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AGRICULTURE

Inedsquate tractor repairs and meintenance and the uncertain progress of the liva-
stock industry continus to get officisl attention as the two chronic shertcomings
of Soviet agriculture. Unlike the previous cutput on this thems which dealt mastly
with the Ukraine, most of the complaints asbout agricultural shortcomings are zived
on the regional transmitters of the Furopean part of the RSFSR. Ukrainian fajlings
are discussed at a special session of the Republican Party's Central Committee
called to lock into the sgricultural situation. The only reference to agricultural
statute violation appears in a.dispatch from Altai krai which was not broadcast.

Poor Tractors, Short of Drivers: The machine-tractor stations of at least
three RSFSR oblasts--V1lsdimir, Kaluga and Kostroms--have made a very. poor showing
in the past year, according to a PRAVDA editorial broadcast on 6 Janusry. Hundrads
of tractors could not be worked more than one shift per day because of an acute
shortage of qualifisd tractor drivers. Had the appropriate Party and agricultural
officials thought of that eventuality in time; the paper points out, the emargency
would not have arisen and the Plan would have bsen fulfilled. The agricultural
training program in those oblasts is satd to have deteriorated to such an extent
that many of the schools exiated on paper only while many of the would-be students
wWors never sent to aschool in the first place. Agricultural progress in four other
oblaste--Smolensk, Velikis Luki, Kalinin and Penza--is Just as unenviable this
year as the performance in the sbove-named areas wes last year. They are "far
bshind” (silno otstayut) in their tractor repair program and, besides, the quality
of their work leaves much to be desired. In Tumen oblast, for exampls, it has
been standard practice to keep all agricultural machinery "under the open sky"

(pod otkrytym nebom) throughout the year with the result that a large proportion of
1t detericrated and went out of commission.

CHERNOMORSKA KOMUMA says sditorially (7 January) that despite the "over-all
upsurge” in Odessa oblast agriculiure, the machins-tractor stations of many oblasts
"are lageing seriously” in thsir development and they adversely affect the harvest
yields and productivity of livestoek. The 1953 agricultural plan for tractor

work and the livestock industry is alresdy off toc a bad start, and "decisive” measures
to eliminate the acoumulating shortcomings are urged on ths oblast Party committes.
Particular attsntion s called to the very unsatisfactory state of affairs in
Tasbrikovaky, Berezovskiy, Shiryasvskiy and unnamsd other rayons, but no further
details are given.

A Biryukov report from Alma Ata carrisd by IZVESTIA on 6 January states bluntly
that agricultural science in Kezakh 3SR is backward (otatayet) for the simple
reason that both the Republic's Acedemy of Agricultural Soiences and the Ministry
of Agriculturs are derslist im their duties. There is virtually no coordination
between the Academy and its inatitutes and the expsrimental agricultural stations
(opytnie stantaii) throughout the Republic. Scientific developments are faw and
Tar betwesn, and lack of sontact with the collective farms makes it all but
impossible to disseminats the achievements of agricultural ressarch. The "Williams"
Agricultural Institute is said to be the largest and best equipped in Kazakhatan,
but most of its activitiea have so far bsen confined to the study of weeds.
Nothing has besn done about improving the grass-crop rotation syatem, soil
fertilization and similar important aspects of agriculiural work. Ths Kazakh
Institute of Stockbreeding has developed a new type of fine-wooled (tonkorunnaya)
sheep but this scisntific achievement has for soms reason not bsen popularized

and i1 still remains on ths Institute’s papers:

CPYRGHT It is mot accidential that the number of
pedigreed shesp in the Republic, far from
increasing, has actually decrsased and thei
produetivity has baen reduced.
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Rus®ian text:

CPYRGHT
Ne sluchaino kolichestvo chistoporodnykh ovets
v respublike ne tolko ne uvelichilos, a
sokratilos; anizilas ikh produktivnost.

