Approved For Release 2001/08/08 : CIA-RDP78-04007A001100030001-6

Approved For Release 2001/08/08 : CIA-RDP78-04007A001100030001-6



P T —

ILLEGIB” =

——A?proved For Bﬂease 2001/08/08 \J:/CIA-RDP7§-040'07AQ9'11q003000 6
. - o/ e C%,& ;-vééwmw ﬁérd—manz;

§ August 1955

¥r, Wallzce X. Harrison
Harrison & Abramovits
630 Fifth Avanua

Kew York, How York

_Dear Hr. Harrisont

In acsordance with Mr. Julles! raquest, I am forwarding herewith per-
tinent information susmarizing developments to date in connsction with the
:msbmation of & new headquarters bullding for the Central Intelligence

gency. :

The security problems, inefficlency, aud sxceasive costs inherent in
our present situstiocn have long indicsted the high desirability of provide
ing spece for the Central Intellipence sgency in one permanent padlding .
In 1951, through Public iaw No. 155, the Songreass suthorized £33,000,000
Tor the construction of such a bulliing. Howewver, fumis wers nat appropris

 ated to carry ocul the congtruction. Jinca that time we have senpgagzed in
geversl studies to detormine whether it might not be poasibls to raslocate
the Acency in en existing structure and thersby avold the naceasity of 2
pew buildine, We finally aonoluded that this would not be feasible ond
baginning last Fell we deciled to meks an all-cut effort to obitain an su=
thorization, together with the necessary funds, to construct the now bulld-
ing.

Tn our discussions with ths Publle Builiinge Service they supgested
several [ederally-owned propertles which might provide a suitable location.
ne of our first problems to consider was whather we should somply with
ecurrent diaspersion standards as prescribed by the Office of Defense Hobile
4zetion. After careful consideration wes acneluded that we sould not el-
fectivaly accomplish owr aission snd eomply with these standards. Wa Do
Jieve it 18 essential that the oirector ba lmmediataly available to the
President and the Fational Securdty counell. There ars also an estlmated
{47ty to ona hundred of CIA's senlor staff who mat ba in olass dally con-
tact with personnel of other sgencies, particularly the Uepartmnents of
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State snd Defense, and who must also be ipmadiately avallable to the Direce
tor as well as to those couponents of the Agency under thelir suparvision

and upon which they are dependent for gupport. In our judgment, the necese
sity for such close and expeditiocus soordination within the Central Intele
1ligence Agency and ths Intelligenos Jommunity dictated that the entire Agency
be at cne location not more than a fow miles distant from the White House.

The federally-ownad properties suggested by the Publis Buildings Ser-
vice wers gll within five %o ten wiles of the White Houss, Accordingly, on
16 Novembor 1954 we requestsd that the Office of Defense Uabiligation gonour
4n an exception to these dispersion standards for our proposed now bullding.
The Director, 0ffice of Defense Nobilisation, on J1 Dscsaber 195k concurred
ia our request. Correspondence with regard to this matter is attached a3
TAB A.

Of the sevoral sites then urder consideration, we concluded that the
property at the Surean of Publle Zoads Ressarch Station near Lemgley in Falrw
fax County, Virginls, would satisfactorily maet our needs. However, thers
sppearsd to be certain probleus in connection with the use of this sits in-
wilving water, sewsrags, roads, end poasible eivic objection. One of the
principsl factors to be consldered was the negessity to sxtend the George
dsshington Hescrial Parioy from its present teralmus at Spoul Ran to the
aite if 1% was to ba considered sariously. This distance ia about seven
wiles and the extansion 1a estimated to cost 38.5 million.

Since we desired to ascertain ss & matler of principls whether vae of
the Lengley site was feasible befors roqueating legislation for construstion
. of this Parkway, we consulted with the Hotional Dapiital Flanning Sommission
beginning in February of this yesr, and on 11 Fareh I appearesd defors the
Eatisnal Capital Regional Plamning tounoll to discuss this losatdon. This
resulted in the appointasat of & special somittes of the Reglonal Flanning
Comnedl to study and make recommendations congerning ths desirability of
the proposed looation. The somnittae recomacnded thst the applicaticn of
the Central Intellizsnce Agency to locate in Velrfax County nesr Lenuley,
Virginis, bs spproved subject to the atipulation which ati that time had been
sade by the Vairfsx County Planning Commission that the initial cost of deow
velopment of appurienant publio fzeilities bs borne by the Fedaral Joverne
went. Ons member of the commitise dissantad. Howsvar, dus to subsequent
developsents the report of the committes has never been formally acted upon.
The resolutisn and committes reports are attached ss TA3 B.

