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Board on Geographic Names

The BIGN is charged by statute with the standardization of
g2ographic names in the United States and its possessions, and all
foreign areas. With the activation of the NIZ Program in 1948,
there was a need for the developnient of gazetteers to inaure
unifmnﬁty ta g,aogi'ay&!c adp:¢6 throughout the approximately
35 di¥ferent sections sud related base mips of the N1IS for which
production résponsivility was assigned to more than 40 different
componénis of TAC and non-TAC agencles. Artangements were
madg, therefore, to fiscally support the BGN on & continuing
oasis {n the'p‘rqpaﬁtiou of gasetteers for the NI5 Program.

In sddition to the productian of the g;ut.turﬁ the BON also
reviews for 3eegra?hh name consistency all the contributions
received frowi the more than 40 contributors to this program,

At the tims this gazetteer prograimn was started there were no
cther g!mttoen in existence sujtable for NIS purpases, and
there is still no other gezetteer program in being that can meet
requirements of the NIS Program and the intelligencs community
as 3 whele.

Gazetteers have been produced on more than 85 of the 103 a
land areas of the wo-1d. However, because of the urgency of :
making approved standardized geographic nan.cs available to
NI& prm:!vcmg offices in the early stages of the NIS Prograr,
most of these g&tetteara wére produced in preliminary form
with the reslfxation that further name research and expansio
of these gagetteers would be necessary to fully meet NIS
requirements. Revision of ttese preliminary gazeiteers is
now underway.
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Spcmcnly, the Office of G@o;raphy, Department of the Interior,
performs the !‘qxlowing servides and !uncﬁom in coatrlbuﬁng to the
Natiopal !ntomgcda Surwy.

a. Undertakatressarch and generates standard geographic
names for reprodaction and distribution by CIA. These
gatetteers cover all areas assigned for narme standardization
research,

b. Effects name siandardization for and editing of base
maps ueed by all contrihuting agencies in their preparation
of Ni§ Sectians nad other elements.

c. Edity all NIS elements produced by the contributing
agcnciea in the course of each fiscal year. This amounts to
sdiiing the text and sccompanying tables, figures, and maps
for accuracy and constancy of geographic name usage of
approximately 556 NIs elements.

d. Performs such other services as the editing of
supplementary geographic name lists, ‘he maintenance
of a geagraphic name inquiries gervice, and the issuance
of gazetteer correction lists.
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