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507$EAES”OF'THE'cQMyUNIST'PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION, 1903-1953

The -50tn anniversary of the opening of the Second Congress of the
Russien Social-Democratic Lebor Perty (R.S.D.L.P.) on July 30,-1903, is ,
8 landnork in the life of  the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, in the | -
1ife of the peoples of our land and in the history of the entire inter-
national reVolutionary movgment. At this Congress the foundations were
laid for the militant revolutionary Marxist party of the working class,

8 party of a new type,'fundamentally'different’from the reformist parties
of the Second International. "Bolshevisn has existed as g trend in polit~
ical thought and as a political,party«since.1903,"'wroté V. I. Lenin.

The trﬁlyftitanic struggle waged by the great Lenin for the establish-

ment of a:revolutionary proletarian perty in Russia wes crowned with success
ot the Second Congress. For meny years, from the opening of the 90's of
the past century, v. I, Lenin, specking as e true follower of the doctrine
of Marx and Engels and'creatively.developing'MarXism in. new historical
conditions, econducted a nerclless struggle against the open and covert
enemies of Marxism, againstoil kinds of nenlfestations of opportunisnm in
the workers' movement and for. the organization and solidority of the forces
of the proletariat under the banner of revolutionary Marxisr.

The BolsheVigt,party, created and forged by the geniug of the revolu~
tion, Lenin, led our people to the triveph of the great October sociallst .
revolution of 1917, organized the dletatorship of the proletariat, stirred -
the many-millioned messes of the working people of our motherland to con- B
Sclous historical ereastion, ensurcd the establishment of o socialist socie-
ty and is confidently leading the Soviet pecple forward to cormmumnism. The‘
nene of Lenin, the great founder snd wise leader of the Communist Party, is
indissolubly linked with the entire history of our party, with the rise and
developrent of the first soclalist state in the world, the Unlon of Soviet
Sociolist Republics. The neme of Lenin hos beeonme the banner of the work-
ing people of the entire world in the<struggle‘for_the cause of peace, democ=
racy and socialism and for a shining future for the pecples.

By its self--sacrificing struggle for the cause of the workers and
peasants, for socialism, and by its tireless work for the revolutionary
transformation of soclety, the Comwunist Perty of the Soviet Union has
earned the boundless love and +rust of the entiré Soviet people, The-
working people of the U.SeSRe have becone ‘convinced by neny years of
historidsl eiperience that of all the political parties which have existed
in our country only the Cormunist Party is s genuine party of the people,
expressing the fundamental interests of the working people.
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The Communist Party of the Soviet Union hes traversed & slox:ic»us half-
century path of struggle, of severe tests arid world-historic triumphs.
Tempered in battles under the leadership of the genius Lenin, under the
pupil and conbtinuer of Lenin'’s cause, the great Stalin, and under their
conrades-in-arms, our Comuunist Party is now: the leading, directing and
guiding force in the Soviet society which is bullding commnisin.

The entire history of the Communist Party demonstrates the triumph
of the great, all-conquering doctrine of Merxisu-Leninism. The rich
historical experience of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is an
insplring exemple to the Cormwunist and Workers' Parties of all countries

in their consistent strugﬂle for revolutionazﬂy change in society.

~ The Hlstorlc S:Lgnlficance of the Second (ongress of the R, S D, L.P. “

The Marxi st party in Russia was LSt&LbliShed at a tuxning point
in t"ae 1nternatlonal workers' noverent, when capltalisri had entered its
highest end last, imperislist phase of develcpment end hed begun to turm
intec a parasitic, decaying and dying cepitelism, when the proletarian
revolu.tlon had become an irmediete, practicsl question. Russia at thet
per;od was a .point of convergence of all the contradictions of imperialisn.
The interests of Russian Tsarisn and Western imperielisn were tightly
intertwined. V. I. Lenin wrote on the eve of the Second Party Congress:
"History has presented us with an immediate task, the most revolutionary
of all the irmediate tasks of the proletariat of any country whatsoever.
Aucompllstmen’ﬁ of this task, destruction of the mightiest bulwark of not
only European but alsc (can we say now) Asiatic resction, would neke the
Russian prole‘taria’c the vangnard of the internstional revolutionary pro-

letayiat." This determined the nature, specifiic character and interna-
tional significance of the great popular revolution which ‘was welling up

in Rus sia.

The sources of the Marxist movement in RLss:.e go back to the 80's
of the past century, when the "Emencipation of, Labor" Marxist group,
headed by Piekhenov, was established in 1883. : But-the "Emencipation of
Labor" group "only theoretically founded Social-Democrucy and only made .
the first step toward & workers® movenment." The seed of the revolutn.onary
proletarian party in Russia wos Lenin's Peterspurg “"League of Struggle for
the Emancipation of the Working Class" (1895), which was amed at a broad
corbination of Malxism with the workers' 'novem«;n’c. : :

The F:.rst Congress cf the R.S,D.L.P., held in March, 1898, proclaimed
the estoblishment of & Morxist party in Russia. But after the First Con-
gress the Morxist movement in Russio remained in the stage of individual,
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‘heterogeneous Soclal-Democratic circles and groups, not linked by the unity
of o militant Marxist program. and centralized orgenization., A considerable
part of the Social-Democratic circles were, noreover; corroded by the rust
of "economism" (opportunism which rejected political struggle by the work-
ing clags and the leading role of that claes). , S L

A most important political question wos decided in the period of the
Second Party Congress: which path the young Russisn workers® novement would
toke-~whether, inspired by.the socialist ideology, it would taoke the path
of bold, consistent revolutionary struggle against Tsorisn and -capitalisn,
of struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat--the path to which Lenin,
the "Iskra-ites," the Bolshevists surrioned. it--or would slip into the path -
of subordination %o bourgeois ideology, reformisn, adeptation to Tsarisn
and capitalisn, the path onto which the Mensheviks and their predecessors,
the "economists," sought to defleet the workers' movement. The victory of
the ideological prineiples of Lenin and Lenin's Iskra at the Second Party
Congress was of the utmost jrportance to the develdpment of our party -and
the revolution, to the entire internstional revolutionary rovement.

