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SUMMARY
The belligerent tone of Arad broadcaste continues to gather momentum, inm
spite of Soviet-U.S. agreement to support partition, On the other hand, actual
threste of definite militery action are confined to the statement that Aradb troops

will "enter" Palestine when the British leave,

Rudio reports cast somes doubt upon the likelihood that Egypt or Transjordan

would fight, and there 1s almost no zention of Saudl Arabia in this connoection.

¥onitored broadcaste reveal few facts om troop strength, though an Egyptiarn

organization claims 10,000 mew volunieers,

Tumerous minor items relete to troope on Palestinels ﬁorthe:n and southern
frontiers, especlally the northern, Por exsmple: Syrian mechanized forces are
reported near Kuneoitra and east of Lake Tiberlass Britieh forcee in Roshpina are
reported replaced by Transjerdsn Frontier Guerds with an Arad majority; am Xgyptian

regiment hess been ordered to Bl-Arish,
P o‘,—_—.

I, IRNTENTIONS OF THE ARAB STATES

Soviet-U.S. agreement to the partition of Palestine has not prodaced eny noticeable
diminution in the demunciations of partition on the part of the Arab rsdios, ror in
the frequency of reports of military preparation, On the other hend, actual threats
of war do not occur except in the following forme: =melodramatic general threats;
roports of border preperations; end aasertionsg that the Arab trcops will enter
Palestine when the British leave,

There appear to be doubts abvout Egypt's readineas to fight, based on the fact thet
1t d1d not participete in tha gemeral Arsh protest-strike againet partition, and on
vehement denisl of rumars that 1% ie not standing with the other Arad states. Trere
18 also room for doubt about Transjordan®s readiness, based on Eing Abdullah's
statement of preference for pesce, Saudi Arebia is almost never mentioned in this
connection,

a. Little Bffect of Soviet-U,S. Stand on Belligerence of Broafcssts: TWith regerd
‘to the likellhood Lbat Arab resdiness to wee force mwignt be reduced by the prospect
of united Soviet-U.S. sppoeition in the U.N., it should be noted that the belligerent
tone of the Arad radio has, if anything, increased since 13 Octcbor, when the Soviet
stand was announced., Both vilification of Zionists (chiefly over the Damascus

radio) and miscellspeous refereaces to army meneuvers, volunteers, etc., have
continued with at least as much freguoncy and intensity ae before that date.
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b. TYew Definite Threats of War: In spite of their general delligerence, the Arad
ratios exhibit a noteworthy absence of specific threats of war which, if made,
world involve loss of face in the event they were not cerried out. The thrests that
do occur take the following formss (1) melodramatic assertions that the Zionists
are "assassins® who will bhe “exterminated" and that enforcing partition would cause
revolt® of mll Arab; throughout the worlds (2) references to troops on frontiers
and consultations of commanderss (3) definite statements that Ared forces will "go
to Palestine-.without saying what they will do there-—when the British withdraw.
The Prime Miniaster of Irag is quoted (by london) as saying "the3 the Iraql Army
would go to Palestine if the U.¥. sdopted pariition. He declir:d to give the
dispositions of the Iraqi forces, but said that they would enter Palestine within a
pmatter of mimutes if the British troops withdraw." (London, 23 October 1947)

The Grand Mufti is quoted as follows: "Withdrawal of the Britiah from Palestine is
an essential prerequisite, a=nd we have met their declaration with satisfaction. Ws
are waiting for implementation of the evacuation to achieve our rights in fuli.”
(as told to Beirut paper AL-HAYAT, quoted by Sharq . l-Adna, Jaffa, in Arabic, 1€
October 1947)

¢, Amblpuity in the Positions of Egzypt and Transjordan; No Word on Saudi Argbias
The most emphatic and consistent support of the Arab cause, as judged by radio
reports, comes from Syrie, Iraq, Lebanon, and the Arabs of Palestine itself. Sendi
Arabdia is not heard from at all, nor have there been any monitored brosdcaste
describing military support bty it. Pakistan and Iran report only "volunteers,'
though Jinnah announces "fullest support."® There is also some ambisuity in the
positions of Erypt and Transjordang

1. Egypt. There are several reports of Egyptian troops Tiing sent to the
Palestinian border (sece below), and 1t is reported that 10,000 Bgyptian troops
are being trained for the fight, King Parouk is sald by toe Beirut radio to be
"interested in rescuing Palestine as much as he 1s interested in liberating
Feypt and uniting the Nile valiey."