The sams topic {s referred to sditorially by KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA on 7 Jannary
in the comtext of squipment repair and maintenenacs. Reiterating the familiar
complaint about the technical inefficiency in agriculture which is being elinimated
"too #lowly" and in soms areas not at all, the paper criticizes a number of
tnnamsd machine-tractor stations and scvkhozes of the Republic "who ars continuing
to oppose” ihe inmtroduction of new ter~hnology while stubbornly clinging to the
obsolets mathods of machinery repair which has long asince been rejected by practical
expsrisnce. Agriculiural plane ars not being fulfilled, the paper goes on ito say,
bscauss not all the available tractors and other machines are servicsable, and
tractors supposadly in good working condition are put out of commission shortly
after they are taken toc the field.

A Karamyshev report on the "erudsst violations of the agricultural statute”
(grubeishis narushenia Ustava selkhozarteli) carried by PRAVDA on 4 January speaks
of the "backward section” of the collective farmers of the Gorno-Altai Autcnomous
oblagt who sssm to considsr thelr personal interssta above those of the State.
Last year, it is revealed, the indiviaible funds (nedelimis fondy) in many farms
wars tampersd with, the failurs of the livestock plan was further aggravated by
the sxcessive slaughter snd squandering of cattle for loeal consumption, and "log
rolling" among losal agricultural officials is 8till in evidencs this year. In
the "Trudovik" farm alons, for sxample, the number of Pigs hes besn reduced to

44% of the plarmed zinimum. The herd was then further reduced by the theft of

14 pigs and a "gift" of two young shoats that went to the chisf of the grain
procurement department (zagotzerno). Many of the oblast's farms are said to be
heavily indebtsd to the state, and instead of Paying off their debts by additional
deliveries they mansgs to increass their deficita from year to year. These facts,
3ays Karamyshev are wall kmown to the oblast and krai Party and Executive Commitiess
but they do not seem to bs overly perturbed about it, despite the fact that the
Central Party Committes callad their attention to the existing state of affairs

as early as last April.

Good tractors and mors of them is the gist of all official demands voiced on the
regional tranamitters. Rreadeasta fram Stalingred, Chkalov, Kursk and other
RSFSR oblaste highlight this issus in view of the reported growing incidence

of machinery breakduwas. Typical of these is a CHKALOVSKAYA KOMMUNA editorial of
9 January discussing the "negative results” (otritsatsinie rezultaty) of the
oblast's agricultural leadsrship. Citing Mustayevakiy rayon as an example of
extreme inefficiency, the paper speaks in disparaging terms of what it calls the
"sampaign methods" (kazpaneishchina) of administration which means in effect
mich ado about nothing. Thé drive for speedy and high-quality tractor repairs

in the above-named rayons it appeara, was comducted exclusively on paper in the
form of "general inmstructiona® to eVery collsctive and state farm and machine~
tractor station:

CPYRGHT The net effect im that not a single machine-
tractor station of the rayon fulfilled the
tractor-repair plan in the fourth quarter ...,

It cannot be tolerated, the paper concludes, that some machine-tractor stations
, have barely managed to repair one-third of the cultivatora while others havs not
[ even begun to repair the available trailing equipment. Indicative of the shortage
" of mschanical skill is the Paper’s critical refsrence to the machine-tractor
stations which "have introduced the systen” of repairing defects in tractors after
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they have been inspected by the comtrol commission. Without referring directly to
the inabflity of the mechanics to find all the defecta whils the machines are under
repair, the sditorial merely suggests thei their msthods are "absclutsly incorrect”
(sovershenno nepravilnie) and that they must try to eliminate all deficienciss

befors inspsction.