2+  The decade preceding the Second Party Congress is narked in the
history of the workers® movement of Russia by Lenin's uncorpronising strug-
gle against libersl populism (Naerodnichestvo) and "legal Marxisn," against
primitive methods end preoccupation with study .circles (kustarnichestvo
i kruzhkoyshchina), against the opportunism of the "econorlsts," who opposed
the estoblishnent of & revolubtionary party of the proletariat and introduction
of socialist consclousness into the spontancous warkers' nmovenent.,

The all-Russian Marxist. political newspoper Iskra, organized by Lenin,
played o decisive role in the struggle for a Marxist party, in the routing
of the "economists," in uniting the heterogenecus Social-Derocratic circles
and in preparing the Second R.S.D.L.P. Congress. By Lenin's design, the
newspapcr became the center for uniting the Party forces, Tor asserbling
and training Party cadres, for rallying them into an all-Russian, militant,
centralized proletarian perty with a clear Morxist progran, revolutionary
tactics, united will and iron diseipline. This Leninist plon for establish-
nent of the Party was besed on the pressing tasks of the revolutionary
struggle and masterfully generalized the orgenizstional experience of the
Marxists, The triwmph of this plan laid the foundation for the rallying of-
o nilitant, stedled Cormmmist Party which became a nodel for thé interne-
tional revolutionary workers' rovement. - :

The tasks of the growing workers' moveﬁent of Russia insistently
required creéative development . of the Marxist theory and deep~rooted corbina-
tion of the workers' riovement with socialism. Lenin, the great continuer of
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Marx' eause, worked out the ideologiecal foundations of the Marxist party
end roised high the significance of revolutionary theory. Lenin proved
thot only a party gulded by advanced theory oan perforn the role of van--
guard and genuine leader of the working peopile, and he stressed with full
forgclghe Irportance of carbining the workers' mass novenent with scientific
socilalisn,

3+ The hlstoric signiricuncc of the Second R. S D L. P. Congreuu is
that is created 1n Russia o genuinely Marxist party slong the ideologlcal
snd organizetional lines advanced and worked out by Lenin's Iskra. The
. Gongress adopted, for the first time in the history of the international
workers® movenent since the death of Marx and Engels,. a revolutionary pro=-
gron in which the struggle for the dlctatorsrip of the proletariat was
presentcd as the basic task.

At the Convress Lenin unl his fellow-thmnkcrs, the consistent Iskra-
ites, waged an uncompromising struggle egoinst the opportunist elements
who tried to prevent the Congress from including e most irportant thesis
of Marxism-~the thesis of the dictatorship of the proletariat--ln the
Party Progrem. Lenin fought with utnost deteymination and firmness for
the thesis of the dictatorship of the proletsriat. The inclusion by the
Congress in the Party Progran of a point on the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat was a historic trlunph for Lenin s adherents. ,

-4

Whlle advancing the task of fighting for the v1ctoxy‘of the ulctator-
Shlp of the proletariat, Lenin erphasized the tremendous irportance of
the revoiutionary struggle of the peasantry as the ally of the working
cless and he secured inclusion in the Party FProgran of revolutionary-
democratic demonds on the pcaoﬂnt qpestion. '

Lenin decisively rebuffed the Bundists and Polish Social-Derioccrats
who obJjected to 1ncludinéfthe Party Progran &' point on the right of nations
to self-deternination, and he championed the prinﬂiples of proletaridn
internwtionalism.A

The great ideas of revolutionary struggle whlch Lenin uaheld fron the
first days of his political activity triuwphed at the Second Congress.
Critiecizing as unacceptable the draft progran drawn up by Plekhanov, o
draft which onitted the thesis of the dictatorship of the proletarlat,
Lenin emnha51zed that the party of the Russian proletariat nust have a
progran "of o party of practical struggle" and not an academie textbook.
Hence, pointed out Lenin, the Party "must set forth in ite programn in no
erbiguous fashion its endictuent of Russian cepitalisn and its declara-
tion of war upon Russian capitelism.,” The Comrmnist Party took this path,
the Leninist path.

- -
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The revoluticnary progran of the party of the working class, adopted
by the Second R.S.D.L.P, Congress, set forth both the irmediste tasks of -
the proletariat at the stage of the bourgeois denocratic revolution (the
ninimrm progran) and lts Tundonental tasks, aimed at the triuph of the
soclalist revolution (the meximmnm progran). This progran was o rilitant
guilding document of our party right up to the Eighth Porty Congress (1919).

4, A fierce struggle developed at the Second Congress around the
organlzational principles on which the Party was to be constructed. Lenin
and his f=llow-thinkers championed the basic Marxist thesis of the role of
the Party ag the advanced, conscious, organized detachment of the working
class, armmed with revolutionary theory, with knowledge of the laws of de=
velopmcnt of society and the class struggle, with experience in the revolu-
tionary movement. Only such a highly comscious and organized, united and
centralized party, possessing a single will, is capasble of leading the
working class to vietory and successfully -directing 1ts struggle to win
POWCY, :

The Mensheviks, however, were opposed to the struggle for the dlctator-
ship of the proletariat, and hence they did not want o Tighting party of
social revolution. Only a reformist, organizational undefined, " compromnis-
ing organizetion of the type of the opportunist partics of the Second Inter-
national suited the Mensheviks. Opportunism in program (rejection of the
dictotorship of the proletariat) gave rise to organizational opportunisn
(rejection of a centralized, disciplined, militent, revolutionary party of
the proleteriat). '

To preserve unity in the Party, Lenin taught, 1t nwust have iron pro-
letarian discipline and firm rules of Party life, regulated by the Statutes
and equally binding upon all Party nerbers, leaders as well as rank ond
file. Tremendous irportance attaches to the thesis advanced by Lenin at
the Second Congress that the title of Party merber is a lofty one, that
each Party merber is rgsponsible for the Party and the Party for eadh fem-
ber, It 1s the Party's task, pointed out Lenin, to "guard the firrmess,
self~réstraint end purity of our party. We nust dtrive to raise the title
of Party meriber and the signifieance of Party merbership higher, higher,
higherk®k

The firm rules of Party life and principles of leadership which Lenin
devised provided for strictest observance of the prineciples of democratic
centralisr, thorough developnent of the activeness of rank-and-file Party
nerbers, and collective discussion of major problems of Party life. Normal
functioning of the Party organizetions and of the entire Party as a whole,
Lenin tought, is possible only 1if there is strict cbservence of the prin-
ciple of collective leadership, guaranteeing the Party against elements of
chance and one-sidedness in the decisions adopted. The Party ig a living,
creative, constantly developing organisn.

