Berlin and to the second-echelon and essentially Stalinist-factions in the
larger parties of Italy, France, Austria, Sweden, Belgium, and Finland.
From the larger parties, and partly as a result of splits within them, has
emerged a small group of outspoken Communists who are calling either openly
or by implication for a rededication and reorganization of the entire Inter-
national Communist Movement. The motives, influence, and vulnerability
to Soviet pressure differ in each case and certainly differ with each
country.
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ITALY: The Italian Communist Party (PCI) is Europe's largest and has
been probably the most united in its condemnations. Party Chief Luigi
Longo, whe had tried to dissuade Moscow from interfering in Czechoslovakia,
flatly declared at the 16-18 October PCI Central Committee meeting that the
Communist movement no longer had "central direction." While Longo's speech
in general is open to interpretation as an attempt to reconcile criticism
of Soviet intervention with a recognition of the Soviets' major role in the
communist camp, he did call for a new action program. Longo proposed an
apertura a destra —-- an opening to the right -- in which the Italian Commu-
nists would join with other dissident groups in Italy to form a sort of
umited protest front.

Essentially the PCI evaluated "Cgechoslovakia' as an act consistent
with current Soviet policy and symptomatic of the harder line being taken
by the Soviet leaders. The precarious state of Luigi Longo's health (at
this writing he is still recovering from a stroke suffered in early November)
opens the question cf how firm will be the PCI line taken by his successor
(or successors). At the two extremes are Giorgio Amendola and Enrico
Berlinguer. Amendola, often referred to as an "old Bolshevik" (although
the Cubans dubbed him a "conservative social democrat'™!), in an attempt to
muffle Longo's criticism of the Soviet invasion, has been playing down
Czechoslovakia and emphasizing domestic issues instead. While perhaps his
attitude is based on considerations of where voter interest lies, it never-
the less coincides with a pro-Soviet approach. It should be noted that the
PCI scored substantial gains in the mid-November local electiomns.

Berlinguer has supported Longo on all issues, especially on the matter
of Czechoslovakia. He has authored strongly-worded articles in Rinascita
guestioning the future of the Communist movement under its current Soviet
Jeadership. Berlinguer was appointed to head the Italian delegation that
went to Moscow on 11 November in a last ditch attempt to get all Soviet
troops out of Czechoslovakia before the PCI would acquiesce to a world Com-
munist conference. He was unsuccessful.

As a result of the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, the basic ques-
tion of party autonomy is on the agenda for the PCI Twelfth Party Congress
to be held in January 1969. The future posture of the PCI may be clearer
after the congress. At the moment it is the relationship of the PCI, as
Europe's largest CP, to the cother parties of Western Europe that is of par-
ticular interest. Both Longo and Berlinguer, and even Amendola, have hinted
at the possibility of a caucus of West European CP's, although such a
development seems stopped for the moment.

FRANCE: The French Communist Party (PCF), Western Europe's second
largest CP, condemned the Soviets and split with Moscow for the first time
in its history. This was presaged by the pre-invasion efforts of the party
chief, Secretary General Waldeck Rochet who, apparently feeling he had made
little impression on Moscow, attempted to convene a West European Communist
party meeting in Prague, a meeting which the Czechs themselves refused.
Following the PCF's immediate condemnation of the USSR, hcowever, the PCF
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was the first to back down as its Central Committee amended its stance to
one which still gave homage to the Soviets as leaders of the Communist camp.
Rochet's complete capitulation came in early November when he went to Mos-
cow and agreed with the Soviets to relegate Czechoslovakia to the finished
business of the past. As one small gesture of independence, however,

Rochet and his delegation made sure they were out of Moscow by the eve of
the 7 November "Great October Revolution" celebrations.

The PCF generally viewed the invasion of Czechoslovakia as a deplor-
able error and as inconsistent with an otherwise correct Soviet policy.
The 21 October Central Committee meeting of the PCF, acknowledged as the
party's first public defense of its own views against Moscow, was also the
occasion to announce the resignation from the PCF Politburc and Central
Committee of Jeannette Thorez-Vermeersch, the 58-year old widow of Maurice
Thorez who was the party's long-time leader until his death in 1964, Ex-
pressing her stand in a long letter that managed to sound more like & widow
with hurt feelings than a hard-line appratchik, Madame Vermeersch said she
was resigning because she believed "the leadership should be in agreement
on all points." It seems likely that she expected other leaders to follow
her, but so far this has not happend.

Principal speakers at the 21 October PCF plenum were Politburo member
Gaston Plissonnier and Waldeck Rochet. Plissonnier's speech was blunt in
its refusal to accept the Soviet "reasons for intervention" and in its in-
sistence that there was no "counterrevolutionary situation" in Czechoslo-
vakia. Rochet's speech was less polemical as he concentrated on justifying
PCF policy and at the same time stressed the need to reinforce PCF-CPSU
solidarity.

The same Central Committee plenum passed a public censure on the out-~
spoken utterances of Politburo member Roger Garaudy, who has been one of
the more enthusiastic admirers of the "Czech experiment." In a short state-
ment before the plenum, Garaudy said he had not changed his ideas, had not
been asked to change them, and had been "justly criticized for violating
party rules on expression of views." Garaudy was not dismissed from his
Politburoc post.

Garaudy, a former intimate of Thorez, has been a communist since 1933
and has recently become somewhat of a maverick by PCF codes of behavior.
A proponent and activist in the movement to promote a Marxist and Christian-
left dialogue on an international scale and a frequent participant in
Church-sponsored seminars on the subject, Garaudy is seen by the PCF as
more personally motivated than moved by party zeal. During the May student
uprisings, Garaudy opposed PCF guidelines by actively supporting the rebel-
lious students. UNor has Garaudy the author pleased the PCF. One book pub-
lished in October 1967, The Chinese Problem (Le Probleme Chinois) was at-
tacked by the Communist press as an affront to Soviet (and PCF) policy as
Garaudy argued that the Soviet polemical approach should be replaced by a
new attitude toward the Chinese. In another book published in April 1968,
Can One Be a Communist Today? (Peut-on Etre Communiste Aujourd'hui?) he
wrote:
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"Contrary to what has become dogma in the Communist movement for a
quarter of a century, ifi no way do the principles of Marxism imply that:

—- & sole party is a condition for the construction of socialism;

—- the Communist Party must be a dictator to the proletariat; or
that

-- the socialist revolution implies the denial of all political
rights to the bourgeoisie once it is deprived of its economic privi-
leges., It has been this way in the Soviet Union -- not for reasons of
principle, but for historic reasons. To canonize these laws as neces-
gary and universal is to substitute the thoughts of Stalin for those
of Lenin."

In denouncing the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia during a 26 August
press conference in Prague, Garaudy closed his comments by praising the
"glorious past" of the CPSU and adding "We forget none of this at a moment
when behavior of the current Soviet leaders has dealt a heavy blow to the
Communist and workers' movement -- especially to their own country and their
own party. What is really at issue 1s a return to Stalinism, in theory and
in practice, on the part of the leaders who wish too gquickly to forget the
Twentieth Congress. To these leaders, we say as Communists: to bring honor
to your party and respectability to the international movement -- get out!"

AUSTRIA: The Communist Party of Austria (KPOe) under the leadership
of its Chairman Franz Muhri, was in the forefront of the critics of the So-
viet Union. By 10 September, as the KPOe official attitude was coming
around to one of accommodation, old-time Communist and KPOe Central Committee
member, 69-year old Ernst Fischer spoke out in the most telling of criticisms
of the Soviets., In a Vienna television interview Fischer rejected the So-
viet "intervention excuses," saying "the much quoted anti-socialist forces
are sitting in the CPSU leadership." Before his TV appearance, Fischer,
with 27 other Communist intellectuals, had published a resclution printed
in the dissident Cormunist magazine Tagebuch (Diary) calling for an over-
throw of the CPSU leadership. Fischer's condemmation went sco far beyond
that of the official KPQOe position that by 12 September, in a speech before
the KPOe Central Committee plenum, Muhri, perhaps reluctantly, had to dis-
claim party sanctioning of Fischer's statements.

In his television appearance, Fischer had endorsed the call for a
Western CP conference in the hopes of exercising a moderating influence on
the Soviets, but he also insisted that if the Soviets did not respond to
the resolutions of such a conference, then the Western CP's should sever
all ties with the CPSU. The last recorded call for such a "mini-summit"
to be heard in advance of the Budapest preparatory meeting of the World
Communist Conference of 18 November came from Franz Muhri when he was inter-
viewed 11 October by Svobodne Slove: "We think an important step would be
a conference of West European Communist parties to solve the basic questions
of relations of Communist parties amongst themselves."
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OTHER PARTIES: Two other outspoken mavericks have been Carl-Henrik
Hermansson in Sweden and Santiago Carillo of the Spanish party. Judging
from his silence following the whopping defeat suffered by the Swedish
Left-Communist Party in the 15 September elections, what motivated Swedish
CP Chairmen Hermansson to be so outspoken was the hope of improving the
image of the Communists in the eyes of the Swedish electorate. Hermansson's
initial statements were the most violent of any Western CP leader as he
demanded the resignation of the CPSU leadership and the recall of the Swed-
ish ambassador from Moscow. He took the first post~invasion initiative in
early September to rally support for a Western CP meeting. Since
15 September, .that initiative has fallen to Austria.

Santiago Carillo, Secretary General of Spain's illegal Communist
Party (PCE), strongly condemned the Soviet action against Czechoslovakia,
though without the attendant publicity given statements from other European
parties. The only previous evidence which might have indicated Santiago
Carillo's probable rejection of the Soviet action comes from s footnote
commentary made by Roger Garaudy in France when he described a (Neuvos
Enfoques a Problemas de Hoy), as "a remarkable analysis." An emotional
interchange between Suslov and the grand old dragon of Spanish communism,
Dolores Ibarruri, is described in the attached article from L'Express.
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L'EXPRESS, Paris
-2-8 September 1968

"Les orphelins
du communisme i

trialisés et occidentaux, clle est primor-
diale, et nous savons que nous ne pour-
fons la résoudre que si nous parvenons

Le¢ Dicu russe est mort; tué par les
grands prétres de son .orthodoxie:
il ne faut pas s'y tromper en
condamnant l'intervention’} soviétique,
la presque unanimité des communistes
occidentaux — conscicmmient ou in-
‘consciemment — pose le double pro-
bltme des causes du crime et des
raisons de la faute. Comme dit un
‘proverbe  bouddhiste cité par - un

- marxiste céldbre: « Quand le doigt

| montre la Lune, I'imbécile regirde le

[ doigt. » . L

. En termes sans doute trop prudents,
un membre du Bureau politique du
‘Parti communiste frangais, M. René
Piquet, donne déjd une des clefs de ce
"« grave désaccord ».! o

« L'attitude que nous avons adoptée
cn ccs circonstances tragiques, dit-il &
< L'Express », n'est pas de Vopportu-
nisme. C'cst pour nous une question de
principe qui-découle de la politique éla-
borée & nos précédents congrés : nous
avons dit clairement, en particulicr, que
dans le cadre d'unc France démocra-
tique, le droit des minorités politiques|
A l'existence et & I'expansion ne saurait
étre remis en cause pourvu que cela
se passc dans le cadre de la légalité. »

Au cceur do Rome. Ol sont, en|
Union soviétique, en Allemagne de
I'Est, cn Bulgarie, ccs minorités poli-
tigues. ¢t ol s'cxprimentelles ? Cest

vant nous, un des dirigeants du Parti
_communiste italien, M. Carlo Galuzzi,
.mcmbre du Burcau politique et
prototype du responsable « nouveau
style ». Le visage fin, la quarantaine, le
cheveu dru et grisonnant, I'élégance
trés péninsulaire, il nous regoit dans
cet immeuble un peu triste de la via
‘delle Botteghe Oscure, au ceeur de
Rome. C'est lui, qui avec Giancarlo
Pajetta, fut chargé d'aller mettre en
garde lcs dirigeants soviétiques contre
une initiative irréparable. L'expé-
rience fut terrible...

.« Llintervention des pays du Pacte
de Varsovie est une erreur tragique,
nous dit-il, mais il n'est pas impossible
'qu'a long terme cette erreur ouvre des
possibilités nouvelles. Il y a, désormais,
un proccssus qu'on ne peut arréter. et
quil faut bien considérer. En cflet,
deux probltmes sont désormais posés :
celui du rapport entre le Parti et I'Etat,
et celui de la démocratie socialiste. 11
n'y a pas de socialisme véritable sans
-démocratic . et la question demeure,

unc idée scmblable que développe, de-|.:

a dépasser la politique des blocs basée
sur les sculs rapports de forces. Sans
quoi, vous savez, on ne sort pas de
cette dialectique, la Gréce ici, la Tché-
coslovaquie la-bas, ' i

-— Mais enfin, I'affaire tchéque ne
pose-t-elle pas le probléme méme de
la vitalité du communisme ?

— Nous ne le pensons pas. Et nous
tenons & préciser que nous ne raison-
nons pas comme Pietro Nenni, qui, lui,
met en cause I'U.R.S.S. en soi en tant
que pays socialiste et affirme qu’il n'y
a plus d'autre lissue que de s’adap-
ter’d la situation capitaliste. Car enfin,
Dubcek n'est ni un social-démocrate ni
un démocrate-chrétien, c'est un commu-
niste. Ceux qui, la-bas, ont résisté et se
sont battus au risque méme de leur
vie, ce sont des communistes. Malheu-
reusement, ils se battent contre d’autres
communistes et c'est cela qui est tra-
gique. »
l.es Marx Brothers,
tragique que le communismae, il y a dix
ans encore, était un et indivisible, Le
plus étonnant n'est peut-&tre pas que

I'on en pleure — et combien de
communistes ont pleuré, le mercredi
21 aolit — mais que peu a peu, on se
mette 4 en rire. « Les Marx Brothers
du Kremlin viennent de nous rejouer
« Soupe au canard », disait un russo-
phile d'hier, et un responsable commu-
niste francais de retour ‘de ce qui fut
La Mecque de soupirer ¢ « C'est le sta-
linisme sans Staline, autant dire
U.N.R. sans de Gaulle, avec Poujade
au pouvoir, »

Rire amer, d'ailleurs, nerveux, dé-
oulant, Car on le sait aujourd’hui dans
outes les directions communistes du
onde : le drame du Kremlin ne tourne
as simplement autour d’un quarteron
‘apparatchiks laudateurs de leur pro-
re médiocrité, de quelques damnés du
erre a terre. Ce qui s'est passé depuis
vril dernier, cette sorte de révolte des
emi-soldes du sous-marxisme, est
rave, terriblement grave. Retour du
talinisme sans doute, mais ce n'est
u'un aspect de la réalité, Toute
éédition de [I'Histoire, disait Marx,
st une caricature, Ce sont les ancicns
omestiques qui réinventent la politique
u maitre,

Le 29 mars dernicr, M. Léonide Brej-
ev pronongait devant les mikitants de
oscou un discours historique articulé

utour de ces trois idées ¢ - :

méme,3i le comfli acluel e résout.
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— Pour sortir de ses convulsions,
il a tendance A chercher une issue dans
la politique d'aventure militaire.

— Stoppé dans ses velléités bellicis-
tes, il recourt alors & la subversion idéo-
logique A l'intéricur des pays socialistes
« cn tablant sur le révisionnisme et
sur les hommes moralement instables ».

Dec cette démonstration découlent
tout naturellement ces « théses » nou-
velles

1) La démocratisation et la tolérance
ne sont plus & I'ordre du jour,

2) La « discipline de fer » au sein
du Parti doit se renforcer.

3) La lutte des classes en régime
socialiste prend un caractére de plus en
plus aigu. 4

4) Les valeurs morales doivent pren-

"dre le pas sur les stimulants matériels.:

Autant de thises stalinicnnes dénon-
cées par le XX* Congrés,

Saveur de sang. On n¢ doit donc
pas s'étonner que, le 10 aoGt dernicr,
tz £omité central soviétique ait adopté
'n long texte théorique, & propos
Gu cenlitme anniversaire ‘de la nais-
sance de Lénine, oli, pour la premigre
fois, on ne trouve aucune référence
au XX* Congrés, et aucune des allu-
sions habituclles aux ¢ déformations
des normes Iéainistes dans la période
¢u culte de la personnalité ».

" FEn revanche, on'y rcléve ce passage,
dont chaquec mot mérite d'étre pesé :
« Lénine ensecignait qu'il fallait envisa-
ger la question de la liberté d'un point
de vue concret. La liberté, pour qui,
pour quoi, pour quelle classe 7 Le déve-
leppement ultérieur de la liberté de l'in-
dividu présume I'éducation de tous les
membres de la société dans uh esprit
'intransigeance envers toutes les attein-
tcs aux normes de la vie en société
socialiste, » Autrement dit, l'acquisition
de 1a liberté ne sera possible que lorsque
chaque citoyen sera prét a en faire le
sacrifice : voild ce que dit aux mili-
tants stupélaits de Rome, de Paris, de
Helsinki le nouveau message de Mos-
cou. L’accepter 7 M. Santiago Carrilio,
le secrétaire général du P.C. espagnol,
qui, plus fortement encore que les au-
tres, a stigmatisé Dintervention russe,
allait-il cxpliquer & ses partisans pour-
chassés qu'il n'était pas conforme a la
purcté idéologique de poser de maniére
pénérale le probleme de la liberté et de
Ia démocratiec ? Cette sorte de pureté-
la, elle a, depuis quelque trente ans,
sur le sol de Castille, une saveur de

sang. L’homme qui a eu le courage de -

dire qu'en Espagnc < la guerre était
finie » allait-il- accepter que cela ne
soit plus vrai & Prague ?

On vit alors, fantome blanchi par la

douleuApprlbxﬁedéFﬁﬁ‘Re?éa%“Zﬂg’Sl 08/1

des ombres résignées, surgir de son his-

toire Dolorés Ibarruri, la Pasionaria.
Et elle, vicille femme voltée par qua-
rante ans de discipline, vivant & Mos-
cou, se planta devant les membres du

- Comité central soviétique et leur langa

son second refus en un demi-siecle :
« Vous ne passcrez pas non plus... »

Condamnée, Sans doute, ce fut une
déchirure. En France, il a manqué une
voix a la direction du Parti, celle de
Mme Jeannette Vermeersch, la femme
de Maurice Thorez, pour condamner

« 'occupant », De vicux militants dans-

les usines se sont sentis tout i coup
orphelins & un 4ge ol on nc se refait
pas une famille, « Mais enfin, ont-ils
dit, si I'U.R.S.S. a pris un tel risque, si
elle a accepté d’étre ainsi condamnée,
calomniée, isolée, c’est vraiment qu'elle
devait avoir de bonnes raisons. » Ils
l'ont dit au cours de réunions fédérales
et ils ont été sifflés. Ils ne reconnais-
saient pas non plus leurs enfants. A
Vienne, il a fallu une nuit de débat a la
direction du P.C. autrichien pour choi-
sir le refus : six de ses membres ont
voté contre. .

Le chef du Parti suisse du travail,
M. Edgar Woog, un vieil homme aux
cheveux blancs qui marche en s'ap-
puyant sur une canne, a eu cette ré-
flexion : « Depuis vingt ans, I'essentiel
de notre travail consistc a tenter dec
limiter les déphts causés & notre Parti
par les actions dcs pays socialistes. Nous
sommes vraiment fatigués de cette
Jutte, » '

En Finlande, nous dit notre corres-
pondant & Helsinki, le P.C., qui re-
présente 22 % des suffrages et
dispose dc 42 sidges sur 200 a la
Chambre, se préparait a féter son
anniversaire sur le théme «Le jour
de la démocratie », 1l a préféré annu-
ler les festivités et renvoyer chez eux
les délégués russes, qui étaient déja
arrivés, Pour lui, scul parti européen a
participer & un gouverncment de coa-
lition, condamner Moscou avait unc
double signification : sauver cette cx-
périence unique en collant aux autres
formations de gauche et renoucr avee
le sentiment national d'unc petite
nation limitrophe de la Russie, qui,
en dautres temps, ne fut pas a
Pabri des incursions « stratégiques ».

La III" Internationale a définitive-
ment vécu. Un empire idéologique, un
des plus impressionnants que e monde
ait connus, se désagrége. I1 n'y aura
pas de conférence au sommet des Partis
communistes & Moscou.

Sur une mappemonde. Mais s’agit-
il de constater une faillite ou une

erreur 7 Beaucoup, aujourd'hui, se.

souviennent de [lavertissement que

en 1956. M. Nikita Krouchtchev venait
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de révéler que Staline était un fou,
un criminel, un mégalomane qui, pen-
dant la Seconde Guerre mondiale,
faisait de la stratégie sur une mappe-
monde d'écolier : « Attention, déclara
Togliatti, cette maniére de déstali-
niser est stalinienne. Il s’agit moins
de savoir si Staline était fou que
d'étudier et de rechercher les défauts
d’'un systéme qui a pu conduire A de
telles monstruosités. »

Le probléme -est de nouveau posé.
‘Les communistes frangais, par exemple,

t croicnt qu'il est possible de définir un

modeéle de socialisme propre aux
sociétés européennes occidentales, sans
soumettre i une critique de fond le
modele « déformé » de socialisme qui

a cours en Union soviétique, Pas d'im-*

mixtion | Mais la Russic est une trop
grande puissance pour qu'il soit réaliste
de la mettre entre parenthéses, et la
crédibilité du socialisme, non plus,
n'est pas isolable d'un ensemble.

Pétard littéraire, M. Roger Garau-

-dy, philosophe communiste, membre -

.du Bureau politique du P.C., a lancé
‘aux responsables du Parti soviétique :,
.« Allez-vous-cn | » Il a été blamé pour
"avoir dit tout haut ce que d’aucuns
ipensent tout bas. En nous recevant
‘dans sa maison de ‘Chenneviéres, non
-loin de la Marne, ol il mitonne quel-
:que nouveau pétard littéraire, il nous
. a déclaré : « Je préfére ne pas relancer
‘la polémique. »
" Mais il a accepté de définir ce qui,
a4 ses yeux, représentalt, pour le nou-
vecau socialisme, la formule tchéque:
.« Nous nous trouvons, dit-il, devant
. une contradiction entre les exigences
du développement propre & la. Tchéco-
slovaquic et une organisation économi-
que acquise sur un pays qui avait dd
passer d'un capitalisme arriéré au
‘socialisme. Les formes centralisées et
bureaucratiques de la direction poli-
tique du pays comme de la gestion
économique avaient provoqué de graves
déformations de l'appareil d’Etat et le
recours a des ¢ méthodes seigneu-
riales » au sein du Parti. « Le mérite
principal de Dubcek est d’avoir compris
que ne pas entreprendre les corrections
indispensables, c'était discréditer le
socialisme, en donner une image cari-
‘caturale et le vouer au mépris ou a
P'indifférence des masses populaires, en
Tchécoslovaquie ou ailleurs. Il s’agis-
sait donc de créer les conditions d'une
participation active des masses dans
tous les secteurs de la vie du pays
sans que le Parti se substitue a la classe
ouvridre. Cela ne constitue nullement
un retour & une démocratie bourgeoise
formelle et, en cela, les Tchéques nous

»

rendu au socialisme son visage hu-
main. » .
Au Pére-Lachaise. En est-ce fini
de cet espoir? La force de la Russie
en tant qu'Etat-guide était d'exister.
Le socialisme cessait d'étre un mythe -
enterré au Peére-Lachaise au pied du
Mur des Fédérés, Il devenait concret

Le socialisme démocratique, lui,

In'oxlnte pas. NI & Cuba, ni en Chino,

ni en Roumanic. Scule, d'ailleurs, &
PEst, la Tchécoslovaquic avait lIcs
moyens matéricls de construire cette
forme de socialisme « libertaire »
adaptée a I'époque de la révolution
technologique. Plus encore que l'idée
abstraitc de liberté, c'était cela qui
était important pour le « modele

t n L . »
occidental », c'est-a-dire pour la socia-

lisation de la société dite de consom-
mation.

C'est & Prague, d'ailleurs, qu'un
sociologue marxiste nommé Rodovan
Richta a tenté pour la premidre fois
de dégager ce que pourrait étre la
forme « humaine » et « socialiste » de
la révolution technologique. « Stade ou
le développement de I'homme lui-
méme devient le moyen le plus efficace
de faire croitre les forces productives. »
« Le but d’'un tel projet, écrit-il, est
non pas de cultiver un homme d’un
type déterminé, mais d'éduquer en
chaque homme un éducateur de soi-
méme, ce «ui suppose :une entitre
liberté de mouvement et d'informa-
tion, »

Ces propos, aujourd’hui, prennent
une signification bien amére.

Logique infernale.. Avant le coup
de Prague, on pouvait expérimenter
une voie nouvelle. Désormais, il faut
totalement la réinventer et les com-
munistes ne peuvent espérer y par-
venir seuls. « D'ailleurs, disait 1'un
d’eux — dirigeant important — nous
sommes peut-étre parvenus 3 un stade
ol nous devons dépasser le commu-
nisme tel que nous l'avons congu.
Comme il y a cinquante ans, le com-
munisme a dépassé I'héritage social-
démocrate. »

C’est ce que pense également un
homme comme M. Ricardo Lombardi,
leader de la gauche du Parti socialiste
unifié italien, que nous avons inter-
rogé 4 Rome: « A notre avis, ajoute-
t-il, le drame tchéque ne dément pas
la possibilité d’une démocratie socia-
liste, mais il montre qu'il existe une
situation internationale qui I'empéche
de se développer. Pour l'instant, chez
nous, les partisans du renforcement du
Pacte. atlantique tirent argument de
cette tragédie. Mais c'est une logique
infernale. On_ s'apercevra vite, au
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, .la politique des blocs et la constitu-
3' tion d'une Europe émancipée des
- entreprises russes et américaines
offrent une issue, et que le progrés est
4 ce prix. Il serait également urgent
) de régler le probléme allemand. qui
— on le voit — devient l'alibi de
i tous les conservatismes. »

Pour des hommes comme MM. Wal-
deck Rochet, Luigi Longo, Nicolas
Ceaucescu, I'Union soviétique était
sacrée. Ils l'ont désacralisée. Les
schismes naissent toujours d'un blas-
phéme. JIEAN-FRANCOIS KAHN B
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CZECH EXPERIENCE CRUCIAL TO FUTURE OF COMMUNISM

[Article signed J.-F,.K.; Paris, L'Express, French, 28 October-
3 November 1968, pp 16-17]

Why Do the Young Choose Che Guevara?

. "If you want socialism. to offer an attractive image
to young people again, you must denounce the leaders who govern
the Kremlin today, who have 'failed'." -

Failed: the word was used by Mr., Roger Garaudy at the

last session of the Central Committee of the French Communist

Party. And no one whistled, booed or stamped his feet. 1In

two months, what was blasphemy has become commonplace, Today
in Rome, Helsinki and Vienna , as in Paris, the question asked
is no longer: "How far do we go with the Russians?" but rather
this one: '"Why socialism?" .

A new Moscow agreement has been signed. The Soviet
soldiers will remain in Czechoslovakia and Mr. Alexandre Dubcek
will have a reprieve only on condition that he be his own
jailer. "The hope of an immediate triumph for an attractive
and democratic socialism has evaporated," we are told, with
infinite sadness by Ernst Fischer, one of the best known Marx-
ist philosophers in the world, former Secretary of State for
Culture in Vienna, and a member of the Central Committee of the
Austrian Communist Party, the "local Garaudy."

"What did the news of the Russian intervention in Pfague
mean for you?'"

"At the time I was writing a book in a little Styrian
valley, in complete peacde. At 7 in the morning on 21 August
my wife entered my room, her face distraught and her hands

- 'trembling with emotion. She was carrying a transistor radio.

MAm I losing my mind?" she cried. "You listen; then =- it - - -
isn't possible." And in fact, we then heard the news of the
intervention., I was stupefied, aghast, terrified. Two days
later I made the statement to the Central Committee of my Party
that this was not only an error, but a crime as well.

. Then, ignoring the rising protests from the ranks of
their friends, the Soviets increased their pressure, week after
week, On 27 September, in Budapest, the main communist parties

‘met again, with the Soviets present, to finalize arrangements

for the coming summit talks planned in Moscow. Mr., Boris

- Ponomarev, the Russian representative, set aside all criticisms,

arguing the danger of a third world war which necessitated
"strategic precautions," and to those who expressed their con-
cern he replied: "I do not see why what is happening in
Czechoslovakia should prevent us from further tightening our
ranks in order to cope with the German determination for revenge,
as well as the American aggression against Vietnam and in the
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In fact, behind this apparent relaxation, there is

Y

something more serious: the Russian leaders, from experience, “

"‘believe in the efficacy of steady efforts behind the scenes,

and they had begun an internal effort to recoup within the pro-
‘testing communist parties. The Jeannette Vermeersch affair

'(see the section on France) is but one example. In Italy, a
special propaganda effort aimed at the communist federations

iin Emilia is ovident. In Finland, when the communist party ,
‘leadership condemned the invasion, the local organization in '
the port of Turku approved it enthusiastically., Pravda chose

to note only the stand of this particular group. “Mr. Arvid

Pelche, a Lett member of the Political Bureau of the Soviet
Communist Party, went to Helsinki where he tried to win the

support of the former leader of the Finnish party, Mr. Aimo
Aaltonen, who has close links with Moscow, against the current

and more independent president, Mr. Aarne Saarinen. These

divisive maneuvers certainly did not increase the ranks of the
Finnish Communist Party, which suffered a veritable catastrophe
during the municipal elections.

