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SUBJECT ¢ White House - CIA Secure Television Syaters

The Director may be interested in the following:

2541A2d2 L Profect covers a White House Signal Agency project for

development and testing of a secure television system {ntended to permis

heads of critical Government organizations to brief the President from thelr
2, Although the aystem has never been used

own offices,
. W 251242
was lostalled experimentally from the White House to the Director's o5x1A

downtown office and testing began 1 December 1960, Approximately 500 hours
of on-afr testing bas been completed,

3. In Jamuary 1962 the system was modiffed to permit compatfility with
standaxd television; that s, the system can now also recelve standard com-
mercial television transmissions. As a result, equipment retmired tn the
Director's office will be one ox two television cameras, a telavision receiver
and necessary kllsg lights to provide adequate illumination, Cost estimates
for ultimate equipment range between 100 ~ 200 thousand dollars, No declston
has been reached whether the White House will fund the entire system, or
whether each Agency will pay its proportionate share.

4. A meeting with White House Signal Agency (WHSA) representatives
on 23 January 1962 disclosed that the President has indicated some Interest in
the system. However; untll WHSA recelves positive guidance relative to the
system's eventual number of users, methods of funding and other wmsolved
problems, they ¢an do little more than continue experimenting generally. Cur
Utfice of Coromunifcations will be advised as soon as a deciston Is received by

WHSA from the President,
15/
E L. K. White
Deputy Director
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