-5
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- V. I. Lenin worked out, for the first tiine in the. hlstory of -
Merxisn, the doctrine of the Party as a guiding organization of the
proletoriat, as the basic weapon in its Honcs, without which it is
impossible to -gain the dlctutorshlp of the proletariat and to bulld
sociallsﬂ and Lonmunism.u'

Lenin's struggle with the opportunist 0leuents at the Congress
over questions of progran and organizetion created the great divide -
between the revolutionary part of the R.S.D. L P.--the BolshGVﬂks—-and
the opportunist part--the Mensheviks.,

" The v1ctory of Lenin's plan of geniuvs for establishing o revo-
lutionary Marxist party, o party of social revolution and dictatorship
of the proletariat, showed that in Lenin the Russian and international
proletariat have s great theoretician of Morxism, cerrying on the cause
and doctrine of Marx and Engels, an outstanding strategist of the
revolution who foresaw the perspectives of development of the workers'

movenent, a nountain ewale who knew no fear in battle,

5. Lenin's uncorpromnising struggle at the Second Congress and in
the subsequent perilcd sgainst the opportunists, his defense of the
-1deological and organizationol principles of Bolshevisr, possessed
great international significence. Lenin's werciless exposure of the
Mensheviks' ideological and organizational. stand, which was hostile to’
Morxisi, was a nighty blow against the revisionists, against those who. - -
had retreated from Marxisr, ageinst all internstional opportunisn, and
possassed tremendous irportonce for the developnient of the revolutionary
novenent in. all countries. The Second R,S.D.L.P. Congress was a turning
point in the internatlonal workcrs' novcuent.

II, The C@mjunist Party in the Struggle for the chtatorshib of the Proe
I*tarlat.~

6. The entire course of historical events fron the Second R.S. D.L Pe
Congress to the triwph of the great Octcber:socialist revolution has ’
grophically demonstroted that the Comunist Party has been the only guiding
revolution force in the country. The history of the three revolutions in
Russia has shown thot in a brief span (1903- 1917) our party accomplished
prenendous pilitical work which has no equel in the world in wealth of
experience, profundity of devcloprent of Meriist theory and creative applic-
ation of it in the course of the revolution; it has demonstrated the great
strength ond vitality of the strategy and tastics of- thc_Cmqunlst Party,-
bhe night wnd invinciblllty of Marx1st-Lcn1nist thcory.

-6- 3
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. The Bolshevist political group which was formmed at the Second Cone .
gress, with Lenin at its head, while formally remeining part of the
united R,S.D.L.P. until 1912, followed & cansistent revolutionary line
which net the fundamental interests of the proletariat, the peasantry
and all ‘the peoples of Russia. The Bolsheviks waged an uncompromising
battle of principle against all the varieties of opportunisn in the
Russian and international workers' novement,

7. It wes Lenin's great achieverent that in the period of develop-
rment of the first Russian bourgeols democratic revolution his genius laid
the foundation for the Party's Bolshevist tacties, the tactics of the
working class, and worked out the political (tactical) principles of
the Comwnist Party. He developed the idea of the hegenony of the pro-
letariat in the bourgeois democratic revolution and showed that in the
historical gituation which had grown up at that time the allisnce of
working class and peasantry, with the proletariat in the leading role,
was vital to the victory of the revolution. Lenin gave the Russian Marx-
ists a clear perspective of the bourgeols demoeratic revolution growing
into a soclalist revolution. He enriched Marxxism with the new theory
of proletarian revolution and laid the foundations of the revolutionary
tactics of the Comunist Party with which the proletariat, in alliance
with the poorest peasants, overthrew the rule of the bourgeoisie in our
country in October, 1917, and estsblished genuine rule of the people--the
rule of the Soviets of Workers' and Peasants' Deputies, the rule of the
Soviets, ' .

The struggle between. the two lines within the R,S,D.L.P,~--the revo-
lutionary Bolshevist line and the opportunist Menshevist line--which
developed around ideological ond orgenizational questions in the period
of the Party's founding scquired particular acuteness in the years .of the
first Russian revolution (1905-1907), when guestions of tactics canme to :
the fore. The Bolsheviks adhered to the poliey of developing the popular reveluw
and its victory, of libersting the working people from the oppression of
Tsarism and the landowners and of turning the bourgeois denccratic revo-
lution into a socilalist revolution. The Mensheviks, on the contrary,
defended the hegemony of the liberal bourgeoisie in the revolution and
pursued a course of calling off the revolution. They descended into the
norass of compromise and turned into agents of the bourgeoisie in the.
workers! novenent., ' ’

8. After the defeat of the first Russian revolution, the Bolsheviks
were not frightened by the growing difficulties. In the dark years of
the Stolypin reaction, amid the orgy of Tsarist repressions and of the
Black Hundreds' terror, the party of Bolsheviks strengthened its ranks
and nade skillful use of both legal and illegal opportunities for increasing
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its ties with the mossess While the Bolsheviks were holding & course

toward preparation of a new revolution, the Mensheviks were retreating farther
end farther from revolution, were running matters so as to liquidate the
illegal revolutionary party of the proletariat, and had becorte open liqui-
dators, A part of the Bolsheviks broke with Marxist principles and tried
to prod the Party onto the path of becoming a sect. isolated from the' "
nasses; in particular, they denanded recall of the workers' Deputies fron .
the State Duma. Lenin exposed this part of the Party, the "Otzovists" ~ '
‘(":hﬁ recall faction"}, as they were then called, as "liquidators inside

out. : ' ‘ .