Another example: while the Secretary General of the
.wedish Communist Party, Mr. Carl-Henrik Hermansson, sharply
condemned the Soviet undertaking, a party daily published in
Lulea, the Norskens Flamman, continued to express approval of
the Russian line. Immediately, Moscow pretended to regard
Mr. Hermansson as the head '"of a revisionist group" and the
Moscow radio described him as a "yociferous hothead."

As if tiat were not enough, the East Berlin journal
Neues Deutschland reported that his wife inherited a fortune
totalling some half a million crowns.'" A strange prelude to an
election campaign. The Swedish communists, who hoped for a
triumph, collapsed, and found themselves with three deputies
instead of eight. More dramatic still: the Greek Communist
Party has gone to pieces and the USSR is manipulating foreign
"jeadership" headed by Mr. Kostas Koliyannis, who, naturally,
approved of the Prague affair. It took indignant letters from -~
thousands of communists locked up in the Laros Prison -- includ-
ing Manolis Glezos, the man who during the war tore the Nazi
flag down from the Acropolis -- to make it clear that this

Mleadership'" meant nothing.
P

Thus far, the major Russian maneuvers have failed. And
the chance that they will prove fruitless is the greater since
the problem of approval or condemnation is a thing of the past.
The fact of which the West has become aware is the dramatic
absence of a model of socialism in which one could simply be-
lieve in a society entering into the era of technological revo-

‘lution,

"The young people," Ermst Fischer tells us further,
wyant to leave the old formulas behind. Neither the Catholic
hierarchy nor that of Moscow, with their old ways of thinking,

can exert any appeal for them, This is why they elect Che
y, I believe in communisnm,

Guevara Ma se-tung. Personall
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® . di MENU MON!CE (PCI Objects to Soviet Pressures)

POMA. —Ta radice del male & In via delle pagandistico contro il PCI che i rovescia, |
i Botteghe Oscure. Bisogna estirparla, an- unitamente a quello distribuito dalle amba-'

che a.costo di gravi lacerazioni, prima che sciate sovietica e polacca a Roma e dall'a-
sia troppo tardi». Questa frase, deita a genzia Novosti, sulle sezioni periferiche e
Mosca da un esponente sovietico, ha segna- sulle case dei militanti di base. L’Unione
to Vinizio dell’offensiva decisiva contro il Sovietica, dopo aver praticamente liquida-
"PCI. L’autunno si annuncia per il partito to il nuovo corso cecoslovacco, & decisa 2
_comunista italiano gravido di incognite. Nu- farla finita con gli eretici italiani. Gli uomini
bi tempestose si addensano sul suo oriz- al vertice del PCI ne sono convinti. Essi san-
zonte. Sono hubi che arrivano, insieme a no che novembre sara il mese della verita;
lettere e opuscoli anonimi, da Dresda, da la data cruciale & il 17, quandc a Budapest si
Varsdvia, da Berlino Est, dai paesi del Patto riunirad la conferenza preparatoria del con-

di Varsavia; una valanga di materiale pro- gresso dei partiti comunisti voluto da"Mosca.

' E' possibile che per quell’epoca

_-il Cremlino sia riuscito definitiva-

mente a domare l'eresia di Praga
e che Bilak e Indra o un qualsiasi
altro uomo di paglia abbiano so-
stituito Dubcek e compagni nella
stanza dei bottoni. In tal caso, i di-
rigenti comunisti italiani si trove-
ranno ad affrontare l'ultima of-
fensiva dei "carristi” praticamen-

te con le spalle al muro. Essi san- stalinista. Bisogna dire subito che

tervento di Donini & stato pil che
altro uno' sfogo. Quello di Sec-
chia, e soprattutto quello di D'O-
‘nofrio, hanno ben altro significa-
{0, perché dietro di essi c'¢ un
piano politico a lungo respiro.
Edoardo D’Onofrio oggi vuole
essere linterprete dell’ondata di
icritiche proveniente dalla base

no fin d’ora che Mosca & pronta & ha le carte perfettamente in rego-

tutto, anche all'ultimatum, alla
rottura, alla scomunica,
spegnere il focolaio di infezione.
che si annida in via delle Botte-
ghe Oscure. E che al partito non
sara lasciata che un’alternativa:
o cedere ignominiosamente oppu-
re esporsi a una lacerazione la cui
entita e le cul conseguenze appaio-
no, in questo momento, impreve-
dibili srettlte , -

rale di sabato 19 ottobre, rude

la per pretendere a questa leader-

ur di ghip, Il suo filosovietismo non &

lur} atteggiamento intellettuale, ma
un istinto di fondo. Il suo passa-
to di comunista, di militante che
ha conosciuto il carcere e ha-pas-
‘sato lunghi anni in esilio a Mosca

& ineccepibile. D’Onofrio non ha

mal nascosto, anche nei momenti
piu difficili (come all'epoca del-
'Ungheria), la sua incrollabile fe-

F GIT interventi al Comitato éenj delts all’Unione Sovietica. Egli ha

mente esplicito quello di D’Ono-
frio, piti sfumato ma forse pia
insidioso quello di Secchia, rifiet-
tono indubbiamente una situazio-
ne che essi ben conoscono e che
da tempo . seguono con attenzio-
ne. FPorse saranno gquesti due uo-
mini a far esplodere ufficialmente
la crisi e a indicare che la concla-
mata unita del gruppo dirigente
comunista italiano non esiste piu.

Anche Donini aveva espresso ri-
serve, come si & detto, al penulti-
mo Comitato centrale. Ma Donini

sempre detto apertamente di non
condividere i dubbi e le perples-
sita di molti compagni della di-
rezione del partito (anche dei piu
prestigiosi, come Palmiro Togliat-
ti), ma respinge l'epiteto di car-
rista. Tuttavia non appena seppe
che la direzione del PCI aveva
condannato l'intervento sovietico
in Cecoslovacchia (in quel mo-

difficile fare proseliti anche tra i
gruppl dissidenti di tipo maoista,
guevarista, marc::siano, € tra tut-
ti gli scontenti che si richiamano
alle origini rivoluzionarie e ope-
'ajste del partito.. —
L4 [
T Ma i sintomi della crisi immi-
inente e gravissima che sovrasta
il PCI non si limitano agli inter-
venti di Secchia e D’Onofrio all'ul-
tico Comitato ‘centrale del PCI.
Abbiamo parlato dell’alluvione
propagandistica di provenienza
polacca, tedesco-orientale e sovie-
tica, da cui sono sommerse le or-
ganizzazioni periferiche del par-
tito e molti compagni. Si tratta
i ; di bollettini, di lettere
aperte e di opuscoli anonimi in
lcui si attaccano i dirigenti ceco-
slovacchi e, indirettamente, colo-
Iro che 1i appoggiano. Il flusso di
tale materiale si & talmente inten-
icificato nelle ultime settimane che
recentemente “1'Unita” ha dovuto
pubblicare un corsivo per mette-
re sull’avviso i compagni e per
denunciare questi “metodi inam-
missibili”. Particolare rilievo, in
guesto martellamento propagan-
distico, hanno avuto una serie. di
lettere aperte ai compagni, in cui

mento si trovava in Bulgaria), in- g; b
vid una lettera di protesta a 81 depuncia }g%lentemente la poli-

Longo.

A questl mezzi di pressione se

OGGI D’Onofrio & convinto che nwe aggiunto, ultimamente, un &l-

 D'Onofrio & un vecchio militante

* amoora InfeRie, IR IBRBRICASS pensinmiy slkiplemnp FBOrAREAR)

sig giunto il momento per far ;.5 pen pit : : .
: pit gravido di conseguen-
sentire la sua voce. Sa bene che 1alze. T noto° che il Cremlino ha

base non condivide la posizione gia cominciato a tagliare i viveri

del gruppo dirigente del PCI nei .
e B el URSS ed & evidente &1 FCF, fin0 a due mess fa consi-
derato i1 pil1 ortodosso dei partiti

che ambisce a diventare il leader ot ; - :
di questo dissenso. Un dissenso comunisti occidentali. Questa mi-
che per il momento & spontaneo sura di rappresaglia per la "ripro-
me che nulla impedisce possa es. vazione” dell'intervento sovietico
sere trasformato in frazionef or- I Cecoslovacchia, manifestata

mente dai comunisti fran-

opubblica ] -
4600320A%4s0 in crisi i vari enti
controllati dal PCF e che viveva-

non & mai stato un uomo di verti-
ce; un intellettuale, piu legato al
Cremlino che a via delle Botte-
" ghe Oscure, ma senza alcun se-
guito. Con Secchia e D'Onofrio la
cosa & diversa: Secg::i-a%-stata_‘l,i_-
ce segretario del partito, il nu-
mero due subito dopo Togliatti;

partito, pe

_ Lufficio ,q'uadri del PCI, cioé 1'0 r: solo, ha molti amici e non gli sara




¢ sugli scambi con I’'Unione So
iptica (1'Interagra, per qsemplo
pecializzato nel commercio cere
licolo; o il CDLP, che aveva il mQ
nopolio delle pubblicazionl SOVI€

tiche).

A sanzione moscovita ha ag]:
A3 na situazione finanzia{
ia' gia-Precaria, per cui il proble
a di Waldeck Rochet & ora d} |
rovare un compromesso con Mo
sca che gll consenta di evitare i L

I

hovembre, se il PCI non si alli-
,}eerh. - o~ "~

ntisovietico tra i burocrati degli
pparati, il cui personale, a causa
el ricatto finanziario moscovita,

minacciato di falcidia. « Ecco,
ompagni, appena mostriamo un
o' di indipendenza, ci vogliono
iegare per fame ». Questo ricat-
o della fame, a dire il vero, non

stato ancora messo in atto da-
Mosca. Ma tutto lascia prevedere
rhe lo sara fatalmente dopo il 17

- .

peggio, cioé la bancarotta. Un sint
tomo di questa incipiente dispo-

ibilita al compromesso del PCF
2 il contentino offerto ai sovieti-
ci con il "biasimo” inflitto a Ro-
oer Garaudy, leader della corren-
te filocecoslovacca del partito. An.

he la soppressione, ufficialmente.,|"

ttriouita a motivi. finanziari, del-
a rivista "Democratie Nouvelle”,
simpatizzante per la causa di Pra-
ra, potrebbe rispondere al mede-
im0 scope. Corre voce, & questo
yropacsito, che sarebbe minaccia-
i i'esistenza anche di "Lettres
"rancaises”, diretta da Aragon,
che ha condannato lintervento
sovietico con esirema violenza.
lcormunque, a tutte queste pressio-
ni sul piano tfinznziario, va ora
aggiunto il ricattc wolitico costi-
{uito dalle dimissioni dal partito
4di Jeannette Vermeersch, vedova
di Maurice Thorez e portabandie-
ra della corrente dei filosovietici
"meondizionali”. |

' avidente che si tratta anche,
nel caso francese, di sintomi pil
che inquietanti: e infatti non han-
no mancato di allarmare profon-
damentie i responsabili delle fi-
nanze del PCI e in particolare gii
amministrateri dell’organo del
nurtito, L'eventualita che Mosca
tzeli i viveri anche al PCL avreb-
ba conseguenze gravissime, se si
pensa che gia qualche anno fa si
pariava di sopprimere l'edizione
romana dell’ "Unita”. Se il PCI
non si pieghera a un compromes-
so & ormai cerio che I'edizione ro-
mana verra soppressa e ridotto il
numero delle pagine del settima-
nale "Rinascita’”’. Questi allarmi
si possono cogliere negli inter-
venti al Comitato centrale di
Anelito Barontini e i Luciano
Barca, che hanno insistito sulla
necessita che il partito si mobili-
ti per far fronteé alle esigenze eco-
nomiclie. L'appello al partito, in
realth, aveva anche un altro sco-
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Mme Jeanneite Thorez-Vermeersch

po, oltreAppetvediFgoRBiéuEe 2
| favore delle finanze esauste: e Cloe

suscitare un certo risentquenbo

Née le 26 movembre 1810 @
Lille, Lucie Marie dite Jean-
nette Vermeersch a douze ans
lorsqu’elle enitre comme tisse-
rande dans une usine de tex-
tiles du Nord, elle a diz-huib
ans lorsqu’elle adhére au partt
communiste ; elle en a vingl-
irois lorsqu’elle rencontre, au
ours d'un meeting de la feu-
nesse communiste, Maurice
T’horez, qui est depuis trois ang -
ecrétaire général du parti
rommuniste. Devenue sa com-

t en 13946, et Uépouse en 1947.

_ Membre du secréleriat des
eunesses communistes du Nord

(1930-1931), puis ae iz commis-

ion nalionale des jeunes sy~ -
iqués de la C.G.T.U. (1931-
932, elle accdde au bureay na~
ional des jeunesses commu-
istes, ol elle siége de 1932

1934. De 1935 a 1939 elle
onde puls dirige avec Danielle
‘asanova el Marie -Claude
Vaillant-Couturier « UUnion

‘Hes feunes filles de France ».

ii. Roger

-dente. La mdladie et U'absence
. du secrétaire général, dont elle

 direction du P.C.F. et au nom

- torité, Fameéne @ intervenir, non

guerre mondiale, qu'elle pass
en U.R.S.S., elle entre en 194
au comité central du P.C.F.
qui Pélira en 1850 membre di
bureau politique du parti. A
sein de la direction elle adopt
souvent des positions intran-
sigeantes, notamment au mo-
ment des manifestations anti-
américaines de 1952 et de now-
veau aprés le XX° congrés,
préconisant alors une désta-
linisalion trés lente et . pru-

est Pagent de liaison avec la
duquel elle s'exprime avec au-

sans se heurter parfois avec tel
ou tel dirigeant, dans le ré-
glement des successives « af-
faires » Tillon, Marty, Lecoeur
qui secouent entre 1950 el 1956
Pétat-major du parti.
Membre des deuxr Assemblées
constituantes (1945-1946), puis
député de la Scine de. 1946 @
1959, elle sidge ensuite au Sénat
d’avril 1959 fusqu'au 22 sep-
tembre 1968, date- & laquelle
£lle ne sollicite pas le renou=

Garaudy

Né a Marseille le 17 jutllet
f913, M. Roger Garaudy' est
hgrégé de philosophie el doc-
eur és lettres.

Aprés trente mois d'interne-
Inent dans un camp de concen-
ration allemand, il regagne la
France. Député du Tarn aux
Leux Assemblées constituantes
1945-1946), il est élu membre
fe la premiére Assemblée
hationale, mais ne conserve pas
on mandat le 17 juin 1951. Ii
retrouve en 1956 comme dé-
uté de la Seine. Vice-prési-
ent de I'Assemblée nalionale
e 1956 ¢ 1958, il sidge ensuite
u Sénat d’avril 1959 & novem-
re 1962, date & laquelle il
bandonne son mandat pour se
onsacrer ¢ la {milosophie, qu'il
¢nseigne actuellement a la fa-
bulté des lettres de Poiliers. ’
Membre du P.C.F. depuis

_bureau politique de 1956 @ 1961

1933, il entre au comité cenira
en 1945. Membre suppléant di

il y siége 4 « part entiére
depuis lors.

Directeur des « Cahiers d
communisme » et du Centr'a
d'études et de recherche
marxistes (C.E.R.M.), il est l'au-
teur de plusieurs livres parmdi
lesquels, 'Humanisme marxiste
De I'anathéme au dialogue
Marxisme du vingtiéme siecle
Il a publié tout récemment
Prague 1968 : la liberté en sur4
sis (voir le Monde des 6-7 oc+
tobre) et vient de faire parai-

. tre, Pour un modele francalg-

du soclallsme (voir le Mond
du 16 octobre). v

M. Roger Garaudy est do
teur 23 sciences de Ulnsititul d
philosophie de lAcadémie de
sciences d’'U.RS.S.- -
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BXCERPTS FROM
L'ESPRESSO, Rome
27 October 1968

(PCI Objects to Soviet Pressures)
by Mino Monicelli

"The roots of evil lie in via delle Botteghe Oscure [Italian
Communist Party headquarters.] Even at the cost of a serious mutila-
tion it must be eradicated before it is too late." This statement,
which was made in Moscow by a Soviet leader, marked the beginning of
the decisive offensive against the Italian Communist Party [PCI].
Autumn promises to be fraught with unknown factors for the PCI.

Stormy clouds are gathering on the horizon. They are clouds which are
moving in along with anonymous letters and pamphlets from Dresden,
Warsaw, Bast Berlin, and the Warsaw Pact countries. They form an
avalanche of propagands against the PCI which, together with the ma-
terial distributed by the Soviet and Polish Embassies in Rome and by
the USSR Novosty news agency, is spilling onto the regional sections
and the houses of the rank and file militants. After having practi-
cally liquidated the new Czechoslovak leadership, the Soviet Union is
determined to get rid of the Italian heretics. The top PCI leaders
are convinced of this. They know that November will be the month of
truth; the crucial date is 17 November when the conference preparatory
to the Congress of the Communist Parties called by Moscow will be held
in Budapest.

It is possible that by that time the Kremlin will definitely have
succeeded in controlling the Prague heresy and that Bilak and Indra
or any other stray puppet will have replaced Dubcek and his comrades
in the push button room. In that case, the Italian communist leaders
will have to face the final offensive of the "tank drivers" [carristi]
with their backs practically to the wall. They already know that
Moscow is ready for anything, even an ultimatum, excommunication, or
a break, as long as it can destroy the hotbed of infection which is
lodged in via delle Botteghe Oscure, and that the party will only
have one alternative: either to surrender shamefully or to expose
itself to mutilation, the importance and consequences of which are
unpredictable at this time....

The statements uttered at the Central Committee on Saturday,
19 October -- an outright explicit one by D'Onofrio, and the more
toned down, but perhaps more insidious one by Secchia -- undoubtedly
reflect a situation with which they are well acquainted and which they
have been closely following for some time. Perhaps it will be these
two men who will officially bring about the explosion of the crisis
and point out that the proclaimed unity of the Italian communist gov-
erning group no longer exists.
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Donini had also voiced his reservations, as it was said, at the
last but one Central Committee meeting, but Donini never has been a
summit man. He is an intellectual, with greater ties to the Kremlin
that to via delle Botteghe Oscure, but without any following. In the
case of Secchia and D'Oncfrio the situation is different: Secchia
has been deputy secretary of the party, the number two man immediately
after Togliatti; D'Onofrioc is an old, still influential militant. A
former member of the secretariat, for years he directed the PCI cadres
office, that is, the Russian inquisition organ, Donini's speech was
a matter of letting off steam more than anything else.

The speech by Secchia, and particularly that of D'Onofrio, assume
quite a different meaning because behind them lies a long-term politi-
cal plan.

Edoardo D'Onofrio wculd now like to be the interpreter of the wave
of criticism coming from the Stalinist rank and file. It must be said
that his papers are in perfect order for seeking this leadership. His
pro-Soviet stand is not an irntellectual stance, but a basic instinct.
His Communist past, as a militant who has been in jail and who has
spent many years in exile in Moscow, 1s unimpeachable. D'Onofrio never
did hide, even at the most difficult moments (such as during the Hungar-
ian events) his unshakable loyalty to the Soviet Union. He has always
openly said that he does not share the doubts and the perplexities of
many of his comrades in the party leadership (even those with the great-
est prestige, such as Palmirc Togliatti), but he rejects the attribute
of "Tank Driver." However, as soon as he learned that the PCI leader-
ship had condemned the Scviet intervention in Czechoslovakia (he was
in Bulgaria at the time), he sent a protest letter to Longo.

Today D'Onofrio is conwvinced that the time has come to make his
voice heard. He is well aware that the rank and file do not share the
PCI leadership's stand with regard to the USSR, and it is obvious that
he would like to become the leader of this dissenting group. It is a
dissention which for the time being is spontaneous, but which nothing
prevents from becoming an organized faction inside the party (for the
time being) because D'Onofric is not alcne. He has many friends and it
would not be difficult for him to proselytise among the Mao, Guevara,
Marcuse type dissidents and among all the malcontents who recall the
revolutionary and working class origins of the party....

However, the signs of the imminent and very grave crisis which
threatens the PCI are not restricted to the statements read by Secchia
and D'Onofrio at the latest PCI Central Committee meeting. We have
referred to the floocd of propaganda from Polish, East German, and
Scviet sources in which the party's regional organizations and many
comrades are being immersed. They are kinds of bulletins, open letters,
and anonymous pamphlets in which the Czechoslovak leaders are attacked,
and indirectly those who support them. The influx of such material has
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in recent weeks increased to such an extent that of late L'UNITA had to
issue an article warning its comrades and to denounce these "inadmissable
methods.” In this propaganda pounding, of particular importance was a

series of open letters to the comrades violently denouncing Longo's policy.

To these forms of pressure another more fraught with consequences
has been recently added. It is well known that the Kremlin has already
begun to cut off its subsidies to the French Communist Party, which until
two months ago was considered the most orthodox of western communist
parties. This measure of reprisal for "reproaching'" the Soviet interven-
tion in Czechoslovakia, which was publicly reported by the French commu-
nistg, has created a crisis inside several enterprises controlled by
the French Communist Party whose existence depended on exchanges with
the Soviet Union (for example the Interagra, which specialized in the
trade of grain products, or the CDLP |[Centre de Diffusion du Livre et
de la Press] which had a monopoly on Soviet publications.

The Moscow sanctions have aggravated an already precarious financial
situation as a result of which Waldeck Rochet is now faced with the prob-
lem of reaching a compromise with Moscow which will allow him to avoid
the worst, that is, bankruptcy. A sign of this incipient availability
for a compromise on the part of the French Communist Party is the ap-
peasement offered to the Soviets with the "censure" of Roger Garaudy,
the leader of the party's pro-Czechoslovak faction. The suppression,
officially attributed to financial motives, of the journal Democratie
Nouvelle, which backs the Prague cuase, might serve the same purpose.
There is a rumor in this connection that the existence of Lettres
Francaises, directed by Aragon, who issued an extremely violent condem-
nation of the Soviet intervention, is also threatened. In any case, to
all these financial pressures is now added the political blackmail of the
resignation from the party by Jeannette Vermeersch, Maurice Thorez'
widow and the standardbearer of the "unconditional" pro-Soviet faction.

It is obvious that in the case of the French Communist Party, it is
a matter of signs that are more than disquieting and, in fact, they have
not falled to deeply alarm those responsible for the PCI's financial
situation, particularly the administrators of the party organ. The
possibility that Moscow might cut off its subsidy to the PCI would also
have grave consequences, if one remembers that already several years
ago there was talk of abolishing the Rome edition of L'Unita. If the
PCI does not yield to a compromise, it is certain that the Rome edition
will be abolished and the number of the pages in the Weekly Rinascita
reduced. The alarm created by these possibilities can be seen from the
Central Committee speeches Anelito Barontini and Luciano Barca who em-
phasized that the party must mobilize in order to meet the economic de-
mands. Actually, the appeal to the party also had a purpose other than
that of mobilizing it in favor of the exhausted funds and that was to
arouse a certain anti-Soviet resentment among the bureaucrats of the
apparati whose personnel are threatened by having their salaries cut as
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a result of Moscow's finaneial blackmail. "So, comrades, no sooner

had we displayed a little independence, than they want to starve us to

our knees. To tell the truth, Moscow has not yet put this blackmail by
starvation into practice, but there is every reason to believe that it

will inevitable after 17 November, if the PCI does not fall into line....
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La relazione del compagnro Nexifen el

Comiilaio Conirale e alla CGEGC apre il
- Cibattite sul decumento ﬁ@ﬁ“@g@%f.ﬁ'@ﬁ.

clel X Comgresso

T e,

Diamo qui di scguuo un ampio re-
goconto del rapporto svolto dal com-
pagno Alessandro Nalta al Comitato
Centrale.

In questa sessione del CC e del

ila CCC dobbiamo decidere sulia ;
convocazione del XII congresso del .
partito per il quale proponiamo la ;

data del 26 pennaio e la sede di
Bologna. La direzione ha prepara-
to un progetto di documente po-
litico che occorre ora discutere e
definire e che dovrd quindi costi-
tuire la platmforma del congresso.

I segni dei temipi indicano gran-

di e sconvolgenti avvenimenti. Una .

crisl, in complesso di ribellioni e
ai scontri — ultimo quelio tragico
del Messico — fanno gravare il svn-
s> di un sommovimento profondo.
Le splnr.e sempre pit imperiose al
la puce, alla libertad delle nazioni,

alln liberazione dell'uvomo - che
sollecitano la lotta di forze sem-
pre pla imponenti e nuove — sl

scontrano con il sistema e la pu-
litica dell'imperialismo e del capi-
talismo, ma le vie- della -loro at
fermazione sono faticose, comples
58, e su di esse pesa innanzi tutio
{l condizionamento delle armi ato-
miche ed il rischio del loro (uoco
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distruttore, e pesano anche le diffi-
colta dell’azione unitaria dello stesso
sch:cramento di pace e antimpe-
rialistico. Questa consapevolezza dej
datt nuovi, complessi e contraddit-

tori della realtd del mondo e della -

Italia, dell’'emergere di questioni
nuove, deve essere alla base del no-
shro Impegno e del nostro dibattl
to congressuale.

Ci rendiamo conto che vi & una
forte attesa nel partito, nelle alire

forze politiche, tra i lavoratori e

nell'opinione pubblica democratica

‘per il nostro gongresso. Ad essO

noi ci accingiamo muovendo da un
ber saldo retroterra. Il terreno so-
lido, da cui guardiamo le cose nuo-
ve per compiere passi in avanti, &
quello dell'elaborazione teorica e
delle lotte sulla via italiana al so-
cialismo; il terreno & quello dei fat-
ti che abblamo saputo promuove-

re, con la direzione del compagno |

Longo, confermando la validita del-
Ia nostra linea politica e la fun-
zione di avanguardia del nostro
partito, fatti che hanno trovato

. espressione {1 19 maggio nel suc-

cesso nostro e dello schieramento
unitario delle sinistre; il terreno &
quello dei fatti che, pil recente-

“mente,” di fronte alla crisf di Ce-

coxlovacchia hanno testimoniato la

‘la nosira politica, I'autonomia e
iI'internazionalismo del nostro par-
1tito e la profonda unitd del gruppi
dirigenti e del complesso del par-
‘tito su questa linea.

Un documento
aperto

Il propetto di documento
non propone, tuitavia, un ri-
chiamo sistematico a tutti
gli elementi della nostra cla.
bhorazione politica né un bhi-
lancio dell'attivita del parti
to. Avremo, per Papprofon.
dimento, un rapporto di atti-
vita del partito che sard
messo a disposizione del con-
gresso. L'impegno che la Di
rezione ha inteso affrontare
con il documento ¢ elic pro-
pone per il congresso e

. quello di misurarci in mo-
~do aperto con i dati nuovi,

di verificare in modo critico
e ¢i portarc avanii la no-
stra- politica nello sviluppo

- delle cose, Per questo abbia.

mo teso ad un documenio

686535l 1 fattl decisivi

1
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preblematico, le tendenze di
fondo, senza proporsi un'in-
terpretazione  compiuta di
tutti gli aspetti e che della
nosira linea pelitica richia-
masse gli clementi essenzia-
li, un documento, ciod, con
una pitt accentuata impron-
ta politica per stimolare la
ricerca e la discussione.

Proponiamo,  ciod, un congresso
earattarisRRto da un aibatiile Apan
to su problemi aperti, che stimo-
1t un pih largo impegno di elabo-
razione anche — nel limite in cul
& possibile — nel campo dell'im-
postazione teorica. Il punto & quel-
lo di unire la discussione nel par
‘tito all'iniziativa e alla battaglia
politica. La saldatura d'altra parte
& obbligatoria di fronte alle sca-
denze elettorall (turno di novemr

‘pre). alle lotte operaic e contadl-.

ne, apli irnpegni internazionall.

weco perché abbiamo bisogno di
un cibattito aperto alla partecipa
ziope pit largs, in cui V'affermazio-
nz di upa precisa linea politica e
Y'unitd del partito su di essa com
porta un confronto aperto e schiet
to, In cui la pelesaca idenie e pu
litica ha piesa uittadinanza, men
tre non ne ha e non pud averna
441 Cheopuua tra la o scomunica
i g abluran.