On the other hand, there have been no quoted official stat=ments by Egyptian
representatives; the Cairo radilo 1s relatively non<helligeresnt; the gendral
atrike on 3 October ageinst the UNSCOP recommendations is said to have "extended
throughont all the Arab countries except Egypt's and very recently (29 October)
the Arad lLeague issued a lonz and vehsment denial of rumora that Egypt was not
fully supporting the Arabs of Palestine. The wording of this denial suggests
that there have been skeptical rumers also with regard to states other than
Egypt, since it "completely denies &ll rumors and publications in this connection,
whether regarding Egypt or any other Arab state.” (Cairo, in Arabic, 29

October 1947)

2, Transjorden, Both Transjordan end Egzypt are included in a report of a
meating of Army Commenders from Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, and Tranejordan to be
held "on the frontier. " (Sharq al-Adns, Jaffa, 12 October 1347) On the other
hand, Eing Abdullah proclaims that he does not "gesk enmity®: ®“the Trans-
Jordanian Premier has refuted news reporting that the Transjordanian Army was
making dispositions on the Palestinian borders. Kimg Abuilah said that his
country 414 not seek enmity with any other couatry but, contrariwisge, preferred
peace to war,! (Omdurman, in Aradic, 14 October 1947)

11, TROOP MOBILIZATIOR

References in monitored breadcasts to troop mebdilization in the event of conflict
include the following fragmentary raports: that 10,000 Egyptians have volunteered;
that, according to an Iraq? chief, 250,000 Iraql wvoluntears could be raised; and
that Arabds and Jews in Palestine have appealed for voluntears.

&, Egypts Xid Bamadan, Vice-Pregident of the Egyntian Ikhwarn sl-Muslimin association,
declared that 10,000 young men of his organization had volunteered for Palestine's
"defense.® (Demascus, in Arabic, 28 October 1947)

be Irag: Sheikh Khelrallah, member of the comnittee organizing = neeting of 1,000

tribal leaders on 22 October, sald that the Iraqi tribes could rsise a cuarter of a
million volunteers., (Sharq al-Adna, Jaffs, 13 Octodber 1947)
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c. Palestinian Arabs: "Arab organizations have appesled to all Arabs (to
volunteer), by means of pamphlets distributed yesterdey in the Jerusalem sireets.”
(Betrut, 18 October 1947) "Leaflets were distriduted throughout Jaffas urging Arab
youths to volunteer immedintely.’” {(Omiro, 1.3 October 1947)

d. Palestinian Jews: "Jewish national Covucils in various big Palestine cities
have acpealed to all Jews, en and women betreen the ages of 15 and 80, to volunteer
for the Jewish Army." (Bairut, in Arable, 1! Qctoder 1947)

11I, PREPARATIONS ON PALVSTINE FRONTIERS

There are numercue items ~egzarding military preparations on FPalestine’s northera and
southern frontiers, espcocially the northern,  The esstern or Transjordanian frontier
is not mentioned, excen? in the above-mentioned dental, (I,c,2) Preparations 1
Jaffa and Haife are montioned, and there are rumors of Zionist trocps waiting in
European ports. '

a. Horthern Fronticrs L

i
i

"Jewish communities in the Galilee diatrict, referring to the axistence of Syrian
mechanized forces siong the frontisrs, said thnt there was mctivity and a concentration
of forces in the districts of Xuneitra {Dania), and east of Lake Tiderias. Many Tel
Aviv corresponden:s reporied a concentration ¢ Arad forces in those rogions as well
ag others. ... Jewish communities in Upper 0:11ilae learned through their Inteiligence
Corpe that British forces which ware stationed in Roshpina in Galilee on the berders
have been evacuated and replaced by Transjordsn Frontier Cuards with an Arad

zajority." (“amascue, in Arabic, 13 October 1947)

"The newspiper HA:BOLAllpoints out that tensicn smong the Jews in the north of
Palestine 'in® reached such an extent that the; are unable to do any work on acecount
of their ‘ear of the Arad forces stationed at the northern border of Faulestine. They
do not ¢are to plow their land while the Syriia Dakota planes roar over their hegds.
The posepaper states that the road between Dazascus and Beirut ias full of light
armored units. The sight of the Syrian convey of cars is having a paralyzing effect
on ‘he Jews, who have not slept since last S:turday.® (Calro, ARAB PRESS SERVICE,

in Arabic Morae, 15 Qctober 1947)

‘The Syrian Arny stationed near the frontiers of Palestine ard Transjordean is to
start importsat maneuvers on Saturdey (i Woveiber)." (Bragzeville, 20 October 1947)

"Rumors are current here (Caliro) that the Iragl Arny as well es the Transjordar Army
heve crossed their common frontiers with the kiowledge of Zgypi, and that they have
reached the point of concentration planned by the ared leader, Pawzi al-Eawukji.