In the difficult conditions of the reaction only the Bolsheviks, the
Leninists, remained falthful to Merxism, faitiiful to the principles set
Torth in the Party Progran, and repulsed all fshe attacks of eneries who N
tried to disarn the proletariat of Russia, to crush its party end to undernine
and overturn the theoretical prineiples of revolutionary Morxism. To Lenin
belongs the great merit of having defended and developed the theoretical .=
principles. of the Party--dialectical and historical naterialism, which are
the theoretical foundation of communisn--in this tine of difficulties for ‘
the Party. Merxist-Leninist ideological tempering and correct understend-
ing of the perspectives of the revolution helped the basic core of the '
Pagiy,‘rqllied'around Lenin, to defend the Party and preserve its basic
C8 eSS e . R .

9. The Sixth All-Russian Party Conference, held in Prague in 1912,
drove the Menshevist liquidstors out of the R.S.D.L.P. and thercby set -
the basis for finally constituting the Bolsheviks an independent party.
fhe purging of opportunists and Menshevist liquidators from the proletarian
party was of decisive irportence to the further development of the Party, = .
to strengbhening the unity of its renks and to success in achieving the
dictatorship of the proletariat. o - o

.. Corplete success crowned the untiring struggle, waged by Lenin and ‘
by the Bolsheviks wunited around the Leninist leading core, to establish

a party of the new type.

10. The new and righty revolutionary tids which was setting in -
(1912-1914) showed vividly that the workers were preparing for e hew
revolution and that it was the Comrumist Party, tried and tempered in
the class struggle, which was leading then into new battles. '

An importent role in strengthening the Party ranks and enlarging the
Party's ties with the nasses, in training the new generation of revolution-
ary workers, In fighting the liquidators, Trotakyites, Otzovists and other
opportunists, was played by Pravda,.the legal daily newspaper of our paxrty,
founded in the spring of 1912 on the initiative of the Petersburg workers.

-8 -
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1l. In the diffictlt years of the irperislist war (1914~1918) the
party of the Bolsheviks proved cble ™o cope with the tasks of the revolu-
tionary proletarien party, faithful to the cause of soclalisn and pro-
letorian internationalisri, The parties of the Second International
betrayed the cause of socialisu snd descended inte the positicons of social
chavvinisn. ‘ '

Undeviatingly guided by the Merxist-Leninist theory on the questions
of war, peace and revolution, the Bolsheviks waged & conslstent struggle
to turn the imperialist war into a eivil war, to overthrow the rule of
the irperialists in Russia and to win support in all counbries for the
struggle against the imperlalist war.

V. L. Lenin’s classic work "Irperialisn, the Highest Stage of Capital-
isn, *was a great contribution to the treasury of creative Marxiso. In '
this work Lenin provided, for the first time in Marxist literature, a
corprehensive and profound analysis of imperialism and its basic contra-
dictions and lews, and showed that Lmperialism is the highest and at the
sene tite the last stoge in the development of capitalisn, that "imper-
ialism is the eve of the social revolution of the proletariat.”

Lenin scientifically proved that capitalism, which, right from the
end of the 19th century, had been in the period of its rise, had in the
epoch of imperialism turned into a dying capitalism, bearing unheard-of
misfortunes and sufferings to mankind. Lenin fearlessly disclosed the
incurable sores of conterporary monopoly capitalism, which were revealing
themselves with great force by the tine of the first world war. While
at the tine of the Second ReS.D.L.P. Congress, Lenin in the Party Progran
had handed down a sevewr indictment of Russian capitalism, during the first
world wor Lemin presented, with the greatest scientific exactitude and
revolutionary erdor, an indictnent of world irperlalism, which was pushing
nankind into the chasm of new wars of bloodshed and new econoriic catastro-
pheS - ’

In his farious work "The Threatening Catastrophe and How to Corbat It
written on the eve of October, 1917, Lenin warhed:

"The war has created such a tremendous crisis, has so strained the
material and moral rescurces of the people and has inflicted such blows
upon the present organization of society that mankind is faced with the
choice of perishing or entrusting its destinies to the most revolutionary
class for the most swift and radical change to a higher systen of produc-

tion.™

-0
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It was Lenin's historic service that in analyzing capltalism by the
law of the uneven economic and political policies of ecapitalisu--a law
he discovered--he made a greet scientific dlsgovery: he forrmlated and
provided scientific grounding for the inspired conclusion that it was
possible to break the chain of imperialisu's world front at its weakest
link, that socilalisu could triwiph first in a few or even one individual
capitalist country. This was a new, complete theory of soclalist revo-
lution. It enriched and advanced Marxism; it opened up a revolutionary
perspective for the proletariens of individual countries, unlcashing
initiative in the assault upon their own naticnal bourgeolsie and streng--

théning their faith in the victory of the proletarian revolution.

For the first time in the world, the workers of Russia, headed by
the party of Cormunists, mede successful use of the weakenling of world
capitalisn in the course of the world war of 1914-1916, overthrew Tsare-
isn and ensured, first, the viectory of the bourgeois demoeratic revolu-
tion; the second Russian revolution was triuphant., Smashing the resistance
of the coampromise parties~-the Mcnsheviks and Social-Revolutionaries--the
Bolsheviks set their course toward turning the bourgeols denocratic revo-
lution into = socialist revolution.

