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Dear Colonel Thite,

A week ago we took my mother into another hospital after the
previcus one had pronocunced her & "terminal case,” with a life
expestansy up to ninety days. Her pain {s oontinuous send inecressing
end only the use of hypodermics makes what's left of life bearable.
There's no indication that the prognosis of this nospital will differ
from that of the other. The attending doctor told me yesterday that
while the chance of anything even like partial recovery is remote,
the staff must proceed on the principle of of prolonging life as far as
possible in the hope, however theoretical that a cure may be disoovered.
The pain she's enduring is the most torturing thing I've ever watched
in my life, yet it wmay go on for weeks. On the other hand; the dootor
says such patiemts not infrequently pess away suddenly without apparent
immediate cause.

In such circumstances, you cen sppreciate that the question of
returning to Washington at the end of four weeks will be an extremely
diffioult one for me. If there had been any assured life expentancy
peried I should have heen able to complete, or at least, begin the
reorientation period & then return here. In view of the considerable
help already given me. in the matter of an early reorientation leave,
I'm naturally reluctant to ask for oxtended consessions, and I don't
{ntend this as such s request, partioularly since the circumstances
remain unpredictable. Xpropos our conversation, I'Ve given you as
clear a picture as possible sbout the general situation here in the
expeotation that you wculd then be in a better position to advise.

ihen I left Washington, I had an earned leave inorement of over
eight weeks. I don't know the procedures with regard to leave without
pay, nor whether they are even applicable in these cirsumstances.

The ploture's pretty oonfused, but given the facts, I think
{t would be hard for it to be otherwise. I still would like to return
to England, and I know none of this will make that any easier for you
to bring off. At snyrmte, 1'11 be anxious to hear whatever suggestions
or information you have to offer.

#ith best wishes,

Sinoerely,
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