In early April it was necessary to request our legislation in order %0
fnsure that it would be acted upon during this seasion of Congress, In
view of the uncertainty which still axistad in connection with the lanyley
property we decidad to omlt from ths proposed lsyislation any lsnguage which
would provide for the extansion of the George Jashington remorial Parkuay
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without which we do not bellars use of this property would be feasidle,

On L April 1955 Y sdvised the Chairnsn of the Hationsl Capital Planning
Cormisalon to this effoct and requested thad the Jimaizelon furnish its
views congewning tha zeveral sitss we had discusased or othars which it might
be appropriate to conalder, Thig resultsi in a resoluiion by ths Planning
Comlasion magresting that conaidsration be ziven $o certain very general low
erbtions, amxd agaln this matter was raferrad to A new Jolat commiitee of the
Commdssion and the Council %o work with us in a further study of the probles,
Copise of this correspondsnes ars attached ss TAB C,

Aftar considering move than thirty sitas, nost of which ars indicated
on the map enclosed with TAB 3, the committee concluded that six of thase
met our criteria and warrented sordous consideration. This report wns ap-
proved at m Joint mastins of the Regional Council end the Plsnning Commiasion
snd the commlttes was ssiced to study the mstiaer further in axder to coze up
with a more apscific recomwendation., A4 copy of this study and related corre~
spondence is attached am TAD D, '

In cur subsequent discussions with responsible officials in the Adnminpe .

Satration as wall as with tha committsecs in tha Uongress befors which we ap=

poared, it became apparent that it would bs praferable %o locats our headw
quarters on the fringe of metropolitan ¥ashinston, 2, . AL sbout this sene
tine, Fairfax County officials indicated that they could overcome satislace
torily the obastacles involving water and sowerape facilltlea which had baen
previoualy snticipated in connectlon with the ianglay sits., In addition,
the County Board of Supervisors exterded an invitation to us to sceupy this
aite. The Planning Commission of Fairfax Jounty formally sxprossed to bhe
County Board of Supervisors the desirability of our locating st Langley and
thair Chalrman stated that in this expression the Cormisaion falt that they
had correcily cxprasssd tha sentinmsnt of ths owsrwhelning mejority of Falte
fax County reaidents. Slmilar invitatlons wors received from the Fairfax
County Chamber of Commercs, represeniing more than LSO mermbers without dige
sent, the Hcleen Jusiness Association, and the Orsat Falla Urange No. 738
with a merbership of 212, and many others. Ws are awars of the lact and
paturally undaratand the feelings of some of the residents of the langzley
arss whs fosl that the comparativa ssclusion of their comminity might be low
by our locating there, iowever, thare seszs 40 be no cuestion bub
- that with the exception af this vory maall minarity Fairfax County would
wholshesrtadly welcoms the Central Intelligence Agency. Jor these reasons
we romested the Congress to amend cur origimal proposal so as to provids
for ths extension of the Jeorge Waahington Yomorial Periiey if tha “angley
site ahould be finally selectad, Correspondemce with the Falrfax County
Basrd and others with respect to this zatter is atizched as TABR %, 4

Titls IV of Public Law No. 161, as well ss the hesrings and reports

«lm
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'uhich led to our suthorization, are attached as TAB F., You will note that

our suthorisstion for construction was limited to 546,000,000 in lieun of the
$50,000,000 requested,

The nscessary funds to begin this project ars provided for in the Supe

plexental Appropriatiom Act, 1956, Public lLaw Ho. 219, which resds in part
a3 follows .

®CIRTRAL INTELLIOSHCY AQENCY
Construotion

For the preparation of detail plana snd mciﬁcntiaim of
a Central Intelligence Apzenoy headcusrisrs installation and for
ether purposss as authovised by Title IV of the iet of July 15,

1955 (Peblic law 161), to resain availabls until expended,
$5,500,000.% .

The herrings and reports which led to th:lu sppropristion are atiached
as TAR G, ] ) o

After further careful study snd sxamination of these ssysn sites we hae
Lisve that langley, Virsinie, snd Alexandria, Virginia, ars tha two areas
which desarve nmost serious eonsideration, Whila we have tentatlvsly cone

eluded thsi the Iangley property would bs prefursbls for cur uze, wo desire
to study this matter furihev,

¥a have an understaniing with the Bureau of Public lvads that they will
relesse 100 acres of the Lanpley properity for vur use if that site is {inslly
selectad and we have an informal offer of 100 sores st a total cost of
$350,000 in the #lezsuiria ares. This would corprise 85 acres of the #inkler
tract and 15 scras held by an adjacent owner.

I have edvised the Chairman of the National Capital Planning Cormission
of tha status of this matter in a letter dstad 1 Ausust 1955, & copy of
~ which is altachad »e T43 H, Hence, the immsiiste probleas before us are the

final solection of a site snd the devslopment of deteiled plans snd specifle
oations.
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#inccrely,
/o/
| Z. dhite
deputy Jirector
hﬂhc
‘Tadbs A tm E
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