What is wrong with Ukrainian agriculturs is summed up in a 6,000-word decision
carried out by a Plenary session of ths Central Committee of the Ukrainian Communist
Party (4 January). the plan for grain production and vegstable culiivation remsins
uncertein in Chernigov and Zhitomir oblasts, in the wooded (polsays) rayons of
Kiev oblast amd in the Western oblasts. In Kameneis-Podolsk, Vinnitsa and Tsraopol
oblastis the 1952 sugar-best Crops ware poorer ard their lossss gresatsr than im the
preceding year. The "{nadmiasible delays” in cotton deliveries have already caused
great damage to the State. Flax and hemp raising is sxtremsly unsatisfactory ia
Chernigov, Volhyn and Lvov oblasis, The 1952 plan for fallow~plowirg was
completsd by only 86.1% which is leas than in the praceding year. That figure

is much lowsr for Odessa, Poltava, Nikolaysv, Sumy and Lvov oblaats. Tractor and
combine repairs do not kesp up with current demands, and this sppliea particularly
to caterpillar tractors., Thers is continued reluctance to extend mschanization

to every aspect of agricultural work. Despite the exiatence of spscial machine
stetions for the livestock industry, much of the work comnscted with fodder
preparations and silaging is still dons by hand. Far from being incresased
according to plan, there has besn an actual drop in the number of cattle inm
Chernigov, Kirovograd, Odeasa and Poltava oblamis. And thsse areas, it is intimated,
ars not the only ocnes whers the 1ivestock industry ia not doing so well, Although
the mentioned cattle lossss are not atiributed to any specific causs it ia
significantly pointed out that ths plan for wintsr-shed construction for the live~
stock industry has in the main not been fulfilled. (It may also be recalled; in
this connection, that the atoek losaes sustained in the winter of 1951-1952 wers
attributable almost exclusively to the freezing of cattls in remcts pastures due
to lack of winter quartera.) i

The Csntral Committse even puts into question the plan-fulfillment figursa of at
least four oblasts which have reportedly made a good showing in the vast year,
and says that favorabls averags indices do not tell ths whols story. The old
trick of "hiding behind averagss,” it is intimated, will not work, and the plan
will bs sonsidersd as completsd when svery collsctive and state farm and machine-
tractor station has filled {ts prescribed quota. Plan fulfillment; particularly )
in the livestock industry, is "all too often achieved at the sxpense of lesading
collsotive farms .,.." (chasto-gusto zdiysnyustsya za rakhunck peresdovykh
kolgospiv ...) Citsd as a glaring example of performance~rigure Juggling is
Zhitomir oblast where out of 830 collective farms 325 failed to increase their
major livestosk, 256 were behind Plan in their development of swine herds and 230
made & similarly poor showing with their sheep. The sams situation is said to
oxist also in Sumy, Volhyn and Voroshilovegrad oblasts. Thers are scattersd
references throughout the Central Committes decision to such malpractices as

"all sorts of ascount padding"” (veyakogo rodu prypyski do zvitnosti), concsaling
the true conditions from the Party and the State and discipline violations,

but they are not amplified.

A summarized ZVYAZDA sditorial broadcast from Minsk on 12 January says that a
great deal of talking (razgovory) and insufficient effort of agricultural

officials and farmers ars responaible for the fact that only 78.8% of ths necessary
menure has been brought to the fields, and only a 1ittle more than half of the
required psat has basn made svailable, Working behind schedule in this aspect

of agriculturs are Vitebak, Gomel and Mogilev oblasts. A report from Kishinev,
Moldavian SSR, (3 January) quotes MOLDOVA SOCIALISTA as listing five rayons

whers no sesds havs been prepared for ths sowing campaign at a tims when all the
mashine~tractor stations heve ssed-cleaning machines. XRASNY KURGAN (11 January)
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names four rayons which fafled to steckpile the necessary foddsr, and three othsr
rayona--Mishkinsky, Kurganskiy and Ukhsyanskiy--#hers the old "petiy~bourgecis
leveling aystem" (melko burzhuaznays uravnilovka) has besn revertsd to. It is
learnsd that the less sfficisnt farmers ga%t more than they are sntitled to, and
that brings them up to the level of advancsd workers. Reviewing ths oblast
agricultural progress, STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (9 January) admits that

CPYRGHT
Judging by the sowing of industrial erops and

the harvest of vegstables and potatoss, we still

have not reached the prewar level. Such a situa-

tion is not psrmiassible.