*{I guadre che sbbiamo di fron
ta & quello, drammaiico, di una
roalth in sommovimento. II pro-
ieesso di trasformazione « somples-
s+ uon univoco. Le fiamme del
. Aenuncia e della protesta e
w1 accendono in partl diverse han
‘no alia loro origine le condiziont
zemers piu Intollerabill per { po
woll e per gli uomini, tetermina-
Yo salia logica del capitalismo. A
guesia radice gccorre sigondurre —
= ia denuncia & venuia dalla stes
‘sa Chirsa cattolica ~— 1o s{rutta-
menitoc ¢ l'oppressione coloniale, lo
stata di sottosviluppo, Is fame, ia

esistenza al limite animale di tan-

ta parte dell'vmanity, il divario nel-
le risorse degii Siati. A guesta ra
dice va ricondotta la politica con
cui l'imperialismo e gii USA hane
no teso 8 hinccare e svuotare il
moto di indipendenza e di libers
zione nazionaie, ricorrendo alla vio-
jenza, all’apgressione — Ccolne nel
Vietnam — alie guerre luuaii, agli
interventi armati. Questa linea au-
centua, d'alira parte, ‘all'interno del
. sistema imperiaiistico, le contrad
dizioni che diventano sempre pill
laceranti, da cui emergono poi ie
tendenze, che anche in un pacse
come )'Italia vengono in luce, alla
concentrazione del potere economi-
co e politico, all’autoritarismo, 3i-
1o’ svuotamento degli istituti e del
diritti democratici. )
All'origine deila crisi dobbiamo
porre il fatto nuovo che queste ten-
denze aggressive € autoritarie si
collocano nel quadro della cond!-

carattere stesso della guerra, del
potere distruttivo delle armi ter

monucleari per le stesse basi del
la civiltd. Siamo di f{ronte ad un
potenziale distruttivo che per la sua
enormita [inisce per stimolare una
crescente concentrazione del pote
re e del meccanismi di decisione,
fine al punto di ridurre, in sostan-
za, nelle mani di gruppi ristretti
la sorte del popoll. L'umanitd av-
verte queste limite paurest, terri-
finente cha oggli & posto al moto
di emancipazione e di progresso e
vi & nello stesso tempo la coscien-
za del contrasto assurdo e striden-
te tra le conquiste dell'intelligenza
umana, della scienza e della tecni-
ca e l'incapacith 'a creare un mon-
do di pace, di libertd e di uguaglian-
za dei popoli ¢ degll vomini.

Scienza e

culiura

E vi & ancora la funzione e la

‘collocazione nuova che la scienza

e ls cultura sono venute assumen
do nelle societh avanzate, la co
scienza in strati notevoli dell'intel
lettualitd, nei giovani studenti i
un ‘nuovoe ruolo che non pud e non

vucle essere pill quello del tessuto:
connettivo del sistema capitalistico.!
Questa Junizione nuova della cultu-!
ra & dell'intellettualitd entra in cone
trasto con il sistema che 'ha evo-:

catn e stimolata e il capitalismo e
i suoi regimi si trovano di fronte
al maturare di nuovi antagouiisti,

Alcuni di questi problemi — co
me quello dell’'autonomia, della Ii
bertd, della funzione nuyova della
cultura e della scienza — investo-
no anche le societd socialiste, do
va, del resto. si pongono anche esi
genze 4l sviluppo della partecipa
zione delle maaie nella vita eco
nom’na e politica, in un quadro
tuttavia che vede si sorgere contrad-
dizioni, ma non antagonistiche e
che sollecitano soluzioni organiche
legute al processo storico, alle di.
verse ¢ concrete condizioni dei di-
versi paesi socialisti. !

Un immediato impulso a
quesia carica di liberta e di
progresso ¢ venute dalla re-
sistenza e dalla lotta del po.

. polo vietnamita, dal colpo
che esso ha dalo alla sirate.
gia aggressiva degli USA, dal-

* la mobilitazione di solidarie.
ti che quel moto di libera-
zione nazionale ha determi-
nato nel mondo. Ma pia a
fondo - nella prospettiva
storica — bisogna indicare
il mutamento dei rapporti

< di forza nel mondo, che ha
alla sua originc la riveluzio-
ne d'Otltobre, la costruzione
del socialismo in URSS, lo
impulso che da qui & venuto

. lavoratori, di riscossa dal co-

tonialismo, la costruzione di

una potenza cconomica e

militare, come quella sovieti-

_ca, che ha contribuito in mo-

, ~ do decisivo ad aprire nuove

vie all'cspansione dell’arca e

.~ all’affermazione delle idee

del socialismo. Intendiamo

sotlolincare — @& chiaro —

un date che non riguarda

ablo la stevia di questi el

gquant'anni, ma }l presente ¢

I'avvenire; il peso oggettivo,

la funzione determinante dei

paesi socialistl e dell'URSS

in primo luogo nello schicra
mento antimperialistico.

La cosclenza_di tale peso ci fa
guardare con preoccupazione ai ri
tardi nell'opera di rinnovamento
aperta dal XX congresso, ai con-
trasti e alle divisioni che segnano
la vita del campo socialista e del
movimento comunista — dal con-
trasto determinato dalle posizioni
cinesi alla crisi cecoslovacca — che
hanno senza dubbio indebolito an.
che l'uniti e l'efficacia della lotta
delle forze antimperialistiche e di
pace. Questa consapevolezza stimo-
la ad assumere sempre piu co-
scienza della necessita per il no-
stro movimento di affrontcre e ri-
solvere 1 problemi. che lo stes-
“so sviluppo delle societd socialiste
e della nostra forza ci impone.
Cid & tanto piu urgente nel mo-
mento in cul la crisi della strate-
gia imperialistica trova un limite

ne! fatto che in questi vnni sono
staty colpiti 1 falsi miti del benes-
sere, di un capitalismo capace di
correggere le proprie brutture e di
[tarsl popolare. Siamo di fronte, su
sczla mondiale, ad un processo che
preme verso una trasformazione
profonda; ma @ un processo non
lineare, né univoco, in cui non so-
no da escludere sbocchi involutivi
e soluzioni reazionarie, talvolta fe-
roct (Indonesia, Grecia), in cui il
pericolo di una guerra di sterminio
non & nd spezzato né scongiurato.
Ma tutto cid non fa che conferma-
re — come hanno' confermato (ue-
st! anni di lotte e di allargamen-
to dell’opposizione antimperialisti-
ca — la validith delle nostre teo-
rie economiche e sociali, dell'idea
socialista dell’abolizione dello sfrut~
tamento deli'uomo sull’'uomo e del
la socializzazione dei mezz{ di pro-
duzione, l'idea del socialismo come
lespressione piu alta e compiuta
della libertd e della democrazia.

Lohbiettive. - .
della puce

La lotta per il socialismo propo-
no alcurl grandi obiettivi. Al p.uao
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ribadiamo — l'obiettivo della pace.

.Ci richiamiarno a tutta la nostra

elaborazione e in particolare allo
Impegno che Togliatti pose nello
inaicare il significato e il caratte-
re nuovo di tale obiettivo. Dobbia-

‘mo ora vedere quali ragionl ab-
‘biano determinato un’attenuazione:
.dell’iniziativa nostra. Per assicura-
‘re e garantire la pace occorre 0g-
%l liberare il mondo dal conaizio-
namento atomico, eliminare dalle.

prospettive possibili quella, oggi

;sempre presente, dell’urto e della
: catastrofe termonucleare.

Di qui
tutto il valore di necessith della

‘ldex e della lotta per la coesisten-

ea pacifica. II problema di fronte

;al quale ¢l troviamo non & quello’

dl una qualche alternativa, perché

sa dovesse cadere la prospettiva:
-della coesistenza pacifica cadrebbe

tutto il resto, tutte le ipotest di

‘livertd dei popoli e di emancipa.
- zlone dei lavoratorl. . o
Il problema che abbiamo dl fron-, i -
# terna del paese in questio-
della lotta e delle forme di lotta: i
contro laggressivita USA e della: '
‘battaglia ideale per distingusre cid
.che la coesistenza pacifica deve es-
.sere da cit che coesistenza pacifi-
:ca non & Il documento richiama

te & quello dei contenuti attuall

a questo proposito una serie di te-

st.” A me importa ora sottolinca-

re solo l'idea fondamentale della
lotta per la coesistenza come un
processo che deve investire tutti
i campl — politico, ideale, econo-
mico — deve fondarsi sulla parte-
cipazione, come protagonisti, di
tutti gli stati e i movimenti di li-
berazione e di indipendenza nazio-
nale; deve far leva sullo sviluppo
dei processi rivoluzionari e di rin-
novamento delle diverse parti del
mondo. :

Ii punto al quale soprattutto si
volige ia nostra attenzione, nel mo-
mento presente, & quello del cosi
delto « bipolarismon, la visione
cioé, dei rapporti e della politica
internazionale, secondo la logica
del blocchi e, in essi, delle due mag-
giori potenze. E qui non importa
tanto respingere/—— come del resto
abbiamo fatto
mante calunnioso che permane, ma
ha scarsa incidenza, da parte ci-
nese, ai fondamenti stessi della li-
nea di coesistenza e alla politica
dell'URSS, in ogni suc atto, pre-
sentata costantemente, senza preoc-
cupazione della verith o del vero-
simile, come il frutto di un'intesa

-con limperialismo americano. La
‘insidia da respingere per un giu-

sto orientamento della lotta per la
pace & soprattutto quella che viene
anel, nostro paese dai fautori incal-
liti dell’atlantismo ed oggi del suo
rilancio militare, che prospettano
in definitiva la politica dei bloc-
chi, il «bipolarismo» come se si
trattasse di un equilibrio 'salutare,
il cul turbamento porterebbe ad
una nuova guerra, come se questa

— l'attacco defor-

traverso cul dovrebbe passare la
pace. Questo non & altro che il
modo americano di intendere la

.coesistenza.

. Cosi, mentre non possia- .
mo non renderci conto delle
esigenze di difesa dci pae-
8 socialisti, non possiamo
nemmeno tacere Il nostro

. giudizio critico nei confron.

ti di posizioni che oggi, ncl
la stampa di alcani paesi del

. .ow - Patto di Varsavia, sembrano

.. voler riproporre, in seguito
. alla crisi cecoslovacca, con.
cezioni sostanzialmente re.
strittive del campo delle
forze socialiste ed antimpe-
rialistiche, ed enunciazioni

;'° di irrigidimento del blocco

socialista o di limitazione
delP’autonomia e sovranitd .di
ciascuno Stato, in base a va-
lutazioni della situazione in-
ternazionale’ e di quella in-

ne, valutazioni delle quali
non 'si sa chi e a quale ti
tolo sarebbe giudice o arbi-.
tro. Sono posizioni che ci:
appaiono in contraddizione:
sia con Jesigenza, dall'URSS:
piu volte affermata, di una
lotta per la coesistenza che

P veda partecipi, e su basi di

uguaglianza, tutti gl Stutl‘
del mondo, sia con le linee
fissate dai PC d'Europa,
a Karlovy Vary, per jl su-
peramento dei blocchi, sia -
con posizioni di
tante volie affermate nel no-
stro movimento,

La logica dei blocchi & stata quella
della guerra fredda. Il suo supera-
mento & dunque obbiettivo essen-
ziale della politica di coesistenza per
'autonomia e lindipendenza delle

“nazioni, per la liberta delle scelte

sociali e politiche e per il libero
progresso di ogni paese. -

Le spinte in questa direzione so-
no cresciute, anche nell’'ambito oc-
cidentale. La realta che ci trovia
mo di fronte non & pill solo quella
del blocchi, ma anche quella di una

.gerie di esperienze da parte di pae

si che hanno importanza e pesO
nell’Europa e nel mondo, i quali
sono venuti impegnandesi in una
politica attiva, autonoms, restando
fuori, o allentando progressivamen-
tza i loro vincoli militari e politi-
ci nel blocco in cui erano inseriti,

1 governi italiani sono andati e
vanno invece in una direzione op-
posta, anche con il centro-sinistra
e la presenza dei socialisti. Nei
momenti decisivi ha sempre ope-
rato il vincolo atlantico, la subor-

dinazione alla politica apgressiva

degli USA. Bisogna cambiare radi-
calmente tale politica perché 1'Ita-
lia deve essere garantita contro il

. rischio di essere trascinata in guer-

ra. E' puro pretesto alfermare che

principio =

I'Italia deve restare nella NATO
per ragioni di sicurezza. Nessuno
mipaccia, nessuno ha minacciato 1a
nostra indipendenza. Il limite ve
.ro, pesante, alla nostra sicurezza e
-aila nostra indipendenza ¢ stato ed
‘& questa politica di asservimento,
Noi ci preoccupiamo e dobbia-
‘'mo preoccuparci dellu sorte della
Italia che vogliamo sia oggl e sia
nell'avvenire, anche in un regime
socialista, al di fuori di ogni e
qualsiasi blocco. Noi rivendichlamo-
per V'Italia il bene primo della pa-
ce, e ad ogni costo. Abbiamo- alle
,spalle l'esperienza tragica di due
guerre. E' un'esperienza che non
deve ripetersi. L'Italia non deve es-
sere lo scudo dell'imperialismo
americano! :

Cenire-sinisiva
ailantics

|

!

| L'Italia deve in ogni caso restar
i fuori da ogni conflitto. Al movi-
i menti politici e ideali, ai sociali-
sti, ai cattolici che hanno vissuto
le dure esperienze belliche del pas-
sato, resistendo per i valori della
pace e della neutralith, noi rinno-
viamo l'appello ad un’azione comu-
ne per salvaguardare la pace del
nostro paese. E' un, appello che ha
per noi anche il senso di un impe-
gno a non esitare, per quanto ci
ripuarda, a mobilitare le masse dei
lavoratori e del popolo e a guidar-
le contro chiunque volesse trasci-
narci in una guerra.

~ Ma l'azione del governo italiano
| va nella direzione di un aggrava.
;mento delia tensione come dimo-
'strano anche le ultime Iniziative
iper l'armamento atomico e la po-
isizione circa la firma del trattato
anti-H.

La linea della coesistenza, la lot-
!ta per una politica alttiva di pace
i @ d* neutralita, alle quali sono stret-
i tamente legati il rinnovamento de-
mocratico e l'avanzata al sociali-
;smec  del nostro paese, collocano
: chiaramente il PCI sul terreno de-
‘gli iInteressi permanenti e fonda-
.mentali della nostra pgente e
-lo schierano nello stesso tempo nel
-grande movimento mondiale di lot-
ta per la pace e contro l'imperia-
lismo.

Abbiamo dato — credo giu-
stamente — grande rilievo
alle novitd che si sono veri-
ficate e si verificano nel mo-
vimento caitolico. La svolia
di Giovanni XXIII e del
Concilio ha dato il via ad
un processo che spinge mas-
se cattoliche a lottare con.
tro l'imperialismo e il colo-
nialismo, per la pace, ¢ a
cercare un rapporte nuovo,
un dialogo con alire [lorze,
su obbiettivi pratici, al di 1a
delle  divergenze  ideologl
che. La sofferta coscienza re-
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co del cattolicesimo — giune
ge, da parle di avanguardie,
fino all'appello alla lotta ri-
voluzionaria. Non cl sfugge
certo la complessitd e la con-.
traddittorieta del processo..

+ Vediamo i pgesti di cautcla,
di controllo pesante, di ritor-:
no indietro delle pid alie ge-;
rarchic. Ma le manifestazio-
ni del dissenso catiolico, Ia
contestazione aperta di atti
¢ posizion) dello stesga pon-
tefice dicono anche quali po-
tenzialith  democratiche. esi.
stono nelle masse cattnliche
su scala mondiale ¢ nel no-
stro paese,

' sulla base di questo giudizio
che noi riaffermiamo la validita
della nostra linea, volta alla ricer-
ca di un avvicinamento, di un rap-
porto, di un’intesa tra movimento
operaio di. ispirazione marxista e
movimento cattolico..Per questo nol
riteniamo di grande interesse il re.
cente documento sul dialogo del se-

gretariato per i non credenti, e il .

complesso delle sue affermazioni

sul valore del pluralismo, sulla ma-
turita e liberta deil'uomo, sulla ve-
rith come wi--.iato della ricerca e,
saprattutic, cuila legittimith e pos-
--hiils del dialogo per fini pratici,
sel campo deil’azione sociale 8 po--
itiea.

la crisi della
sacialdemscrazia

In un ambito diverso europeo si
pioei: il probiems delle forze e del
ottt socialisti e socialdemocrati-
¢1. Vediamo la crisi che investe og-
gi 1a politics della socialdemocra-
zia. Al nody si trovano i miti tra-
Gieeanil del riformismo e le «scel-
1 di civilta » che i dirigenti social-
democratici hanno compiuto schie-
randosi su una linea, queila dello
atlantismo, che ha diviso 1'Euro-
pa e che, con Vanticomunismo as-
‘surdo, ha tolto alla classe operaia
la possibiiila di esercitare davvero
una funzicne dirigente nell'azione
per la pace e per il socialismo.

La crisi delle concezioni dell'in-
tegrazione della classe operaia ©
della gestione del sistema capitali-
stico, per razionalizzarlo e umaniz-
zarlo, la crisi dell’ atlantismo di
stampo socialdemocratico hanno
gia avuto un riflesso nei diversi
paesi europei, incrinature vi sono
state nel tradizionale orientamento
anticomunista, tra le masse dei la-
voratori, dei militanti della socialde-
mocrazia in Europa.

L’altro dato che occorre sottoll-
neare & che noi muoviamo sempre
dalla valutazione della consistenza
a dell'influenza reale in Europa del-
le organizzazioni socialdemocrati

che; dal fatto °hﬁﬂBPgeéféaF%)r9‘ﬁeleas

to decisivo per determinare un mu-
tamento di rapporti di forza, per
superare la politica del blocchi e i
rischi reazionari. La nostra dura
polemica contro la socialdemocra-

‘zia non pud quindi prescindere
‘ma1 dalla paziente ricerca della

unita.

La visione dell'estendersi e del
diversificarsi insieme delle forze
(stati, partiti, movimenti politici e
idenll) ¢he nel diversi continentl
sono venuti assumendo un sempre
piu chiaro impegno di lotta antim-
perialista e per il soclalismo fa
sorgere il problema dei punti di
tniziative, comune. Qui & gid pre-
sente l'idea nostra delle vie e del
metodo dell'uniti, che a noi sem-
bra opportuno riaffermare, come
un fatto necessario, una condizio-
ne dello sviluppo rivoluzionario, di
fronte alle dimensioni mondiali del
nostro moyvimento, all'incontro del-
la nostra concezione marxista e le-

_ninista con civilta, con culture, con

popoli del diversi continenti. Que-
sta idea, che fonda l'unitd sulla
diversitd, sulla realtd effettuale che
gia indica caratteristiche assai dif-
ferenziate nello sviluppo di una se-
rie di stati socialisti — da quelli
europei alla Cina, a Cuba, al Viet-
nam, alla Corea — pur sulla base
di rivolgimenti ‘strutturali e di
obiettivi comuni, e sulla autonomia
def partiti e degll stati, a noi ap-
pare sernpre piu un dato essenziale
e irrinunciabile.

. La nostra critica al mono-
litismo, non @& critica ¢ ri-
fiuto dell’'unitad, ma criiica e
rifiuto di un errore perché
in quel modo si fa dell'uni-
ta un fatte formale e autori
tario, illusorio quindi, alla
prova dei fatti. Su questa
base teorica e polilica gia
« all'VIII congresso Togliatti
aveva alfermato che l'uniti
s1 puo ottenere in duec mo-
di: come «risultato di una
costrizione provenicnie dal
I*esterno, di una trasposizio-
ne meccanica o imitazione
servile di indirizzi altrui, ¢
questo lo respingiamo, Ma
+ pud esscre unitd che si crel
nella diversitd e originalita
delle singole esperienze, si
alimenti del reciproco spiri-
_ to critico, si rafforzi nelia
autonomia del singoli partiti.
Di questa seconda unitad ab-
bianmio bisogno ».
Quando parliamo di nuovo
internazionalismo  vogliamo
sottolineare I'avanzata di
forze nuove e lestensione
dello schicramente antimpe
. .. rialistico, e indicare una
. concezione dei rapporti, un
modo nuovo di costruire la
unita. Il nostre dissenso
dagli aliri partiti — quando
c's stato — & nato da uno
* spiritp di profonda solidarie.

che dei legami storici e vivi
con I'URSS, con gli altri pae
si socialisti e i partiti co-
munisti di

Riprendendo il tema della Ceco-
slovacchia il compagno Natta ha
affermato le ragioni della nostra
posizione di appoggio alla linea po-
litica e all'impegno di rinnovamen-
to e di sviluppo della democrazia
socialista del PCC e del nostro dis-
senso @ riprovazione dell'intervento
militare del cinque paesi del patto
di Varsavia. Ribadiamo tali posi-
zioni — ha detio Natta — perché
tutti i fatti provano che era infon-
datn lipotesi catastrofica sulla gra-
vith e imminenza del pericolo con-
trorivoluzionario. Restano la nostra
preoccupazione e la nostra ansia
per uno stato di cose in cui la pre-
_senza in Cecoslovacchia delle trup-
pe del patto di Varsavia si riflet-
te negativamente sulla autoritd de-
gll organismi legali, democratica-
mente eletti, dello Stato e del Par-
tito e sul libero svolgimento della
loro attivitd, e nel rapporti tra 1
. partiti comunisti.

I! nostro partito ha sempre evi-
tatc la delineazione e la proposta
di un modello astratto di sociali-
smo. La via itallana & per noi un
processo rivoluzionario che muove
dall'incapacitd della classi dirigenti,
nel sistema del capitalismo mono-
- polistico di Stato, di risolvere i
problemi del paese — quelli stori-
ci e quelli nuovi — che fa leva
sulla tensione sociale, politica ed
ideale e sulla combattivith delle
masse, sulle “idee e sull'impegno
socialista di un complesso di for-
ze politiche e ideali diverse, che
nella prospettiva socialista vedono,
_ogg1, la garanzia del progresso, del
‘rinnovamento, della libertd e della
indipendenza della nazione. La va-
lidita di questa linea emerge dal
cammino che abbiamo compiuto in
questi anni ed & convalidata dalla
realtd attuale del nostro paese.

Improgonibiiiia
del ceniro-sinisira

Ii compagno Natta ha quindi for-
nito al CC e alla CCC un'ampia
analisi della crisi economica socia-
le e politica che travaglia la no-
stra economia, e del fallimento del
centro sinistra. L’affermazione cen-
trale che il documento sottolinea
— ha detto Natta — & quella della
improponibilith del centro sinistra.
Su questo punto la nostra opposi-
zione & netta e decisa. Di qui muo-
ve il nostro appello a tutte le for-
ze democratiche e di sinistra, lai-
che e cattoliche, perché riflettano
s_ullo stato di malessere, "di ten-
sione e perché cerchino, con since-
rita, le vie nuove che bisogna. co-
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tutto il mondo..
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" PLATFORM FOR 12TH PARTY CONGRESS PLANNED

[Articles >"Nétta's Report on Draft Theses for 12th Party Congress"; Rome,
L'Unita(organ of Italian CP), Italian, 17 October 1968, pp 5-6]

: "At this sessipn of the Central Committee and Central Control Commis-
‘sion, we must decide when to convoke the party's 12th Congress: we propose

that the Congress be held on 26 January in Bologna. The Directorate (Executive

Committee) has prepared a draft of the political document that must now be ‘

discussed and finalized and that will then be the platform of the congress.....
. L -

T A —————— -y

s ' ¢
THi CRISIS OF SOCIAL DIMOCRACY

"The problem of the forces and the socialist and social-democratic
‘parties is posed in a different .iluropean framework. We can see the crisis
that today invests the policy of social democracy. At the center are found
‘the traditional myths of reformism and the "choices for civilization" that
the social-democratic leaders have made by aligning themselves with the
line of Atlantism, which has divided @urope and, with an absurd anticommunism,
has prevented the working class from availing itself of the opportunity to
exercise in fact a leading role in the. action for peace and socialisnm,

‘ "The crisis of the conceptions concerning the integration of the
working class and involving the administration of the capitalist system .
to rationalize and humanize it and the crisis of the Atlantism of the social -
‘democratic brand have already had a repercussion in various European states,
and cracks have gppeared in traditional anticommunist orientation among

the masses of the workers and the militants [ activiat.s]of soclal democracy
in Furope. : ,

"Je must also emphasize the following: we always proceed {rom an
evaluation of the persistence and genuine influence in ilurope of the social
‘democratic organizations; we proceed from the fact that the unity between
socialists and conmunists would be a decisive element for determining a
-change in the balance of forces and surmounting the policy of blocs and
reactionary iisks., Our hard polemic against social democracy must then al
ways proceed with a view to a patient search for unity. :

"The extension and diversification of thu forces (states, parties,
political and ideological movements) that in the various continonts have
been assuning an ever=increasingly clear commitment to the anti-imperialist
strurrle and for socialism sive rise to the problem of a common initiative,
Here we already find our idea about the ways toward and method of unity,
which we feel it is time to reaffirm as a necessary fact and a condilion
ol revolutionary development, given the worldwide dimensions of our move-
ment and the encounter of our Marxist and Leninist conception with cultures
and peoples of diverse continents, This idea, which bases unity on diversity,
on an effectual reality that is already indicating very different character-
istics in the development of a series of socialist states —— from the Luropcan
group to China, Cuba, Vietnam, and Korea -, although on the basis of structurn
changes and comnon objectives and on the autonomy of the parties and states
-~ this idea, It seems to us, is an essential and irrenounceable facto- - ...

. . L f
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‘ist countries and communist parties in the world."
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"Our criticism of monolithism is not a criticism of unity and its '
rejection. Rather it is the criticism and the rejection of an error because,
otherwise, unity becomes a formal and authoritarian fact, an illusion when
nut to the test. On this theoretical and political basis, Torliatti had
affirmed back at the 8th Congress that unity can be attained in two ways:
fag a result of compulsion from the outside, of a mechanical transposition
or servile imitation of others' directions -- and this we reject. But there
can be a unity that is created in the diversity and originality of single
exveriences; they nourish one another with a reciprocal critical spirit.
And they are strengthened in the autonomy of the single parties. We neod
this second unity,.! _

"When we speak of a new internationalism, we wish to emphasize the

-advancement of new forces and the extension of the anti-imperialist align-
ment and point out a way to conceive relations, a new way to build unity.
Vihenever we had & disagreement with other parties, it was born because of
-a spirit of profound solidarity, the acknowledgement that our strength also

gtems from the historical and viable ties with the USSR and the other social-

Then ret.urning to the subject of Czechoslovalkda, Comrade MNata affirmed

the reasons for our position of supporting the Czechoslovak Party's nolitical

line ond its commitment to renewal and the developument of socialist democracy
and disapproving the military intervention of the five Varsaw Pact countries,
"fa smphasize these positions," Natta said, "because all the faets concerning -
the imminent and grave danger of counterrevolution were without foundation

Our preoccupation and anxiety persist because the presence of the “/arsaw Pact
troops in Czechoslovakia reflects adversely on the authority~ of the legal,
democratically elected organs of the state and party and on the uninhibited
discharge of their, responsibilities, on the relations between communist parties.

"Our parth has elways refrained from delineating and proposing an
abstract model of socinlism. The Italian path ie for us a revolutionary
process that proceeds rrom the inability of the l.eading classes in the system
of state monopoly capitalism to solve the country's problems, both historical
ond new, that affect social, political, and ideo'logical tensions ‘and the
combativoness of the masses, the ideas and socialist commitment of a complex -~
of political forces and diverse ideals, which in the socialist prospcet see '
today a guarantee of the progress, renewal, frecdom, and independence of
the nation. "This line has been validated by the path we have traversed in
recent. years; it has been confirmed by the current reality of our country.”
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socialization of the means of production are not enough. Who
in the end has the power? For an answer I am given this
euphemism: the workers and the peasants., But in Czechoslovakia,
the working people wanted to seize power and this undertaking
was denounced as counterrevolutionary by the occupying forces,
I believe that the scientific and technical revolution is one

‘of the essential conditions of a humane socialism., And this was
the great merit of Professor Radovan Richta -- to show this in

Czechoslovakia, But watch out: without democracy, the tech-
nological revolution will not produce humane socialism, but a

barracks communism,"

This Radovan Richta to whom Fischer refers is still un-
known to the public at large. And yet this man in his 50's,

sick, tubercular, nervously exhausted, is in the process of
splintering an ideological empire. One knows the name of
Mr.Ota Sik or Mr. Dubcek. However, more than anyone else, this

professor, the director of the Institute of Philosophy at the
Academy of Sciences in Prague, where thousands of communist
intellectuals like Roger Garaudy are being trained today, was
indeed the great craftsman of the Czech experiment.

Six years ago, when it was clear that the country was
headed for bankruptcy and that for a Czechoslovakia deprived
of raw materials and of ports, there was only one solution,
"technological reconversion,'" Mr. Antonin Novotny turmed to

Professor Richta and asked him to study what might be a '"model
‘of technical civilization" within the framework of a socialist

society, Richta recruited the best sociologists, economists
and psychologists the country had and set to work.

His "reports" were a series of bombshells. In January
1968 he saw his ideas triumph, The French Communist Party

review Democratie nouvelle (New Democracy)had, in a special
issue, set forth the essence of them, but this issue was never

"to see the light of day. The party saw fit to kill it. The

editor in chief, Paul Noirot (communist), wrote in an intro-
ductory article: "The basic idea of this new - path was that

each. citizen of a socialist country should, finally, have not
less, nor the same, but greater freedom of speech, of expression,
of assembly, of movement and of travel than the freedoms

offered by the most fully developed bourgeois societies."