. .12+ .In the period fron February to October, 1917, the Corrmunist
Party in our country accorplished the very difficult task of winning
the najority in the working class, in the Soviets of Workers' ond
Soldiers! Deputies, which had been established in the course of the
revolution-~the task of attracting to the side of the soclalist revo-

~ Jution the millions of working people and strengthening the alliance of
the working class with the working peasantry Go attain victory and over-
throw the irperisalists' rule. ' K Co ' g K

In the fanous April Theses Lenin made a new discovery which enriched
Marxist theory: he come to the conclusion tha# the best form of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat is not a parlismentiary democratic republic, as
had previously been assuned snmong Marxists, but a republic of Soviets.,
This inepired discovery was of the greatest importance in assuring the -
victory of the socialist revolution in October, 1917, in (bringing =bout)
the victory of Soviet rule in our country. -

_ Tn the course of the struggle for the overthrow of the rule of the
bourgeoisie and establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat in

our country the party of the Cormmnists alone led the fihsses of the

working people, smashing all the attempts of the conteriptible capitulators--
the Trotskyites, Zinovievites and other strikeébreakers of the revolution--
to turn the Party from the Leninist path. The fate of capitglisn in Russia
was settled by the fact that the Party united into a single righty revolu-
tionary flood the general democrastic struggle for peace, the peasant-deno-
cratic movenent to wipe out the landed estates, giving the landowners! soil

-10 -
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to the peasants, the national liberation-movenent of the peoples of our
country and the soctalist rovement of the proletariat t0 overthrow the
bourgeoisie and establish the dlctatorship of the proletarist. As for
the petty bourgeois comprorise parties, all of then (Mensheviks, SRs,
encrchists) exposed themselves in the course of the revolution as anti-
popular parties seeking to preserve and strengthen the capitalist systen.

The victory of the great October socialist revolution was a triumph
of Lenin’s theory of the proletarian revolution. In overthrowing the
rule of capitalists and lendowncrs, overthrowing the Imperialists! rule
in Russia and establishing the dictatorship of the proletariat, our
party carried out the progran adopted by the Second Congress of the
RQSDDQL'PO '

By conducting e triumpheant socislist revolution, the Communist Party
saved our country from national catastrophe, freed i1t from the status of
o sendcolonlal lond dependent on world lrperialism, and led the Soviet
people out onto the broad path of soelalist changes unprecedented in
the history of man.

To organize the victory of such a revolution as the great October
sociallst revolution it was necessary to have a party armed with advanced
revolutionary theory and possessing the greatest courage and heroilsn, a
perty prepared to meke any sacrifices for the pecple and the motherland,
& party having the deepest ties with the broad masses of the working
people. The nighty party of the Comunists, created and molded by the
great Lenin, has been Just such a party.

IIT, The Commmnist Party in the Struggle to Build Soclelisn.

13. The great October socialist revolution opened a new era in the
history of men: the era of capitalisn's downfoll and the triwph of
soclalism and communism. The victory of the Soviet revolution in Russisa
marked a fundamental turning point in men's fate, in world history--the
turning from the old, eapitalist world to the new, socialist world,

The October revolution inflicted a mortal wound upan capitalism,
shook and weakened the foundations of iuperialisn, and lightened the
international proletariat's struggle ageinst capital. From a national
force, our Communist Party turned into an international one, into the
"shock brigade" of the world revolutionary and workers' movement.

- With the estsblishnent of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the
Communist Party, as the ruling party, faced the tasks of buiiding and
defending the world's first socialist state of workers and peasants,

-1l -
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1L, When the herole work of the Party and the working class on re-
storing the econony was approaching an end, the question of the perspec=-
tives of our country's developuent arose in full force,

In the period of the Second Party Congress the Bolsheviks had fought
the Mensheviks for the triwph of the revolutionary life in the workers!'
moverient; now the question arose of the fate of socielism in the U,S.S.R.
The enenles of the Party and of the people--the Trotskyites, Bukharinists
and bourgeoils naﬁionalists,‘constitutingfa Menshevist canp-following~-took
& capitulation stand, They tried to turn the Party and the country fron
the Leninist path onto the path of wiping out the achievenents of the
proletarian revolution, the path of restoring cepitalisn. The Cormmunist
Party, under the leadership of the Central Coumittee, headed by J. V. Stalin,
the great continuer of V. I, Lenin's work, routed the traitors and capitu=-
lators, defended Leninlsn and ook the firn course of bullding socialisn
in our country. In dolng so, the Corrmwmist Party proceeded from the cbjec-
tlve laws of society's econonmic development, the ripened requirenents of
developuent of society's naterial life, and the interests of the reople.
The Party based itself on Lenin's thesis that our country has enough of
everything necessary for building o corpletely socialist society.

- 15+ In the prewar five-year Plans the Soviet people successfully
cerried out the plan drawn up by the Porty for socialist industrislization
of the country snd collectivization of agriculture. As o result of the
accomplishment of this progranl, our notherlend riode a glant stride fore
ward and turned from a backward, agrarian country into a nighty industrial
end collective farming socialist power,

Exploiting classes were completely wiped out in our country and exploita-
tion of man by nan was eliminated forever., The Soviet people, led by the
Cormunist Party, was first in history to build the new social systen, soclal=-
ism. The victory of socialisn elirdnated unerploynient, brought the people
& radical irprovement in their material well<being, created the conditions
necessary for a prosperous and cultured life for the working people. A
genulne culbural revolution was accorplished in the country. Guided by the
Lenin~Stalin national policy, the Cormunist Party liberated the peoples of
Russie fron age-old social and national oppression, overcarie the econonde
and cultural backwardness of formerly oppressed peoples, united all the
nations of our motherland in a single fraternal family, created the nighty
nultinational soeialist stote--the Union of Soviet Sociaslist Republics. On
the basis of the triumph of socialisn there developed and grew strong such
powerful notive forces of Soviet soclety as moral-political wnity, friend-
ship of the peoples of the UsSeS,Re, and Soviet patriotisn,

- 13 -
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The world-historic achievenments of the Soviet people are confirmed
in the U,S5.8.R. Constitution, the Constitutien of triumphant soclalisn
in o developed socialist denocracy. The 18th Congress of the Commumnist
Party (1939) laid down a progran for further advence by Soviet sociéty“along
the road of completing the construction of soclalist soclety and neking a
gradual transition from socialism to cormmunism., The establishment of
soclolisn in the U.S.S,R. 1s the result of carrying out Lenin's behests,
the ,rre‘sult- of the preat work of orgenizing and gulding on the part of ‘
the Comnnist Perty and its wise leadership, the result of the heroic
labors of the workers, peasants, intelligentsia, unaninously supporting
the policy of the Party. - ' .