It is said that Emir Megld Arelan, the Lsbhanect Dufense Minister, went to the
frontier region which joins Palestine, He was accompanied by two officers of tae
Lebanese Chief of Staff. He was met by Lt, Gen, Emir Shihsb, Jommander of the
Forees in Scuthern Lebanon.® (Cairo, in Arabic Morse, 12 October 1947)

“Syrian forces from the north are stiil pasairg through Damascus en route for the
s«outhern borders, with bands playing, ard amidpt the peoplels cheers for Palestine
and Beypt.® (Damascus, 17 October 1947) :

b. Southern Frontiers

"An Egyptian regiment has received orders to mo'a to El-Arish to join en infantry
detachment stationed there, The regiment consicis of one infaniry detachmant from
Cairo, one from Alexandria, a seppers unit, an svti-aircreft btattery, ertillery,
signals, snd administrative units.® (Damascus, 17 October 1947) ;

"¥ifteen Bgyptian Army planes have arrived in El-Arigh, carrying equipment to provide
areas where the Egyptian Army will camp with waler snd electricity, These forces
(will) reportedly (be) ment to the Bgypi-Palestine frontier.® (Beirut, 18 October
1947) : ' :

"The Egyptian Defense Miniastry neither confirmed nor denied todey's AL.AHHAM report
that 7,000 soldiers would be sent to El-Arish, near the Palestine frontiers."
( Damascus, 17 October 1947)
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UThe establishwent of Arad guards for the protection of Arab regions and districts
in Haifa has been completed, Villsges in the neighborhood of Haifa which are
adjacent to Jewish colonies were notifiesd to send women and children to dlatant
villages, Wight patrols have eleo been set up in all these villages, Some fomilies
in Haifa are beginning to leave the town for the interiocr. National orgenizations
in (Jaffa) are continuing their meetings to arrange the necessary neasures againet
any danger that masy befall the town.® (Caire, 15 October 1947)

d&, Rumors of Jews Coming from Huropean Porte:

"Rumors have been clrculated by Zioniasts that they are plenning an attack againet
Pslestine, They are revortedly concentrating their forces on the Rumanian and
Bulgarian shores and in Genoa in Italy. Several ships will reportedly transport
thege criminales to the sacrc¢d land of the Arabs., Among those ships are iwo ehips
now in Constanta harhor.®. (Dsmascus, 27 October 1947)

IV, REPORT OF COLLABORATION AMONG ARAB ARMIES

Though it is obviously not based on anthoritative informetiosn, the following reported
plan for inter-Arad collaboration mgy be of some interesty

8Circles in close rolation with the Council of the Arad League believe taat

it has been declded to unite the efforts of the Arab Armies, Belief is
prevelent that leadership of these Arpieg will be given to a well=known nilitary
personsge, assigied bty a chief of a staff organization repreeenting the seven
Areb countries, members of the Lesgue. Every Aray will (preserve the national
character of) each Army, Lialson officers will be gppeinted in each Army. It
{3 understood that Transjordan will offer to ths Arsd United Army its mechanized
and armed unite. Syrie will offer cavslry divisions, perticularly the Al~
Sharkas (Circassiani) Infantry, Lebanon will put into the field infantry
divisions. The Saudl Arablan Army Alr Force will be relled upon. In the case
of Iraq and Egypt, they will minister to the Arsd Army in prepsring its needs
in weapons and guna, medicel equl gent, and the safegusrding of itz lines of
communication.® (Cairo, ARAB PRESS SERVICE, in Arsbic Morse, 12 October 1947)

{Note: The above mention of Saudil Arabla 13 the only cne in monitored bhroadcasts
from the Near East.)

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2007/07/25 : CIA-RDP78-04864A000100040003-2



