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Electoral Laws and Regulatione:

& telegraphic circular was sent tao Governors, Intendants, Commissioners and
Hayors on January 18 by the Uinister of the Interier, Dr. Robarto ilrdaicta
frbelaes, requesting compliance witn the Electoral Law of 19446 which raciudire:
daily reports from local electoral juries and from inspectors eof regld-ration
Irregularities reported would be corrected by duly constituted authori.iss.
{Bogota in Spanish to Colorbia. Jan, 18, 1947).

On the eve of political rallies in ledellin and other cities of the baartmenr
of Antiogquia Governor Tr. Jose Mario Bernal vrohibited indefinitely pol itical.
meetings of all types. (Medeliin in Spanish to Colombians Abroad, Janm 25,167}
President Ospina Perez' preelection proclamation of March 8 addressed :o
Governors, Intendants, and Comuissioners appeals for orderly electlions aid
specifies that the Armed Forces, in cooperation with the police, will
guarantee free balleting and a respect for the decisions of the citizats.
{Bogota in Spanish to Colembia. March 8. 1947).

Ihe Minister of War anmourced e¢n karch 12 that soldiers would be statiénod
throughout the nation to keep resce during the elections, and that "military

reinforcements® had been sent to towns where political distrutances mus v
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be cxpected.” (Bogota in Spanish to North and South America, jarcn 12, 1%.7).
Murther regulations for election day banned political gatherings near ".ne
polling places, all spoken or written propaganda, the carrying of firewrms

or other weapons, and the sale of sicoholic drinks. Tomen and childrea would
not be allowed near the polling places. (Bogota in Spanish to South amarica,
karch 12, 1947).

commissions of "Conciliation end Guarantee! were set up by decree on Farch i«
in the capitals of each provirnce to protect citizens exercising their =ignt
of franchise. The Conservatives, the 1ibersls, and the Liberal Farty oi the
People were requested to designate representatives to these three-man somn-
issions. (Bogota in Spanish te Colombia, larch 12, 1947)s

Party I'rinciples and Yain Isstes:

The Conservative Party: Dr. Lsureano (Gomez, leader of the party, returred

from an extensive speaking tour of the country on Jenuary 15 and led vhat
apparently was an active campeign. No political specches were monitored,
however. Disunity of the Libersl party was one of the main themer ol tie
Conservative press.

The Administration: Fresident Ospina Perez, wember of the Conssrvativ: rarvy,
repeatedly stressed that the Government would maintain compiete neutriliity

in the campaign; that it was ninddsferent” to the final results of the zonvest,
in keeping with the inalterable poiicy of national unity.

The Liberal Perty: Dr. iduarde Santos, leader of the party, together iith

pr. Dario Lchandia, lsunched the cempaign garly in January. In a keywote
address Santos pointed out that "the only danger to the Liberal rarty is
'not the Conservative Party, bub the disunity" of the Liberals. Throy thout
the folloving campaign period Santistas made conciliatory overturcs w» Lhe
Gaitanist faction.

The liberal Party of the Feopis: A 52=point program drawn up at the Qriteniw.

liberal Convention included the following principles: ‘omen must be ailowed
to vote and hold office, democracy must be upheld, popular elections must o=
held for Departmental Governors and certein classes of mayors, the igsigrebin
of tcennicians must be organized, the land laws must be changed, heuslsl. ana

sanitation measures must oe provided, and diplomalic careers must be
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established.
In the internstional field the program approved the Good Neignbor polie€y
and proclaimed the necessity of wairtaining good relations with the Unjted
states of Auerica.
{rostelection press dispatches revezl anobher Geitanist policy; collabcration
with the present Covernment).
(Bogota in Spanish lorse to the americas, Jan. 21, 1947).

Covermnent Disrissals: 1iberals of both factions were united in

opposing the replecenent of Liberal public service persornnel with
Conservativus at the beginning of the year. For & time 1t vus baiieved
that the unsnimous disapproval of party lceders and tle combined
Iiberal press would l.ad to & recongiiiation.’