- our party triurphed and is triwphing through faithfulness to Lenin-
“Isne It teaches our cadres and all Comrmnis#s to master revolutionary
theory persistently, to opply consistently the rules of Party life worked
_out by Lenin, the Bolshevist prineiples of Party leadership. In his speech
"of April 22, 1941, J, V. Stalin said of Lenin's greatness and of the inpor=-
tance of Lenin's behests: : T '

- "It wes he, Lenin, who taught us to worik as befits Bolsheviks, knowing
no fear and halted by no difficulties.” ' '

-~ 16, The great patriotic war of the Sovlet Union (the wor egainst
Hiler Germony.--Trans.) wos & nost serious test of the strength and
viebility of our soclal and state system. During the war the Party aeted
as the_inspirer and orgenizer of the struggle of the entire people against
the fascist inveders. By its orgenizing work, the Party directed all the
efforts of Soviet people and subordinated all the powers and resources of
_ ‘the country toward the cormon goal of routing the enery. The Party mobil-
ized the working class, the peasantry and the intelligentsia to overcone
difficulties self-sacrificingly; it organized a powerful lebor effort, placed
the national. economy in the service of the frront and turned the country
into & single battle carp. During the war ysaxs thqbommunist Party becane,
~ even nore then before, one with the people, and estgblished even closer ties
‘with the broad nesses of the working people. In the days of the war's
. prest tests the Party, overcoming the hardest difficulties and barriers to
wictory, derionstrated once egain that it is » united, rilitant organiza-
tion which knows no vacillations and discord within its ranks.

In routing the fascist aggressors, -the Boviet peoples and the brave
Soviet Army, led by the glorious Cormwnist Party, defended the freedon
_end independence of their rotherland and saved the peoples of Europe end

Asia From the nensce of fascist enslavement. As o consequence of the vie-
tory of socialism over fascisu in the second world war, the forces of
socialisn and denocracy grew end gained strength and the positions held
by irperialisn and reaction were weakened. Mony countries of Europe and

- il -
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‘‘‘‘‘‘ Asio seceded from the systen of capitalisr and established regires of
pecple's democracy. The triunph of the people's revolution in China
and the formation of the.Chinese People's Republe were a major victory
for the cause of socialisn and democracy. © The positions of the Sovieb
Union were strengthened irmeasurcbly and the Soviet Union's prestige
and influence on all internstional developuent grew greatly.

17. The Soviet people had to-exert:tremendous efforts in the post-
war years to heal the deep wounds of the war and to elininate its conse-
quences, Inspired and orgenized by the Cormunist Party, the working .
people of our country restored the econouy in an unprecedentedly short. .
Sﬁii of time and advanced all bronches of Soviet econony, technology and
C\ ure, | : L o ’

The 19th Congress of the Corrmmist Party of the Soviet Union sumed |
up the impressive results of the Soviet peoplels struggle and viectories
and outlined a program of further progress for our country. The Congress
was new and vivid evidence of the Party's invioleble rionolithic nature
and sollidarity, the very close unlty of Party and people, and the Party's
unswerving determination to bring the peoples of our country to the vie-
tory of cormmunisn. :

In carrying out the historic decisions of the 19th Party Congress,
the Party saw to a fresh upswing in all branches of econory and culture,
The tremendous successes of the socialist econory and. the flourishing
of culture in the U.S.S.R. were nede possible by the fim alliance of
the working class and the collectbive farm peagantry, by the growing
friendship of peoples of our cowrtry and by the steady growth of the
noral-political unity of the Sovieb people. All this is the result of
conslstent application of the policy evolved by the Commnist Party,
relylng on the crestive activeness of the nosses and enjoying the sup-
port of all of Soviet soceiety,

The Soviet Union, filled with invincible might and crestive forees,
is successfully advancing along the path of building a communist soeiety.

IV, The Corxunlst Party: Organizingvand Inspiring Force of Soviet Séciety
as It Builds Cormwnisri. , . T .

18,  The Cormunist Party is successfully filling the role of leader
and organlizer of the masscs of the people because it constitutes a nili-
tent union of like~minded Conrmmnists, united by unity of views, uwnity of
action end discipline., The entire work of the Courwnist Party is irbued
with deep faith in the people, in the revoluticnary energies of the work-
ing people. OQur party is based on the fact that the workers and peasants,

.15 -
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who create all the goods and benefits of life, are the genuine nekers of
history, that "only he wins and holds power who believes in the people,
who irmerses himself in the source font of living creativity of the people"
(Lenin)s, The strength of the Party.lies in its indivisible ties with the
geoléle_. The strength of the pcople lies in their soliderity around the.
arty. : ’ S : SRR TR :

: The whole history of our party is Marxisp~Leninisn in agtion. Guided
by Morxist-Leninist theory, by knowledge of objective economic laws, the
Comrmmist Party devised a sclentifically and practlcally tested polioy re-
flecting the requirements for developnent of soclety's material life and the
fundaniental interests of the people, and cane forth as the inspirer and-
orgenizer of the masses' revolutionary energics end revolutionary. creative-
ness. Generalizing the wealth of experience in bullding socialism in the
U.S.8.R. and the experience of the nodern intefnotional liberation novenent,
J. V. Stalin creatively devcloped the Marxist-lLeninist doctrine in applica-
tion to new historical conditions and cnr:.chnd revolutionary theory with
new theses on rany quec;tions. -

19¢ The Comwunist Party 15 now solving rost irrportant tasks of build-
ing cormmunisn, of further strengthening the multinational socialist state
and of steadily improv:.ng the naterial and cultural level of all Sov1et
people. -
We h&ve everybhing necessary for bullc.mg a corplete cormunist socie—
ty. Our country's notural resources are inexhaustible. We have o nighty
socialist industry and thoroughly developed heavy industry, keystone of -
the socinlist economy. U.S.S.R. light and food industiy 1s capeble of
neeting the growlng denands of the working pecople of town and countryside.’
Our sbate farms and collective farms, equipped with nodern, advanced
machinery, have the possibility of rapidly ralsing the yields of all crops
and the neat and dairy ylelds of comrmmal livestock. . . :

" However, some urgent econonic problens arg still nob solved, there
are still lagging enterprises and even some lagging branches of industry,
and sone collective ferns and entire agricultural districts are in a
- neglected state. It is the duty of Party, Soviet, trade union ond @ermundst
Leos e ef Ycuth organlzations to ncbilize and organize the creative forces
of the Soviet people for the struggle tc improve the netional econory, to
utilize existing industrial and agricultural reserves and possibilities for
successful perfoma.nce of 'bhe tasks set by the 19th Party Congress.