And here is something which may at first glance seem .

"idealistic and literary. But Richta's strength is in saying

not "it must be so because this is good," but "it must be so

or we will perish." Why? Because in a certain sense socialism
was conceived within the framework of a civilization which is
in the process of disappearing. "That civilization was based
on two conflicting components: more and more powerful and
complex machines, on the one hand, and ever larger armies of
unskilled manpower, on the other., Now the technological revo-
lution is tending to invert these terms completely."

Can one still speak of "proletarian democrécy" as in
Moscow, wh ov lit f an
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vaster scale of basic manipulative functions carried out by
man,” when the tertiary sector is expanding increasingly?
Complete automation, says Richta, requires "40 percent skilled
workers, 40 percent of the personnel with secondary education,
and 20 percent of the personnel with higher education.,"

And in view of the future he adds: "In the course of
the coming decades, it will be the work of regulation which
will predominate in production (of the adjustment type). Later,
this will yield to the preparatory phase, to technical manage-
ment and to the drafting of plans (of the engineering type).

By the end of the century, production will have ceased to be
a labor process in the sense it is today."

In other words, the very frontier which separates the
“workers' class' from the "intelligentsia" is tending to dis=-
appear. The most effective means of increasing the creative
capacities of society is not production in itself, but invest-
ment in man, education, and also "participation.? Finally,
notes Richta, the "expansion of mass consumption is becoming
quite as essential a condition for economic growth as the limita~-

ticr. of mass consumption was in the past."

Cach phrase here opens up vast horizons of consequences
following one after the other: the strength of this "model"
i< that it is not merely moral, it does not appeal merely to
an abstract concept of freedom. Richta sets forth with rare
scientific precision the fact that the socialism of tomorrow
remains entirely to be defined. What can tanks do against that?

In a month, for thousands of communists in the west,
this vague apprehensim has come to the forefront. In the
issue of the French Communist Party review La Nouvelle Critique
(The New Criticism) which will come out next month, the follow-
" jng lines will appear under the byline of :Andre Gisselbrecht:
"The renewal of a concept of socialism saw the light of day
within the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Communist Party
jtself, through mutual understanding between statesmen .and men
of science. Thus it involves something other than adding
‘a4ditional liberty' to a socialist model, It is a matter of
5 scientific analysis of the development of productive forces."

The discussion concerns not only communists, but con-
temporary men as well. .
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L'EXPRESS, Paris
**.° 28 October 1968

Pourquoi les jeunes
choisissent Che Guevara

«Si vous voulez que le socialisme
offrc de nouvcau & la jeunesse son
-visage attrayant, vous devez dénoncer
les dirigeants « faillis » qui gouvernent
asujourd’hul Je Kremlin. »

Failli: le mot a été prononcé par
M. Roger Garaudy & la dernitre session
du Comité central du P.c. frangais. Et
il n’y cut personne pour siffier, pro-
tester ou taper du picd. En deux mois,
ce qui était blasphéme cst devenu bana-
lité, Aujourd’hui, & Rome, & Helsinki,
a4 Vienne comme A Paris, on ne se
pose déja plus la question: « Avec les
Russes jusqu'oll 7 » mais bien celle-ci :
« Le socialisme pour quoi faire 7 »

Un nouvel accord de Moscou a été
signé. Les soldats sovidtiques resteront
en Tchécoslovaquie et M. Alexandre
Dubcek n'obtiendra un sursis qu'a
condition d'étre son propre geolier.
« L'espoir d'une victoire immédiate
d'un socialisme attractif, démocratique,
s'cst effondré », nous dit, avec: une
infinic tristesse, Ernst Fischer, un des
phiiosophes marxistes les plus connus
dans le monde, ancicn secrétaire d'Etat
4 la Culture & Vienne et membre du
Comité central du P.c. autrichien, le
.« Garaudy local »,

« Qu'a signifié pour vous l'annonce

de Pintervention russe 4 Prague ?
. -— Jécrivais & ce moment, en toute
quiétude, un livre dans une petite vallée
styrienne. Le 21 aolit, & 7 heures du
-matin, ma femme entra, le visage défi-
.guré, mains tremblantes d'émotion,
dans ma chambre. Elle portait un tran-
jistor. <« Suis-je folle ? s’écria-t-elle.
‘Bcoute donc, ce n'cst pas possible, »
Et Ton entendit. effectivement la nou-
velle de I'intervention, J'étais stupéfait,
consterné, épouvanté. Deux jours plus
tard, je déclarais devant le Comité
central de mon parti qu’il s'agissait non
sculement d'une faute, mais aussi d'un
crime. »

Grignotage. Depuis, insensibles aux
protestations qui montaient des rangs
de leurs amis, les Soviétiques ont,
semaine aprés semaine, accentué leur
pression, Le 27 septembre, & Budapest,
les principaux partis communistes
étaient de nouveau réunis cn présence
des Soviétiques pour mettre au point
la prochaine conférence au sommict
prévue 3 Moscou. M. Boris Ponomarev,
le représentant russe, écarta toutes les
critiques en arguant du danger d’'une
troisiime guerre mondiale qui imposait
des « précautions stratégiqucs’», et il
répliqua & ceux qui- exprimaient ‘leur
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qui sc¢ passe en Tchécoslovaquic nous
empécherait de resserrer nos rangs afin
de faire face au revanchisme allemand
ainsi qu'aux agressions américaines
au Vietnam et au Moyen-Ornent, »

En fait, derritre cette apparente
décontraction, il y a plus grave: lcs
dirigeants russes croicnt par expérience
4 la vertu du long grignotage ct ont
commencé de lintéricur un travail de
récupération au sein des P.c. contesta-
taires. L'affairc Jeannette Vermeersch
(voir section France) n'en est' qu'un
excmple, En Ttalic, on assiste 2 un
cffort particulicr de propagande en
direction des fédérations communistes
d’Emilic. En Finlande, alors quc la
direction du Parti communiste a
réprouvé l'invasion, I'organisation locale
du port de Turku 'approuva d'enthou-
siasme. La <« Pruvdas» ne voulut
connaitre que cette prise de position
particuiiere. M. Arvid Pclche, membre
« letton » du Burcau politique du P.c.
soviétique, se rendit a Helsinki oir il
tenta de s’appuyer sur I'ancien leader
du Parti finlandais, M. Aimo Aaltoncn,
trés 1ié & Moscou, contre son président
actucl plus indépendant,” M. Aarne
Saarinen. Ces manauvres de division
n'ont certainement pas accru l'audicnce
du P.c. finlandais, qui a subi un véri-

table désastre au cours des élections ot !
* nique est une des conditions essenticlics

municipales.

Grandes manceuvres, Autre exem-
ple : alors que le secrétaire général du
P.c. suédois, M. Carl-Henrik Hermans-
son, condamnait vivement [linitiative
soviétique, un quotidien du Parti
publié 4 Lulea, le « Norskens Flam-
man », continua d’approuver la ligne
russe. Aussitot,
considérer M. Hermansson comme le
chef « d'un groupe révisionniste » ¢t la
radio moscovite le qualifia de « brail-
lard intempérant ».

Comme si ccla ne suffisait pas, le
journal de Berlin-Est « Neues Deutsch-
land » écrivit quec <sa femme avait
hérité d'une fortunc se chiffrant & un
demi-million de couronnes ». Curicux
prélude & la campagne électorale. Les
communistes suédois, qui espéraient un
succes, s'effondrent et _se retrouvént
avec trois députés au lieu - de huit
Plus dramatique encore: le P.c, grec
a éclaté ct I'U.R.S.S. manipule unc
« direction » extéricure présidée par
M. Kostas Koliyannis, qui, natureile-
ment, a approuvé le coup de Prague.
1l a fallu que des milliers <e commu-
nistes ecmprisonnés au bagne de Laros

.. dont Manolis Glézos, I’homme qui-

arracha pendant la guerre le drapcau

Moscou feignit de °

_ malade, tuberculeux, fatigué nerveuse-

lettres indignées pour faire savoir que
cette « direction » ne représcntait rien.
Jusqu’ici, les grandes manwuvres
russcs ont échoué. Et clles ont d'autant
plus de chances de se révéler vaines que
le probléme de 'approbation ou de Ia
réprobation est bien dépassé. Ce dont
on vient de prendre conscicnce en Occi.
dent, c’est de "absence dramatique d'un
modele de socialisme qui soit simple-
ment crédible dans une société cntrant
dans l'ére de la révolution technolo-
gique.
Vieux schémas. «La jeunesse, nous
dit encore Ernst Fischer, veut sortir
des vicux schémas, Ni la hiérarchic
catholique ni la hiérarchic moscovite,
avec leurs viecilles manitres de penscr,
ne peuvent cxercer une¢ attraction sur
clle. C'est pourquoi elle choisit Che
Guevara ou Mao Tsé-toung. Moi, je
crois au communisme, mais pas a
n'importe quel communisme., Le pou-
voir politique et la socialisation des
moyens de production, cela ne suffit
‘pas. A qui revient ce pouvoir ? On me
répond par cet cuphémisme: aux
‘ouvriers et aux paysans. Mais, cn
Tchécoslovaquie, le peuple des travail-
Teurs a voulu prendre le pouveir et
‘cette entreprise a été taxée de contre-
révolution par les occupants. Je crois
que la révolution scientifique et tech-

d'un socialisme humain. Et ce fut en
Tchécoslovaquic le grand mérite du
Pr Radovan Richta que de le montrer.
‘Mais attention : sans démocratie, la
xévolution technologique ne produira
pas de socialisme humain, mais un
communisme de caserne.» ., , .
Ce nom de Radovan Richta, auquel
Fischer fait allusion, est encore inconnu
du grand public. Et pourtant, cet
homme d'une cinquantaine d'années,

‘ment, est en train de faire éclater un
‘empire idéologique. On connait M. Ota
Sik ou M. Dubcek. Et pourtant, plus
que quiconque, ce professeur, direc-
teur de [P'Institut de philosophie de
I’Académic des sciences & Prague, dont
des milliers d'intcliectuels communistes,
comme Roger Garaudy, s¢ nourrissent
aujourd'hui, fut bien le grand artisan
de Vexpérience tchéque. '
Il y a six ans, quand il fut clair que
Je pays allait & la faillite, et que pour
‘une Tchécoslovaquie dépourvue . de
‘matidres premiéres et de ports il n'y
avait qu'une solution, « la reconversion
technolcgique », M. Antonin Novotny
se tourna ver$s le Pr Richta et lui
demanda d'étudier ce que pourrait étre
un «<moddle de civilisation techni-
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cicnne » dans le cadre d'unc société
socialiste, Richta s'entoura des meil-
leurs sociologues, économistes, psycho-
logues que comptait le pays et sc mit
au travail,

Bombes. Ses <« communications »
furent une suite de bombes. Janvier
1968 vit le triomphe de scs idées. La
revue du P.c. frangais, « Démocratic
nouvellc », en avait, dans un numéro
spécial, dégagé I'csprit : mais ce numéro
ne verra jamais le jour, Le Parti a pré-
féré tuer la revue. Son rédacteur en
chef (communiste), Paul Noirot, écri-
vait dans le préambule : « L'idée fonda-
mentale de ce nouveau cours était
que chaque citoyen dun pays socia-
liste doit finalement disposer non pas
d'une plus petite, ou de la méme, mais
d’une plus grande liberté de parole,
«'expression, de réunion, d¢ mouve-
ment et de déplacements que celles
qu'offre la plus épanouie des sociétés
bourgeotises. »

Voild qui peut paraitre & premitre
vue idéaliste et littéraire. Mais la force
de Richta est de dire non pas: « Il faut
que ce soit ainsi parce que c’est bien »,

mais : « 1l faut que ce soit ainsi, sans -

guoi nous périrons. » Pourquoi ? Parce
qu'unc certaine forme de socialisme a
été concue dans le cadre d'une civili-
sation qui cst en train dec disparaitre :
« Celle qui était fondée sur ces deux
composantes en  opposition, des

machines de plus en plus puissantes et

complexes, d’une part, des armécs de
plus en plus grandes de main-d'cuvre
humaine non qualifiée d’autre part. Or,
la révolution technologique tend A
renverser complétement ces termes. »
Peut-on encore parfer de ¢ démo-
cratic prolétaricnne » comme 2 Moscou
quand on va vers «'abolition 4 une
échellc de plus en plus vaste des fonc-
tions fondamentales de manipulation
exercées par Ihomine », quand le sec-

" teur tertiaire s'étend de plus ‘en plus ?

I automation compléte, dit Richta,
exige « 40 % d’ouvricrs qualifiés, 40 %.
de personnel ayant regu unc.formation
secondaire et 20 % dc personnel ayant
regu une iormation supéricure ».

Participation. Et il ajoute dans une
vision prospective: <« Au cours decs
prochaines décennies, c'est le travail de
régulation qui dominera dans la pro-
duction (type de l'ajusteur) ; plus tard,
il cédera la place A la phase prépara-
toire, & la dircction tcchnique et &
I'établissement  des  projets  (type  de
lingénieur). A la fin du si¢cle, la pro-
duction aura cessé d'étre un processus
de travail au sens d’aujourd’hui. »

Autrement dit, la frontidre méme qui
sépare la « classe ouvridre » de
I’ "« intelligentsia » tend & disparaitre.
Le moyen le plus efficace pour accroitre
les capacités créatrices de la société
est non pas la production cn soi, mais
linvestissement dans 'homme, P'éduca-
tion, ct aussi la « participation ». Enfin,
note Richta, I' « élargissement de la
consommation des masses devient tout
autant une condition nécessaire de la
croissance économique que I'était précd-
demment la limitation de la consom-
mation des masses ». ,

Chaque phrase, ici, ouvre un champ
infini de conséquences en chainc: la
force de ce « modéle » est qu'il n'est
pas simplement moral, qu'il ne “se
réclame pas d'une idée abstraite de la
liberté. Richta constate avec une rare
rigueur scientifique que le socialisme
de demain reste totalement a définir...
Quc peuvent les tanks contre cela ?

Fn un mois, pour des milliers de
communisics en QOccident, cetle vague
appréhension s'est transformée en évi-
dence. Dans le numéro de ¢« La Nou-
velle Critique », revue du P.c. frangais,
qui paraitra le mois prochain, on
pourra lire sous la signaturc d'André
Gissclbrecht ces lignes ¢ « Le renouvel-
lemcnt de I'idée du socialisme prit nais-
sance dans le Comité central du P.c.
tchéque lui-méme, par l'entente entre,
hommes d'Etat ¢t hommes de sciences.
1l s'agissait donc d'autre chose que
d’ajouter 4 un modele socialiste un
« supplément de liberté », il s’agissait
d’'une analyse scientifique de I'évolution
des ' forces productives. »
~ Le débat concerne non seulement
fes communistes, mais également
I'homme mioderne, L R K.
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RISING SOVIET NAVAL STRENGTH
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

The conspicuous display of a Soviet naval-amphibious presence in the
Mediterranean during and since the Arab-Israeli war in June 1967 has dram-
atized to the West the Soviet Union's efforts to improve the mobility of
its traditionally land-based military power. As early as 196k, however,
the Soviets gradually began to establish a naval presence in the Mediter-
ranean, using regular submarine patrols and other vessels during the Cyprus
crisis. It was only after Brezhnev demanded withdrawal of the U.S. Sixth
Fleet in April 1967, just before the Arab-Israeli conflict, that the ap-
pearance of additional Soviet naval units in the eastern Mediterranean at-
tracted widespread attention. The presence of a number of tank and troop-
landing ships in the increased force of about thirty to forty combat and
auxiliary vessels drew particular notice, for the Soviets thereby created
the impression they were willing to intervene by means of local landing
operations. This turned out to be merely a gesture, for even at the height
of the six-day war the Soviets gave no sign of wishing to become militarily
involved in Arab-Israeli fighting.

Increase in Soviet Ships

During 1967, 152 Soviet naval vessels entered the Mediterranean through
the Dardanelles, and all but about forty of them entered after the Arab-
Israeli war in June. According to the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
sixty-two of these ships have not re-entered the Black Sea, although some
have probably left the Mediterranean via the Strait of Gibraltar to join
the Pacific and Baltic fleets or to join whatever Soviet naval units may
be in the Indian Ocean.

Since the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, important elements of
the Soviet navy have entered the Mediterranean, also from the Black Sea.
The addition of these ships reinforces the apparently permanent Soviet pres-
ence in the Mediterranean to a total of over fifty warships, supply vessels
and other auxiliaries. These include two cruisers, at least four fast es-
cort vessels, a nuclear submarine plus several conventional submarines, and
six intelligence collecting ships. Most significant was the appearance in
mid-September of the first of the Soviet Union's helicopter carriers, Moskva,
a 25,000 ton vessel commissioned last year, which can carry thirty heli-
copters or operate V.T.0.L. alrcraft. The Moskva is also equipped with
guided missiles, with the launchers on the forecastle. By late October
there was an estimated total of sixty Soviet ships in the Mediterranean,
although there have been indications that the Soviets may have altered or
duplicated the numbers on some of the vessels, in an attempt to mislead
Western observers. So far the ships have been operating in small groups
rather than as a fleet, and in some instances becoming mixed up with Ameri-
can naval units during the latter's maneuvers and snooping on American
radar or counter-radar wave-lengths. (Concurrently, the Soviet press has
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carried direct attacks against the U.S. Sixth Fleet, claiming that the So-
viet naval buildup is in the interest of national security as it is intended
to counter "foreign machinations" near USSR territory.)

There have been recent rumcrs that there will soon be a major rotation
of the Soviet ships, with the Moskva and three missile-armed units scheduled
to return to the Black Sea. If true, the rotation will reduce the force
level to between thirty and forty ships, which was the average number main-
tained during the Arab-Israeli war  Nevertheless, all evidence points to
a permanent Soviet presence and a long-term Soviet interest in the Mediter-
ranean and Nerth Africa. This evidence includes reports that the Soviets
are buiiding mcre helicopter carriers and other ships especially designed
Tor use in the Mediterranean and African waters. Moreover, the Soviets are
developing an amphibicus force, similar to the U.S. Marines, with special
equipment for landing operatiopns. (See attached Time article of 23 February

1968. )

Soviets Seek Port Facilities

In addition to their fleet buildup, the Soviets are seeking special
facilities in North African ports besides the repair facilities already
available to them in Alexandris and Port Said, Egypt, and in Latakia, Syria.
These facilities, together with the provisions and fuel carried by their
own supply vessels, greatly extend their capability for long-term cruising
in the Mediterranean.

In October a Soviet military delegation arrived in Algeria, probably
to discuss additicnal military assistance. (Algeria has already received
some $235 million in military aid from the Soviet Union, and major economic
agreements include Soviet assistance to the Algerian fishing industry and,
over the next few years, purchase by the Soviets of five million hectoliters
of Algerian wines.) It is believed that the Soviets also urged the Algerian
government to agres Lo grant the Soviet fleet fuller use of the facilities
at the former French strategic base cof Mers-el-Kebir in the western Medi-
terranean in return for Soviet maintenance of the base and Soviet training

of the Algerian navy.

Barlier, the Algerians had asked the French for assistance in reor-
ganizing their navy, which is Scviet-=guipped and trailned, and in renovating
Mers-el-Kebir as an Algerian naval base, but to date there has been no
reply from Paris to this proposal. The French decided to quit the base
last year, a decade erarlier than agreed upon in 1962, and since then Alger-
fan officials have repeatedly emphasized that no pcwer, Soviet or other-
wise, would be allowed to establish a base anywhere in Algeria.

Although units of the Soviet fleet have made a number of visits to
Algeria in the past eighteen months, the use which they can currently make
of Mers-el-Kebir facilities is limited, and they are not known to have used
any of the available maintenance facilities in Algiers. As of mid-1968,
total Communist military personnel in Algeria were estimated at between
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1500 and 3000, with probably no more than 60=100 Soviet technical advisers
at Mers~el-Kebir. Thus, recent European press reports that the Soviets have
assumed maintenance of Mers-el-Kebir and that there are now 10,000 to 18,000
Soviet civilian and military technicians in Algeria appear exaggerated.

(On 23 October lzvestia published an article by its Algerian correspondent
in which he ridiculed as a "desert mirage" an article appearing in the

8 October issue of the conservative French paper Aurore reporting 18,000
Soviet "military experts" in Algeria, but such a refutation from the Soviets
may have been desighed to counter the growing attention of the Western press
to the increased Soviet presence in the Mediterranean.)

While French officials doubt the accuracy of these press reports, at
the same time they have expressed genuine concern over growing Soviet influ-
ence on the Algerian economy and the increasing military dependence of Al-
geria on the Soviets. Yet the costs involved, the basic political insta-
bility of Algeria and pressure from various French interest groups would
appear to restrict France's ability to compete with the Soviet Union in
Algeria.

The Soviets are also apparently interested in the Moroccan port of
Casablanca, for they finally received permission from the Moroccan govern-
ment for several ships to visit the port for the first time in mid-October.
The usual routine of calls and entertainment was arranged for them, but
in general their reception was only correct at best. It is rumored that
at the time of the visit, the Moroccans were offered the necessary spare
parts to recommission the dozen or so MIG fighter and trainer aircraft which
the Soviets delivered to them in 1961, but which have not been operational
since late 1965 for lack of spare parts. Apparently a number of Soviet
military technicians who arrived with the fleet have remained in Morocco
to survey maintenance requirements of the aircraft before servicing them.

Widespread Concern over Soviet Presence

In the meantime, there are indications of widespread growing concern
in Europe, the Mediterranean and the Middle East over the Soviet naval thrust
into the Mediterranean. At a mid-October meeting in Lisbon of the Atlantic
Treaty Association, an organization made up of private citizens interested
in promoting understanding and support of alliance policies, General Lyman
Lemnitzer, Supreme Commander, Allied Forces Europe, commented that the So-
viet naval buildup was of "serious concern," but he did not endorse the
alarmist view of it taken by the European press. Most recently the subject
was ralised before the five-day NATO meeting in Brussels, which was concerned
with revising political and military plans as a consequence of the Soviet
occupation of Czechoslovakia. U.S. Senator Henry M. Jackson told the meet-
ing the Soviet Union was apparently building its forces not only in the
Mediterranean, but in the Indian Ocean and Norwegian Sea as well.

The Spanish press has reflected, if not helped to create, the anxiety
of Spaniards over Soviet fleet operations in the Mediterranean, including
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articles on the presence of Soviet ships a few miles from the joint U.S.-
Spanish base at Rota. Spanish concern is heightened, moreover, by their
awareness of the smallnesg of their own navy and thelr dependence on West-
ern forces for their defense.

Although Yugoslavia has allowed Soviet naval units to use shipyard
repalr facilities on its coast, it has recently been concentrating on rais-
ing the combat readiness of its navy since the invasion of Czechoslovakia
and the reinforcement of the Soviet Mediterranean fleet, which could now
be used to pressure either Yugoslavia or Albania for base facilities. (The
Soviets lost a submarine base in Albania because of the Sino-Soviet conflict.)
The Yugoslav government has also announced a supplementary defense alloca-
tion of $32 million for 1968, citing the current world world situation as
the reason. This brings the Yugoslav defense budget to approximately twenty
percent above the 1967 allocation.

Some observers see Moscow's next move, as part of its drive toward
the Mediterranean, in using Bulgaria to pressure Yugoslavia over Macedonia.
For some time Bulgarian newspapers have recalled old Bulgarian claims that
much of Yugoslav territory is really Bulgarian. This press campaign has
become more intense since the beginning of the Czech crisis. Last March
Sofia commemorated the 90th anniversary of the 1878 Treaty of San Stefano,
which aimed to create a "greater Bulgaria" in what is now Yugoslav and
Greek territory. Intervention in that year by the Western powers and the
resulting Berlin Treaty prevented most of Macedonia from coming under
Bulgarian-Russian domination and denied to Russia an outlet on the Aegean
Sea and control of the Turkish Straits, both traditional goals of its
foreign policy. Thus, apprehension in Yugoslav Macedonia —- fed by the So-
viet naval presence in the Mediterranean, Arsb-Israeli tension and Soviet
threats to Yugoslavia since the occupation of Czechoslovakia -- has now
spread to Greek Macedonia. The fear there is that any Soviet-backed Bul-
garian move against Yugoslav Macedonia could develop into a serious threat
to itself.

Others reported to be concerned over the increased Soviet naval
strength include the Tunisian government, whose fears of subversion or ag-
gression by Algeria or Egypt —- since its boycott of the Arab League --
have been heightened by the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia and Tunisia's
condemmation of it; also the Iranian government, whose concern is apparently
based on the possibility that one of the Soviet goals in strengthening its
naval forces is to reopen the Suez Canal, by which the Soviet presence could
then be easily extended into the Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf. In fact,
it has been increasingly rumored that the Egyptians may have already agreed
to a Soviet request to reopen the southern: end of the Suez Canal.

Counteraction by the Western alliance

The Soviet fleet buildup in the Mediterranean has been watched closely,
however, by both NATO and SHAPE, and the reports of additions to the Soviet
fleet have coincided with the anncuncement that the Western alliance is
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HAMBURGER ABENDBLATT, Hamburg e

Italiens Kommunisten

im Osten nicht belieht

- Die,Konterrevolutionire“von Rom .