The papsr disclo®es alsc That a mumber of machine-tractor stations (which ars
named) have completad the snnual trastor-repair plan by only 18 to 20%. :

INDUSTRY

The radio cutput on industrial activitiss reveals that the "fits and jerks" methods
of production (shiurmovshchina) is still a problem awaiting sclution. Most of the
available broadcasts on this topic dsplore the wazts of time and menpowsr involved
in the process, to say nothing of the uncertain outcoms of the Plan iiself. Steady,
unintsrrupted ans rhythmic - roduction is urged as the only assurance of plan ful-

- fillment. Many indusu..al enterprises, it appsars, have not besn able to shake
off ths old habit of letting things slide the first half of the month or so and
then concentrating all sfforts to mest the production deadliine, to taks the Job

by atorm as it were. Hence the opprobriocus term "shiurmovshchina.” Production

- of faulty goods, particularly in the consumer industry, and the rsluctance to

push mechanization of manual labor proceasss continued to claim soms attention.

MOIDOVA SOCIALISTA admits (6 January) that "one of the main reasons” for production
failures in Moldavian industry is that the enterprises are not working steadily
and smoothly throughout the month. And this in spits of ths Party's repeatsd
warnings sgainst such chactic methods of production. Thers ars many snterprises,
says the paper, which are producing about half their monthly qucta in the laast
10 days of the month. Among ths other industrial failings referred to but not
elaborated ers the genaral poor quality of production and the very slow progress
of mechanization. The failure of a large number of the oblast imdusirial snter-
prises to provide largs quantities of goods for the natioral economy im 1952,
says RADYANSKA ZHITOMIRSHCHINA on 7 January, cannot bs overlooked. Thess sams
Plants got off to an fnauspicious start in the new year;, and ths cutcoms of
their monthly and quartsrly plans is now "in danger" (u nebezpeki). Their plans
have already been disruptsd and the production backlog is getting larger. The
paper accordingly urges the local Party and industrial offigials to look into
the affairs of the slow planta with a view to eliminating the "only reason" for
their failing production--unsystematic and unsven work.

A summarized version of a MOLOT editorial (8 January) refers to "shturmovschina"
a3 & violation of technological rules and the State law, and says that short-
cuts to plan fulfillment will not be tolerated. Agricultural machine-building,
mining and other sntsrprises of Rostov oblast ars said to maintain "a formal
attitude” (formalnoys otnoshenis) toward production amd to remain undsterrsd
even by the unfavorable results of thsir operations. Such huge enterprises aa
the Rostov Agrisultural Machine Works (Rostselmash), the Krasnaya Stal (red
steel) plant and the Anthracite Mining Trust (Trest Shakht-Antratasit) have done
a poor job in the past year and are alrsady behind in their 1953 production -
plans. Agein uneven work is blamsd as the only bottlsneck (uzkoys mesto).
Emphasizing that "the stats plan is law," the papsr says that viclations of
production mathods, which are part of the over-all plan, will henceforth be
treated as an infringement of the State law and "leniency will not be permitted.”
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The unever work of many industrial entsrprises is primarily responsibls for mig-
management and squandering, according to STALIN¥GRADSKAYA FRAVDA of 10 January.
Under asuch conditions, says the editorial, great losses are inevitable, and that
has in fact been ths case all along. The Stalingred Tractor Plant which has been
under fire for inefficient production since last year is said to show no improve-
ment, and the same applies to the Red October Plant which is using too much stesl

© for too 1ittls production. The Stalingrad shipyard (sudoverf)g it is revealed,
has besn working badly during the past two ysars while its production costs showed
an inordinate increase.