20. The Comunist Party is un'bir:.ngly cc»ncerned with ueet:mv the
growing material and cultural requirenwnts of the working people.  Concern
for the welfare of Soviet rian end for the flouvrishing of the whole Soviet
people is a law of our party.

'-16-
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; chlevenents attained in aévelopment of the socialist econoriy have
led to major irprovement in the material and culturol level of the Soviet
people. This finds reflection in constent growth of the national incong,
systenatic lowering of prices of mess conswiption goods and the rising real
wages of workers and erployees and incone of peasants. Year by year the
Soviet state is increasing the allocations for housing construction, public
health services and public education. But ell this does not nean that one
can rest on the achievenents. Therefore the Party is exerting riore and
nore efforts to develop the construction of housing, schools and hospitals .
and to inprove the orgenization of all this.

The achie

" The Poarty's constant concern for the developnent of secience, litera- .
ture and the arts has ensured the flourishing of Soviet culture, national
in form and socialist in content. The Comrmnist Party holds that it will
continue to be one of its primary duties to see to constant increase in
the material well-being and cultural level of the working people of our
country. ‘ ,

2l. Ina the sphere of foreign policy the Party's chief concern is to
ensure the peaceful lobor of the Soviet people, to preserve peace and to
prevent & new war. The Communist Party's stand is that the peace policy
1s the only correet policy, reflecting the vital interests of the Soviet
peoplé and of all other peace-loving peoples.

Our party bases its whole foreign policy on Lenin's injunction on
the possibility of prolonged co-existence and peaceful competition of
the two systens, the socialist and the capitalist. After the rout of the
interventionists' chief forces, Lenin pointed out: "#%¥We have won for
ourselves conditions under which we can exist alongside the capitalist
powers, vhich are now obliged to enter into trade relations with us¥**
We have not merely a breathing Bpace, we have a new stage in which we have
essentially won our international existence within the network of capital-
ist states." ' ‘

Even at that time Lenin spoke of the econcmic interest of nany bour-
geois countries in trade with Soviet Russia: "The bourgeois countries
have to trade with Russia: they know that without some form of economic
mutual relations the collapse will go farther, (Just) as it has proceeded
up to now; despite all their most splendid victories, despite all the end-
less boasting with which they £ill the ncwspapers and news dispatches of
the whole world, their econolyy is still sagglngk#xx :

The Cammnist Poxrty of thé'Soviet Union has been and is guided unde-
viatingly by these theses of Lenin.

- 17 -
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. .. We.stand for.prolonged co-existence and peaceful corpefition of the
two systens because we are firmly convirced of the advantoges of the_éQ- :
clallst econoni¢-system, the socialist structure, becouse we have firn -
coniidence in our internal forces dnd in the stendily growing forces of

the entire-camp.of peace, denocracy and sociszlisn.

. At the sane tine, ome cannot ignore the fact that in the carp of
irperialisn, corroded by contradictions, instebility is mounting in the
econoly as well as in the policy of the ruling circles, reaching (the
poin%t of) fear of peace, fear of peaceful competition of the two systens
and losg of confidence in the further stobility of the capitalist systen.
Witness srme of the statenents of prominant European and Anericen econorl~ .
ists, who admit the rapid and steady growth of the econory of the socialist.
and denocratic camp and at the some tine the sharpening of contradictions, -
the deepening of econoriic difficulties, in the copiltalist carp. These
circunstances cause sherp activizaetion of the reactionary irperialist
forces, intensification of all kinds of provocations, adventures and acts
of sabotage by the irperialists against the socilalist and derwoeratic canp.
All this nekes still rore necessary the utriost concern for seeing to due
defense of our Soviet notherlond. - o . :

At the same tine, the Party regdrds'és‘ibs sacred duty'the'fﬁrﬁher\'_-"

strengthening of the nighty carp of peace; deriocracy and socimlism, further

strengthening of the friendship and solidarity of the Soviet people with
the great Chinese people, with the working people of oll the people's
denocracies, : : : - : . _

22. Our perty is the ohly party in the country. It holds the L
undivided guiding role in Soviet society. ' The lendership of the Comrnmist,

Party is the decisive condition for the stabiZiity ead firmness of the Soviet

systen and for all the achievenents of our people. At the sane tinme, it

should be remerbered that the monopoly position of our party, particularly

in the conditions of capitalist encirclenent, demands high revolutionary
vigllance against the intrigues of the class enery. .