;';;
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& : ‘ . Eigener Bericht . . Rom 3. Oktober""
» 3 o oy 'Al!S den Zeitung:stinden Mosk'aus,fWarschaus und Ost-Berlins: CPYRGH
i " v ist die ,,Unita* verschwunden. Das Organ der italienischen Kom-~ " - T

munisten, die sich nechen den Russen und Chinesen immer mehr als
" dritter Bruder in der uneinigen Familie herauskristallisieren, wird

; im Osten gehafit und gefiirchtet. Es ist in seinen Leitartikeln der.
- dritten Seite noch »konterrevolutioniirer”, als es Dubcek .. und
© Cernik jemals zu sein wagten. Fast ist es zur Fahne der unter-
driickten Freiheiten.des Ostens geworden, auch wenn die wenigen
Exemplare, die meist eine Woche alt sind, nur heimlich von Hand
i zu Hand gehen. : _ . ‘
% i ¢ g X ern und der; dle zaristischen 'Traditionen Rufland
. Blatt nicht licben. Die Hartnlickig- roten Orthodoxie wellergeht. .. nennen, nannte Ingrao die Fatalitit de:
i keit, mit der es das Modell einer sozia- . Der 21, August wurde vom Gros des ‘bilrokratischen Zentralismus und de
; listischen Perspektive der Vielzahl der KPI-Parteivolks verurteilt. Es hitte Zusammendriingung der ganzen Macht i
Meinungen und der nationalen Eigen- auch gar/ nicht anders sein kbnnen, einem engen Staatsapparat.. Dagege
arten vertrit, ist ihnen ungemein léstig. nachdem die Parteilokale jahrelang mit habe sich die CSSR zu Recht erhebe
Obwohl man in Moskau jede Polemik Schriften ilber einen Kommunismus wollen. Von Rom aus gesehen lige di
mit der Stellung der KPI vermeidet und (iberschwemmt worden waren, der offen Gefahrenquelle fiir den Sozialismu
! Iman sle in Warschau und Ost-Berlin sein wollte zur wZusammenarbeit mit nicht im Prager - Freiheitsstreben, . son
i verdreht und zerredet, hat sich unter den sozialistischen und katholischen dern in den Methoden, die Moskau mi
den Volksmassen der' Ostlinder die Volkskriften'. Nur von den alten Par- den Panzern am Leben erhalte. :
Wahrheit doch sehr schnell verbreitet. teimitgliedern, denen RuBland als »das . )
Man.spricht von Loago wie von einem fg%lﬁ‘;“ﬁedfsksa':;]zllazl:ls;ngmnom im‘xiner Die Revolution steht auf dem Spiel
Apostel der sozialistischen Frelheit. Man [0 5 4 | Ugb' bt ung zudem 1 loB: . Wi ) d
t: ,,Wir haben «cn Sozlalismus, aber ; ertall o ngrao schloB: ,Wir verlangen da
.saffht "die Freiheit* in Westeuropa hat : ) i Ende der blirokratischen Degeneration.
man die Freiheit, aber nicht den Sozia- Suche nach ,,neuen Ufern* ) Wir ver;antgercll eim;.( A?sweituélggjes:gixl}s
; : ' ; - idemokratie, und .desha
L4 lismhus. Die KPI hingegen hat seit To~  Aper im KPI-Hauptquartier will man Eglt‘:?stﬁtazlgrf fmr dile Gruppe - am

gliatti das Problem der sozialistischen
Demokratie, das heiBt der Freiheit aufs
Tapet gebracht. Nur das kann der Weg-
weiser in die Zukunft sein.«

. Uberall wei} man . auch, daB seit Ja-
nusr niemand die Reformbestrebungen
Dubceks mehr unterstiitzt hatte als die
itallenischen Kommunisten. Viele be-
trachteten die CSSR als Vorfeld des ita-
lienischen Experiments eines liberali-

Wer heute, trotz der eingedrungenen
russischen Panzer weiter an einen sol-
chen Kommunismus glaubt, setzt allein
auf die moralische Zugkraft der KPL

.Argumente, aber keine Divisionen

" Fiithlen sich die Fiihrer des italieni-

en Kommunismus stark genug, die in
si¢ gegetzten Hoffnungen auch nur in
etwa zu- erfiillen? Zweifellos-haben sie
zahllose giiltige Argumente, 'aber keine
Divisionen. Sie wissen sehr wohl, daf
der KompromiB von Moskau nur ein
tadenscheiniger ‘Waffenstillstand ist,

sierten, humanistischen Kommunismus.

hinter dem s pirowetsfhe rmmnﬁ%ﬁﬂgﬂfﬁ

den . Bruch zwischen den Generationen
verhindern. Einheitlich solle die Partei
wdie StraBe zu den neuen Ufern“ suchen..
Hinter - dieser poetischen Sprache ver-
birgt sich die Notwendigkeit, eine Dok~
trin und Taktik fiir die Linder der
fortgeschrittenen Industriekultur aus.
zZuarbeiten, ,die in entsetzter Abwehny
dem éstlichen Kommunismus gegen-
{iberstehen“. . : -

Viele Beobachter migen sich fragen,
ob die Kampfansage Longos an die rus-
sische Gewaltherrschaft wirklich' auf-
richtig oder nur taktisch ist. Wir zwei-
feln nicht an der Aufrichtigkeit, weil.
sich Longo bereits viel zu weit vorge-t
wagt hat, als daB er noch zuriickkénnte.’
Italiens KPI-Chef ist {iber Nacht fiir allg'
Trostsuchenden des Ostens zu einem
Mythos geworden, und von einem sol-
chen Mythos kann er sich nicht 16sen,
wenn er sich nicht selbst und seine Par-
tei eindischern B e

In der letzten' Nummer der KPI-Woe,
chenzeitschrift ,Rinascita® . griff der

o

Dubcek. Denn. hier entscheidet’,sich ‘dié
Zukunft der. Revolution. Die -ganze
marxistisch-leninistische Tradition  hat
sich nicht nur .auf die Zustimmung der.
Massen :gegriindet, sondern auch auf dieq
bewuBte. Mobilisierung der Arbeiter<]
klasse und die kollektive Arbeit, aus der,
allein .die schépferischen Energien des]
Sozialisnius kommen konnen.* :

- Die-Konsequenz solch scharf umrissesi
ner Thesen ist klar: Wenn sich der rus=:
sische Block den Liberalisierungsforde-
rungen der .italienischen Kommunisten
verschlieBt -— und bis zum Augenblick
tut er das hartnickig —, dann wird. die
ideologische und organisatorische Tren-
hung von ihm.unvermeidlich. Dartiber
scheint sich Longo.mit den franzbsi-
schen, spanischen -und englischen Ge-
nossen bereits einig zu -sein. Das Wort
Schisma ist noch nicht ‘gefallen, um die
Parteimasse, die in jhrem Reifungsgrad
zurtickgeblieben ist, nicht in die yollige
Verwirrung zu stiirzen; aber .in..der
B&Wzﬁdﬁlung bewegt sich die
ifYergruppe darauf zu.
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Der Weg wird lang. . < :

Der Weg wird lang und schwierig
sein. BEr wird um so schneller zuriickge-
legt, je schirfer sich der russische Druck
auf die tschechoslowakische Freiheif
erweist, je mehr das Moskauer Diktat
die ideologischen Motive des Marxis~,
mus-Leninismus zusammenschligi, je
stirker die Preggezensur und das Ver-
sammlungsverbot den Bankrott " des
kommunistischen Messianismus um=-
schreiben. Mit ‘Entsetzen beobachtet’
man im KPI-Hauptquartier die fort-
schreitende Prager Involution, die von

den Gewaltherren frech ,Normalisie-.

rung* genannt wird. Ein Schlag nach;
dermn anderen kommt gegen das, was;
Togliatti die o~Humanisierung des Sozia-,

-{ismug* -nannte. Die: Reaktidn der ‘KPL:

darauf whre noch schirfer; wenh:Tohgo
nicht Angst hitte, det Sozialdemokrati-
sierung bezichtigt zu. werden. Gut do-
slert setzt er desbalb neben jedep jAn-
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griff auf Moskau einen. Angriff aul' den
‘Westen. . o

Die Furcht vor Spriingen ins Unge-
wisse lihmt. Deshalb ist es.auch noct
nicht zur Einberufung einer Konferenz
der kommunistischen Parteien Westeu=
ropas gekommen, die man in Rom schon
vor zwei Wochen ins Auge fafite und zu
der Belgrad und Bukarest verschiedent-
lich ermutigten. Bisher hat'man es bel
zweiseitigen Zusammentreffen! bewen=-
den lassen. o S -4

Aber wenn Moskau die eingﬁeschlage-'-é .

ne Strafie weitergeht, wird dig KPI ihre

_ Position in einer autonomen Konferenz

der westlichen Kommunisten bestiitigen
miissen; denn der Punkt, an dem sie
angekommen ist, wiirde Resignation,
‘Verwirrung und schlieBlich Verfall boe-
deuten. Longo- hat die ganze Zukunft
gelner Partei auf die Waagschale ge=
worfen. Nach solchem Wagemut kann.er
snicht mehr-kapitullieren.. ‘

boo ey Dr.Fritz Gordian
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HAMBURGER ABENDBLATT, Hamburg
30 October 1968

ITALTAN COMMUNISTS NOT FAVORED IN THE EAST

The "Counterrevolutionaries" of Rome

Rome, 3 October.

L'Unita has disappeared from the newsstands of Moscow, Warsaw,
and East Berlin. The organ of Italy's communists, who along with the
Russians and Chinese are emerging more and more like a third brother
in a disunited family, is hated and feared in the East. In its edi-
torials of the third page it is even more "counterrevolutionary" than
Dubcek and Cernik in their time dared to be. It is as if it has become
the flag of the suppressed freedoms of the East, even though the few
copies available (which usually are a week old) are passed secretly
from hand to hand. v

"The fraternal parties" cannot like this paper. The persistence
with which it represents the model of a socialist perspective based
on a multitude of opinions and national peculiarities is uncommonly
burdensome to them. Though Moscow avoids all polemics with the position
of the Communist Party of Italy (PCI) and though Warsaw and East Berlin
twisted and distorted its position, the truth nevertheless has quickly
spread among the popular masses of the eastern countries.

Longo is spoken of as an apostle of socialist freedom. In the
East, people say: "We have socialism but not freedom; in Western
Europe they have freedom but not socialism. But the PCI since
Togliatti has brought to the fore the problem of socialist democracy,
i.e., freedom. That is the only way to the future."

It is known everywhere also that since January no one has supported
Dubcek's efforts at reform more than the Italian communists. Many -
regarded Czechoslovakia as the testing ground for the Italian experiment
of a liberalized, humanistic communism. Whoever currently, despite the
intrusion of Russian tanks, can still believe in such a communism now
must rely on the PCI's moral attraction alone.

Arguments but no Divisions

Do the leaders of Italian communist feel strong enough to fulfill
substantially the hopes rested in them? They certainly have countless
valid arguments, but no military divisions. They know very well that
the Moscow compromise is only a fake armistice behind which the dramatic
tug of war continues between the Prague reformers and Red orthodoxy.

The 21st of August was massively condemned by the PCI rank-and-file.
It could hardly be otherwise, after the local party units for years had
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been swamped with writings about a communism which claimed to be open to
"cooperation with socialistic and Catholic forces." Only the old party
members to whom Russia remains the "first land of socialism" could approve
of the Russian invasion.

Search for "New Shores"

But the PCI headquarters wants to prevent the break between genera-
tions. With unity the party is to seek "the way to new shores." Be-
hind this political language hides the necessity to work out the doc-
trine and tactics of countries with an advanced industrial culture "which
stand clear of Eastern communism in defensive disengagement."

Many observers may ask whether Longo's challenge to Russian hegemony
is ‘genuine or merely tactical. We have no doubt as to its genuineness,
because Longo has already ventured too far to be able to turn back. Italy's
PCI chief has become overnight a mythical figure for all those in the East -~
who are seeking solace, and he cannot destroy this myth without smashing
himself and his party to smithereens.

In the last issue of the PCI weekly journal Rinascita, the young party
ideologic Ingrao made a frontal attack on the whole structure in the East.
What others called the Czarist tradition of Russia, Ingrao called the fa-
tal flaw of bureaucratic centralism and the concentration of all power
in a narrow state apparatus. Czechoslovakia justifiably protested against
it. From Rome's point of view the real danger of socialism was not to
be found in Prague's strivings for freedom but in Moscow's methods, which
it tries to keep alive with the help of tanks, according to Ingrao.

The Revolution Is at Stake

Ingrao concluded "we demand the end of bureaucratic degeneration,
we demand an extension of inner party democracy and therefore we sup-
port the group around Dubcek. For here the future of the revolution is
being decided. The whole Marxist-Leninist tradition has based itself
not only on the consent of the masses but also on the conscious mobili-
zation of the working class and on collective work, out of which alone
the creative energies of socialism can arise."

The consequence of such sharply delineated theses is clear: if the
Russian bloc closes its mind to the liberalizing demands of the Italian
communists -- and up to now it is doing just that and very stubbornly --
then an ideological and organizational parting of the ways will be inevi-
table. In this, Longo already seems to be of one mind with the French,
Spanish, and English comrades. The word "schism'" has not yet been men-
tioned because it would throw the party masses, who lag behind in their
degree of maturity, into complete confusion. But in terms of practical
development, the intellectual leader group is moving in this direction.
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The Revolution Will be Long ...

The road will be long and difficult. But the road will be traversed
50 much the more quickly, the more sharply, Russian pressure is exerted
on Czechoslovak freedom, the more the Moscow "diktat" smashes the ideo-—
logical motive force of Marxism-Leninism, the more strongly press cen-
sorship and the ban on free assembly demonstrate the bankruptey of commu-
nist messianism. With horror, the PCI headquarters watched the continu-
ing Prague-involution which the power lords impudently call "normaliza-
tion." One blow after another is being delivered against what Togliatti
called "the humanization of socialism." The reaction of the PCI would
be even sharper if lLongo were not afraid of being accused of being a
social democrat. With even doses, he therefore accompanies every attack
on Moscow with an attack on the West.

The fear of a leap-into the unknown is paralyzing. For this reason
it has not yet come to the point of convoking a conference of West Euro—
pean communist parties, an idea which arose two weeks ago in Rome and
which Belgrade and Bucharest independently encouraged. Before that, bi-
lateral meetings were more the order of the day.

But if Moscow persists in the course it has undertaken, the PCI will
have to confirm its position in an autonomous conference of Western com-
munists; for it has come to a point where resignation, confusion, and
finally failure is to be expected. Longo has thrown the whole future of
his party in the balance. After such boldness he can no longer capitu-
late.

Dr. Fritz Gordian
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nistra serve solo all’attuale gruppo
dirigente deila DC. Se si vuol dun-
que battere il prepotere dc occor-

.re far cadere .ogni tentativo, ogni:
‘yelleitd di ripresa o di rilancio del.
_centro smistra. .

In verith, quello che ©go! pre-

f;do'mina nella discussione politica,
; & il problema del rapporto con nol. :

comunisti e con lopposizione di: |

sinistra. Si parla cosl dell’gsigenza!

‘di far cadere il principio della de-:
| limitazione della maggioranza, st

'mtferma che sarebbero da ‘Instau. |
irare nuovi e corretti rapporti fra:
maggiloranza € opposizione; si di-
ice che comunque sarebbe da ri-
prendere quella sfida che l'qnore-
vole Moro lancid baldanzosamenta
‘contros di noi nel congresso Na-
.pol* della DC e che ha fatiq una
ine cosi miseranda. Non sottgvalu-
fiamo {1 travaglio di molti ‘degll
jgomini politici che avanzango que-
i§%a ipotesi, sia nel PSU che nella:
‘D, =ssi testimoniano I'esaurimen-
“to del centro sinistra e la coscien-:
7z, della diresione in cui occorre
cercare una soluzione. Ma proprio.
;pe’ questo non possiamo in alcun
‘vruodo avallare alibi o contribuire
o alimentare equivoci.
© Dobbiamo denunciare il tentati-
‘vo di quanti parlano di «corretti
repporti» con i comunisti o di su-
peramento della delimitazione del-
.la maggioranza, per ridare credito
“alla [ormula fallimentare del cen-
. tro sinistra, per mascherare il loro
. cedimento. Vaneggia chi parla di
‘yolonta di inserimento dei comuni-
sti nel centro sinistra. Questa @
uns pura e semplice calunnia. Ben
altro vogliamo. Per ben altro ci
battiamo.

1! dibattito svoltos! in prepara-
zicne dell'imminente Congresso del
partito socialista unificato ha la.

sciato in ombra { problemi pil at-

tuali della vita economica e socla-
le del Paese. Una discussione per
formule, & volte astratta e incom-
prensibile. Escluse le posizioni del
tutto nette della sinistra, tutte le
altre tendevano a sfumarsi ed @
lasciare aperte le piut diverse ipo-
test per le combinazioni di vertice
dopo il Congresso. Un dibattito che
per cid non poteva interessare le
grandi masse, caratterizzato da me-
toc! clientelari ed anche peggio sul
quale il giudizio, per quanto se-
vero, & superato da quello che gli
stessi dirigenti del PSU sono co::
stretti ad esprimere, )

Costruire
un’aliernativa

Grave e seria & la respon-
sabilita dei delegati che si
. riuniranno per il I Congres-
s0 del PSU. Essi dovranno
in primo luogo. trarre un

bilancio sull’azione svolta in
questi ultimi anni e svi gua-
sti che la rottura a sinisira
¢ nel movimento operaio ha
determinato. Quanti manten-
gono vivi gli ideali del so-
cialismo e le tradizioni del
. vecchio PSI dovranno riflet-
tere su quanto sia costata
{'unificazione soclaldemocra-
tica in termini di cedimento
¢ di abbandono di pesizioni di
., principio. In questi mesi nel
fa fila soclallste 8! b levato
'allarme per l'offuscarsi del
carattere socialista e classi-
sta dcl partito, per la poll
tica di collaborazione subal-
terna ¢ di copertura a sini-
stra dzila D.C. A noi sembra
indispensabile  un  ripensas
mento sull’esperienza di quc-
* sti anni, perché il PSU pos-
v " sa arrivare ad un cambia-
mento di linca e di impo-
 stazione. In questo senso, sa-
lutiamo fraternamente tutti
i compagni del PSU che av-
- vertono come la sconfitta
clettorale del “loro partito
debba attribuirsi ad una po-
litica profondamente shaglia-
$ ta, sentono la necessita di
cambiare, vogliono ricercare
le strade per una nuova uni.
ta delle sinistre, loitare per
'avvenire socialista dell'Ita-
tia.

.

Il problema maturo, all’'ordine’
del giorno in Italia — ha continua-
te Natta — & quello della costru-
zione di una alternativa democra-
tica al centro sinistra. Questa emer-
ge come necessith dai problemi del-

‘1a socletd italiana, dalle lotte del
lavoratori, dallo sviluppo del pro-

cesso unitario delle forze di sini-

- stra, laiche e cattoliche. Da quall

condizioni nasce la possibilith e ne-
cessitd di quest'alternativa? Come
dare unita a forze politiche e so-
ciall, a gruppi e movimenti auto-
noml diversi? Su quali obiettivi
concentrare il movimento e la lotta?

La prima condizione & data dal-
Y'amplezza, dalla profondith e dalle
novitd del movimento delle masse.
Nel dibattito congressuale tutto il
partito deve approfondire critica-
mente queste esperienze. Il quadro
di movimento, di lotte, di tensione
politica, ideale e sociale della so-
clethd Italiana non & certo casuale.
Rivendichiamo anche alla politica
ed all'azione del nostro partito una
parte importante del merito per
questo nuovo volto del nostro Pae-
se. Esso & stato investito in questi
anm da processi economici € socia:
1i propri delle societh capitalisti-
che cosiddette avanzate, anche se
il fenomeno si intreccia con anti-
che contraddizioni e squilibrl.

Ma tutta l'evoluzione della situa-
zione di questi venticinque anni &
caratterizzata dalla presenza e dal-
1a lotta del movimento operalo. su
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gli ha consentito di affermarsi co-
me forza nazionale dirigente dalla
Resistenza ad oggi. Non siamo riu-
scit1, & vero, ad impedire la restau-
razione capitalistica ed un tipo di
sviluppo dominato dai monopoli,
‘pé ad imporre un diverso tipo di
sviluppo basato suile riforme di
struttura, su trasformazioni demo-
cratiche e socialiste della societh.
‘Ma abbiamo realizzato conquiste
. assal importanti sul piano econo-
! mico-sociale e politico; siamo avane
'pat{ come PnArtito e, aoprattiito,
.nbvita del movimento deile massc.
‘Nel dibattito congressuale tutto il
partito deve approlondire critica-
‘mente queste esperienze. Il quadro
‘di movimento, di lotte, di tcnsione
politica, ideale e sociale della s0-
cletd ftaliana non ¢ certo casuale.
Rivendichiamo anche alla politica
‘ed all’'azione del nostro partito una
parte importante del merito per
questo nuovo volto del nostro Pae
se. Esso & stato investito in questi
anm da processi economici e socia-
li propri delle societdh capitalisti-
che cosiddette avanzate, anche se
il fenomeno si intreccia con anti-
che contraddizioni ¢ squilibrl.

Ma tutta l'evoluzione della situa-
zione di questi venticinque anni &
caratterizzata dalla presenza e dal-
la lotta del movimento operaio, su
una linea strategica e politica che
:gli ha consentito.di affermarsi co-
:me forza nazionale dirigente dalla
‘Resistenza ad oggl. Non siamo riu-
‘scit1, & vero, ad impedire la restau-
razione capitalistica ed un tipo di
sviluppo dominato dai monopoli,
ne ad imporre un diverso tipo di
sviluppo basato sulle riforme i
struttura, su trasformazioni demo-
cratiche e socialiste della societa.
Ma  abbiamo realizzato conquiste
assal importanti . sul piano econo-
mico-sociale e politico: siamo avan-
zat! come Partito e, soprattutto,
abbiamo fatto avanzare la coscien-
za " della necessitda e i1 moto per
un cambiamento profondo. L'impor-
tanza di questa lotta si avverte og-
gi, poiché di fronte al tipo di svi-
luppoe economico monopolistico ed
al.2 sue tendenze autoritarie, si al-
larga. la combattivita .democratica
di masse sempre piti vaste e della
gioventu. .

Siamo di fronte ad una vigoro-
sa ripresa unitaria delle lotte ope-
raie, le quali abbracciano tutta la
condizione di fabbrica e riguarda-
no anche il potere contrattuale dei
sindacati e dei lavoratori. Si sono
conseguiti notevoli risultati sul pia-
no degli accordi aziendali.

Importanti movimenti si svilup-
pano inoltre sul problema delle
pensioni, nelle lotte per rompere
le .gabbie salariali, contro le smo-
bilitazioni e i licenziamenti che
provocano la reazione di intere cit-
ta, da Trieste a Pisa, da Palermo
a Roma e a Napoll.

Malgrado i punti deboli questo
movimento offre.un quadro com-
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batttva, che si prepara alle grandi
battaglie del 1969 per il rinnovo
dei contratti di lavoro. A queste

‘lotte debbono guardare tutti colo-

12> che ritengono necessario un:

‘cambiamento della situazione po-'
litica italiana. Senza tentativi di'

strumientalizzazione politica delle:
autonome battaglie sindacall, non
pud tuttavia sfuggire che la spin-
ta operaia tende a imporre un
nuovo tipo di sviluppo. Nel cor-:
80 delle lotte che hanno mobilita-
‘to milionl di lavoratori & andato
avanti {1 processo di unith sinda-
cale: un problema che interessa
tutta la democrazia italiana.

Anche nelle campagne si & allar-
gato il movimento dei lavoratori
della ‘terra e del contadini. Dopo
le elezioni il movimento ha c¢ono-
sciuto uno sviluppo nuovo e 1mn-
petuoso. La durezza e la difficolth
incontrate da queste lotte deriva-
no dal fatfo che sulle masse dei
contadini e dei lavorator: della ter-
ra & caduto il” peso maggiore del
processo di trasformazione della
societd italiana. Ma pur'in queste
difficili condizioni mai & stata am-
-mainata Ia bandiera della riforma
agraria.

Nuove forze sono scese in canil-
na guest’anno, a rivendicare uns
auova politica agraria di riforme
@ trasformazioni produttive. Il mo-
vimento per l'unitd del movimento
.vontadino & senza dubbio piu len-
to e difficile. Tuttavia, anche qui
registriamo fatti nuovi e’ interes-
saatl

%18 rivelato inconsistente il ten-:
fativo scissionistico messo in ple
di due anni fa dal PSU. Sintomi
41 erisi e difficolth si sono avver
4iti nella confederazione bopomia-
‘uk. Smo senza dubbio un altro
 sintomo della situazione. ‘

il movimenio

studeniesco

Accanto alle lotte delle or-
ranivzazioni tradizionall, ope-
rai¢ e contadine, il movimen-
fo registra la presenza atl-
va di forze non erganizzate
nei partiti ¢ nei movimendi
di classe, ma che tultavia
si poangono sub terreno del
rinnovamento democratico ¢
sacialista del Paese: si trat-
ta in primo luogo del mo.
vimento studentesco, La sua
Ioita ha conseguilo importan-
ti risullati. 11a dato un col
po ai propositi di ristruttu.
razione conservatrice del cen-
tro-sinistra, ha fatte emer
gere con forza la coscienza
della erisi strutturale della
nostra scuola, ha indcholite
{1 sistema autoritario nelle

plessivo di una cAPRIEYAET egRelease 2000817 < GlARRP7§:03061A00040003Q0R73; & ag aitn

turata necllo scontro la co-
scienza del rapporto organi-
co che deve esserci tra la
hattaglia per il rinnovamen-
to della scuola con la loita

«  gRenerale contro il sistema car
pitalistico,

Noi abbiamo dato il no-
stro appoggio al movimento
studentesco, in un rapporto
non sole di comprensiond e
atuto, ma di dihatlite apers
tn, di collaborazione critica.
Vogliamo lavorare ad una ri-

s presa del movimento, ad uno
sviluppo del suo carattere di
riassa., Far crescere il movi.
meuto studentiesco e giovani.
le, nella sua autonomia e nel
12 sua forza di massa, & una
esigenza cessenziale non solo
per la scuola, ma per tutia
la. societd italiana.

il fenomeno va oltre i1 movimen-
-to studentesco. Investe lo sviluppo
ydl circoli, di riviste, di gruppi di-
versi nel campo cattolico e socia-

* ‘lista, che esprimono una tenden-

7a generale all’estensione della par-
tecipazione alla vita politica, che
cercano la via per imporre un
cambiamento della situazione ita.
liana e un proprio ruolo autono-
‘mo nella lotta per il soclalismo.
Noi esprimiamo una comprensio--
ne profonda verso questi gruppi,
Il consideriamo forze partecipi del-
l'incessante processo degli orlenta.
menti e della lotta per avanzare
verso il socialismo. Nel vastissimo
panorama fin qui considerato an-
drcbbero compresi altri impor.
tant! gruppi sociali, come quelll
del ceto medio produttivo delle
cittd, che si muovono anch’essi su
un terreno antimonopolistico.
Accanto al moto delle forze so-
ciall,” puardiamo a quanto avvie-,
ne nello schieramento politico, den-
tro e fuori del centro-sinistra per

. individuare le condizioni di una

alternativa democratica. Il succes
80 elettorale delle forze unitaris
di sinistra ba confermato la giu-
stezza dl una scelta del PCI, del
PSIUP e di altrl gruppl voita ad .
operare un’inversione di tenden-
za per dare vita ad una base di
apgregazione di forze socialiste e
democratiche. 11 processo & anda
to e pud andare ancora pill avantl,
Ho gid detto del PSU — ha con-
tinuato Natta — delle manovre per .
farlo tornare all'ovile decl centro-
sinistra, decl deterioramento subito
con l'unificazione socialdemocrati- -

ca. Non possiamo tuttavia dimen- s
importanti, come la: @

ticare fatti
coilaborazione tuttora esistente in
tante amministrazionl comunali;
net - sindacati, nelle cooperative,
nelle organizzazioni contadine. N2
dimenticare come sia stata finora
battuta, in gran parte daglt stes:
si compapgni socialisti, l'idea del
« sindacato socialistan. In questa
situazione riteniamo che non sarhd

realizzare il piano della ripresa
del centro-sinistra. Noi faremo co-
mungue il possibile perché questo
non avvenga. :

No a un nvove
cenfre-sinistra

. 1 fenomeni che caratterizzano {l
.processo {n atto nel movimento
-caitolico investono anche la D.C.

L'uitimo consiglio nazlonale ha
dovuto registrare il {allimento del-
Ia linea seguita con il centro-sini-
.stra, riconoscere 11 crescere di
.gruppl .politici e di orientamenti
nuovi in gruppi come le ACLI che
contestano ormai la concezione
dell'interclassismo e la funzione
stessa della D.C. Ha visto
la sinistra svolgere un duro attac-
co contro le posizioni moderate e
vonservatriel del gruppo dirigen-
te attuale e pgli stessi personaggi
dorotei formulare ipotesi che ave-
vano, tutle, I'assillo di fare i conti
con la realtd del paese e con il
nostro partito. Oltre la « filosofia
di luglion, la DC non & finora an-
.dats nel definire una lineca, men-
tre -sono cresciuti 11 disagio e la
opposizione della sinistra, Quanto
:del resto sia aspro il cammuno
per la ricucitura del centro-sini-

:stra lo dimostrano tutte le ultime -

‘vicende politico-parlamentari.
Tutto il partitc deve avere chia-

‘ro 11 senso di una battaglin aper-

ta: nelle prossime settimane, &

* possibile far saltare { calcoli e le

‘speranze delle forze conservatricl
italiane, di Rumor e di Nenni.

I B' possibile imporre un cam-
;blamento, far avviare la vita poli-
tica del Paese su una nuova stra
-da, far crescere I'ondata del 19
‘magglo, contro la DC e contro il
centro sinistra. -

_Ecco le basi per un cam-
biamento e la costruzione di
una alternativa democratica:
sviluppo e allargamento del-
le lotie operaie, contadine,
di tutte lc forze aniimono-
'+ polistiche; presenza combats
‘ tiva di movimenti autono-
mi, come quello studentesco;
" avanzamento del processo
unitario tra forze sociali di-
verse In funzione antimono-
polistica; collegamento ogget-
tivo e ricerca di unitd fra
forze politiche di sinistra lai-
che e cattoliche, interne ed
estecrne 'al centro-sinistra.
Questo processo per- la for-,

mwiazione di una nuova mag.
P gioranza ¢ per P'unitd delle
; sinistre, non & nC breve nd

facile. Tuttavia pud essere
portate avanti con un com-
plesso ¢ vario sviluppo di
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' innanzi tutto la riaffermazio-
ne piena del conceito lenini-

o st‘a e gramsciano del partito
: come organizzazione politica
. che fa politica in rapporto
.vivo con la realti, stimolan-

mocratica, una coscienza uni-
taria e una volonti colletti-
va del partito, agendo in
{ modo che le grandi masse

compiano la propria espe-

rienza e su questa base mi.
‘surino e si convincano della
giustezza della linea e della
(ti.itrezlone' politica ‘del par-
ito.