Jeclion csulls: Oificiel results announced oy bhie United Press . ou

varch 27 are: Liberals, 789,256, of vhom L42,480 were ror the Gelienist

candidales and 346,776 for the official party; conservavives, 041,355,
Fostelection Developments:
Pending the announcement on sarch <3 of otficial <lection returns, vitiury
was conceded to the Liberals with & majority of the vote of the Gaitarist
faction of the party. The distribution of sests in the Senate and Chinber
was estimated: Senate — Liberals, 35, Conservaltives, 28; Chamber = Libwrals;
7h, Conservatives, 57. {Bogota in Spanish to North and Soubh america,

march 20, 1947)-

Folitical Clashes: Despite 2 broadeust of karch 16 which stated that

inister of the Interior hHoberto Urdoneta Arbelaez had anncunced at s
close of the voting that elections had tcken place "in periect order,"
(18S, Buenos iires in Spanish to irgentina, i‘arch 16, 1S47) press reports
of violence were quoted on thes raudic on varen 17. ol TIEMFO =—— owned by

Sentos—- stated thrt Lhere were 150 injured and 11 dead as the wesult ¥

_ incidents in "various regions of solorbia." (lontevideo in Spanish te

Uruguay, Lereh 17, 1947).
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Other press zccounts of violence loeated the areas in the Department «f

Narino in Fasto, La Union, and Ipisles. ramdlies reportedly were flecine

across the Dcuadoran border. (Bogota in Spenish to Latin America, Lareh

17, 1947). (Nothing further to substantiate these reports was monitored;.

A dispateh from Cali on &Larch 24 reportéd the "heavy stoning® of the

Conservalive newspaper DIARIO DeL PACIFICO, which journal had been belittled

in a report of tie Liberal Governor of the Depurtment of Valls. (Assodizted

Press, Liarch 24, 1947).

The liontevideo newspeper Ll FAIS praised the orderly Colombian electiciis

and stated that the "signs of normaley" were Mbroken only occasionszlly by

some individusl excesses or irrepularities.® (Puenos Aires in Spanish

Yorse to Latin America, Narch 31, 1947 -

liinisterial Crisis: In order to leuve Fresident Ospina free to reorcunize

the fovernient in accordance with the election results, the following six
liinisters resigned from the Catinet on Yarch 25: Carlos lozano, Foreigm
Affairs; Carlos Sanz de Sentameria, 'ar; Robert barulenda, sconomy;

Blas llerrera Anzoategui, Lzborj Tulio snricue Tascon, ! ines; Jorge Rejdrano,
Health. (Bogota in Sponish Morse to Tatin imeriea, yarch 25, 1947). Rugrs
that the remaining six memuers, who represent the Conscrvative Party in

the Cabinet, would resign for the sare revason continue to be denied in :ress
dispatches.

The Gaitanist publication JORMAiIA considered the move "logical," since ihe
Liberal iinisters "have not only been up in the air without anytning firm
to stand on, but they know the clesr desire of their party in regard to
their prescnee in the Cabinet." {Bogota in spanish iorse to Latin An@ri&a,
Larch 26, 1947). it the same time, Gaitan was reported to be maintuining a
firm st nd on his noncollaboration policy toward the Ospine Govsurnment.
lfatters were at a gtandstill until after the Easter holidays, but LA R.7Z0ON
reported that Liberal !inisters were prepared to break with the governmert
if the Liberal majority is not recognized. (Bozota in Spanish Yorse to sScuth
America, larch 25, 1947). 1In annovneing his departure for Turope towsrd the
end of Arril, former President Sentos denied that he planned to live abread
and stated that he world return in from four to six monthsy JORNADA quotsad
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"authoritative sources" that Santos would resizn as Vice Tresident and ivrom
the leadership of Lhe Lliberal vtarty, thus relinquishing his power in the
parlicmentary najority just voted inte office. (AP, l'arch 24, 1947).
latest reports are that Mpolitical circles belicve that President Ospina
Ferez's cchinet will be reorgonized this week. The _inisters! resipnasion
hzs been pending since before Holy i‘eek. .duardo ‘uleta ingel, who
represented Colombia in the UNO. cawe to Bogota with an appointment a
iinister of -ducazbtion, but he hes never taken possession of the pest lwesuse
of the resignstion.

Among the guesses hazarded Yy Lhe wapers as to the likely constitutior of the
new cabinet, we find the supposition that 7uleta Angel will be nmaed Foreign
minister and that Chancellor Carlos lozano y lozano will become linister of
Educatiéna suthoritalive nursons say that nothing cefinite can be for se:st or
the new cabinet, but they belisve that rost of the present linmistcers will

be renamed." (Bogota im Spanish i'orse to South Ameriea, April €, 19A7);

This document contairr informetion
affecting the national defense of the
United States within Lhe neaninz of
the Lspionage sict, 50 . 3. C. 31 and
32, as arended. Its transmission or
the revelaticn of its contents in any
ganner to an unauthorized person is
prohibited by law.
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