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1. Recently the Chief, Audit Staff requested this office to furnish
en interpretation of reference regulation as it pertaing to allowahle
reimbursemant for indirect travel.

2. The eurrent application of the regulation, as it involves indirect travel,
avd ag furnished the Chief, Audit Staff, is presented in the following
paragraphs for your informatiod and guidance:

2. In any case wherein a travaler elects, for personal convenience,
to travel by an indirect raute, relmbursement for travel costs
incurred will be effected on the basiz of first class fare by the
normally traveled direct route, or sctual cost incurred, whichever
is leas.

b. Costs comperison will be based on the mode of travel authorized,
or if alternate modes are enthorized, on the bsgis of the mode
utilized for the major portion of the trip.

¢. Ezcess travel time which cccurs by resgon of the indiveet routing,
and/or mode{s) of travel selected for the convenience of the
suployess will be charged as anmisl leave. Also, periods in a
non-duty status, i.e., delays on route for pergonal convenience,
will be charged as enmal leave notwlthstending the fact that total
elapsed time by the route and mede of travel used msy not exceed
twta) travel time by the mode of travel suthorized. Consideration
will be given, however, in determining ellowable costs for the
travel to per diem which would have been peyable had travel cccurred
by the direct normally traveled route.

d. With respect Lo dstermination of costs of indirect travel, transpor—
tatlon costs by foreign ship when ships of Americen registry s
availehle on the normelly traveled direct rents,
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end will be eliminated from the costs ineurred by the traveler for
jurposss of comparison with cost by the neormelly traveled direst routa.
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