Riaffermare questo carattere del.
partito & oggi importante. Questa
.concezione del partito assume in-
fatti un significato critico. di. fron-
te ad altre esperienze. Inoitre, ca
una parte, & necessario respingere:
e battere le tendenze riaffioranti
di tipo estremistico, che approda.’
no allo spontaneismo, al primiti-:
vismo organizzativo delle forma-
sioni setiarie; dall’altra dobbiamo’
respingere le spinte che emergono.
dal sistema economico in atto con-
tro gl istituti democratici e il si-
stema dei partiti. ‘ . :
. Nel fenomeno positivo della ri-:
cerca ‘di espressioni e forme nuove:
dell'impegno politico “ ¢’ tuttavia
anche il riflesso dei limicl' e degli.
Impacci ad una reale e democrati-
ca partecipazione alla vita e alla
battaglia politica attraverso i par-
titi. La polemica def glovani — no-
ritenlamo centrall e decisivi in que-
5i0 momento riguardano una nuo-:
va politica estera di pace, di supe!
ramento dei blocchi e di neutrali-!
ta attivita, e lo sviluppo economico,;
il consolidamento e l'allargamento:
della vita democratica. :

La programmuzione
sia «saljande »

Non intendiamo fornire un qua-

dro della situazione economica del

Paese ¢ indicare tutto il comples-
so di proposte che noi avanziamo,
Intendiamo sottolineare 1 puntl
sul quali & necessario premere per
un cambiamento generale e com-:

-plessivo e che costituiscono al tem-
‘po stesso obbiettivi jmmediat] del,
;movimento e della pressione delle
:masse lavoratricl. Il primo di gue-:
‘'sti punti riguarda il naufragio del

programma di sviluppo eponomi-
co del governo Moro-Nennl. A par-
te la cifra dell’incremento del red-
dito. che si mantiene a stento, tut.
ti gli altri dati del Piano Pierac-

do la partecipazione alla bat-
taglia del complesso dei mi-!
litanti, formando, per via de-!

nel campo delle grandi concentra-
zioni industriali (Fiat-Citroen, Eni-
Montedison) dimostra linesistenza’
di una programmazione economica’
nel nostro Paese. i
_ Altro punto controverso & il giu-
dizio sul tipo di sviluppo economi-"
co verificatosi in Italia in questi
anni, orientato sulla ricerca del
massimo profitto e non nell'inte-
resse del Paese. In questo indiriz-
zo generale stanno le cause deolla’
marginalizzazione crescente e del-
P'aggravarsi dei problemi dell'agri-
coltura, dell'accresciuto squilibrio,
fra Nord e Sud, dell’accantona-
mento di ogni proposta di rifor-
ma, della mancata soluzione dei
problemi della scuola e dell'Uni-
versitd, ecc. Terzo punto, per noi
centrale, riguarda l'accrescersi de-
gli squilibri sociali a danno degli
operal, di larghi strati di contadi-

.+ ni, della povera gente. Non & pos-’
" sibile, & nostro parere, parlare di’
allargamento del mercato interno,
se non si parte da questo proble-
ma, dagll intollerabili salari ope-
rai, dalla poverta del reddito con-
tadino. dai minimi di fame delle’
pensioni.

Per porre fine al mali dl cul sof-,
fre il Paese, noi proponiamo una’
politica di riforme che affronti’
‘organicamente le cause del di
storto sviluppo economico. Tale po-:
litica di riforme non significa rin.:
iviare la soluzione dei problemi in: |

partec:-
pazione demoeratica non @
solo una cesigenza di fondo
per la programmazione. che
noi indichiamo, ma-una ne-
cessita per lo sviluppo del
Paese in tutti i campi. Questo
tema sottende a quello deci-
sivo del rapporio fra demo-
crazia ¢ socialismo, — ¢ lo
sottolinciamo — non solo
per dissipare cquivoci ~ sul
caratterc « pacifico» della
via italiana, non solo per ri-
badire la visione di essa
come un processo di lotte di
massa, tanto pii agevoli e
decisive quanto pin il terre.
no di combattimento & qucl

* .lo di un regime democratico.

Il sistema capitalistico, necl
suo sviluppe monopolistico
¢ nella sua difcsa di fronte
alle lotte soclali e politiche,
reagisce non solo sul terre
no economico, ma su quel
lo politice, con le tendenze
autoritarie, lo svuotamento
degli istituti demodératici e,
nei momenti pin acuti, con
U'attacco reazionario.

D'altro canto, non solo nella clas-
:se operaia ma in.altri strati socia-
1, tra i giovani, matura la persua-
isione che le conquiste sul terreno
isociale e delle riforme debbono’
saldarsi, per essere consistenti, ad
un pilt ampio intervento, democra-

'tempi lunghi. Una organica poli-; fuco, a possibilita di gestione e

«irq dl riforme parte anzi dalle
questioni immediate, per dar lavo-
ro & chi non ne ha, miglorare le
condizioni di vita degli »peral e
dei contadini, per dare sdlievo ai
.pensfonati. Cid & anche ecynomica-
mente indispensabile per Vallarga-
mento del mercato interno. Occor-
‘ro inoltre una diversa scelta sugli
‘investimenti, spostare le risorse
verso le esigenze veramente essen-
ziall a partire dalla difesa del suo-
lo, dalle trasformazioni fondiarie,:
dallirrigazione per rendere piu:
produttiva l'agricoltura. Questo si-,
gnifica programmazione democra
tica e antimonopolistica, intesa co-
me una linea. Qui giunglamo anche |
al carattere meridionalistico che
deve avere la programmazione de:
mocratica.

Tutto questo significa dare pre-
‘minenza al settore pubblico della
economia assicurando la sua ge-
stione democratica, ponendosi il
‘problema di eliminare gli sprechi
‘e di fare le riforme, in primo luo-
go quella agraria e quella urbani-:
stica.

:controllo da parte delle masse. Di
qui il valore di esperienze che, pur
‘nel loro limiti nel nostro Paese, ed
‘anche nel loro insuccessi come in-
Francia,
nuove ed originali di partecipazio-
ne e di potere democratico nelle
fabbriche,
‘miamo che non- vi & contrasto tra
I'obbiettivo del rinnovamento degii
i{stituti della democrazia rappresen-
tativa e la loro funzione, e la ricer-
ca di forme ed istituti nuovi di de-
mocrazia diretta; al contrario, le
due. esigenze sono inseparabili e
‘connesse l'una con I'altra.

Su questa linea si muovono le
‘proposte nostre, volte a far cresce-
re la partecipazione democratica e
:a realizzare degli spostamenti nel
‘rapportl di forza. Qui sono gli ob-
. biettivi della lotta per il rinnova-
mento e 1o sviluppo della democra-
zia, per una riforma democratica
dello Stato. E qul sono nello stes-
.50 tempo le leve per la crescita di
.un movimento democratico @ po-
‘ polare articolato, vivo e di tale

hanno proposto forme

nelle universith, Affer-

{amplezza da riuscire a garantire

Le questioni della demo-
crazia sono strettamente le-
gale a fquelle dello sviluppo
cconomico ¢ delle riforme
sociali. In questo legame sta
uno dei momenti essenziall
di tutta la nostra strategia.

i successo alle conquiste sociali, al-

la lotta per le riforme e da esse:

re in grado di far fronte alle rea--
zioni dei gruppi dirigenti capitali-

stici e di batterie, quale che fosse

il terreno su cul volessero avventu-
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| periceli
auioritari

I} pericolo del ricorso alla vio-:
lenza. e agli attentati antidemocra-
tici & sempre aperto e politicamen-
te attuale. Occorre non sottovalu.
tario. Occorre essere pronti alla ri-
sposta. Ma la paranzia prima per
evitare il rischio & lo sviluppo con-
seguente della lotta e delle istitu.
zioni democratiche, dell’organizza-
zlone politica e sindacale, gella
combattivith e partecipazione gelle
larghe masse deji lavoratori e del
popolo. 11 valore di rottura che:og-
gi sempre pill assumono le rifor-
me nel regime di capitalismo mo-
ngpolistico di Stato, la spinta e le
esperienze nuove sul terreno della
partecipazione c¢i riconducono a
quel punto nodale della nostra
strategia che & il rapporto tra ri-
forme e democrazia, tra riforme e
rivoluzione. Ribadiamo che dqui @&
la ragione di radicale differenza
tra la nostra strategia rivoluziona.
ria e le tradizionali impostazioni
del riformismo. Le vicende di que-
sti anni cf sembra confermino un-
giudizio ~he tuttavia deve essere
aperte &l dibattito, ma la nostra
latia — anche sul terreno teorico:
-~ leve sempre pill riuscire a spe-’
rimentare questa che & la verith
della- via italiana al socialismo. :

A conclusione del suo rapey
porto il compagno Naita ha
affrontato i problemi del
partito, della sua organizza-
zione e della sua vita inter-
na. Quello che occorre — ha
loite, di convergenze unita.
ric ¢ momenti di collibora-
zione anche su obbietlivi li.
nritati e parziali, Questo ¢ il
compite, urgente e attuale,
dei comunisti. Senza di. noi
sarebbe imnensabile e impos..
sibile, in Ttalia, un preeces-
s0 unitario di questo tipo.

51 pongono in  questo quadro
anche i problemi della pill ravvi-
cinata prospettiva politica. Mi
sembra perfino inuti's ribadire la
necessitad che l'attuale governo sia
. spazzato” via. Gid gravi dannl ha
arrecato al Paese. La sua speran-
za di sopravvivenza sta nell'evita-
roe i problemi, nel farli marcire,
nel non far lavorare {l Parlamen-
to L'Italia pon pud sopportare
una tale politica. D'altra parte ri.
teniamo del tutto improponibile un
rilancio del centro-sinistra.e pen.
stamo che, ove questo tentativo
_venisse compiuto, assal gravi po-
trebbero essere le conseguenze sul
‘piu‘ino dei rapporti sociali e poli-
‘tlel,

E allora? Come risolvers, nello
- Immediato 11 problema della crisi
politica aperta dal fallilmento del

torali del 19 maggio? Nol lavoria-
mo per mandare avanti il processo
di’ unith fra tutte le forze di sini-
stra laiche e cattoliche, fra forze
politiche e sociali diverse, gruppi o
moviment{ autonomi. E’ chiaro che
i1 PCI e questo schieramento han

no una funzione decisiva nelle bat--
taglie di opposizione. Noi ¢t battia.-

mo perd anche -sul plano parla-

mentare per soluzioni cho non si-

gnifichino alcun ritorno, comunque
mascherato, al centro-sinistra, ma
segnino un passo avanti per l'av-
vio a soluzione dei pih urgenti pro-

blemi del Paese e dei lavoratori, -

e verso la formazione di una nuo-
va maggioranza. Per questo siamo
disposti a discutere con tutte le
forze di sinistra, animati solo dal-
la volontd di far progredire la so-
luzione dei problemi della societd
italiana, degli operai, dei contadini,
di tutti i lavoratorl, pronti a spe-
“rimentare forme nuove di unita e
-anche soltanto 'di convergenze o di
collaborazione, a tutti. i livelll, e
in tutte le assemblee elettive, dai
comuni al Parlamento.
1 punti programmatici che noi

nostante la grande prova di fidu-.

cia del 19 maggio — investe anche
il nhostro partito e coglie problemi

‘ed esigenze reali che sarcbbe gra- .
‘ve fe non valutassimo giustamente.

Siamo in veritd di fronte a si-

‘tuazioni nuove per il ranporto fra

:{] partito e il complesso dei mo-
vimenti, delle organizzazioni e dei
gruppi politici e culturali che si
collocano sul terrero della lotta
democratica e soclalista. Per que-
sto & necessaria una forte azione
di orientamento del partito perché
emerga con piit chiarezza che tut.
ta la nostra linea politica esize
un rafforzamento della funzione di-
rigente del partito, esige un im-
peano senza egusli del partito e del
comuniati, di presenza e dl irizia.
tiva in tutta la sorietd. in tntte le
organizzazioni; un impegno di chia-
rezza e combattivita jdaoologicn e
politica, di mobilitazione delle
energie e della partecivazione po-
polare, di conquista del consenso.
Pluralismo, autonomia dei movi
menti di classe, e democraticl, po-
litica di unitd, straterla delle ri-
forme fanno contare di piu il par.
tito e il comnito che deve essereli
proprio di sintesi, di direzione po-
litica, di strumento di egemonla,
secondo il metodo del confronto
critico, della dialettica aperta, del
rapporto tra eguali con le alire
forze del movimento operaio e de-
mocratico. Ma proprio per questo
il partito deve mantenere e ra‘
forzare i suoi caratterl peculiari di
organizzazione politica di massa e
di lotta, deve tendere sompre Dpiii
a d'venire Ulintellettuale colletts
v6 di cui parlava Gramscl. Il dn-

tema e un orientamento generale:
quelli di un profondn, audace svi
luppo democratico, della partecipa-
zione del pilt grande numero pos:
sibile di militanti comunistl alle
sceite e alla lotta del partito.

B . B
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22 November 1968

NEW REALITY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
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S the 78, OOO ton aircraft carrier -
U.S.S. Forrestal slid out of the
GreeK port of Salonica one grey dawn
last week, a 900-ton escort ship waited
for her just outside the harbor. The
Forrestal turned southward into the Ae-
gean Sea, and the escort dutifully took
up station a mile astern, rolling gently
in the huge carrier’s wake. At midday,
when the Forrestal catapulted her Phan-
tom jets into clearing skies, the escort
drew alongside to within 50 yards of

the carrier. But not a signal was ex-:

changed. The escort vessel was Russian,
a super gunboat of the Mirka class,
and the Forrestal had not invited her
to tag along.

. Invited or not, the Soviet navy has
made itself at home all over the Med-
iterranean in sharply increasing num-
bers. Acting as if they had nothing to
lose but their anchor chains, the Rus-
sians are everywhere now—tailing the
U.S. Sixth Fleet, showing the Red Flag
from the Dardanelles to Gibraltar, re-
sorting to old-fashioned gunboat diplo-
macy to keep the big powers baffled
and the smaller ones uneasy.

Snap of the Fingers. Black-bereted
naval infantrymen, the Soviet version
of Marines, stroll the streets of Da-
mascus. Intelligence trawlers refuel at
what has become the Soviets’ main Med-
iterranean port of call, Alexandria. So-
viet patrol boats tie up 1,700 miles to
the west at the Algerian port of Mers-¢l-
Kebir. Soviet subs play hide-and-seek
with NATO patrols underneath the heel
of Italy. Overhead, from bases in Egypt,
Soviet “Badger” class planes, their red
stars painted over with Egyptian mark-
ings, wing daily across the Mediter-
rancan to shadow Allied fleets,

- What are the Russians up to? NATO
commanders do not know the answer,
but they do know that the new Soviet
presence has radically changed the Med-
iterrancan equation. Only ten years ago,
when Nasserite terrorists were trying to
overthrow the government of Lebanon,
its President, Camille Chamoun, could
reassure a doubting Cabinet minister:
“If things get too tough, I can call for
the Sixth Fleet, just like this . ..”
And the President snapped his fingers.
Chamoun did call for help; the U.S.
Sixth Fleet landed its Marines. Lebanon
proceeded to settle its affairs without fur-
ther outside interference. Russia’s Ni-
kita Khrushchev, who had been loudly
rattling his rockets and threatening war
if the U.S. intervened in Lebanon, quick-

. ly backed down in the face of the U.S.
show of strength.

Impact on lsrael. In those days, the
Mediterranean was considered an Amer-
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begun to awaken to the potentialities
over the world (TIME cover, Feb. 23).

so must the Israelis. When Soviet-made
Styx missiles, fired from a torpedo boat
by Egyptlans sank the Israeli destroyer
Elath off Port Said in an incident in Oc-
tober 1967, the Israelis dared not re-
taliate dxrectly for fear of hitting So-
viet warships near by. Now the Soviets
have brought a dredge into the Med-
iterranean; should they to use it to
pry open the Suez Canil, the Israelis
would face an agonizing dilemma.

In recent weeks,
put yet another x into the equmon To
the Soviet eskadra (squadron) in the
Mediterranean, which has numbered as
many as 52 ships includmg two cruis-
ers, ten submarines and six intelligence-
collecting trawlers, the Russians added
an entirely new kind of vessel on the
face of the oceans—a multipurpose, mis-
sile-firing helicopter carrier. The Rus-
sians so far have built no Western-style
aircraft carriers because they consider
them vulnerable to missile attack. In-

-stead, into the Mediterranean glided the

Moskva, a sleek 25,000-ton vessel that
combines the fcaturcs of a cruiser and
a carrier. The eraft has four pads marked

with red and white bull's-cyes on her .

100-yd. flight deck for launching up o
30 helicopters of the Hormonc type
used in antisubmarine warfare. The
Moskva is the first Soviet ®essel in the
Mediterrancan cquipped with ship-to-
air as well as ship-to-ship missiles, and
each time a U.S. Navy P-2 patrol plane
- tries to take a peek, the Russians swift-
ly swing the missiles below decks on cl-
cvator platforms, In a crunch, the hel-

.of U.S.
Now the U.S. must reckon with the So-'

viet force in the Mediterranean—and :
- Flcet,

the Soviets have -

< VTOL (vertical take-off, landing) plancs
of seapower. In the early '60s, the So--
viets began to build up their navy all

as well as helicopters.

Altering the Balance. In the opinion
strategists, the Soviet Medi-
terrancan force, lacking big aircraft car-
riers, would be no match for the Sixth
with its 50 combat ships, in-
cluding two carriers and two cruisers,

200 aircraft and 25,000 men. The Rus-
:sian squadron in the Mediterranean is,
in fact, smaller than the Italian navy.
‘But as U.S. Admiral Horacio Rivero,
‘commander of NATO forces in Southern

Europe, notes: “While the Soviet flo-
tilla is a potential military threat, its
greatest importance is political and psy-
chological, The number of ships is not
too important, The prescnce of one ship

- has a political impact.”

A coup attempt in Egypt or Syria, a
blockade thrown against Israel for

.Egypt, a pro-Soviet political uphecaval

in Albania, a Soviet power play against
Yugoslavia—all are situations in which
the Soviets could use their new sca-
power with unpredictable results. Some
Western strategists worry that the friend-
ly ncighborhood presence of Russian
ships may tempt the Arabs to take fool-
ish chances soon against Isracl, in the be-
lief that the Russians would rush to
their aid if Isracl lashed back in force.
Nothmg of the sort has yet hap-
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pened, and in fuct the Russians so far
ApproveddoersReleagec2005/08/17
trics ulong the Mediterranean, including
Algeria and Egypt, to permit them to
build a full-fledged naval base. But even
without such bases, the Sovicts now
drop anchor all along the rim of the
Mediterranean and sail binocular-to-bin-
ocular alongside the allics. The Russians
muscled into the Mediterranean, says
U.S. Rear Admiral Richard C. Qutlaw,

: GlRRIPABA3061

-*in a_concerted attempt to altcr the bal-

keep the balance even that this week Out-
law, whose name the Tralians have hap-
pily translated as Il Bandito, takes com-
-mand of Maritime Air Forces, Med-
iterranean (MAIRAIRMED), the special

new NATO naval air arm created toco- -

ordin:\.lc the watch on the Russians
watching NATO.
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RUSSIA

Power Play on the Oceans

The jlag of the Soviet navy now
pgrondly flies over the oceuns of the
world, Sooner or later, the U.S. will
have 1o understand that it ne longer
Jiay mastery of the seas.

—-Admiral Sergei Gorshkov

‘The author of thal threalening boast
walked up to a snake charmer in the In-
dian cily of Agra fast week and, while
nis aides looked on aghast, scized «
thick, six-foot-long python in his strong
hands and draped il over his shoulders.
Making a ten-duy "lour of India, the
commuander-of the Russian navy was
acting like the, fraditional sailor on shore
leave. He viewed the Taj Mahal by
moonlight, visited the Nehru Muscum
and the site where Mahatma Gandbi's
body was cremated, and shopped for
souvenirs. But Admiral Sergei Georgie-
vich Gorshkov's trip to India had an
cntirely serious, purpose, s do alt his
irips these duys. He is irying to line op

worldwide system of ports of call
aund bases for his navy, and he hopad
o persuade India, which is about to re-
ceive at least three submarines from
the soviet Union, to reciprocate by al-
lowing Suviet men-of-war to lucl and
maka repairs in ludian poris,

Whilé the atiention of the U.S. 15 {o-
cused on Viet Num, ithe Russians are
mounting at sea a new chullenge thut
the U.S. and its adlies will have to deul
with long after the fighting in Souih-
cast Ast s ended. This may come as &
surprise 0 most laymen—>but not o
LS. nuval experts, While Russia's stock
of intercontinental missiles and its huge
fand army on Europe’s periphery still re-
aain the major military threats to the
Weost, in recent years the Kussians have
developed a global navy second only to
the ULS. in size and weaponry. As a
comparisen  between  the two  navies
shovws (see chare), the LS, remnins in-
disputably T the world's greatest sea
sower, But, in a2 remuarkable turnaroumd
since World War {1, Moscow has trans-
cormned a relatively insignificant coast-
al-detense force that seldom ventured

far from land into a real blue-water
ficet. R

If any onec man is responsible for
this change, it is Admiral Gorshkov,
57, who became the youngest admiral
in Soviet history at 31 and has guided
the growth of the navy as its chiet for
the past twelve years. He has totally re-
shaped the Soviet Union's once con-
servative naval strategy and transformed
the fleet into the most effective and flexi-
ble arm of Soviet foreign policy.

U.s. "U.S.S.R.
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Formidable Fleets. Since 1957, Rus-
sin has added to its navy virtually all
of tae ships that now make up its im-
pressive striking power. It has a mod-
ero force of 19 cruisers, 170 destroy~
ees, uissile frigates  and  destrover
eseorts, and 360 motor torpedo boats,
its 360 submarines, 55 of them nu-
clear, give Russia the world's largest

submarine fleet, far exceeding the U.S.
total of 155 subs but falling short of
the U.S, flect of 75 nuclear subs.
Morcover, unlike other naval pow-
ers, the Soviet Union uses its merchant
"marine and other seagoing services as
important arms of the navy. Russia has
the world’s fastest-growing merchant
fleer, which will pass the lagging US.
merchant marine in tonnage in the car-
ly 1970s. I high-scas fishing fleet is
the worki’s largest and most moderns
many of its 4,000 craft fish for vital in-

formation along forcign coasts as wiiy

as for the creatures of the sea. The Sc
et Union also has the largest oceano-

graphic fleet, whose 200 ships plumb
the earth’s waters for militarily valu

able data on depths, currents, bottom

topography and other information of in-
terest to its ships and submarines, Says!
Admiral John McCuain Jr,, commander’
in chief of U.S. naval forces in Bue

rope: "The Russian programo to devels
op its scapower is more advanced andt

[ully developed today than mast people |
realize. It cacompasses the full spee.

trumi of the uses of the sca—in ity
military, economic, political and com-.
mercial connotations.”

-The new Sovict - cmphasis on’ sea-
power represents 4 major strutegic deci-
sion. With its arsenal of 720 1CBMs
more than offset by a larger US. dew
terrent, with its huge Land army nig

cle-bound and deprived of global mobfF R

ty in the middle of the grect Burasine
land mass, Russia has turned to the sea

to break out of its own geographic con- -

fines and attempt to wicld truly global
power. ' g
Using the navy as a political as well”

‘as a military ferce, the Kremiin hopes.
that its mere presence in many placest
wili act as a deterrent to the ULS. More-"-

over, the Russians want to be ready 1o

e

move quickly into any areas where LS,
power and prestige may recede. They
not-only plan to project w more lange- o=

ble Russian influence in the underde~
veloped world but also, by using their
merchant ficet, to get o strong hold on
the raw materials vitul to Soviet—und
ofien to American—industry. Ultimate-
ly, though, the Russian navy's bigyest
threat is a military one. Ity offensive
strategy not only zeroes submarine-car-
vied nuclear missiles 'in on U.S. cities,
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" Europe and Asia in case of war.

" Bridge of Trouble. The imperial
reach of the Soviet navy has already

-~ begun to have its impact on world |

(

-events. In the tense Sca of Japan, a
flotilla of 16 Sovict cruisers and mis-|

_.sile frigates has in the past few. weeks!

:shouldered its way between the coast |
of North Korea and the U.S. Navy!
task force that was sent into the area’
to add some muscle to U.S. diplomatic
demands for the rcturn of the Pueblo
and its crew.  Soviet destroyers have
also closely shadowed the carrier En-
terprise, which withdrew bcecause of
North Korean protests - shortly before
thg Soviet navy's approach. The Soviet
presence checkmates the U.S. pressure
on North Korea and gives the Kremlin
i local pressure point without having
- to resort to nuclcar threats. :
" . Soviet seapower sustains the two:
"countries that are giving the U.S. the
most trouble. A bridge of 150 freight--
‘ers from Russian ports carries to Hai-
phong the SAMs, the petroleum, the
rockets, the assault rifles and the am-
munition that- keep North' Viet Nam
-fighting and killing U.S. soldiers. More-
‘over, it is the fear of hitting those
Russian ships that has so far kept the
iU.S. from bombing Haiphong's piers or
‘mining the harbor. And it is another-
‘bridge of Soviet ships that carries the-
i$1,000,000-a-day in supplies that sus-,
itains Castro’s Cuba as the only Com-!
munist foothold in the Hemisphere.

Outflanking NATO. In the Medi-
terranean, the impact of the Sovict fleet
has been particularly dramatic. Where
Russia had only half a dozen ships a
year ago, it now -has 46 ships, almost
as many as the 50-ship U.S. flect, which
for years had made the “Med” practical-
ly an American lake. Many of the So-
viet ships came through the Dardanclies
during the Six-Day War, and their ar-
rival helped persuade the Israclis to
accept a cease-fire. The Soviets have cn-
hanced their new image as the protec-
tor of their Arab allies by keeping a
few ships in Alexandria and Port Said
so that Isracli bombers will not be
tempted to . blast away at the vast
amount of war matériel that is flowing
into those ports.

One main Soviet objective is to out-
flank NATO's land-based decfenses—a
goal that the Russian navy has partial-
ly reached by penetrating the Medi-
terranean. In a report to the Western
European Union last November, Dutch
Delegate Frans Goedhart warned: “It
is no longer correct to speak of the ‘dan-
ger’ of the Sovict Union outflanking
the NATO southern flank. This ‘danger’
has become a reality.” To the north,
the Russians have also turned the Bal-
tic into a virtual Red Sea on which
their warships now outnumber NATO
forcesSto 1. - R

Approved For Rele

support its growi'g naval activi-
ly, Russia is scarching for new bases
and ports of call. Sovie: diplomats are

the speedy Osa and Komar tospedo
boats are armed with Styx missiles,

 whose cffective range is 20 miles. A

setting up an embassy n the new re- I Styx fired by the Epgyptians from a

public of Sou{h Yemen, vhere the Rus-
isians have their eye on :1e former Brit-
tish naval installation at Aden:

the |

Komar sank the Israeli destroyer Elaih
off Port Said last October. U.S, Navy-
men insist that their planes would knock

{installation not only c-utrols entry to |out Soviet ships before they got within

{the Red Sca but is an deal base from
- which to expand influence into the oil-,
:rich sheikdoms of the “ersian Gulf.!
:The Soviets may also b able to use.
-the facilitics of the big British naval:
base at Singapore, which Prime Minis.
ter. Lee Kuan Yew ha: said he will
rent (o all comers after { ¢ Royal Navy
pulls out in 1971. The "ig question in
the Mediterrancan is wr cther the Rus-
sians will move into the Algerian naval
base at Mers-cl-Kebir, which the French
cvacuated last. month: it is only 315
miles east of Gibraltar. Russians have
also used their influence with the Arabs
to set up sccret stockpiles of spare
parts within trucking distance of Arab
ports. ‘

Russian Marines. Admiral Gorshkov's
ships are not only wide-ranging but
among the world's newest and best:
equipped. Unlike the U.S. and Britain,
both of which emerged from World
War Il with large surface fleets, Russia
had to start practically from scratch
after the war. The result: while 60%
of the U.S. fleet consists of ships 25
years old or older, the Sovict navy's sur-
tace flect is sleck and modern. *Almost
cvery lime you go into a harbor,” says
U.S. Navy Captain Harry Allendorfer,
an expert on Soviet seapower, “if there
are no llag markings and you pick out
the cleanest and best-looking ships, nine -
out of ten of them will be Russian.” .

The Soviet Union is adding to its
flect of 55 nuclear-powered submarines
at the rate of five a year. Most of the So-
viet nukes arc hunter-killers whose mis-
sion is to destroy U.S. Polaris subs in
time of war, but a growing number fire
a new underwater missile that has a
range of at least 1,500 miles (v. the
U.S. missile’s range of 2,500 milces).

. Since he belicves that naval guns are ob-

solcte, Admiral Gorshkov has equipped
almost all Soviet surface ships, from
the smallest to the largest, with ship-to-
ship missiles. The Soviet missiles are
so-called “cruise missiles™ that fly about
700 miles an hour, steer themsclves ci-
ther by radar or heat-sccking systems
and carry cither conventional or nu-
clear warheads. The U.S. experimented
with similar weapons in the 1950s but
dropped them in favor of concentrating
on the Polaris and airpower. No West-
crn navy, in fact, has such missiles,
Soviet cruisers and the Kresta- and
Kynda-class destroyers carry the * 8S-
N-3 missile, which can hit enemy ships
at a range of 200 miles. The Krupny-
and Kildin-class destroyers carry the

Hiring range of U.S. warships or, fail-

ing that, that U.S. antiaircraft rockets
would intercept the missiles in flight.
But the US. Navy has now starled
work on ship-to-ship missiles of its own.

Admiral Gorshkov is also developing
a new force that will give the Russians
the ability to intervene in trouble spots, ;
much as the U.S. did in Lebanon and’
the Dominican Republic. The Soviet
navy has built its first carrier, a new

'25,000-tonner called the Moscow, which

is now on a training course in the
Black Sea, and is readying a second,
the Leningrad, for sea trials; some West- -
ern sea experts feel that the Russians
may build many more. The Soviet car-
riers have landing areas only on the
rear and can thus handle only hel-
icopters or vertical-takeoff aircraft. They
are similar, in fact, to the American
Iwo Jima-type LPH (for Landing Pad
Helicopter), of which the U.S. Navy
has eight, two of them stationed in
Viet Nam waters as offshore bases for
Marines. So far, the Soviets have giv-
en no indication that they will advance
to the large U.S.-style attack carriers,
since they consider such carriers vulner-
able to attacks by missiles.