As .Lenin repeatedly warned, cercerists o various kinds attach then-
selves ‘o the ruling party. It-cannot be forgotten, likewise, that.
eneriles of the people, bourgeois degenerstes, agents of international
Irperialisri, skillfully disguising themselves as Cormnunists, have tried
and will try to penetrate the Party ranks for subversive eneny activity.
Hence further inereazse in the revolutionary vigillance of the Commwunists
and of all the working people is an important task of the Party organiza-
tions' political-education work. o o o ,

- 18 -

Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-03362A001700140004-2



Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-03362A001700140004-2
~’ ~ |

23. .The entire half-century history of the Comwnist Party of the
Soviet Union has shown the great irportance of the principles of Party
leadership and the rules of Party life worked out by Lenin. The Party
teaches (us) to apply these lawvs of Party construction undeviatingly, to
observe strictly the suprene pirinciple of Party leadership--collective
leadership-~and the requlrcnents of the Party Statutes. It is necessary
to eradicate from the Parby's propogenda work incorrect, un-Morxist treat-
nent of the question of the role of the individuval personality in history,
a treatment taking the form of propagenda, alien to the spirit of Merxisn-
Leninisn, of the idealistic thecry of the cult of the individual leader.
The cult of the individual leader contradicts the principle of colilective
leadership, leads to belittling the role of the Party and of its guiding
center and to reducing the creative activeness of the Party masses and of
the Soviet people, and has nothing in common with Marxist-Leninist inter-
pretation of the great importance of the leading role played by sulding
bodies and the persons in corwand. The Party bases itself on the faet_that
only the collective experience and collective wisdom of the Central Cormit-
tee, resting on the scientific foundation of Marxist-Leninist theory and
the broad initistive of.the camend perscnnel ensures correct leadership
of the Party and couniry, firn unity and solidarity of the Party ranks and
success in building corrmnisn in our counbry. ; S

‘A powerful nesns of developing immer Porbty democracy and ircproving
~ collective leadership in the struggle against shortconings and unhealthy
- phenonena is self-criticisn and, particularly, criticlsnm from below. By
boldly : developing criticisn and self-criticism, the Party develops the
creative activeness of the Commmnists and all working people, Qlrects
their efforts toward overcoming exlsting shortconings snd difficulties,
and secures a general advance on all sectors of corrnmist construction.

o4, A subject of the Party's particular concern is the Marxist-
Leninist training of the Corrmmists. Constant growth in the ideological
- level of Party merbers and cendidetes for nerbership is a declsive condi-
tion for enhancing their venguard role in all spheres of life, for develop-
ing the activeness of the Party nesses.

In our party's propaganda work it 1s necessary now nore than ever to

" elininote a pedantic, dognatic approach to study of Marxist-Leninist theory.
Proceeding fronm the fact that the Marxist-Leninist theory is not a dogna
but a guide to sction, the Party demands thet the Comrmunists understand

the creative nature of Marxisn-Leninism, that they learn not isolated
forrmlations and quotations, but the genuine essence of the all-conquering,
world~transforming revolubtionary theory of Merx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin. The
entire history of the Corrmmnist Party of the Soviet Union teaches us (the -
irmportence of) this. ‘ ' . . :
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To ignore these propositions, to be neglactfyl of-Marxiet-Léhinist
theory inevitobly leads:to a'ﬁérrbw;"purely'business'apprpach,=to losing
the long view in work.: .Ingbility to relate current practical tesks to -
the fundanental political tasks of the Party, in its struggle for the
triwph of corrnmisn, unavoidebly' leads bookworms end narrowly preactical =

persdhsc¢f4tb154kindfto-fail in their practical work alsos .

.25, .In the ecircunstances of the grodual transition from socialisn
to dorrunisn, commnist education of the working people acquires tremen-
dous lirportance, It nust not be forgotten thet the traces of capitelism
in peoplcts minds have been far from outlived in our society., We are likew
wise pob insured ageinst. the penetration among us of elien views, idees
and abtitudes.fron the copitalist encirelement snd from people infected
by bourgeols survivals, ineluding survivels of nationalisn. The Corrmmnist
Party sets itself the Task of -considerably improving the entire work of
political education. arong the rosses, of training the Corzmmnists and the -
whole people in faith in the invineibility of the great cause of cozwun-
1s0, in wnbounded devoticn to the Porty end the socialist riotherland. =

The Party regards as its sacred duty the training of the working
people. in Soviet patriotisn and in inviolcoble friendship of peoples of -
the U.5.5.R., in proletarian internationalisn and the establishnent of
fraternal ties with the working people of 2ll lands. It is necessary to.
wage deternined battle ogainst rianifestations of bourgeois nationelismn, -

ageinst depraved bourgeodis ideclogy.

26;5,In-thevsphere'of=domestic policy the Paxty,considers.it one ofi”‘-‘*
the nost important tasks to continue to monifest untiring concern for -
meximun satisfaction of the constantly growing requirements of Soviet .
‘people.  On theffoundation of the growth of thé notionsl econorty, the
living standard of the toilers of sociallst saqlety will rise steadily.
and thelr material and cultural demends will be net. more and.nore bounti-
fully and veriegatedly. ‘ ' : C e

,in‘theVSPhere of - foreign policy the Party will continue consistently
to pursue the policy of preserving and strengthening peace, the poliecy of
cooperation with all countries and development of business relations with
thert on :the.principles of cbservance of rutual interests. Only steble, -
prolonged peace. ariong peoples creates the necessary conditions for further
uninterrupted develophent of the socialist econony, for providing s happy

and gbundant life for the WOrking‘people of our country.

27.. Our Soviet state, the granite foundations of, which were laid by
the great Lenin, is a mighty-weapon"in.the‘struggle-to‘espablish corrunlsti.
The Corgaunist: Party sets itself the task of“further'strengthgning phe multi~
‘national Soviet state, strenthening the alliance of working class and pea.-
santry, strengthening friendship of peoples, and thoroughly intensifying
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active defense of our motherland agalnst the aggressive acts of its enenies,

To strengthen the Soviet state is the patriotic duty end ot the same tirie

the sacred internationalist obligation of the working people of our country. -

* ¥ %

In close unity with the people, our party is confidently advancing to
new viectories. The recent July Plenary session of the Central Cormittee
of the Comwnist Party of the Soviet Union demonstrated with new forece the
indestructible unity of our Corzwnist Party, ite nilitant preparedness to
carry out the tasks facing it in domestic and foreign policy.

Under the banner of Leninisn, under the leadership of the Cormumnist
Perty--forwerd to the triwph of corrmmisinf '

-~Propaganda and Agltation Department of the C,C. s CePaS.U,

-~Marx-Engels-Lenin~-Stalin Institute Under the C.C. s CuP.S,U,
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