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2 August 1965
MEMORANDUM ¥OR: Director, NPIC
THROUGH : Chief, TAD/CIA
SUBJECT ; Estimstion of Acrcages and Yiclds of Agrilculitural -

. Crops snd from Overhead Photography

1. One of the major intelllgence problens relating to egriculture
1n Commmwmist countries is an cvaluaetion of crop prospects and ammual
production achicvenents for the major crops. At the present time our
estimates are based primarily on such sourcos ai current weather .
information, press reports for Cormunist countries, end, where possible,
observetions by US Embassy officlals and other travelerd. In the case
of the USSR much that appears 4n print sboub crop yields is exagaerated,
while for Commmist China vexy 11ttle information is reported in the
news, or is avallable from othex souxrces.

2. The crop yields of the USSR and Commmdist China not only play
a large port in thelr internal economles, but determine to a laxge degrea
how much assistance these counbries can glve to the pmaller nations
which they are sttenpbing o convert to Commmism. Yo believe, therew
fore, that for a aumber of years it will be importeant o know how .
successful these and poasibly cther countries gre in meeting thelr goals
in sgriculburc.

3. Preliminary converzations with experts in 4be field of serlsl
yhotography auggest that, glven adequate RXD support, there vay be o
good potentisl for (a) developing now photographic techniques that
wold be usefuwl in cetimeting crop types, acreages, and yields; and
(v) developing eutomablc scanning procedures that would be necessary
4o moke the whole program feasible for agriculbure, wheras lasrpge areas
mist be covered or &bt least sampled.

L. Since we do not know what 1t might cost or how long it would
tske to develop the necessary techniques and equipment, wve would like
for NPIC to explore the matter further and to advice us of your findings.
Ve would not want large suus of money comnitted, however, until we
could give furthex considoration to the balance between the need end
the effoxt.
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SUPPORT/SERVICE REQUIREMENT

(The following info is required when rqmts are levied by external organizations)

OFFICE DATE OF RQMT CONTROL NO.
NPIC DIV/DETACH PROCESSING RQMT PROJ OFF PHONE
SUPPORT REQUESTED OF PRIORITY DATE REQUIRED

.
-

(The following info is required when rqmts are levied for internal support)

DIV/STAFF P&DS DATE OF RQME 6 October 1965 CONTROL NO.
SUPPORT REQUESTED OF____P & D S rros off___ R
PRIORITY DATE REQUIRED 30 June 1968 25X1A

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATTION:

The work requested is in support of ay NDIE : ___ Photo interpfetation projes
X Non-photo interpretation project. It will result in: __ Hard copy report;
" Informal report (memo); X Basic service only.

Project Description: "Crop Yields" Study

2. SPECIFIC SUPPORT/SERVICE REQUESTED: Support from NPIC will probably consist of: ,
Photographic; Reproduction; Mensuration; Graphics; ADP; Editing;
X~ Other (explain Delow) -- (Include statement as to Sstimated amount of work required of
suﬁibrt component(s); i.e., number of contact prints, enlargements, boards, etc.

A study program to see if crop yields can be determined through
photographic interpretation. i : :

3. URGENCY JUSTIFICATION: (If immediate support is required a gtatement of justification
must be made on this form.) ’ ' :

DATE OF COMPLETION

CLASSIFICATION
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