The Russians do have, however, a

force similar to the U.S. Marines. It is
the so-called Naval Infantry that fought
as regular ground units during World
'War II but was later disbanded. Re-
iorganized in 1964 just after the con-
‘struction of the carriers began, the
‘Naval Infantry now numbers 10,000
‘men who wear distinctive black berets,
are chosen for outstanding physical fit-
ness and aggressiveness. The Naval In-
fantry are carried on special landing
;craft and have tanks that can “swim”
‘from ship to shore in amphibious
:landings. '
" Collecting Lovers. The Soviet surge
‘at sca should come as no surprise to
‘the West. Actually, the Russians have
:been reaching out to the oceans since
i Peter the Great ascended the throne i.n;
“1689. Under thc guise of Peter Mi-
i khailov, carpenter, the young Czar trav-
teled to The Nectherlands and England
‘to learn how to build ships. In 1714,
-his flcet defeated the Swedes at Hango,
“thus opening through the Baltic a “Win-
dow to the West” for his backward
country. . | CAeSLeUR e

Peter’s successors fritiered away the
fleet, but when Catherine the Great
came to power .in 1762, she began a
massive rcbuilding - program. To find
enough officers to command her new

498-2005/0824 7SSmA-RmPF$O3GGjM@A@Mﬂﬁﬁleﬂecwd foreign naval




rove
men  almost asAI‘z)\:Pt as she collect

lovers. Among them was the American
Revoluionary "War "hero, John Paul

Jonces, who, despite his bravery and gift”

for quick phrasemaking, had risen no
higher than captain in the U.S. Navy.
In return for an admiral’s rank. Jones

took command of a Russian sailing-

fleet composed of four battleships, eight
frigates and assorted smaller craft that

helped chase the Turks from the Black
Sea. Unfortunately, his morals were
ncar_ly as bad as Catherine's, and rival
admlrgls used a scandal about his de-
flowering a young Russian girl to chase
him out, . " .
Throughout the 19th century, Russia

remained the world's third largest na- °

val power (after Britain and France),
but it was a largely untested one. The

For CeL%aée 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400030007-9 . .

testing came in the 1904-05 war with
Japan. In the straits of Tsushima, the
Japanese met a flect of 37 Russian

; ships and sank or captured all but four
-of them. It was the last time the Rus- -

sians fought a naval engagement on
the high scas, ’

What was left of the navy became a
hotbed of anti-czarist agitation. In |
1917, the guns of the cruiser Atrora
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ﬁrcd_u blank salve at the Winter Pal-
"ace in Petrograd and started the Oc-
jtober Revolution. At first, sailors were

. ithe ncw Soviet governmient’s most trust-

:ed fighters, but Lenin managed to alien-,
“ate them. He put in charge of the navy:
a commissar who was, of all things, o

- *woman, named Larisa Reisner-Raskol-:

nikova, and refuscd to allow the sailors
to organize their own self-ruling local
governments. As a result, the Baltic
Flcet suddenly mutinied in 1921, Lenin
crushed the revolt, but he never for-
gave the navy. He demoted it to the
inglorious position of “paval forces of
the Red Army” and decrecd a new strat-
cgy that called for only a defensive
fleet whose main weaponry would be
submarines.

By 1932, the U.S.S.R. had some 25
subs, but Lenin's successor, Stalin, was
dissatisficd with such an invisible flcet.
In the mid-1930s, he reinstated the navy
as an indcpendent service and started
building a huge surface fleet. The Ger-
mans captured the partly finished hulks
when they swept into Russia in 1941,
Thus the mission of defending the Red
“Army’s coastal flanks fell to the Soviet
pavy's ragtag fleet. Most seagoing men
would have chafed at such a coastline
' assignment, but a young captain named
Sergei Gorshkov welcomed it as an op-
portunity.

Youngest Admiral. Born in the
Ukraine, Gorshkov joincd  the navy
when he was 17, and graduated from
Leningrad's Frunze Academy, the Rus-

_ sian cquivalent of Aonapolis, four yecars

later. When war broke out, he was the
commander of a handful of antiquatcd
cruisers and assorted small craft in the
Black Seca. As the German invaders
rushed towurd the oilficlds of the Cau-
casus, Gorshkov became expcrt at am-
phibious operations, plucking trapped
Sovict troops from the Crimean coasts
and fanding them farther castward to
fight again. 3
During those years, Gorshkov also
formed the attachment for heavily
‘armed small craft that is reflected to-
‘day in the Sovict .navy's ecmphasis on
Komar and Osa torpedo boats. He weld-
ed the turrets from T-34 tanks to motor-
boats and formed a river flect that
harassed the Germans from Roslov-on-
Don to Vienna on the Danube. The
young admiral impressed some Red
Army oflicers who were fighting in the
arca, One was a major gencral named
“Leonid Brezhnev, another a licutenant
gencral named Nikita Khrushehev.
Sitting Ducks. After the war, Stalin
started building big warships again, but
only 15.cruisers had been completed
by the time he dicd in 1953. The new
chicf in the Kremlin had no sympathy
for Stalin’s plans. Nikita Khrushchev
fired Stalin’s navy chicf, Admiral Kuz-
netsov, and brought in Gorshkov, who

‘he assignment turned out to be a
ter onc. Khrushchey believed that mis-
siles had made surface ships “silting
ducks.”" He derided cruisers as “fit only
for traveling on  state  visits,” and
scrapped four that were still under con-
struction, He cven passed the word to
the admirals to stay away from the
round of receptions and partics during
the 1956 air force day ceclebrations.
Spotting four soldicrs rowing a boat
on a Moscow pond, Khrushchev joked
to one of his Amecrican gucsts: “There
is our navy!” He went us (ar as to con-
template disbanding the navy and trans-
ferring its missile-firing submarines to
a new unified missile command.

As a party member since 1942,
Gorshkov knew better than to openly
oppose Khrushchev. But as a skilled pol-
itician himself, he knew well how to
stall. He subtly resisted the missile en-
thusiasts in the Kremlin, kept alive the
concept of surface ships. Then Khru-

shchev decided to put missiles in Cas-

tro's Cuba—and the . wholc game
changed. The humiliation of their back-
down under the guns of the U.S. Navy

impressed on the Soviet leaders the;

valuc of naval power. Shortly after the
crisis, Khrushchev sent an otder to the
admiral: Create a satface fleet. -

Gorshkov's own status reflects the!

navy's clevation to a place of impor-
tance. His fleet ranks in the top troika
of  Russian weaponry, alongside the
ICBM command, a separate service in
the Soviet setup, and the air forcce strate-
gic bombers. In the chain of command,
Gorshkov reports directly to the De-
fense Ministry. He was clected to the
Central Committee in 1961, became a
Hero of the Soviet Union .in 1965 and
was promoted last year to the cxalted
five-star rank of Admiral of the Fleet
of. the Soviet. Union, only the third to

get that honof in the history of the Sovi- .

et navy.. : . .

-A4 befits his rank, he is chauffcured
each morning from his spacious Mos-
cow apartment to the Defense Ministry

in Arbatskaya Square. Gorshkov sel--

dom eniertains and rarely appears at

diplomatic functions. Married, he ol'le.n E
spends weekends with his wife at their

government-supplicd dacha ncar Mos-
cow. Like most high-ranking Soviet of-
ficers, he is withdrawn even from his
personal stafl, spent most of the time
that he was not traveling about in In-
dia alone in his bedroom. .
Czarist Traditions. Peter the Great
would probably feel more at home in
the Sovict navy than Lenin or Trotsky.
Aside from the. fact that nearly all of-
ficers are party members and that each
ship has a political officer who gives

daily indoctrination lectures for cvery-

one. navy life reflccts the traditions of
the czars more than those of the com-
missars. Discipline is extremely rigid,

‘}3’9(_61A00040003000779

i far greater than in the U.S. or DBrit-
.ish navy. The officers’ quarters arc far
‘more spacious, their food far tasticr,
‘their dining rooms more clegant, their
“uniforms much fancier. The disparity
'in pay between officers and men is
‘right out of the times that drove Karl
Marx to write Das Kapital; a first-term
seaman carns $5 a month, a licutenant
carns 100 times more, and a rear ad-
miral 400 times that much. There is an
additional discrimination that probably
.is duc to the Soviet Union’s problem
with alcoholism. While officers may tip-
ple in moderation onshore—and those
of the Black Sca Flect may cven enjoy
white wine at meals—Sovict sailors are
forbidden at all times to drink on ei-
ther land or sca, From all indications,
the order is surprisingly well obeyed.

Russia’s scamen—ncarly all arc draft-
ces who serve for three years—noncthe-
less live better than many factory work-
ers. The food is plentiful, and the crew
quarters are relatively comfortable and
clean. The ships have air conditioning,
well-stocked libraries, TV sets for recep-
tion in ports and coastal areas and
movics twice a week. Sailors organize
singing and - music groups, play dom-
inoes and chess and. at every opportuni-
ty. sunbathe on deck in what U.S,
Navymen call the “Soviet uniform™—
while jockey shorts. ...

Unlike their Western counterparts,
the Sovict sailors are not allowed to
let off steam in foreign' ports. They go,
ashore only in groups cscorted by a
petty ollicer, take in local’ museums,
points of historical interest, and win-
dow-shop. They buy few souvenirs,
avoid bars and prostitutes and ncver
tip. Usually they return” to their ships
by nightfall. In the ports along the Medi-
terrancan where the Sovict fleet has
displaced the Western ones, hawkers
and whores are dismayed by the spar-
tan conduct and serious demecanor of
the Russian sailors. .

Harassment Policy. The Soviet
‘navy’s 465,000 men are also deadly se-
rious about their chiel task: a potential-
ly lethal game of cspionage and.tag.
Gorshkov's fleet has expanded ity activi-
‘ty on the scas by three hundredfold in
ithe last ten years, and much of its cf-
fort is devoled to a determined policy
of harassment, probing and provocation.
Across the oceans of the world, the
light-grey-hulled  Soviet warships ‘are
watching, trailing and sometimes crowd-
ing the ships of the Western fleets,
cspecialiy those of the U.S. Navy.

Sovict warships and electronic intelli-
gence trawlers stalk U.S., British and
other Western fleets far from the shores
of the Soviet Union. Soviet subs and
destroyers shadow the U.S. carriers in
the Mcditerranean, keeping a watch off-
shore when the carriers go into port
and taking up the chase again when
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ships keeps watch off U.S. Polaris sub-
marine bases at such places as Holy
Loch in Scotland, Rota in Spain and
Charleston, 8.C. Other snoopers sit off
Seattle, New England, and. Cape Ken-
nedy, where the Soviets monitor the
U.S. space shots.

Soviet behavior at sea is hecoming in-
creasingly cocky. From the Mecditer-
rancan 1o the Sca of Japan. Soviet
destroyers and trawlers boldly maneuver
into the midst of formations of U.S.
ships. Frequently, the intruders suddenly
cut across the bow of an American
ship to test the skill and technique of
the helmsmen. The Russians also try to
ruin mancuvers between the U.S. and-
its allies. In the Sea of Japan last year,
Sovict warships scraped the U.S. de-
stroyer Walker twice in an obvious at-
tempt to break up a joint antisub cx-
ercise between U.S. and Japancse ficets.
“Seafaring nations for centuries have al+
lowed ships to proceed peacefully on
the high seas,” says Vice Admiral Wil-
liam L. Martin. commander of the U.S.
Sixth Fleet. “This is quilc new—to
barge in on a formation,”

Carrier v. Bomber. Because the Rus-
sians consider the U.S.'s scaborne air-
power 1o be a major threat in case of

_all-out war, one of their favorite tricks

is to harass and probe U.S. carriers. So-
viet destroyers and trawlers try to break’
a carrier's screen of protective smaller
ships in order to force the flattop to
change course while launching or land-
ing aireraft and thus maybe dump a
few planes into the sca. In the air. bomb-
ers of the Soviet navy's 750-plane, land-
based air force continually test to sce
how close they can approach U.S. car-
riers before they are detected by radar
and intercepted by the carrier’s own
planes. Their aim is to avoid being
caught until they have got within 100
miles of the carrier. Reason: from that
range,- the Russians would have a good
chance of scoring a hit with their air-
to-ship missiles before the carrier could
scramble fighters to shoot down their
bombers. v .

The U.S. Navy has become increas-
ingly watchful and wary of the Sovict
navy. To keep track of its movements,
U.S. reconnaissance planes overfly So-
viet warships at sea at least once daily
and sometimes more often in arcas near
the U.S. coasts and Viet Nam. U.S,
planners plot the course of every So-
viet ship in the Pacific on a huge map
in the war room of the U.S. Pacific
Fleet headquarters in Hawaii; the U.S.’s
Atlantic and Mediterranean fleets keep
similar grids on the location of Red war-
ships. As a precautionary measure, U.S.
carriers keep a so-called Air Cap of
three or four fighters in the air at all
times whenever they sail within range
of Soviet pavy bombers. The Air Cap

mission is (0. intgtgept e SPEFREl

Russians as they fly over the U.S. task
force.

Search for Scars. The most danger-
ous game of all takes place beneath the
seas. For the U.S., the game involves

chiefly ‘the detection and tracking down -
"of Soviet subs. For the Russians, it is

largely a matter of attempting to elude
the American searchers.

As they pass through the ocean
depths, submarines invariably give off
“scars”—traces of heat and turbulence
caused by the ship’s passage through
the waters. The U.S. cmploys ultra-
sensitive infra-red devices in satellites
and planes to fook down into the occans
and detect the scars. Submarines also
give off what Navymen call “an elec-
tronic signature” that, like a human
fingerprint, is unique. The signature is
the sum total of the sub’s sounds—the
beat of its screw, thump of its pumps,
rustle of its wake, To detect those sig-
natures, the U.S. uses a variety of acute
listening devices, including two net-
works of sonar cables, called Caesar
and Sosus, that are placed in the ocean
depths in areas frequented by Soviet
subs. U.S. planes, destroyers and hunt-
er-killer subs also use sonar devices to
trace Soviet subs. Through such sys-
tems, the US. Navy is able to track
Soviet subs with uncanny accuracy
throughout most of the world’s waters.

Sub Hunting. A sonar operator needs
a highly trained ear to sort out the

sounds of the sca. Apart from a sub’s

noises, the sea is full of other sounds,
a syncopated symphony of crackling
shrimp, clucking sea robins and grunt-
ing whales; there is even the engine-
like throb of an unknown sea animal
that Navymen call the “130-r.p.h. fish.”
Once the various sounds have been sort-
ed out, the American sub hunters flash
the details of the sub’s signature to a
Navy base in the U.S., where a com-
puter has memorized the signatures of
the vast majority of the Soviet subma-
rines. Within seconds, the computer
flashes back the name and description
of the sub. '

On some occasions, the U.S. hunters
pounce on the Soviet sub in what the
Navy euphemistically calls “informal
exercises.” The object of the chase is
to give the Soviet submarines a healthy
respect for the capabilities of the U.S.
Navy's ASW (Antisubmarine Warfare)
forces. In a duel reminiscent of the fic-
tional shoot-out in The Bedford In-
cident, a U.S. destroyer locks on the
enemy boat and tracks his every move.
Sometimes, to impress on the Soviets
the futility of their plight, an American
skipper will play The Volga Boatmen
over and over again on his' destroyer’s
underwater sound system until the ears
of the Russian sonar operator are
numbed by the noise and.the Soviet
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U.S. in submarine warfare. One reason
is that their ships arc slower (about 25

“knots submerged), make more noise and

‘cannot dive so deeply as U.S. subs,

and are thus casier to detect. But the So- -

viels are continually trying to improve.

They are using their big hydrographic

fieet to learn more about the sea cn-
vironment and to find hiding places in
the canyons of the ocean for future gen-
erations of deep-diving submarines. The
U.S. Navy tries to keep up with even
the most minor changes in the develop-

ment and deployment of Soviet subs.

One reason that Puneblo was cruising
off Wonsan was to check on a report
that, because of ice in Vladivostok, the
Soviets had temporarily switched their
Pacific sub base to Wonsan and the
nearby island of Mayang-Do. The U.S.
is also equipping its nuclear submarines
with silent pumps and heat-dispersal sys-
tems so that the Soviets will not be
able to use infra-red detection systems
to locate the scars of American subs,

Soviet Sixth Fleet. One reason the
Soviets watch the U.S. Navy so close-
ly is that they learn so much from it
As perceptive students of naval war-
fare, Gorshkov and his admirals were
impressed with the performance of the
U.S. Navy in World War II. When
they began to build their own navy,
they consciously patterned much of it
on the successful American model. So-
viet admirals even refer to their new
Mediterranean flotilla as “our Sixth
Fleet.,”

The Soviets have a long way to go be-
fore they catch up with their American
teachers. They lag far bchind in per-
haps the most important aspect of all:
combat experience. Many Western ex-
perts refuse o rate the Soviet navy as
a truly efficient seapower until its untest-
ed officers have been calied upon to
handlc their complicated modern weap-
onry under combat conditions. Nor have
the Russians yet mastered the sophis-
ticated technique of refucling and re-
plenishing their ships while under way,
as U.S. ships do. Thus, they must spend
great amounts of time in sheltered an-
chorages where they would be easy tar-
gets in time of war. Because their navy
has no large attack carriers, Soviet war-
ships lack air coverage when they ven-
ture away from their own shores, even
though Gorshkov himself has conceded
that no fleet can fight successfully on
the high seas without air protection,

American Response. Such drawbacks
are unlikely to deter the Soviet Union
from placing incrcasing emphasis on
scapower. Moscow not only relishes the
new global reach that Admiral Gorsh-
kov’s navy has finally brought it, but it
also views as an ideal opportunity the
chance to capitalize on the U.S.'s preoc-
am and Britain’s
n East of Suez,
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seeking to impose its own [resence
where Western influence is diminishing.

The West, and especially tke U.S.,,
has no alternative but to accept ‘he So-
viet challenge on the seas, beca 1se the
welfare of the U.S.—and of the entire
free world—is so solidly tied to the sea
and to the untrammeled flow of trade.
It would be a historic error if a nation

sis elsewhere, no matter how trouble-
some, to distract it from its determi-
nation to retain the mastery of the sea
that Admiral Gorshkov is so anxious

'SUNDAY TIMES, London

to wrest from it.
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demand is difficult to pin down}
[ The bustling affluence and com-
placent calm apparent from the,
traffic jams and crowded cales!
'of Cairo can be mislecading;
and with the Sucz Canal
blocked, there is grave hard-
ship in places like Port Said!
and among the many thousands:
of people evacuated from Suez;
and Ismalia. i

Still, Egypt's economic situa-
tion is a lot stronger than it:
was a year ago. This is largely:
thanks- to -the £100 million;
annual subsidy which Kuwait,!
Libya and Saudi Arabia are,
paying to make good the loss:

10 dovember 1968
* Anthony Nutting
reports on prospects for .
~ Arab-Israeli peace after
talks with- President Nasser

S
Sy

JEgvpt's readiness to concede

~ because we want peace andof Canal revenues. Also, if
because continuation of thejthe projected oil pipe-line {rom:
war will bring only destructionJthe Gulf of Suez to Alexandria,
to both sides. But Israel'sjmaterialises, Egypt may expept.‘;
interpretation of the resolutionfto draw revenue in five or six,
dqes not admit of complete]years’ time from the passage:
withdrawal from occupied ArabJof up to 200 million tons of oil]
territories; and without this,Ja year. Cotton prices havel
there can be no settlement.”  Joeen high and new markets areg

Both the President and hisfopening up overseas. Thanks;
closest advisers whom I saw in[to the Aswan High Dam, rice;
Cairo were at pains to pro-foxports have boomed from;
claim their support for the U N 60,000 tons in 1966 to an!
intermediary, br Jarring, to[estimated 1,000,000 tons for;
whom they had the current year. So, as long!

confirme :
rmed s the Arab subsidy continues

\ . o I . P vf
- - thing. : They despair of Ameri-
- - pan pressure bringing Israel to
. ithdraw, saying that if King
. - Hussein cannot so persuade his;

in the
Viddle

all that the UN resolution
demanded and had proposed a
time-table for carrying out its
Iprovisions so that neither side
could at any stage be at a dis-
advanlage vis-a-vis its adver-
sary. © but as the President's
oreign affairs adviser, Mah-

oud Fawzi; told me, ‘“the’

and the Soviet Bloc goes om
buying and delivering the;
poods, Egypt should be able.
lo stand a long siege. ;
The Army and Air Force’
have been completely re-
pquipped and, after a purge
of‘ some 200 senior officers, re-’
brganised. About two-thirds of;

emon of ‘concessions has been
queezed dry’”; and today.
hobody in Cairo gives Dr
Jarring more than an outside:

chance of accomplishing any-

riends in Washington, nobody!
plse  can.  And, failing an
sraeli withdrawal, any settle-
ment would be made under
fluress and would mean for any
Arab ruler who accepted it
bolitical, if not physical,
uicide. . 5

Therefore Egypt’s ldaders
re resigned to the inevitability

of a “long-haul” strategy of

“I WANT a settlement with
[Asrael, not a surrender; and so
far Israel has only offered us
terms of surrender.” In these
words Président Nasser,
expressed me last week:
Egyptian thitking about peace.
prospects in‘$he Middle East.:
“We '.ac_ceftv tast November’s
UN -:reso

ution,” AdiSroweFdr Release 2005/0

' & balance of military power in
qheir favour, as the only way
0 induce Israel to retire from
ccupied territory. " In the
President’s ' own ~ words, “ we
‘must be patient and. prepare
qurselves for a long struggle.”
How well equipped Egypt is
Ao withstand the pressures,

sy

{Bnd shelters for fighter air-}

. preventive defence to re-create j

ts strength—100,000 men—:
re dug in along the Canal’s’
est bank, with many hun-
reds of gun emplacements’

raft well concealed and with:
ussian advisers directing the’
efences. Neutral military;
bxperts believe not only that
srael could scarcely repeat last!
fear’s surprise attack on these-
efences but that the balance:
f strength on: the Canal front!
e inday with Egypt, always:
brovided she remains on the;
efensive. . .

The question, therefore, is}
ow far the Egyptians can go!
their cfforts to force the
nemy out of Sinai by making
fe intolerable for the numer-
ally weaker Israeli army on
e Canal's cast bank. The
ctober 26 attack on Israeli
issile sites threatening thej
uez refinery clearly shows;
at the Egyptian artillery can!
use the Israelis more hurt!
an vice-versa, and that
gyptian commandos can ¢ross
ne Canal with relative im-
nity to harass Israeli com-;

jogdop7le the Mitla Pass.§
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Russia’s naval presence inf
Egvptian waters also acls as a:

detervent to Israeli reprisals:

against Port Said and
Alexandria. But against this,
the recent -Isracli commando
raid on the isolated Naga
Hamadi power stalion was an
equally clear warning that, if
Egypl continues to exploit her
advantlage on the Canal, Israel
will strike at vital installations
far behind the lines. And,
though I was assured that
Aswan was well defended
against aerial or commando
attack, i is doubtful that the
newly-planned home guard will
be able to protect every Nile
barrage and power station
from similar reprisals.

If Israel can thus checkmate
Egypt's military advantage on
the Canal, what will happen
then? Egypt is in no position
to take the offensive. Yet
public opinion, in one.of its
periodical bouls of euphoria,
couid override the caution of
the regime and the young
officers now in command might
try to liberate Sinai by force
and testore the injured image
of the Army. With each recent
Israeli strike, these young men
have strained at the leash,’
although the President seemed

“contfident that neither the army

"slash wit
“ship which offered them “the

public would force a
the present leader-

nor the

only real hope of ullimate
liberation.”
The key 1o this problem lies

largely with the Russians, for-

- whose "help President Nasser

- gaping

frankly admitted his indebted-’
ness. Though normally claus-
trophobic about getting over-
committed to any great Power
bloc, he had had no alterna-
tive but to let Russia plug the

holes in* Egypts
defences. )

“Only the Russians helped

"us after the June war, with

emergency aid from wheat to
fighter aircraft, while the

. Americans were bhelping our

enemy. And they have asked

“nothing of us in return, except

facilities for their navy to use

i Port Said and Alexandria.” Not

. a pound had Egypt paid for the

re-equipment of her defence
forces or for the military
advisers whom Russia had sup-
plied at the President’s insis-
tence. But, he asserted, Russia
wanted a peaceful solution and
did; not want to be involved
in another conflagration.
‘Russia has certainly been
scrupulously careful to supply

hardly any. oficHpSed BYHel

" T.U.16
- Algeria.

to Egypt—about a score of
bombers are spread
between Iraq, Sudan, Egypt and
The American Phan-
toms deal with Israel may
change this: and Moscow will
probably be asked for a match-
ing contribution, But Russia is
under no illusions about
Egypt’s ability to conduct a war
of liberation 'and Mr Brezhnev
has clearly warned in the
strongest terms against launch.
lng 4 premature offensive and
getting trapped again in Sinai.
In all these strategic and
political calculations, gypt is
concerned primarily with the .
})roblem of clearing the Israeli
nvaders from her own terri-
tory. Her leaders are very
cevidently disenchanted with
-some of their more belligerent,
though hitherto non-combatant,
Arab allies; and their attitude
to the Persian Gulf and South
Arabia is today that of the
speclator rather than the
partisan. This is not to say that
President Nasser is contemplat-
ing a separale peace. Egypt
remains the core of Arab
resistance and cannot escaEe
that responsibility. But, as he
candidly admitted to me, there
has been since last year a
noticeable abdication from his
former role as leader of the
Arab world, and the accents of
Arab  spokesmanship which”
previously emanated from
Cairo have been perceptibly

‘toned down. With no army left

after the war, he could hardly
speak for anyone outside
Egypt, he said. But he was not
dismayed. “ Beforehand every-
one was depending on us, as
the war in Yemen showed: now
everyone is depending upon

himself and this is much
healthier.”
Nevertheless there is con-

‘cern in Egylpt for the critical
0

situation King Hussein,
whose survival is not only
essential to prevent Jordan
collapsing into anarchy, but
also necessary for President .
Nasser to continue to hold the
balance against the forces of
extremism in the Arab world.
For if Jordan were taken over
by the Al Fatah the President
would find it more difficult
to resist the demands of
extremists to take the offen-
sive. Although Jordan also
receives generous help from
the oil-rich Arab states, her
economic  plight inevitably
makes her the weak link in the
Arab chain. :

The King has reassured the

out to Israel. Indeed, even if-
he wanted to, last week's
clashes in Amman show that:
he could scarcely do so with -
the Palestine resistance move-
ment based on his kingdom.
For the Resistance is a new
element, born in the failure of -
the Arab armies last year, and .
whose dedication and effective--
ness commands approbation
and attention in every Arab’
capital. Still Cairo wonders
how long Jordan can fced her-
self with no West Bank, ;

But, anxiety for Jordan
apar, Egypt is very much
minding her own business
these days. Her President is a
lonely, embattled, though still
resolute, figure who knows far
better what he cannot do than .
what he can. Unable to make
pcace or war, he has little
choice but to keep on leaning
against the occupiers of his
territory in the hope that such
pressure may ultimately bend,
if not break, their iron resist-
ance to all concessions., .

1
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November 1968

Pointing out that the “old imperial principle of divide and rule” applies to
Soviet policies in the Arab world, this article shows how “Russia stands to ,
gain more by exploiting the weaknesses and the special circumstances of individ- !

A nal drab states than by dealing with a stronger unified organism.”
Soviet Policy in the Middle East

By Grorce LENCZOwsKI

Professor of Political Scicnce, University of California at Berkeley

EGINNING IN 1955, the Soviet Union
»undertook an offensive of rapproche-
ment with the countries of the Middle

East. "This offensive was aimed primarily at
Ihe Avab states, but it cheompassed also such
pon-Araly countries as Turkey, Tran and
Nfchanistan,  Soviet progress in the North-

- Tier was, slower beeause Twkey and
ran, mindful of Russian aggressiveness in the

irst postwar decade, were suspicious of Soviet

potives and preferred to link themselves to

1c. West through such multilateral instru-

ipents as the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
ifon (NATO) and the Baghdad Pact (sub-

ispquently CENTO).