IZVESTIA (8 January) discusses the "shturmovshchina® production method in 1952,

and declares that the repetition of last year's mistakes shows that meny industrial
and Party officials have not learmed their lesson. In the Donets Coal Basin, the
baper asssrts, some of the largest coal trusts are doing worse than last year for
the aimple reason that meny of their exscutives spend the first 10 to 15 days of
each month "in a state of unjustified reposs™ (v gostoyanii nichem ne opravdan-
nogo pokoya). The entire monthly coal output is left for the seconmd half of the
month when the "storm signals" (avraly) are given to save the program at all costa.
The Ural Chemical Machine Truat, among the largsst of ite kind in the USSR, is said
to be addicted to that "vicious practice” (porochnaya prektika). That plant
showed a 50% increase in "incompleted production” (nezavershenncye proizvodatvo)

of chemicsl machinery at the end of 1952. The Mskeyev, Zuyev and Snezhnyan
Anthracite Trusts are reported to have registered lower production than in October
of last year, and their "indebtedness to the State" (zadolzhennost gosudarstva)

is said to be piling up. Similar drops in production have been notsd in the
Belorussian Leather Footwear Trust {Bslkozhobuvtreat) and in the light industry

of the Lithusnian SSR, )

PRAVDA '@ review of 1952 achievements points out that the gross volume of consumer
production in that yeer wes 60% higher tham in 1940 but consumer production figurss
for that year are not indicated. The only specific items msntioned in the review--
shoss, suger and textiles--are cited in relatiom to 1913 and 1928-29 prcduction
fiswres. The Soviet consumer industry, the paper ssys, turned ocut 250 million
peirs of shoes in 1952 as compared to 8.3 million (factory made) shoss in 1913.
wugar production was 2 million tons higher then in 1913 while the output of cloth,
8ilk and other textiles was double the 1928-29 figure. The total numer of shoes
prodused includes alac the unserviceabls footwsar which is subsequently rejected

a8 "unfit." If scattered regional broadeasts on that phase of production are used
as a basis, the average smount of rajects is at least 10% of the total, and that -
would reduce the above figure to about 225 million. As for sugar, the indicated
2,000,000-ton increase over 1913, though in itself substantiel, is quite mislsad-
ing gince it appears to be mors than offset by the population increase during

the pericd under sonsideration; from 139 million in 1913 to well over 200 million
in 1952, .

Detailed refsrences to shoe production, howsver, are less flattering than PRAVDA's
annual review. As RADYANSKA UKRAINA points out editorially on 8 January, toco many
shoes are continually being rsjected as unfit for sale:

CPYRGHT Factory warshouses are packed with so-called
unsalable fcotwear from which the customer
shies away.

3 Ukrainian text:

; Sklady fabryky zabyti tek zvanym nekhodovym
f vzuttyam, vid yakogo vidmovlyaetsya pokupets.
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The Nikolayev shoe plant is in fact kmown for ite low-quality output, but none of
the plamt officials; the paper complaims, has ever been ealled to account for the
unsatisfagtory performsnce. Customers’ complaints about poor quality, however,

are not confined to footwear alone. Newspaper offices s 1t ig disclosed; are flooded
with letters from workers and farmers complaining about the quality of practically
everything they buy.” Thus "28 complaints against inferior quality" (28 reklamatsiy
na nizku yakist) §ave been receivsd by the Kharkov textile plant alone, and the
Chernivets knit-gGods factory is reported to be working on a gimilar "low level."

MISCELLAKEOUS

The thoorotical"p‘ nership between the Politburesu and the Moscow Committee of
the Communist Par

in the jurisdiction over PRAVDA appears to have bsen dissolved
by the 19th Party fongress last October although there was no indicatiocn of it at
that time. The infeription previously appearing under the title PRAVDA was

"Organ of the Central Committee and Moscow Commitiee of the Communist Party."

It now reads: "Orﬁp of the Central Committee of the Communist Party."
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