In contrast, Russia scored considerable

:sjiccesses in the Arab world, especially be-

Apeeen 1955 and 1957, The Soviet-Egyptian
N v L .

akms deal and the Suez crisis marked high

i

w

bints in the Soviet policy of building friend-

iship with the Arabs. A decade later, the
(Arab-fsraeli war and the tesulting complica-

s in Arab-Western relations provided an-
sther opportunity for the Soviet Union to

ferease its influence and stature i the

Middle Yast. This time its success was cven

-ore pronounced than it was during the Suez
cifisis of 1956,

While at that time the

US.5.R. and the United States both ranged

ot
80
“erfjoyed a monopoly of pro-Arab posture, )
Inamore general sense, the decade of

b

lemsclves  against the combined Anglo-
ench and Tsracli agereession, in 1967 Russia

he 1960°s has been characterized by intensive

Spviet penetration of the Middle East in the

|

1 |
ifa[.tors, of which the following could be
id

pglitical, economic and cultural sectors. This:
pgnetration has been aided by a number of:

utificd as most significant:

- (a) putting its emphasis on peaceful coexistence,
Sovict policy avoided violence and threats;

(h) the Soviet nion displayed a marked will-
ingness o deal with the established Middle
Eastern governments regardless of their hue,
while at tlic same time de-emphasizing its -
support for local Communist parties:

(¢) major eflorts were made to identify Russia
with Arab nationalist aspirations; the strug-
gle against Zionism, imperialism and feudal-
ism hecame standard catchwords of both the
Arab and Soviet political vocabularies;

(d) Russia was willing and able to respond to
the urgent quest of Middle East govern-
ments for speedy development irrespective
of the political structure of the recipient
countries;

(¢) Socialist trends in some states, expressed in
the expansion of the public sectors of na-
tional cconomies, were contducive to closer
links hetween Russia and the Middle Eastern
“clients” inasmuch as they led to an en-
larged volume of government-to-government
transactions:

(f) the weakening of the United States alliance
system (both NATO and CENTO) was-
enhancing the Soviet opportunities of pene-

. tration; :

(g) the diversion of the major Amcrican effort
to the war in Vietnam weakened the rela-
tive position of the United States in the
Middhk- East, therehy strengthening Russia’s
influence ;

(h) a dramatic loss of United States influence in’
the Arab world on account of the Arab-
Isracli war of June, 1967, worked to the
direet advantage of the Soviet Union.

In its policy of penctration, the U.S.S.R.
was scconded by other countrics of the Soviet
bloc. Numerous aid-and-trade transactions
and cultural cooperation agreements con-
cluded between Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hun-
gary, Fast Germany, Rumnania and Bulgaria,
on the one hand, and the countries of the
Middle East, on the other, greatly added to
overall comulative effe

the
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SOVIET PENETRATION

In spite of the intensity of the Soviet penc-
tration, nonc of the Soviet Union’s Middle
Eastern partners was ever linked to it by an
alliance.  From the formal point of view, all
Soviet transactions were conducted with fov-
craments which were cither neutralist fmost
of the Arab states and Alghanistan) or allied

to the West (‘Turkey and Tran).  ITowever,

“belind the facade of fornal neutralism, cer-
“tain Arab countries, niost notahly the United
“Arab Republic, were in fact rather closely

aligned with the Soviet Union on most major,
Jssues of foreign policy.  An attemipt to mea-;

sure the intensity of Sovict penetration might,
‘therefore, lead to the following tentative cate-
gorization in a descending order from high to
low:

L. political ties and arms aid (the U.A.R., Syria,
Traq, Algeria, Yemen);

2. political ties and cconomic assistance (the
U.A.R., Syria, Iraq, Algeria, Yemen) ;

3. economic assistance hut no political tics (Iran,
Afghanistan, Turkey); -

4. arms aid but no political ties (Iran, Sudan).

Some clarification of the terms used here
may be in order. “Economic assistance” em-
hraces a wide spectrum of transactions which
may include cash credits, long-range loans at

-a low interest rate, direct Soviet participation
“in major construction projects and barter
agreements.  Sovict preference has generally
been to assist, through direct participation, in
nmajor---sotmetimes monumental—works, such
a5 big river dams, steel plants and similar
basic infrastructural ventures. But occasion-

'ul]y Russia would also undertake a major

consumption  project provided it had a
proper publicity value (such as paving streets
in Kabul). Generally, Soviet cconomic as-
sistance has tended to be directed toward in-
dustrial objectives, but agriculture has not
been altogether neglected. as evidenced by
Soviet aid in erceting silos in Tran and regu-
lating certain rivers.  In recent years, i.e.,
beginning with the mid-1960's, Russia began
medest expansion in the oil sector by conclud-
ing exploration or pipeline construction con-
tracts with such countries as Iran, Syria and
Iraq.

The term “arms aid” similarly embraces
a variety of transactions ranging from barter
deals (arms for cotton in Egypt), through

other forms of payment to outright grants,

CIA-RDP78-03061A000400030007-9

Both the cconomic assistance and the arms
aid have involved the participation of Sovict
experts—civil and military. Scant informa-
tion about the activities of these technicians
and officers seerus to indicate that their con-
tacts with local populations are restricted to
the transaction of esscntial business with their
opposite numbers; that there is little or no
socializing; and that they have not been
caught engaging in any obvious propaganda
or indoctrination activity. In fact, it would
appear that the relative isolation of these
Soviet-imported communities (experts are
sometimes accompanied by their families)
has been imposed upon them by Sovict
authorities out of fear of having them “con-
taminated” by the “bourgeois” ways and
thinking still prevalent even among the So-
cialist bureaucrats of certain recipient coun-
tries.

On the military side, “arms aid” should
also be understood to encompass the training
of Middle Eastern, particularly Arab, officers
in the use of more sophisticated weaponry in
Russia or the Soviet satcllite states. The most
pronounced type of military assistance is in
the form of Soviet airplanes and pilots, units
of the Soviet navy, or crews handling missile
sites in the recipient countries. Thus far,
there has been no firn evidence of the Rus-
sians or satellite nationals having shared in
actual military operations, in spite of the
rumors about the activity of Soviet pilots in

the civil war in Yemen.,

Soviet “cultural” penetration may be re-
garded almost as a misnomer because there
has really been no significant cxport of Soviet
proletarian culture to the countrics of the
Middle Fast.  What Jittle activity there is has
usually taken two forms: it has consisted
cither in sponsoring occasional lectures, con-

certs and art exhibits by Soviet scholars and

artists (with fairly negligible impact 6n the
target gronps in the Middle Fast), or in mak-
ing scholarships available for Middle Eastern
students in Russia and the Soviet bloe coun-
trics. Regardless of country or social class,
Arabs, Tranians and Turks still prefer United
‘States or European films, books and illus-
trated magazines (if admitted by local cen-
sorship). By the same token, young girls in
those countries follow “decadent” patterns of
miniskirts, bikinis, lipstick and discotheque
addiction rather than the models set by squat,
hard working and. drably ‘dressed  Soviet
wornen, : b
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and last Fuwropean institutions of higher
“learning make an impact upon the education
. —particularly technical-—of substantial num-
bers of young men, especially from Arab,
countries. 'There is no conclusive evidence
that such educational experience in the East-
ern bloc has resulted in massive conversions
to Communist ideology. In fact, there is some
.evidence of the opposite result.  For example,
Iraqi students studying cngincering in Odessa
protested to the Iraqi embassy in Moscow
against the attempt to introduce into their
curriculum a course on the history of the
Communist party of the Soviet Union as
irrelevant to their academic objectives and
as a possible device of indoctrination. As a
iresult, Soviet authorities abandoned the idea.
It would be ohviously improper to disre-
gard the presence of the local Communist
parties in the Arab countries and in Iran.
Generally outlawed, they tend to operate in
-secrecy but in some cases, notably in Syria,
Iraq and Lebanon, they have (depénding on
the period and the circumstances) operated
almost openly.  However, their existence
- antedates the intensive Soviet poli(:‘y?fxpene-
. tration and their fortunes are not invariably
‘linked with the success of Russian dealings
with the established governments. In fact,
sometimes closer government-to-government
rclations have had an adverse cffect on the
growth of the local Communist movements.
Perhaps the closest point to real ideological
“penctration has occurred when the ruling
parties of Russia and Sytia (i.e. the C.P.S.U.
andl the Ba’ath) have organized mutual visits
of their representative groups to discuss their
ideological and organizational problems, It
1s not unlikely that in a dialogue of this sort
the discovered similarity of approaches of the
two partics on a number of issues might result
.in a greater tolerance toward communism on
i the part of the Ba’ath, although again firm
“evidence on this matter is lacking. '

U.S.S.R. AND TURKEY AND IRAN

Between 1966 and 1968, relations between
the Sovict Union and Turkey and Iran
showed a marked improvement. Not only
were previous threats and hostile propaganda
campaigns abandoned, but many positive
steps were taken. While a detente and coop-
‘eration were characteristic of the new Soviet

. policy toward both southern neighbors, major
< successes could be registered particularly in
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hensive Soviet-Iranian agreement provided
for Soviet assistance in erecting a steel plant
and a metallurgical complex in the vicinity
of Isfahan, a provincial capital located in the
center of Iran, remote from the traditional
sphere of Russian influence in the north.
The agreement also pledged Soviet assistance
in the construction of grain elevators through-
out Iran, joint regulation of the border rivers
of Aras and Atrak, and aid in a number of
other industrial projects. DPayment for the
steel plant was to be effected by supplies of -
natural gas from Iran’s southern oil fields,

which in turn would be conveyed to the So-

viet Union’s Caucasian border by a pipeline

to be constructed partly by Tran and partly

by the Soviet Union.

Hand-in-hand with this basic agreement
went complementary deals concluded with
Rumania (Iranian oil for a $131-million trac-
tor factory to be bnilt in "Tabriz), Czecho-
slovakia (a $100-million generator factory to
be constructed by Skoda works), and other
East Luropean countries, generally providing
for barter-type transactions. Furthermore,
for the first time since the abortive attempt
in 1916, the Sovict Union made its entry into
the Iranian oil sector. On April 15, 1967, the
National Tranian Oil Company and the
U.S.8SR. reached an agreement giving the
Soviet Union the right to cxplore and drill
for oil in certain arcas outside the territory
exploited by the Western-owned consortium.

An interesting innovation in Soviet-Iranian
relations was the conclusion, on February 9,
1967, of an arms acreement worth $110 mil-
lion. Russia undertook to provide armored
troop carriers, trucks and anti-aircraft guns in
rxchange for light goods. ‘T'his was the first
time that a country linked to a Western de-
fense system became a recipient of Soviet
military  equipment.  This agrecment was
symbolic of gradual Iranian emancipation
from the United States-sponsored system of
political and military guarantces. It was
hased on the conviction of Tran’s ruling group
that strict tics with the West should be re-
Jaxed inasmuch as the Sovict Union ceased
to present an immediate threat to Iran. This
view of the Sovict Union stemmed from the
Iranian evaluation of Soviet internal changes
since Sovict Premier Nikita Khrushchev, and
Soviet preoccupation with China.  Thus,
Iranian policy underwentia modification: it
began stressing the economic aspects of
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CENTO while playing down the military,
without, however, repudiating the alliance in

“any formal way, This new mood in Soviet-

Iranian relations was enhanced by Soviet

! Premier Alexei Kosygin’s visit to Tran in

* April, 1968, to be followed by the state visit
: of the Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi to the
" Soviet Union in September.

Similarly, Turkish-Soviet relations took a
friendlier turn after 1966, partly because
Turkish appraisal of the Sovict reality and
motives coincided with the Iranian and partly

" as a reaction to the much-criticized American
. neutrality in the Turkish-Greek conflict over

Cyprus. Kosvgin’s visit to Ankara in Decem-
ber, 1966, the signing of border seltlement
protocols and economic cooperation agree- -

‘ments, and the return visit of Turkish Pre-

mier Suleiman Demirel in Russia in Septem-

ber, 1967, marked the steps in the normaliza- -

tion of Turkish-Sovict relations. Commenting
on his visit to Moscow upon his return, De-
mirel stated that “the traces of hostility” in
their mutual relations have been eliminated.
Not unlike Iran, Turkey maintained het alli-
ance ties with the West through NATO,
CENTO, and the bilateral security agrece-
ment with the United States. However, the
presence of a sizable American military es-
tablishment on Turkish soil caused ceriain
anti-American manifestations in the summer
of 1968, thus further strengthening the linger-
ing neutralist trends to Russia’s implicit ad-
vantage,

SOVIET RELATIONS WITH THE
ARAD WORLD
Soviet relations with the Arabs have to
some extent been conditioned by the nature
_of the Arab political systems. Thus, invari-
- ably, Russia would maintain closer and more
fricndly relations with the states of the Arab
revolutionary camp (the U.A.R., Syria, Iraq,
Algeria, Republican Yemen, and more re-
cently the People’s Republic of South Ye-
men) than with the right-wing monarchics or
such “nentrals” as Lebanon, Tunisia and
Sudan. It should be pointed out, however,
that the political conservatism or monarchical
structure of certain Arab states have not, per
se, deterred the Soviet Union from maintain-
ing or sccking to maintain diplomatic and
economic relations with them.. The Soviet
Union has embassies in Jordan, Kuwait,
. Libya and Morocco. The Kingdom: of Saudi
. Arabia has thus far been the only Arab state
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steadfastly refusing to open diplomatic rela-
tions with Moscow despite the latter’s infor-
mal solicitations.

Soviet trangactions  with (e “neatral”
Arab camp (in terms of inter-Arab align-
ments) have varied {rom trade relations with
Lebanon, through cultural relations with the
‘guided democracy of Tunisia (the June 22,
L1967, agreement), to arms aid to Sudan (the
September;, 1967, negotiations in Khartoum).

The main thrust of Soviet endeavors, how-
ever, has been directed toward the cementing
of political friendship with the Arab military
dictatorships horn of coups and revolutions.
Eaypt has heen the principal target since the
1955 so-called Cuechoslovak-Egyptian arms
deal (later publicly acknowledged to repre-
sent a  Soviet-Lgyptian agrecement)  and
U.AR. President Gamal Abdel Nasser's at-
Lack against the Western-sponsored Baghdad
Pact. Soviet diplomatic support to Cairo
during the Suez crisis coupled with the under-
taking to build the high Aswan Dam consti-
tuted the highlichts of Russia’s politico-eco-
nomic offensive. From that time on, Sovict
ties with Egypt, through anns supplics, barter
deals and support of various development

" projects, have heen steadily maintained and
strengthened,  Becanse of the firm grip of
Nasser’s government on the domestic situa-
tion, this close friendship with Russia and the
Soviet bloc did not result in the growth of
communisin in Egypt.  But the prestige ac-
cruing to the Soviet Union through its deal-
ings with a leading Arab nationalist country
did have an encouraging effect on the growth
and influence of Communist movements in
other countries of the revolutionary camp,
especially Syria and Traq and, to some extent,
in Jordan as well.

Egypt'’s ambitious development programs
together with her militant Pan-Arab policy
and experimentation with socialism produced
serious economic strains and an unceasing
need for forcign cconomic assistance. Al-
though Fgypt (later the U.AR.) did not
fimit her search for aid and credits to the
Soviet bloc and availed herself both of United
States surplus food assistance and West Euro-
pean  credits, her main provider was the
USSR, This in turn ereated a degree of
Egyptian dependence on the Soviet Unjon—
ceonomic, technical, military and ultimately
political—which to a largc extent contra-
dicted Nasser’s claim of haying achieved the
full emancipation of his country from fnx;ign
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forming a new Mediterranean command, to be called Maritime Air Forces, Medi-
terranean, or MATRATRMED. It is based at Naples and will provide an added
watch over the Mediterranean. The decision to set up this new command was
made in June at the NATO ministerial meeting in Iceland, and it was acti-
vated on 21 November, when a base at Naples was opened. This new element
is made up of American, British and Italian forces, with Greek and Turkish
forces scheduled to Join it later.

Continued Soviet penetration in the Middle East

The Soviet drive into the Mediterranean follows years of Soviet pene-
tration, through military and economic aid, into the Arab world. Since
the Arab-Israeli war the Soviets have used the disastrous state of the Arab
armies and air forces as leverage to increase Arab dependence on the Soviet
Union. They have replaced an estimated eighty percent of all equipment
lost by the Arabs in the war, and in addition have given Egypt, Syria and
Algeria about forty patrol boats which carry the Styx missile, of the type
that sank the Israeli destroyer Elath off Port Said in October 1967T. They
have doubled the number of military advisers in Egypt to at least 2,000 and
have sent large tralning missions to Algeria, Iraq, Syria and Yemen.

In addition to its "hard-core" clients, the UAR, Syria and Irag, with
each of whom it has recently concluded new military aid agreements, the So-
viet Unicn has made militsry and economic deals with Iran, Sudan and both
the Yemen Arab Republic and the People's Republic of South Yemen; it has
also made progress in expanding its influence in the oil-rich nation of
Kuwalt.

In all, Soviet teams are working on an estimated 100 or more projects
throughout the area, including a dam on the Euphrates that will supply
electricity to much of Syria, making oil surveys in Egypt, and constructing
a railroad in Iraq, a steel plant in Algeria and a machine-tool plant in
Iran. Accompanying the military and economic penetration is the Soviet
cultural drive, with Soviet dance groups and circus troupes touring major
Arab cities, local cinemas and television networks featuring Soviet films,
universities offering Russian language courses and local bookstores filled
with Soviet bocks and periodicals translated into Arabic.

>
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_control.
“that Egypt freed herself politically from the
remnants of British tutelage to fall under an
increasing Soviet influence.

"This influcnce was particularly enhanced
as a result of the June, 1967, war. The de- .
struction of the U.A.R. army, together with
its cquipment and most of its airplanes, .
opened the floodgate to massive Sovict arms ,
supplies. Egypt not only hecame a target ;
for Soviet penctration but began playing an ‘
ever-increasing role as a transit route and ®
staging point for Soviet ventures in Yemen,
South Arabia and Africa.  While thus reap-
ing political benefits from the crisis of 1967,
. the Soviet Union sullered also the incon-;
: venience of being denied (along with other
i nations) the use of the Suez Canal. In:
{ purely strategic terms due to the war m
{ Vietnam, the continuous passage through the |
‘icanal would probably benefit the Soviet |
{ Union more than the United States and its |
 Western allies. ;
' Substantial Sovict cfTort was also exerted
'in Syria after 1957 and in Iraq after the revo-
Elution of 1958. 1In both cases, Russia under-
i took to supply quantities of arms and to assist
{in a variety of development projects. Lco-
i nomic and technical penetration of Syria by
(the Soviet bloc countries was especially
' noticeable.  An oil refinery at Tloms was con- |
structed by a Czechoslovak firm in the late
1950's, while in 1967 Russia undertook to’
assist in the development of Syrian oilfields in |
the Jezira province (Karachuk and Rum-,
aylan). Even more important was the agree-
ment reached on December 27, 1967, whereby -
the Soviet Union undertook to supervise the
construction of the Euphrates Dam. In con-
trast to Egypt, this cordiality in Sovicet-Syrian '
rclations was partly reflected in the more:
favorable treatment accorded to Syria’s do-!
mestic Communists. In 1967, Syria’s leading
Communist, Khaled Bakdash, was not only
allowed to return from exile in the Sovict |
Union but also to make public statcments and .
grant press interviews. By the same token,
there were two members of Syria’s cabinet
;‘ in 1967 who were regarded as members of—
Lor closely affiliated with—Syria’s Communist |
iparty. A brief visit to Damascus paid in
]]uly, 1967, by Soviet President N. V. Pod- '%

| morny was indicative of the Soviet desire to'

i take full advantage of Syria’s pro-Sovict and
"auti-American mood in the wake of the Arab-

H

i
I

[sracli war.
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similar pattern.  Assisted by its European
satellites, the Soviet Union concluded with
‘Traq a number of cconomic, cultural and:
anns aid agrecments, including an oil agree-;
ment of December, 1967, In spite of these:
siilaritics, however, Traqi-Sovict relations;
differcd in five important respects from the,
Sovict-Syrian pattern:

(a) the excesses committed by the overconfident -
Iraqi Communist party during the era of !
Aldul Kavim Kassim in 1959 alicnated |
many hitherto  vacillating clements from '
connmunism and, implicitly, from Moscow; '
the Soviet Union did not undertake in Iraq
a project of a magnitude comparable to the :
Aswan or Euphrates Dams; '
Iraq's cconomy continued to have a close |
relationship to the West through the rcvc-:
nues derived from the operations of the :
Western-owned Iraq Petrolcum Compnny;:
the Kurdish problem in the north of Iraq,
with an ever-present possibility of intcrfer-
ence hy outside powers (including Russia)
added another note of caution to Iragi-So-
viet rclations;
the Damascus maverick regime of left-wing |
Ba’ath (since Fehruary, 1966) has effectively |
isolated Syria fromt the West and from the
Arah community of nations, thus incvitably ©
drawing the country toward close ties with
the Sovict bloc; except for a period of Kas- |
sim’s regime (1958-1959) no such isola- -
tion has occurred in Iraq’s relationship with .
the non-Communist and Arab nations.

X0

(c)

{d)

(e)

Soviet relations with Algeria and Re-'
publican Yemen followed the lines broadly’
Hraced in Epypt, Syria and Irag.  ‘The same:
fpolitical - vocabulary of  common struggle
against imperialism, Zionism and reaction
was used, and similar offers of economic and
arms ajd were made and accepted. It is:
doubtful whether the Sovict Union could.
ever count on a position of near-monopoly of
influence in Algeria as it did in Egypt and
Syria beeanse of Algeria’s close ceonomic in-
volvement with France. As for Yemen,'
Sovict penetration was intensified by the
| withdrawal of U.AR. troops from Yemeni
territory following the dchacle in the June:
war in Sinai and the subsequent Saudi-Egyp-
tian agreement (at the end of August, 1967).1
| Soviet equipment and military advisers began |
increasingly to fill the gap left by the U.AR.
evacuation; their presence in Yemen hasi
 probably been a major factor in preventing :
' the collapse of the Republican rcgime under -
"2 renewed tribal-royalist oflensive.

The Arab revolutionary camp has been
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i(lvnti(icH with the slogans of Arab unity,
Aware of the emoational impact of such slo-
mans upon the Arab masses, the Soviet Union
has generally paid lip service to the idea of
Arab unity,  Thus, in November, 1966, when
Syt and the U.AR. concluded a military
cooperation pact, Soviet official commients
spoke favorably of the “unity of progressive
forces” in the Arab world. 1In reality, it is
doubtful whether the U.S.S.R. really desired
Arab unity. In fact, it gave indications of
opposing it. In February, 1958, when Syria’s
last parliament voted for union with Egypt,
the enly Communist deputy, Khaled Bakdash,
cast a dissenting vote, went into hiding, and
cventually appcared in Moscow to rcmain in
exile until 1967. There is no reason to think
that the old imperial principle of divide and
rule does not apply to Soviet policies in the
Arab world as well, Profiting from the na-
tural tendency toward Arab revolutionary
polycentrism, the U.S.S.R. stands to gain
more by exploiting the weaknesses and the
special - circumstances of individual Arab
states than by dealing with a stronger unified
organism.

RUSSIA AND THE ARAB-ISRAELI
CONFLICT

The essentials of the Arab-Isracli relation-
ship have favored the Soviet position from the '
outset. In November, 1947, the Soviet Union
cast its vote in the United Nations {or the
partition of Palestine, because the existence
of a Jewish state in the midst of a hostile

- Arab world would incvitably provide a con-
stant irritant in Arab-Western relations. "The |

Soviet policy was not limited to voting in

favor of the creation of Israel; it materially

contributed to the entrenchment of Israel’s

‘independence by providing her-—through

clandestine channels—with arins during her
‘war with the Arabs in 1948. Dy the same
token, the U.S.S.R. was one of the first major

"powers to extend recognition to Isracl within

hours of the proclanation of her independ-
‘ence.

Assured that Tsrael was there to stay, the
Soviet Union promptly aligned itsclf on the
side of the Arabs, invariably supporting Arab
nationalist aspirations, but never formally en-
dorsing repeated Arab calls for the annihila-
tion of the state of Isracl. B}

- The Soviet Union played a significant role
in the ‘Arab-Israeli war of 1967. In the first
Place, it may. be asserted that it had ma-
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terially contributed o the outhreak of the
conflict in qwn ways: (a) by beavily arming
the U.AR. and Syria and thus assisting in
the growth of exaggerated self-confidence of
the military rulers in Cairo and in Damascuis;
(b) by warning Syria of an impending Isracli
invasion on the eve of the war, and thus
sctting in motion a politico-military chain
reaction leading to U.A.R. President Nasser’s
expulsion of the United Nations Emecrgency
Force (UNET) from the U.ARs territory,
Once the war broke out, Soviet support 1o
the Arab states was limited to verbal attacks
against Isracl, Soviet political leadership
clearly resolved to avoid direct involvement
“and a possibility of armed confrontation with
the United States; neither Nasser nor Israeli
Prime Minister Levi Eshikol would be per-
mitted to choose for the Soviet Union the
time and place of a third world war. How-
ever, the Russians did their utmost to give
verbal support to the Arabs. In the U.N. de-
bates, they were at one with the Arab delega-
tions in ignoring the clerents of provocation
supplied by Nasser’s removal of UNEF from
Sinai and by his announced blockade of the
Gulf of Aqaba. Tn fact, they made massive
use of the U.N. deliberations to give maxi-
mum publicity to their pro-Arab stand and
to contrast it with the timid and vacillating
policies of the United States. To give an
even greater eflect to this strategy, Premier,
Kosygin appeared personally in the United
Nations, while, simultancously,  President
Podgorny paid visits to Cairo, Damascus and
'Baghdad.  Pefsonal involvement in this
matter of the highest Soviet office-holders
testificd to the importance attached to the
Middle East in Sovict global strategy.
American press comments on Soviet poli-
cies at that time inclined toward oversimpli-
fied optimism by dwelling on two facts: (a)
that the Soviet Union’s prestige had suffered
because its arms supplied to the Arabs proved
of no avail in the contest with the Israelis;
(b) that it suffered a political defcat by
having its strongly pro-Arab motion rejected
by the U.N. General Assembly. In the light
of subsequent developments, these opinions
appear unwarranted. Soviet proposals in the
U.N. were made not for the purpose of being
accepted by the majority (which the Soviet
delegation knew was unrcalistic}, but with
an eye to the maximum pui)]ici‘ty advantage
to be derived from their onclsided tenor. “As

for the defeat of Soviet arms, it was not the
7 : CIA-RDP78-03061A0004Q0030007-9
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arms but the Egyptians and Syrians using
them who were defeated.

This was not inconsistent with long-range
:Soviet policy objectives in the rcgion. It
‘created among the Arabs a sense of decp
 frustration coupled with a sense of alicnation
[rom the United States and invariably drove
many of them into the proffered Soviet em-
brace.  Furthermore, Russia immediately
offered to—and did—replace most of the de-
stroyed weapons, equipment and planes with

new ones. At the same time, the Arab gov-
ernments were offered critical suggestions
{from Moscow on how to replace their officer
corps by a new one whose social origins would
assure a greater class harmony with ordinary
soldiers.  Auother lesson to be learned by the

Arabs was that to use the new weapons effec- -

tively, they would have to rely more com-
pletely on expert Soviet advice.

In sum, it may he assertedd with good rea-
son that on balance, despite the inconvenience :
.of the blockage of the Sucz Canal, the Soviet
Union emerged from the Arab-Israeli conflict

with impressive gains. The defeated Arab

states, resentful at what they regard as definite |

i

American partiality toward Isracl, tend to!

turn to the U.S.S.R. as their one remaining
fricnd among the big powers. Rupture of
diplomatic relations, trade boycott, temporary
oil embargoes, and the continuing refusal of
Syria, Iraq and Egypt to grant to airlines of
United States rcgistry‘?verﬂight rights has
created a real vacuum in American-Arab re-
lations, into which the Sovict Union and its
.satellites are stepping with cagerness and
‘success. The presence of ‘a large Soviet naval
_contingent (45 ships) in the Mediterranean
[further adds to the weight of Soviet influcnce
in the arca. '

~ As these lines are written, the Soviet-
Czechoslovak crisis seemns to have reached its

peak, with the Soviet invasion of Czechoslo-
vakia and the capitulation of her political
leaders. There is alrcady evidence to indicate
that this act of undisguised aggression has
offered sobering thoughts to thosc Northern
Tier states like Turkey and Iran which in
‘recent years were inclined to accept Sovict
 protestations of peaceful coexistence at face
value. The effect of the Sovict aggression on
attitudes in the Arab world will be less clear.

In the Arab non-revolutionary states it will

confirm the already existing suspicion and
fears of Soviet and Communist designs. But
in the Arab revolutionary camp the immedi-
ate cffects may be negligible.  Just because
the Sovict Union is scttling its accounts with
a rather remote (from the Arab point of
iview) Czechoslovak Communist leadership,

the basic pro-Soviet orientation of Cairo or
CDamascus- dictated as itis by their own con-

jeept of their true national interest—is not
Hikely to be upset.  One indication that in-
idill'crcncc is to be expected may be found in’
| the hehavior of their controlled press during
'the crisis; relatively scant attention was paid
to news about Soviet-Czechoslovak tensions
rand negotiations preceding the invasion and
often the only sources of news and comments
“were Tass (Sovict press agency) dispatches
sand articles reprinted {rom Pravda (the Sovict
‘Communist party publication). While even
ithe controlled newspapers could not avoid
“printing the actual news of the invasion, they
penerally avoided editorializing in an obvious
attempt to avoid mutual embarrassment.

“Gieorge Lenczowski is a frequent visitor to the
i Middle East. Tlis most recent trip to that
‘area was made this past summer to Saudi
Arabia. e is the author of 7he Middle

Fast in World Affairs (3d ed.; Cornell Uni-

versity P'ress, 1962).
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